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O F 



WARREN HASTINGS, Esq. 



THE rife and progreflive fuccefs of the Eaft India Company, muft ever 
memorably 'diftinguifh the annals of the eighteenth century ; and of courfe 
the hiftory of thofe individuals who have (hone confpicuous in the promo- 
tion of this Eaftern Empire to its prefent grandeur and cztent> muft propor* 
tionably arreft our attention. 

Warren Hastings, Efq. the late Governor-general of Bengal, is a gentle- 
man, who, in the midft of peculation, avarice, and oppreflion, has deported 
himfelf with fo much propriety, moderation, and ability, as to entitle him to 
the refpeA of mankind in general, and the particular acknowledgements of a 
people, whofe profperity and welfare have been carefully attended to during 
bis adminiftration over them. 

He is defcended from a very ancient and refpe£^able family at Darlsford, in 
the county of Worcefter, where bis anceftors for many years polTcflcd an eftate* 
He was born in the year 1730, and receiy^d his education at Weftminfter 
fchool. At this feminary he very early exhibited marks of a more than com- 
mon genius, and attrafied the notice of Dr. Nicols, cbe mafter, in a particular 
manner. His acquifitions in literature did credit as well to the preceptor as 
the pupil; and when he left Weftminfter, he was efteemed one of the beft 
fcholars of that period. In 1750, he was appointed a writfr in the fervicc of the 
Eaft India Company, at Bengal $ and foon after his arrival, he applied himfe)f 
with great affiduity and attention, to acquire the Perfian and Hjndoftanlangua- 
ges, in which he fucceeded to fo great a degree, that he was fele^ed as the 
propereft perfon to attempt the eftablilhing of a Factory in the interior parts of 
Bengal, where no Ebropean had hitherto appeared; and though the fqheme 
proved unfuccefsful, he conciliated the efteem of the natives in fuch a manner^ 
that when he was taken prifoner by the troops of Surajah Dowlah, they ihew- 
ed their refpe£^ for him by treating him with lingular marks of humanity and 
attention. 

In a (hort time, the fortune of war changed, and Surajah Dowlah, who bad 
aimed at the deftru6lion of the Englifh in that part of the globe, exhibited Ji 
rooft ftriking inftance of the uncertainty of hnman affairs. From a ftate of the 
higheft profperity he funk to the moft abjeft point of mifery :— he was defeat- 
ed, dethroned, and in the end murdered by his fucceflbr, Meer Jaffier, in whofe 
Court it became neceffary to have a rcfident minifter. On thisoccafion Colo- 
nel, afterwards Lord Clive, (hewed that difcernment of men, which marked 
his charafter, by fclefting Mr. Haftings for this important office. He deported 
himfelf in it to the general fatisfaiftion, until he became a member of the admi- 
niftration in Bengal. In 1765 he returned to England with his friend Mr. 
Vanfittart, and with a fortune extremely moderate. In 1769 be obtained the ^ 
appointment of fecond in council at Madras, where he remained until February 
1772, when he returned to Bengal, the Direftors having named him Governor of 
that fettlement. 

The diftreifes of the Eaft-India Company at that period, ariAng from every 
fpecies of mifmaoagement both at hone and abroad^ arc ^^oi^ Ht^Vk>uk5y«^\5&T«i,« 
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quire our dwelling upon them. It is fufficient to obfcrve, that when Govern- 
ment leized the opportunity of intermeddling in their affairs, but one voice 
was heard rcfpcdtinjj the perfon in whom the fupremc authority over India 
Ihould be in vefted, and this was Governor Ilaftings. 

In leisthan two years the credit of the. Company virorc an entire new face, 
confidence- was returning into its proper channel, and the expeftation of the 
public was not difappointcd in the meafures purfued ribroad. Unfortunately 
for the interefts of the Britiih nation in India, the gentlemen who were joined 
with Mr. H'ftings in theadminiftration, Mr. Barwell excepted, carried with 
them violent prejudices from England, and commenced a deftrudivf oppofition 
the moment of their arrival in Calcutta, which continued with fatal and unre- 
mitting violence until the death of Colonel Monfon. 

It is remarkable, that during the coucfe of this unhappy contention, in which 
every meafure of his former adminiftration, his charadter, and his fortune, were 
attacked, hencver loft his temper or his health, but continued to conduft himfelf 
with fo much prudence, that r.o advantage could be taken of him by his adver - 
faries. At length the death of Colonel Monfon, and foon after of General Cla- 
vering, made a very material alteration in the condu^ of the leading men of 
this country towanis him, and he had the honour of being three times ap- 
pointed by the Legiflature to the fupreove Government of Bengal. 
". Perhaps the conduct of no man in public life has ever been more ftri£bly 
fcrutinized, more rigidly enquired into, or more freely commented upon; and 
.it may be added, no charader is come out more bright after the inquifitioii 
upon it. If he has been powerfully attacked, he has been as ably defended, and 
the warmth of his friends, and. the candour of the public, have at leaft kept 
p^ce with the malice of his enemies, "twice have the majority of the Dirrdorj 
determined to remove him, and twice havf- the great body of h.is Conftituents 
prtfcived hiin m his ftation. . Tn 1776 the weight of government was exerted 
againft him, and t^e .nHuence of his Majcfty's miniftera perfonally.exercired at 
the India Honfe to removv. bimj but a majority of Proprietors dcf,eated.tbc at- 
tempt, and fixed him in Bengal. On May 28, 178a, the Houfe ot Commons 
voted, that itw «s the duty of the Court of Diredlord to diiplace Mr- Hcf'ftings 
from his grvtmment. This happened during what is called the Rockingham 
admin ftration : but it is remarkable, that Mr. Fox* the Lord Advocate, and tl^ 
oth' r g»:ntlemen, who fpoke in fupport of the refolution of Mr. Hafti'ngs's rfr. 
xnov>1, ackuovMilttdged, that his abilities were of tk\e moft fplendidkindi ami 
his inte»;rity unqueftionable. 

In cfK'fequence of this vote the Court of Direcfl^ors again took into confidera- 
tion the ftate of their affairs, and on the izd of October, detcrminedi by a ma • 
jorilv of 13 to 10, chat Mr. Haltings fliould be recalled. 1 he propriety of this 
me.'furc was molt ably an<l fully difcnfTcd by the Proprietors on the 24th and 
31ft of the fame month, when it was determined by ballot that Mr. Haftings 
ihould remain in his ftation : the numbers for his continuance being 428 againft 
75. In conftquence of this refolution, the next day the vote of rccal was 
refcinded by the Court of Dire^ors. 

At a time when obloqny and difgrace too often, and we fear too juftly, attend 
the name of an Eaft Indian, it is no fmall praife for any perfon of that denomi- 
nation to be fpnken of in terms of approbation, and ftilimorc fo, whenthe voice 
of Itandal and dttraftion are drowned in the praifes bcftowed on any individual. 
Mr. Haftings, whofe caufe has attra£led fo much of the public notice, is now in 
the sSth year of his agej he has been thirty-eight year8,with a ftiort mterval, ia 
the fervice of the Eatt India Company, and above-elevep yeara^of the time do- 
vern'or of Bengal. He poflT.fles, even by theconfeflion of his enemies, very ex- 
traordinary abilities and undoubted integrity. He has alfo all the qualities of 
^ great ftatefman. Were we to delineate his chara£l;er, we fhould be tempted to 
make ufeofthe words of the late Commodore Johnfton, at a Court of Pro- 
prietors. That gentlemen, fpeaking of the defeat of our army on the Coaft of- 
"Coromandel, declared, ** 'Upon information of an event that was fufficient to 
«* damp the fpirits of the moft^deterniined, the foul of Mi*. Haftings fecms to 
•* have arifen fuperior to the Vccafion : with an ardour for the glory of his 
<* country, yvitfc a ^liljor the profperity, of our affairs, with a perfpicuity in 
i* the detail} and aiublimity of fen^igaent in the preamble, he dictated a minute 
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*' which Will ever 60 htm the greateft honour, propofing toffnd inftant relief iil 
** men and money, and a^General to command the forcrs, who could reftore 
** confidence to the troop« ; and notwitbftanding the inclemency of the feaioQ 
*' he carried his defign into execution/' 

To Mr. Haftingfi*8 attention wa9 the Eaft India Company indebted, for the 
communication which was eftabliihed between this country and India byway of 
Suez. The trade from Bengal to the Red Sea promifedto be highly advanta- 
gfous, and could never have aifeded the Company*8 faies in England. A con- 
trary opinion however prevailed, and Englifh veflels aremo longer permitted to 
navigate to Suez. The communication was open long enough to convey thff 
Company^s orders for the attack of Pondicherry ; an event deemed at that ttmf 9 
and it certainly was fo, of the greateft national importatice. Mr. Haftings de • 
puted the i»genious Mr. George Bo^le to Ihecourt ofthe Grand Lama in Thibet^ 
who receiv^ him with the utmoffc kindnefs and hofpitality. A trade very bene* 
iicial to Bengal has been opened with that country ; European fruits of every 
kind have b^n brought from Thibet to Calcutta, and gardening has been car- 
ried to an extrJiM-dinary degree of perfe£^ion within thef^ few years. Ko city 
in the world ba& been more improved in a fliort fpace- of time than Calcutta* 
Mr. Haftings, amongft more important obje6h, is both an admirer and an en- 
courager of the fine arts ; he excels as an engineer and an archite6t. He is liberal 
and polite to his dependents; the gentlemen of his family are, bis friends, and 
he lives with them upon the mofb eafy and confidential terms* He is humane 
to all over whoiA he governs } and however the fad may have been difputed in ' 
this country, it is an undoubted truth, that no man in India ever enjoyed the 
confidence of the native princes in a higher degree than Mr. Bailings ; and he 
has challenged his greateft enemies to point out a fingle inft^nce in which he hai. 
forfeited the national faith. He isregular and temperate in hjs livinc:, and u(e« 
what even- in this country muft be called violent exercife on horfeback. He 
always rifes'by break of day, and then difpatches bullnefs with uncommon 
quicknefs. • To fum up his charader in a flew words* he pofTtflts ability, intc« 
gcity, courage, and moderation ; a clear bead, and a found heart. 

Whether this prefent important trial may produce acaufe to reverfe this good 
opinion, lies not with us even to premife. It is the g)orious prerogative of 
Eogliihmen not to admit a fuppofition of guilt before trial. Though the ehargcs 
againft Miv Hidings are of agreat'enormtty) yet his friends entertain no ^ars o£ 
hia refuting them* 
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AGAINST MR. HASTINGS PREVIOUS TO HIS IMPEACHMENT 

AND TRIAL. 

THE Saft India Company it>doubtIeis, at this moment, thefirtb commerdal 
objed in England : ita amazing territorial acquifitions, that are computed 
to be little ihort of 300*000 U^atnc miles, and to .contain thviVf mi^v^v^A v^^^ 
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plc> maft be ncceflarily attended with a proportionable increafe of trade^-wbich 
at times* joined io the diflenfions amongft, and mifcondu6^ of its managers, 
both at home and abroad, have greatly engaged the attention of the legiflature. 
The power of the crown has been gradually extended over thefe diftant territo- 
ries — and it even aflumed the right of nominating governors and council, and of 
appointing judges: — an a6l very extraordinary, it was thought, in its kind, and 
by which it acquired an immenft ihare of power and influence. 

But no proportional benefit has hitherto refulted to the Company : on the 
contrary, the new eftablilhed Court of juftice has paid fo little attention to the 
manners of the inhabitants of India, and to the ufages of that country, as to oc- 
cafion the moft alarming difcontents among the natives, and great diflatisfadtion 
among the Company*8 own fervants. 

It was in fa6t the intereft of the Eaft India Company, that their governmenta 
in India (hou)d interfere as little as poflible in the domeftic or national quarrels ' 
of the country powers, and that they (hould always endeavour to be in a date 
of peace and tranquility with their neighbourly. But thefe maxims of foi^nd 
policy they have not adhered to ; the governors and fervants of -the Eaft India 
Company have unnecefiarily, andfomctimes very iniquitoufly, embroiled tbem- 
felves with the country powers, and engaged in wars of a very pernicious and 
indefenfible nature. The wars into which they lately entered with the Mahrattas, ■ 
and 'that enterprifing prince Hyder Ally, have been attended with an enormous - 
expence, and bad been extremely prejudicial to the interefts of the Company. 
By temporary plans of violence and injuftice, and fometimes difregarding their 
own treaties, they have forfeited the good opinion of the natives ; and by ex- * 
citing the indignation of the country princes againft them, greatly lefiened the ' 
fecurity of the pofleflions of the Company. 

From the dah^er that threatened the very exiftenceof our empire in that 
part of the globe, K^me time previous to the conclufion of the late war, and the 
fatal ftroke our national credit might receive from the diflblution of the Com- • 
pany, whofe affairs were univerfally looked upon to be in a moft precarious • 
ftate, the neceffity of applying fpeedy and effcdtual remedies was fully acknow- 
ledged'; and the opprelTed natives of India had at length a profpedt of relief* 

During a rapid fucceffion of Minifters, every party had in turn pledged them- ^ 
felvcs to exert both their own, and the whole force and power of government 
for this important end. £ar^y in 1781, two Indian committees were appointed, 
to enquire into the mal-adminiftration of the Coropany^s affairs, botb at home > 
and abroad :— the one a feleft, the other a fecret committee :— the former 
compofed of the moft diftinguiihed members in oppofitton— the latter, under 
the management of the Minifter 's confidential friends : and both thefe committees 
continfied to lit till the prorogation of Parliament, in November, 1781. 

On the 9th of April, 1782, Mr. Henry Dundas, the chairman of the fecret 
committee, moved, thatthe reports of that Committee (hould be referred to 
a Committee of the whote iBoufe. On this occadon, in a fpeecb of near three 
hours, he entered very fiiHy into the caufes and progrefs of the calamities of the 
Eaft. Among the former, he infifted Drincipallyy on the impropriety of the 
Company^s pre(idencies, in undertaking &II their niilitary operations with a view 
to conqueft only— their J>reacbes of. and difregard to treaties— ^heir peculation 
and fcandalous oppre£^ of .|he natives— -aod the criminaVrelaxatjon tliat pre- 
vailed among the DireSEors at home, who were ever ready to connive at the 
grofleft mifcondu£l, wbentver it was attegded wit)i the leaft temporary gain to 
the Company. 

In tracing the ^pemtjon of thefe caufes, he enumerated a few of the moft fla- 
grant afts Af injufticertrelchery and violence, by which not only the Company"* 
affairs haitbetn brought to the verge of ruin, but indelible difgrace entailed' on 
the Briti(h name and government in India :--'all of which will be more particu- 
larly ftated >in the courfe of this Sketch. 

Some days afterwards Mr. Dundas brought forward two fets of propolitionSt 
The firft, amounting to 45 in number, related to the general fyftem of the Com- 
pany's govern mfedt, and the mifcoiidud of the prefidency of Bombay ;r-the Te- 
copd fet, comprifing ^4, had for their objedt the condu^ of the Prelidendy of 
Madr^tf t— -on the£e> if adopted by the Hottfe» k would be ncceflkry to ground a. 

criminal 
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•rimiotl profecution agalnft Sir Thomas Rumbold» and others concerned therein. 
The articles were agreed to, and in confcfquencc he moved the Houfe to proceed 
by a bill of pains and penalties, againft Sir Thomas, and others, for breaches of 
public truft and high crimes and mifdemeanors. 

B.'fore the fecond reading of the bill of pains and penalties, it was ordered, 
that Sir Thomas Rumbold (hould be heard in his defence, againft the fame, by 
counfel, at the bar. The jjreat variety and complicated nature of the criminal 
allegations on which the bill was founded, made it necelfary for the accufed par* 
ty to enter into a long minute defence* Little progrefd was made therein during 
the (hort period that remained of the feffions of 1782 $ and the unfettled ftate of 
public aiTairs at the beginning of the year 1783, prevented the Houfc from taking 
it up till near the middle of that fcflion. As the feafon advanced, members be*' 
came daily more remifs in their attendance } and at length, on the ift of July, a 
motion was made and carried, for adjourning the further confideration of the 
bill to the lit of October, by which means the whole proceeding fell to the 
ground, and was never afterwards refumcd 

That a bill, the refult of fuch long and laborious enquiries, a bill introduced 
received, and proceeded upon by the Houfe with fo much folemnity, (hould be 
fuffcred thus to fall to the ground, is a circumftance on which we are at a loft 
to comment* What impreflion Sir Thomas Rumbold's defence made upon the 
Houfe, as no qucftion was put thereon, we cannot poflibly determine. It would 
certainly be harlh and inequitable to prefiime the party accufed was guilty, be* 
caufe he acceptedofindemniiy without acquittal; and on the other hand, we can- 
not pronounce him innocent, becaufe, under the circumftances related, his ac* 
cufer failed to profecute him to convi^on. The proceeding itfelf had i ndeed ope- 
rated asnoligbtpun Uiment ; and this confideration might probably facilitate the 
paifing of the vote by which it was terminated. But by this management, the 
public was deprived of the only intereft it had in the profecution, — the acquittal 
of an innocent citizen, or the example of a punilhed delinquent. Thus, however, 
ended the firlt attempt made by this parliament to punifli Indian delinquency. 

Recurring to thefirft fet of forty-five refolutions prefented by Mr. Dundas, on 
the 25th of April, 1782, we muftobferve, that they fet out witheftabliihing cer-* 
tain principles of juQice and policy, as the bafis of the government of India; 
they then exhibit many cenfures on the Court of* Dire^ors, and the Governor- 
General, for purfuing meafures ruinous and difgraceful to the intereft of both 
countries; — ^and conclude with approving certain inftru6bions fent in feme pre- 
vious difpatches, from the Diredors of the Company, for promoting the attain « 
ment gf peace. 

One of thefe refolutions however acknowledges, that on the fuccefs of Hyder 
in the Carnatic, the Governor-General ^Mr. Haftings) gave proof of the moft * 
important exertions for the aflfiftance of Madras, the obtaining of peace, and re- ^ 
gaining the friendttiip of the Nizam. 

Thefe refolutions were feverally agreed to by the Houfe, on the igth of May; 
and in addititm to the general declaration of the fenfe of Parliament, Mr* Dun- 
das laid, he (hould move the Houfe to come to a fpccific refolution ibr the recall 
of Mr. Haftings and Mr. Hornby That he was urged to take this ftcp by an 
account which had lately arrived from India of an a£t of the moft flagrant violence 
and oppreifion, and of the grofleft breach of faith, committed by the former 
againft Cheit Sing, the Rajah of fienlres. He entered at large into the nature of 
that tranfaction, and concluded with moving the following refolution : 

*• That Warren Haftings, Efq. Governor General of Bengal, and William 
** Hornby, Efq. Prefideut of the Council at Bombay, having in lundry in- 
** ftances a£ted in a manner repugnant to the honor and policy of this nation^ 
** and thereby brought ^reat calamities ^n India, and enormous expences on 
** the Eaft India Company, it is the duty of the Directors of tne faid Company 
** CO purfue all legal and effedual means for the removal of the faid Governor- 
'* General and Prefident from their refpe6tive offices, and to recall them to 
•* Greit-Britain." 

In confequence of this refolution of the Houfe of Commons, the Directors 
took the neceflary ftep for carrying it into eSed; but as their proceedings were 
fubjeft to a general court of Proprietors, the friends of Mr. Haftia^% Vc^^ \i^^ 
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courfe to that expedient, and on the 318: of OAober the order of the Court of 
Diredors was refcinded by a large majority.— Thus ended the fecood parliameii* 
tary attempt to punifh Indian delinquency. 

The fteps taken by the Sereft Committee, next require our attention : — Their 
reports, tieven in number, took a complete review of the conflitution of the 
EaU-fndia Company, and of the management of tbetr affairs both at home and 
abroad, in their political as well as commercial tranfadtions. On thefe reports 
■was principally grounded the great plan afterwards introduced by Mr. Fox, 
in his bill for the better regulating the affairs of the Eaft India Company, and 
the charges of impeachment which have fince been inllituted by the Commons 
againft Mr. H^ftings. 

General Smith, the Chairman of the SeleA Committee, on the iSth of April, 

firefented ten refolutions to the Houfe, in three of which it was ftated, " That 
* Warren Haftings, and Sir Elijah Impty, Chief Juftice of the Supreme Court 
<« of Bengal, had been concerned, the one in giving, and the other in receiving, 
*« an office tenable at the pleafiire of the fervants of the Company, contrary to 
«* the true intent of the aft of 13 Geo. III. and that this unjuftifiable tranf^aion 
** between them, was attended with circumftances of evil tendency and exam- 
«« pic?.*' — Thefe refolutions being agreed to by the Houfe, an addrefs was ordered 
to be prcftnted to the King, to recall Sir Elijah Impey to anfwer for his condudt 
in the tranfaftion aforcfaid. 

At the end of the feffion of 1782, it was (ignified from the throne, ** That 
?* the confideration of the affairs of the Eaft Indies would require to be refumed 
<' as early as poflible, and to be purfued with a ferious and unremitting at- 
f* tcntion." 

Vanous plans were propofed, previous tothe month of November i-j^^^ when 
Mr. Fox, then Secretary of State, brought forward a bill for regulating the Com- 
pany :— the principles of this bill, and the violent debates to which it gave birthi 
are too recent. in the public memory to need a recapitulation here. — Though it 
paffcd the ComraonjB, yet the fecret influence of the Crown operated to its being 
thrown out in the Lords, where it was rejected by a majority of nineteen Peers. 
The coQf::quence of this was the downfall of the Miniftry, and a general revo- 
lution of the Cabinet. 

Various attempts for a new bill were afterwards made by Mr. Pitt and the 
new.Miniftry, but failed, which occafionedy with other difputes on privilege 
a diCblution of the H mfe of Commons. The new Parliament and Admini- 
ftralion fecmed to he friendly to the Company, whofc intercfts have been greatly 
injured by their fervants at home and abroad. The Nabobs and Rajahs, and 
natives of India, have been by turns harraffed and defpoiled under their manage- 
ment, and many parts of that fine country depopulated. 

A diverfity of opinions (till continued concerning this famous bill ; and a pro- 
teft was entered againft it in the Houfe of Lords by five Peers. Notwithftand- 
ijig, however, the regulations of this new bill, it is to be fufpe6ted, that they will 
produce no very material effVdl, unlefs vigorous mcafurcs be taken to enforce 
them. This bill, like former ones, may be depofited among the archives of the 
councils of the governments in the Eaft Indies, to lie in oblivion, or be treated 
with contempt. Mere parchment chains cannot bind t)ie hands of rapacity and 
violence. The country is too remote for Britain to interfere on every emer- 
gency- The corrupt miy be bribed, the timid may be threatened into a defer- 
tion of their duty, whilft the moft upright may he overpowered by violence; 
and, if uot filenced in that c<mntry, be lent home to this, loaded with irons, to 
plead their caufe for pretended crimen charged againft them by the cmiflaries^of 
the powerful delinquents, whofe peculations and rap.icity they endeavoured to 
-ccprefsi, but whofe riches will fecure tlicra a fiife retreat, and a feat incithcr Houfe 
of Pariiament. ^ 

The order for the recall of Mr. Haft ings, in confcquence of the refolutions 
wt have already ftated, were finally fubmittcd to by that gentleman ; — he ac- 
cordingly fet fail from Calcnt^^a, the 9th of February 1785 ; and on the 16th of 
June folloUriog, he arrived in London. 

The debatesf and very violent altercation to which the feveral bills for the 
>cguUtioa of India gtivc rile — the removal of Miniftcu occafioaed thereby — 

the 



the Tiew^lc&ion— the Wcftminftcr fcrutiny, and a multiplicity of. other, bufinds 
for ftiTly occifpfed the attention of the Commons and the public, as ito ma*tc 
themJoT a time* fbii^t the t:afe of mdivfdtials, and particularly the cenfure whicli 
had beenpafled on the condu<ft of the Cojnpany's fcrvants in their Indian depart- 
ment!! : — and it was not until the loth of June« 1785, that Mr. Burke gave hotlcc, 
in the Hoi|fe of Commons, •* That if no other gentleman would undertake ' 
*• the bnfinefs, he would at a future day make a motion refpeding the condua 
**■ of a gentleman juft returned from India.'* 

Mr. Burke's promifed motion, however, did not take place till the 17th of 
Pebruary, r786, when he moved for a copy of the correlpondence whfch had" 
pafled from January 1785, to January 1786, between Warrtn Haftings, Efq. 
and the Court of Direftors of the Eaft India Company, including his corref- 
pondence fince his arrival. 

This firft mbtion^of Mr. Burke produced a very long debate, that turned 
chiefly, however, upon a point of order with rcfpedt to the regularity of the pro- 
ceedings ; — we IhaH juft report the fubftance ofthe debate. An obje^^ion was 
(htrted by the Matter ofthe Roils, andfupported by Mr. Nichols, Mr. S. Smith,. 
Mr. Dundas, Mr. Jenkinfon, the Lord Advocate of Scotland, the Solicitor 
General, Mr. Voung, Sir Gregory Page Turner, Mr. Grofvenor, and Mr. Wil- 
berforce — tbat'the bufinefs ofthe Committee wa^ to receive charges and not to 
hear evidence ; for untir the charges were received, it would be-impoflible for 
gentlemen to know to what points the witnefs could be examined; and indeed it 
wi>uM not be l^fs fo to determine, \vhether there was really any impeachable 
matter in the. different articles which might be produced as the ground for the 
impeachment of Mr. liaftings : and confequently it woultt be mifpending the 
time of the Committee to make it fit from day to day to hear evidence before it 
could be known whether fuch evidence would in the end be applicable to the 
objed of an impeachment of Mr. Haftings. Belides, it would not be lefs con- 
trary to the eftabliftied rule or order ofthe Houfe than of all courts of juftice, 
that accufation ihould precede the evidence ; for the latter was a relative term, . 
ancT Sgnified that " which makes evident or plain.'' On the other hand, Mr. 
Fox, Mr. Buike, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Ellis. Mr, Wyndham, and others, main- 
t^iined that the Committee, fo far from being reftrained to the bare receiving 
of charges, was in fa6l a Committee of enquiry ; for it appeared from the order 
of the day, that the Committee^waa to take into conlideration the papers 
relative to India ; and by the fame order, witnefles were hound to attend, and 
wcr« attending. It would,' therefore, be an extraordinary pj-oceeding, if the 
chairman was to quit the chair, and report to the Houfe, that the Committee, 
though directed tot A ke papers into confideration, had confidercd none ; though 
ordered to examine witnelTes, had examined none.. If the charges ought to have 
preceded the prodiiAion of evidence, the gentlemen whoadvanced fuch apolition 
ought to have attended to the Houfe fooner, and prevented it by their advice 
from doing fo abfurd a thing, as to order the Committee to examine witntU'eF, 
and take papers into confideration, before the chargcp, to which they were to 
b* applied, were produced. But, in fa£V, when the Right Honourable Member 
( Mr. Burke ) had moved for the papers, he had, at the exprefs delire of the 
Houfe, ftated a charge, not efpecial indeed, but a general one, as a preamble 
to each motion, and thus pointed out the particular point to which each paper 
wa& applicable. *Jt, 

.Mr. Burke declared, that, bowTng to the authority of Uie Committee, he 
would', notwithftanding his own objeftion to fuch a prcccedinp, bring forward 
his charges, at leaft fuch of them as he had prepared. The firft of them was 
produced, and read merely pro forma. 

Upon this it was agreed that the cba'rman' (honld report proerefs,, and aflc 
le.^ve to fit again, forthepurpofeof recc* ing all the charges, and of taking them 
into confideration at a fubfequent period. 

April 4. 

Mr Burke, in his place, charged Wariren Hidings, Efq. late Governor-General 
of Bengal, with fundry High Crimes and Mifdemeanors ; and prefented to the 
Houfe feveral articles of charge of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors againft the 
faid Warrpn Haftings, which confift of the following particulars ; 
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I. With grofs injuft!ce> cruelty, and treachery againft the faith of nationt, fa 
hiring Britifli foldiers for the purpofe of extirpating the innocent and helpldt 
people who inhabited the Rohillas. 

II. With ufing thr authority delegated to him through the Eaft India Com« 
pany, for treating the King Shaw AUuai» Emperor of Indoftan, or otherwife the 
Great MoguU with the greatcft cruelty, in bereaTing him of confiderable territoryt 

] and withholding forcibly that tribute, of 16 lacks of rupees, which the Company 
engaged to pay as an annual tribute or compenDitton for their holding in hit 
I name the Duannee of the rich and valuable provinces of Bengal, and Bahar, 
\ and Oriifa. 

j III. With various iaftances of extortion, and other deeds of mal-adminiftra- 

; tion againft the Rajah of Benires. This article confifted of three different parts, 
i in each of which Mr. Haftings was charged with a feries of the moft wanton ' 
I opprefllions and cruelties. He gave in papers concerning the rights of the Rajah^ 
\ bis expulfioB, and the fundry revolutions which have been effrded by the Bri* 
i tifh influence under the controul of the late Governor- General in that 
/ Zemindary. 

' IV. The numerous and infupportahle hardOiipa to which the Royal Family 
' of Oude bad been reduced, in confequence . of their connedlon with the Su- 
preme Council. 
S^ V. With having, by no Icfs than fix revolutions,^ brought the fertile and 

\ beautiful provinces of Farruckabad to a ftate of the moft deplorable ruin. 

VI. With impuverifhing and dcrpopuiattng the whole country of Oude, and 
= rendering that country, which was once a garden, an uninhabited defart. 

VII. With a wanton, an unjuft, and pernicious exercife of his powers, and 
the great (ituation of truft which he occupied in India, in overturning the<incient 
eftablifhmcnts of the country, and extending an undue influence by conniving at 
extravagant contrafis, and appointing inordinate falaries. 

VII. With receiving money againft the orders of the Company, the Aft of 
Parliament, and his own facred engagements ; and applying that money to pur- 
poiVs totally improper and unauthorized. 

IX. With having refigaed by proxy for the obvious purpofe of retaining his 
fituation, and denying the deed in perfon, in direA oppoficion toallthofe powers 
under which be a^ed. 

X. Accufes him of treachery to Muzuffer Jung, who had been placed under 
his guardianibip. 

XI. Charges him with enormous extravagance and bribery in various contrafis, 
with a view to enrich his dependants and favorites. 

Thefc are the principal of Twenty Charges exhibited againft Mr. Haftings ; 
on moft of which he was voted defcrving of impeachment by the Honorable 
Iloufe of Commons : — the other nine are chiefly connedcd with, and dependant 
upon the foregoing.. 

Apr I L 26. 

Mijor Scott moved for leave to bring up a petition from Warren Haftings, 
Efq. praying to be heard by himfelf againft the matter of the charges now exhi- 
bited to the Houfe againft him, and alfo a copy of thofc charges } which was 
agreed to. 

The petition was then brought up, and read it the table. 

Mr. Burke then prefented other two cha:4Ps rrlating to a libel written by 
Mr. Htftings againft the Court of Diretiors— and the final abandonment of Shaw 
Allum, on concluding a treaty with the Mahrattas. 

M A Y 1. 

The Speaker, in confcquenceofthcicfoluiionof the Houfe, called Mr. Haftings 
to me bir, wno, having neen informed < atncpurpore for which he was admitted 
la'cre, obfcrved, that he was not accuftomtd to public fpeaking,. and tticrcforc 
begt^ed the Houfe would indulge him with the nearing of what he had dr<4wa 
up in hii» defence. His memory was not remarkably tenacious, and as the refu- 
tation or contradiftion of the charges brought againft him required frequent 
rctercnccs to certun documents and p^p^rs neceflary to be produced, he fl.ittered 
himfelf that the Houfe would ealrly conceive the propriety of Ins requilkion^ 
Tnis baviug beeu readily alTcnted to, Mr. Haftings proceeded to read his de- 
fence* 
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fence* He bcfran by remarkjogy that the grounds of the crimination were ill- 
foundedy afperiivey and malicious ; that the various publications or the timet 
contained the moft unwarrantable obfervations on his conduct, and that the 
prcfs daily teemed with the dioft grofs libels upon every part of his adminiltra* 
tion in India. That he was obliged to reply to charges containing no- 
thing rpecific } aiid that they might be called htftorical narratives, with volumi- 
nous commentaries. That he had been in India from a fchool-boy } and that> 
during a period of thirty-fix years (ervitude, he had always the happinefs to ' 
maintain a good and reipedable chara£ber. That by the evil machinations of a - 
few individuals, men of notoriety, he now appeared in an unfortunate fituation ; 
but that h>e chofe to come forward on the occarion,and meet his fate, rather than ' 
be fubje£led to the continual threats of a Parliamentary profecution. That to 
the indulgence now granted, it was a matter of indifference whether it proceeded 
from the humanity, or the juftice of the Koufe ; he confidered himfelf as equally . 
indebted to them. That he had afted according to the emergencies of the tiroes ; . 
and that he had been frequently reduced to luch extremities, as to defy the 
fanclion of any precedent. That no man had been in more perilous fituations ; 
and that in thofe difafters he was entirely left to the refources of his own mind. 
That he had refigned his government in India amidft the regret of his fellow- 
fubje6t8* That he hiid repeatedly received the thanks of bis employers, the 
J>ire^ors of the Eaft-India Company ; and he had the fatisfaflion of di{charging 
the truft repofed in him with fuch unanimous approbation, he believed, that • 
no other power on earth had a right to call his condu£l in queflion, 

Mr. Haftings went on with his defence for about two houi s ; when appearing 
to be much fatigued, he was relieved by Mr. Markham, and afterwards fuccef- ' 
fively by the two clerks. 

The' extreme length of Mr. Haftin'gs* defence, which took up two days in 
reading, precludes all poflibility of being more diffufe in the account of it : 
Mr. Burke .expreifed fatisfa£lion with the minute manner in which it was 
couched} and Mr. Haftings then obtained leave to deliver into the Houfe, the 
minutes and papers from which he had read anfwers to the feveral charges: — 
A number of gentlemen then underwent eximination at the bar of the Houfe* 
which, at' intervals, continued for a confiderable length of time ; — during the . 
courfe of which, Mr. Burke changed his original intention of prefHng the Houfe 
to a general vote of impeachment, to a feparate queftion on each charge, and 
then to move for a rcfolution of impeachment grounded on them all. 

Ju N E I. 

Mr. Burke, at the urgent defire of the Houfe, entered upon his 6rft charge 
againft Mr. Haftings, which was, an (enquiry into the Rohillt war. 

The debate on this fubjefi was carried on with great warmth till about three 
o'clock in the enfuing morning, when a motion of adjournment was putt 
and carried. 

The following day Mr. Francis refumed the bufinefs. It would be impoflible 
to convey even a faint idea of the wonderful difplays of oratory, found reafon- 
ting, and feniibility, which were exhibited on this very important tranfa6lioh— - " 
it would require volumes fb give but a hafty (ketch of thefe wonderful orations: 
—this will be more readily conceived by remarking a well known fa^, that 
at feven the next morning, tlie gallery was cleared, and there apppeared, 
Ayes for the charge, ... 67 

Noes, - - 1 19 

Majority in favor of Mr. Haftings 5 a 

That his condua in the Rohilla warisNOTIMPEACffABLE. 

Mr. Burke then gave notice, that he would move the fame refolutioa on cack 
of the articles feparatcly. 

June li* 

The next chaiT^e was moved by Mr. Fox/ relative to the Rajah of Benares la 

this debate Mr Pitt tooka very decifive partagainft Mr. Haftings; and after a moft 
elegaiit and animated fpeech of feveral honrs, concluded with declaring, '< that 
upon the whole, Mr, Haftings' conda^ in the tranfadtion alluded to had been ^ 
To cruel, unjuft, and opprefBve) that it wks impoffiblei lie>^% t^mMi^W^x^tK ^k^^ 
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honefty* or having- any regard to faith and confciencev. ^could. any lotif^er refift $- 
and therefore he bad fully fatisfied his confcience, That Warren Haftings had 
been gujlty of fiich enormities and mifdemeanorsy as cbnftituced a crime fufficient 
to call upon the juftice of the Houfe to impeach him. " 
At half after twelve the gallery was cleared^ and the Committee divided^ 
Ayes for the motion, - - - ii8' 

Noes, - " - 79 

Majority - 39 

for IMPEACHING Mr. HASTINGS of being GUILTS of HIGH CRIMES 
and MISDEMEANORS, ip his condu<5 to the RAJAH of BESaRES. 
[The Seflions ended foon after.] 
April 2, 1787. 
A long debate took place on the charge againft Mr. Haftings, relative to the 
article of prcfents. The charge was brought by Mr. Sheridan, who was witty, 
humorous, eloquent and brilliant. He obfervcd, that there appeared to be 
two principles on which Mr. Haftings fcemed to have grounded bis adminiftra- 
tion, and on which he built his hopes ofextorting andamafling money— ^the one 
was ANGER, the other Corruption^' Both had been applied fucceflively 
and fuccefsfully : the former, howcveV, was not always of a long duration ; 
it was too dreadful and violent to be refifted, and therefore it was foon over, 
when the obje<5V for which it was raifed had been attained : but his corruption 
knew no difcontinuance. His anger was like a tornado, or hurricane, which 
foon exhauiled its rage ; but his corruption was like the monfoon, or trade 
wind ; it continued always in one dire6lion. 
The motion was carried by a Majority of iii- 

Ayes, - - - - i5^ 

Noes, .... ^^ 

April 3. . 
Mr. Burke moved, that the refolwtion already voted againft M!r. ijaftlngs, the 
articles of charge on which thofe refolutions were founded, the minutes of evi- 
dence heard on theoccafion, and other l^apers which had been laid; before the 
Houfe, he referred to' a feledt Committee : and that it be an inftrudion to that 
Committee to prepare articles of impeachment. 
This motion being aflented to, 

Mr. Burke prefented a lift of members to form the Committee. 
The names of thofe gentlemen were then read, and the queftion put feparately 
on each. 

The Members nominated were Mr. Burke, Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, the lion. 
Mr. T. Pdhnm, Sir James Erfkine, Mr. Wyndham, the Hon. Mr. St. John, Mr. 
Francis, Mr. Anftruther, Mr. Welbore Ellis, Mr- Adam, M. A. Taylor, Efq. 
Right Hon Frederick Montagu, Sir Grey Cooper* Sir Gilbert Elliot, Dudley 
Long, Efq. Lord Maitland, Hon. G. A. North, General Bufgoyne,and Mr. Grey. 
When ihe queftion was put, that Mr. Francis Ihould be one of the Committee» 
a diviiion was demanded, when there appeared) 

For Mr.-Francis, * . . 96 

Againft him» - - - 54 • 

Majority - - , . ^^ 

May xo> 
Mr. Bjrke moved ^' That Warren Haftings, Efq. be impeached,*' which 
Wi'.s earned wthout adivifion. , 

Sir Kc! ward- Montague moved, ** That Mr. Burke do, at the bar of the 
IToufe of Lords, in the name of the Houfe of Commons, and of all the Com/nons 
of Great Britain, impeach Warren Haftings, Efq. late Governor-General of 
>>. ngal, ©f High Crimes and Mifdemeanors ; ;vnd that he acquaint their Lord- 
(hip-, that with all convenient fpeed the Commons would exhibit the articles of 
impeachment, and make good the fame." 

The mot'on being agreed to, Mr. Burke, attended by the members, went 
to the bar of the Houfe of Lords, where in form be lm|>eached Warren HaftingSy 
Efq. of High Crimes and MiCdemeanorSt 

Mat 
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Mat i8. 

Mr. BaAe Tfioved, that Mr. Haftings ftiouM, in Virtue of «n ampcfichaietit 
carried up againft him to the Houfe of Lords, be committed to the cuftody ftf 
4he Serjeant at Arms- 

After a few words from Mr. Burke and Mijor Scott, the motion pa4Ted. 

♦The Serjeant at Arnds then reported, -that Mr. Haftings was in cudodf. 

M A* ^3. 

Mr. Burke appeared at the bar, and reported to the Houfe, that he hall, 
-•ccordingto the diref^ions of the Hon. Commons of <5reat Britain, delivered in 
tothe r.ord4 another charge againft W^irren Hriftingp, Efq. late Governor-<5icne- 
ral of Bengal ; and that he had like wife »fotm«rd t4ieir JLordftiips, Ihat the faid 
Warren H-iftings, Efq. was in the cuftody of the Strjeml at Arms, ready to he 
furrendered to the Gentleman 'Ufher of^thc Slack ilod, whenever their Lordftiips 
pleafcd. * 

The Serjeant at Arms intimated that be had, vn obedience »to-the command^ 
of the Houfe, delivered Mr. Haftings to the Gentleman Ufher of tfee Bliick 
Rod. * ^ 

D ECE*»t'B-ER 5. 

A meflage was received from the Lords, that theyhad fent to the Honorable 
Houfe a true copy of the anfwer delivered at the bar of the Houfeof Lords by 
•Warrrn Haftings, Efq. to the charges exhibited againft him for high crimes and 
mifdcmeanors. > ■ 

The mt* ffenger being v^ythdrawn, and the title of the anfwer read, Mr. Burke 
movtd, that the anfwer might be read pro forma. The fame bein{,»done, Mr. 
BUrke proceeded to name the gentlemen whom he wiihed to have upon the 
Committee. Upon each name there was a motion ; and all whom Mr. Burke 
propofed, were by the Houfe admitted to be of the Committee except Mr» 
Francis, who was excluded upon a divifion of, ayes, 97 ; boc», lafi; 
. majority, 19. ,. 

Xhe names of the Committee then ftood as follows : 
Edmund BcRKE, Efq. 
Right Hon. C. J. Fox, 
• R. B. Sheridan, E^. 
Right Hon. T. Pelh AM, ' 

Right Hon. W. Windham, 
Sir Gilbert Elliott, Bart. 
Charles Grey, Efq., 
William Adam, Efq. 
Sir John Anstruther, 
M. A. Taylor, Efq.' 
Lord Vifcount Maitland, 
Dudley Long, Efq. 
General J. Burgoyne, 
Hon. George A. North, * 
Hon. Andrew St. John, 

Hon. A. FlTZHERBERT, 

Colonel FiTZPATRicK, 
John CouRTENAY,Efq. 
A. Rogers, Efq. 
Sir James Erskine. 
When Mr.Burkefoundhewaanotto have the affiftance of Mr. Francis, he de- 
clared, in the prcfence of God, and of the world, that he looked upon the bufinefa 
of the impeachment as damned, feeing he was deprived of the afliftance of the 
nan, who, of all perfons, was, from loca] knowledge, the beft qualified to 
fiffift in the undertaking. He faid he would proceed, however, let the event be 
'What it would. He concluded by making motions for veiling this laft Commit^ 
tee with the power of fending for papers, records, &c. which were granted* 

Dec £ id ber 10. 
Mr. Burke moved, that the engroflfed replication of the Houfe to the anfwer 
of Warren Haftings, fhould be read; vfrhich having been done, he moved th^it 
the faid replication (hould he fent up 10 the- Houfe of Lords. ITKU vpvc^\t>^x 
WAS agrted to, and Mr. Burke appointed the meff<tx\^tt* \si q.^.\\>(vr^*>^ ^^'^v 
)it was attendcil by moft of the mcmbcra iu oppo^uoii* -' 



( ^ > 

December tu 
Mr. Burkfy after defiring tbe Clerk to read the nreiTige from the Lordsr^* 
pointing the day of Mr. Haftings's triaU moved, that tbe Committee to whoin 
the aniwer of Mr. Haftings had been^referred, mould be appointed managers of 
the profecution/againft him. 

The motion was agreed to { as were alfo the following oneSi viz. That A. 
Wallis and R. Troward» Efqrs. be appointed Solicitors for the profecution ; 
and that this Houfe attend the trial, as a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

Mr. Fox rofe to move for the appointment of Philip Francis, Efq. to be one 
of tbe managers of the impeachment. He introduced this motion with a 
. fpcech of fome length, in which he urged the nomination of this gentleman 
with great earneftnefs. 
After fome debate, a divifion enfued, when there appearedf 
For the motion* - • - 52 

Againility • . • ,20 

Majority ... 68 

November ^9. 

"While the Commocs were proceeding to make good their additional charges 
againft Mr. Haftings, the Peers were making the neceflary arrangement for 
hi« trial j accordingly on the 29th of November, that Houfe proceeded to take 
firtber into confidcralion the anfwers prefented by Warren Haftings, Efq. 
againft -certain articles uf impeachment preferred againft him by the Houfe of 
Commons. Mr. Haftings attending without, was brought to the bar by the 
Ufl)er of the Black Rod, and koecling, when he approached the fame, waa 
directed by the Lord Chancellor to rife : the Clerks read the anfwers, relieving 
each other at the end of three ikins of parchment ; at about half after five they 

fot through the whole of the bufinefs. The Lord Chancellor then afked Mr. 
laftings, whether thofe were tbe anfwers he meant to abide by; and being 
anfwered in the affirmative, he was dire£ted to withdraw. 

Mr. Haftings in his defence affirmsi that he was four feveral times expreflly f 
appointed by the legiflature to the office of Governor-General of Bengal, in (rafont 
of great difficulty and diftrefs, affe&ing every part of the Britifh empire ; and 
that he never, diredly or indircftly, applied to tbe King's Minifters, to the Di- 
rtfkoTSf or to any individual whatfoever, either to be originally appointed Gover- 
nor-General of Bengal, or to be continued in that high office ; that many of the 
adts for which he ftands impeachable were done prior to feveral of his re-appoint- 
ments ; that they were regularly communicated by him to the Court of Diredors, 
and by them, according to law, to the King's Minifters ; that of the millions 
who are faid to be aggrieved by his ads, no one man has yet been found to com- 
plain againft him, although the charges originally exhibited arrived in India, in 
the month of Auguft 1786} that the fyftem of Government which he efta- 
blifhed, is at this moment adhered to ; that the Princes of India, whom he is 
faid by his adls to have injured, have correfponded with him fince his return to 
England, and at the prefent moment continue their correfpondence with him ; 
that from the Proprietors and Diref^ors of the Eaft India Company he received 
the moft flattering marks of approbation while abroad, and on his return to 
England, the unanimous thanks of the Court of Dire^ors, for his long, faithful* 
and able fervices ; that at the time he rtfigned the fervice of the Company, he 
received the moft convincing proof of the efteem of his fcliow-fcrvants, and the 
Britifh fubjeAs in Calcutta, in an add refs delivered to him on the morning of his 
departure, and that a fecond from the officers of the army was tranfmitted to him 
many months after his return to England 5 that fo far from the honor of the nation 
having been affefted, or the Company's profperity diminifhed by his ads, he 
affirms, that during a long and arduous Government, the national chara^er was 
preferved in Indoftan, and the Company's profperity confiderably incrcafcd ; that 
after peace had been completely reiftored to every pan of India, and the internal 
arrangements con ftrqu-nt of peace effeded, he, on the ift of February 1785, 
voluntarily refigned that ftation, which he had held for 13 years ; that he hafd not 
mentioned the preceding circumftanccs with a view of eluding any fpccific arti- 
cle of acculation, but when he was accufed of rapacity* tyranny, injuftice, 

pecpla^ien* 
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peculation^ and breach of faitbf be deemed himfelf intltled to ftate generallyy 
that the tenor of his chata^^ry as known and efteemed by thofe amongft whom 
he had ferved for fo many years, was held in every inftance the rcverfe. 

A copy of the above anfwer was, upon motion, ordered to be fent to the Hotife 
of Commons^ 

December xq. 
A meflage from the Commons .being delivered, acquainting their Lordfhips» 
that certain of their Members attended, they were ordered to be admitted ; and 
being introduced, Mr, Burke, accompanied by the Committee chofen for that 
purpofe, delivered in the ufu^il form to ihe Lord Chancellor, at their Lordfhips* 
bar, the replication of the Commons to the anfwer of Warren Haftings, £fq. 
againft the charges exhibited againft him* 

The Commons having retired^ the above waa read by the Clerk of Parliament, 
and a confequent otder made. 

That their Lordfhips do proceed to the trial of Warren Haftings, Efq. at the 
bar of their Houfe on the thirteenth day of February next. 

Ordered, that the proper officers do make the neceifary preparations for the 
aforefaid trial. 

Decembekix* 
Lord Ktnnaird moved, " That an humble Addrefs beprefentedto his Majefty 
Ibat he will be gracioufly pleafed to give dirtdtions to the proper officers, to pre- 
pare Weftminfter Hall for the trial of Warren Haftings, Efq; the faid Warren 
Haftings having been charged with High Crimes and Mifdemeanors^ ^nd im» 
peached by the Commons of England at the bar of that Houfe.*' 
• December X4v 

The Lordr with white ftaves informed the Houfe, that his Majefty had been 
waited on with their Lordfliips' Addrefs, for the fitting up of Weftminfter* 
HalU for the trial of Warren Haftings, Efq; and that bis Majefty had bten 
gracioufly pleafed tp anfwer, that he woif Id give the neceflary orders for that 
porpofe. _ . 

February 7, 1788. 
The Hon. Mr. ?• Montagu knade a report from the Committee appointed 
to fearcb pt^cedenta in cafeaof impeachments^ when the following" orders were 
agreed to, viz. 

I. That the Managers appointed to make good the articles of impeachment 
againft Warren Haftings, Efq. do firftgoout of theHoufetothe places appointed 
for them in Weftminfter-HaUs before the other members do go out of the 
Houfe* 

II. That after the Speaker ihall have left the chair» the members, for th» 
snore regular proceeding, be xalled over by the Clerk> by their counties 
aaufual. 

ni- That no member do prefnme to go out of the Houfe» till the county for 
which he fervea be called. 

IV. That no perfons bfit members of this Houfe do prefume to fit in the 
flacea appoinud for members in Weftminfter-Hall. 

V. That the Serjeant at Arms do Uke into cuftody all perfona nbt being 
nembcrt!, who may be found in fuch places. 

That all paflages leading to and from the laid places be kept clear* 
Tbit theft orders bcobferved on^inck day of the iaid trial* 

PRO. 



s: «« I 
OR D E R 

or THE , 

PROCESSION 

9%9U THE 

HOUSE of LORDS 

T O T H B 

HIGH COURT OF PARLIAMENT 

' ' \ . IN 

W E 5 T M I N S T'ft R . H A L Lt 

Gentlemen Attendants of the Lord Chancellor^ • 
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Pwrs Eldeft 5oif8, and Peers, minor, Two ai)4 TfR* . 

Yeoman Ulher of the Hoiife. 

Gentleman Uiher of the Black Rod 

* ': TbeF«£R6»TwoaBdTwo. * 

(Barons, Biihops, Vifconnts, Bark, Ma^quifies s»d IHrilRi) 

Serjeant at Arma^.winihiil'Mace.. i . 

Hera^lds. 
•^The Lord iEIiCH Chancellor of Great-Brit-Aiit* 



[For the Arrangement of the different Seats in the Couit, the Reader it 
referred to the Fjlan annexed.] 
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WARREN HASTINGS, Efq. &c. 



FtRST Day. tiaftings, Efq. Tke mcflage was immediately 

WiDKisDAY, FxBRUART 13* returned, that the Common^ were ready to^ 

THE Houfe met at ten, and by fub(hmtiate their charges. The Lords were 

eleren a meflage was Tent to the then called over by the Clerk, and arranged 

Commons, that the Houfe was im- by Sir Ifaac Heaitl, .Principal King at Arms, 

tnediatdy going to adjourn to WeiUninfter- when upwards of two hundred proceeded 

Hall, to proceed upon the trial of Warren in ordci: to Weftmipftcr-Hali *. 

* Pnevious to thdr Lordfliips approach to the HaU, aboiit eleven o*clo<;k, her Migefty, 
>^th the Princeffts Elizabeth, Augulta and Mary, made their appearance in the Puke of New- 
caftle's gallery. Her Majefty was dreiTed' in a fawn^obured fattin, her head-drefs plain^ 
^th a very (lender fpritilding of diamonds. The koyal box was graced with the Ducheis of 
Gloucefler and the young Prince. The ladles were all in morning dreflbs $ a few with fea- 
then and variegated flowers in their head-drefs, but nothing fo remarkable as to attrad public 
attention. 

Mrs« Fitzherbert was in the Royal box* 

The Dukes of Cumberland, GloUcefter afld York, and the Prince of Wales, with their 
trains, followed the ChanceUor, and clofed the procefHon. 

Upward9 of two hundred of the Commons with the Speaker, were in the galkary. 

The Managers, Charles Fox and all, were in full dc^s. 

But a very few of the Commons were full drdfed-^fome of them were In boots* Their 
feats Were covered with green doth— <-the reft of the buikling was *^ dne red.'* 

Mr» Haftings ftood for feme time— On a motion from a Peer, the ChanceUor allowed, as 
ft fivour, that the Prifoner (hould have a chaiF— And he (at the whole time — but occaiionally^ 
When he fpoke to his Counfel. 

His Counfel were Mr. Law, Mr. Pbmeis Mr. Dallas.— For the Comi^|>ns— -Dr. Scott 
and Dr» Lawrence j Meflrs. Mansfield, Piggot, Burke, and Douglas. ^ 

A party of hodb-fuirds, under the command of a Fiekl Officer, with a Captain's party 
from the horA^grenadiflrs, attended daily during the trial. 

A body of three hundred foot-goards alfo kept the avenues clear, and a confidenable 
«umb«:of oonftabfet attended for the purpoft of takini offenders into cuftodyr- 

Jl TVwk 
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Tli« Peers were preceded by' 

Lord Chancellor's Gentlemen Attendant^ 

two and two, 

Clerk Afliilant of the Houfe of Lords, and 

Cleilc of the Parliaments. 

Clerk of the Crown in Chancery. 

Clerk of the Crown in the King's Bench. 

Maflers in Chancery, two and two. 

~^ The Judges. 

^ - Serjeants Adair and Hill. 

YeomanUfher of the Black Rod. 

Sir Francis Molyneux, Gentleman Ufher of 

the Black Rod. 

Two Heralds. 

The Lords Barons, two and two. 

The Lords Bifhops, two and two. 

The Lords Vifcounts, two and two. 

The Lords Earls, two and two. 

ThCLords Marquifles, two and two. 

The Lords Dukes, two and two. 

The Mace-Bearer. 

The Lord Chancellor, with his train borne. 

(All in their Parliamentary Robes.) 
The Lords Spiritual feated themfelves on 
thdr Bench, which was on the fide on-which 
they entered j as they paffed the throne, they 
bowed to it, as if the King was feated in 
it. 

The Temporal Lords croffed over the Houfe, 
' . and each made a refpeftful bow to the feat of 
Majelly. 

In this proceflion, the juniors of each clafe 
•f Nobility walked firft ; and the feniors laft 5 
tif courfe the laft held the moft. honourable 
fbtion. 

As foon as their Lordfhips were feated in 
the Lower Chamber, the Lord Chancellor 
aiked leave for the Judges to be covered. 

At twelve the Court was opened, and the 
Seijeant at Arms, with a very audible voice, 
. made the ufual proclamation ; after which, 
■ in old blunt Engliih, he fummioned " War- 
** ren Haftings, Efq. to come forth in Court 
*< to fave THiE AKo THV BAIL, otheHH^e 
** the recognizance of thou and thy bail will 
•* be forfeited." 

Mr. Haftings immediately appeared at the 
Bar with his two fureties, Mr. Sullivan and 
Mr. Sumner, and immediately dropped on his^ 
]tne<^ ; when the Lord Chancellor fignifkd 
that he might rife. He feemed very infirm, 
ahd much indifpofed. . He was dreifed in a 
plain poppy-coloured fuit of clothes. 

After Mr. Haftings appeared at the Bar, a 
Proclamation as follows was made : 

*• Whereas Charges of High Crimes and 

y^-^ii Mifdemeanors have been exhibited by the 

• " Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles in Par- 

<^ iiament -afTembied, in the name of them- 

** ftlvcs, and of all the Conrunons of Great 

f« Sritain, againft Warren Haftingsj EA^. 



** All porlbns concerned are to tal» notice^ 
^ that he now ftands on his trial, and x^sf- 
'* may come forth in order to make good the 
" faid charges." 

Proclamation being made, the Lord Chan- 
cellor rofe, and addrefted the prifoner as fol- 
lows : — 

** Warren Haftings, 

•* You are called upon, after every expe*- 
•* dient allowance, for your defence. Yo» 
^ have had bail *• you have Counfel. Much 
<* time alfo has been granted you — becoming 
** well the cu-cumftanccs of your cafe. 

« For the matter in tl^ Charges is moft 
'^ momentous, and the dates are remote,. 
•* fmce the occurrenc«» in thofe cliarges al- 
« ledgcd againft you are (laid to have beea 
*' committed 

'* Thefe advantages you muft underftand, 
** while you feel. — You are to deem them 
** not an indulgence of this Houfe — but the 
" fair claim of right — a conceflion of nothing, 
** but what you have in common with all 
" around you— what every Briitifli fabjeft 
« may afk, and every Britifh tribunal ibuft 
*» allow. 

*' Conduft your Defence, therefore, in a 
** manner that may befit your ftation, and the 
" magnitude of the charges againft you. — 
* Eftimate rightly the hijgh charafter of thofa 
*« you haveto anfwer — theCbmmons of Great ^ 
*' Britain \ — ^who, at once, perhaps, attach 
*' Hkdihood to doubt— and enforce auihori- 
" ty, certainly, on accufation." 

To which Mr. Haftings made ahnoft ver- 
batim the following anfwer : 
'* My Lords, 

** I am come to this high tribunal equally 
^ impreiTed with a< confidence in my own in- 
** tegrity, and in the juftice of the Court be- 
** fore which I ftand." 

This ceremony being over, the reading 
Clerk b^an to r^ the firft charge, and with 
the Ckrk Affiftanti D^uty Clerk of the 
Crown, and another gentleman who attended 
as an additional Clerk, their Lordfhips got 
through the reading of feveachaxiges and feven 
anfwers. 

The Marquis of Stafford, when it was im-> 
poilible for the Clerk to fee any longer, moved 
to adjourn to the Chamber of Parliament 5 
when, upon motion, the further coniideration 
of the above trial was put off until ten o'doclc 
next morning. 



SxcoND Dat. 

Thursday, FasauAay 14. 

The names of the Houfe^^ng called over 

by Qarter King at Amu and his Affiftant, 

the proceflion went in the fame order as the 

preceding day,* and being feated lathe Court, 

A th* 
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iht fame formalities took place as at the open- 
ing of the .bufmcfs ; after wtiich Mr. Haft- 
Ings was called to the bar with his baii, 
Mr. Sullivan and Mr. Sumner. 

The remaining twelve charges and the 
anfwers v^ere then read by the Clerks attend- 
ing. It was near five o'clock before the 
reading was finiihed, and the conclufion of 
Mr. Haftings* defence evidently made a deep 
Impreflion upon the audience. — The Lords 
-Immediately returned to their Houfe, and 
adjourned *• 



Third Day, 
Friday, February 15, 
The Court being feated, f and after the 
ufu^ proclamation Mr. Haillngs appearing 
at the bar, the Lord Chancellor demanded 
wlio appeared in- behalf of the Commons to 
fubflantiate the Charges. 
Mr. Burke immediately rofe, and made his 
. obedience to the Court ; and every eye was 
M this moment rivetted upon him. ^ He 
p ? ^Rood forth, he laid, at the command of the 
"■ Commons of Great Britain, as flie accufer 
of Warren Haftings." 

Mr. Burke then flopped for above a mi- 
nute, at the end of which he refumed, and 
i:ontinued bis fpeech for two hours and a 
T half. It was grave and temperate ; but was 
j>athetic and affecting. Every expreffion and 

ffentiment was appropriate; ancl though in 
the progrefs he led jthe ignorant to the mo(t 
familiar acquaintance with the origin of the 
•crimes and the evils of India, he afloniihed 
the mod knowing with the new afpe£l 
which he gave to the whole, after it had been 
fo long agitated and fo thoroughly difculTed. s 
He apoftrophized the tribunal before which 
he ftood — congratulated his country on pof- 
feHing fo powerfid an inftrument of juftice, 
and fo authoritative a corre6lor of abufe, 
and hoped that no corruptions would ever 
taint, and no focieties of fpecial- pleading and 
Old Bailey prevarication be able to under- 



lie ftated, that the fubje<a mattef of the 
prefem lotpeachment had been in a oourfe of 
inveltigation and enquiry for nearly fourteen 
years before the Commons of England j that 
the refult was, their having found ample 
reafon to conclude, that Mr. Haftings oueht, 
in juftice to the millions who had lived upder 
his government in Aiia, and in juftice to the 
national charader, which he appeared to 
have difgraced by his conduft in the exalted 
ftation of Governor General of India, to be 
put upon his triaL He then went ^ into a 
general view of the hiftory of Hindoftan, 
and of its particular hiftory as affected by 
English enterprize and EngUfti rapine. He 
enumerated and defcribed the various ranks of 
Englifti fociety in India, and carried them 
through their feveral gradations of writer, 
fadlor, junior merchant, and fenior mer- 
chant, up to the ftate officg-s in the fervicc. 
He paflTed from this to the Indian charadJer, 
and drew the picture of a Banyan in the moft 
forcible and glowing colours. He next went 
into a fhort but admirably drawn hiftory of 
the people, religion, manners, and revolutions 
of the Gentoo tribes — their divifion into 
cafts — their local religion -and prejudi c es ■ 
the irruption and change made by the Maho- 
metan — the revolution accompliflied by the 
Tartar Tamerlane, and the ftow but more 
portentous confequences of the Engli/h in- 
road. In the courfe of his fpecdh he worked 
up the paflions of the Court in fo powerful 
a manner, when he delbribed the fufferings 
of the native Hindoos under the government 
of Mr. Haftings, that the Court repeatedly 
called out hear ! hear ! At half after 
two he concluded liis exordium, and brought 
down the fubjedt to the year 1756 ; at which 
aera, he faid, if their Lordfhips would give 
him leave, "he would begin to trace the con- 
dM& of Mr. Haftings 5 but being then much 
fatigued, he prayed permiftion to proceed the 
next day, which was ^anted^ and the Houfe 
adjourned. 



* The attendance of the Houfe of Conunons was this day very diin -^ the number of Mem- 
l>ers, for a few minutes near the dofe, was .40 — through the greater part of the day, tliert 
•were not 20 prefent.— The audience, too, was comparatively thin. 

There were prefent near 80 Temporal Peers — and 1 5 Bifhops, including York and Can- 
terbury. 

f There were prefent. Barons 54— ^iftiops 17 — Earls, Marquiflcs, and Vifcounts 68— 
Dukes 12— Judges 9— Princes of the Blood 4— in all 164* 
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Fourth Day. 
Saturday, FiBituAitY 15. 

The Court being opened with the ufqal 
folemnities *, and Mr. HaiUngs called to 
the bar, 

Mr. Bur^e reTumed his introductory ad- 
•Irefs to the Court. He commenced by ob- 
ferving, that in his fpeech of the preceding 
day, he had thought it lieceflary, for the pre- 
eifion of their future judgment, to defcribe 
at large the fituation and manners of the 
people of India, though that defcriptioo did 
pot tisnd dire^y to the crimination of Mr. 
^ ^ Haflings. Though he had fpoken of the 
^^/tyranny of their Subahs, Mr. Haftings was 
no farther culpable, in that refped, than in 
having followed their fteps with a skrvilk 
rinzLiTY: — he had mentioned theweak- 
nefs of fome particular iniUtutions; t>ut 
there Mc H'aftings was only to blame, where 
he had abufed that weaknefs in the purfuance 
«f inteieiltd purpofes. This general ftate- 
ment, however, was ncce/Tary to the under- 
ilanding of the fpccific faAs>; which, with 
their fubitantiation by evidence, fhould, in 
due time, be fubmittCKi to the Court. 

The aera, Mr. Buvke obferved, of Euro- 
peans firft landing in Hindo/lan, was not 
lefs remarkable than it might have been 
glorious, if proper meafures had been pur- 
fucd ) if the difcoyeries of a more enlighten- 
ed part of the globe had been communicated 
to its innocent inhabitants \ and if the re- 
formed ChrifUanity of this IHand had been 
properly inculcated. But this unfortunately 
was not done. In the place of friendly com- 
xnunication, the traces of European accefs 
^ero mark^ by treachery and rapine. Thofe 
who firil advanced, had undoubtedly to pafs 
ever a vaft river, with the depth of which 
they were wholly unacquainted \ but by 
frequent pradice, a bridge was laid, * over 
which the lame might pafs, and the blind 
might grope their way.' The arts of plun- 
der might have been fuppofed to have reached 
their lieight under the command of Lor4 
Olive, but when that nobleman returned to 
Europe, it appeared that he left an abundant 
«rop of (uccefTors behind. All thefe too 
were iniired to the practices of rapine, and 
«ncouraged*to fuch a degree by repeated fuc- 
cefs, that there was not a captain of a band 
of ragged fepoys who did not look to thi^ 



dcpofition of a Suhah, and the plunder ot j) 
province. 

Mr. Burke thep proceeded to iUuftrate 
thefe general pofitions, by entering into a 
detailed account of the tranfadlions in In- 
dia, from 1760 to the year 1774, when Mr. 
Haftings returned tq India in the charafter 
of Prelident of the Supreme Council. H^ 
dwelt at large qfi the feveral revolutions 
which took place in that period, when, by 
the intervention of the Company's troops, 
?he Sovereignty was transferred from Sujah 
Dovdah to Mcer Jaffier, and again froni 
Meer Jaffier to his fon-in-law, Coitim Ally 
Cawn. In the latter of thefe, Mr.HafUngs, 
who was then Refi^ept at the Durbar, had 
been employed. Treachery, he fald, was 
found neceiTary to effed^uate the purpofes of 
the Engli/h, and therefore the auOTifUnce of 
Warren HafHngs was cflcntiaHy requifite. 
He dwelt alfo, at length, on the opprdTion o^ 
Mahomed Reza Cawn, the famine whicl^ 
fucceeded, and the events in general which 
took place before the appointment of t!^ 
Supreme Council. But through a detail fo. 
various and conysjiyatcd it would be vain ta 
follow him. 

On fpeaking of the appointment and cha- 
rafter of Mr. Haftings, the conduft of this 
gentleman, he faid, had been diftinguifhed 
for an adherence, not to the general principles 
which adluate mankind, but to a kind of 

OEOGRAPHICAL MORALITY— a fct of»prin- 

ciples fuited only to a particular climate, fo 
that what was peculation and tyranny in 
Europe, loft both its effence and its name iix 
India. The nature of things changed, in the 
opinion of Mr. Haftings ; and as the Teamen 
have a cuftom of dipping perfons crofting 
the Eq^uiNocTiAL, fo by that operation 
every one who went to India was to be un- 
BAPTizxD, and to lofe every idea of reli- 
gion and morality wliich had been imprefted 
on him in Europe. But this doftrine, he 
hoped, wou\d now no longer be advanced. 
It was t!ie duty of a Britilh Governor to en- 
force Britifti laws j to correal the opinion^ 
aitd praftices of the people, not to conform 
his opinion to their prafticej and their Lord- 
ftiips vtrould therefore undoubtedly try Mr, 
Haitings by the laws with which they were, 
acquainted, not by laws which they did not 
know. But Mr. Haftings had pleaded the 
local cul^omsof Hindoft.ui, as reqviring the 



* There were prcfent, Barons 54— Biftiopjs 17 — Vifcounts, Earls, and Marquiftfes, 68—. 
l)uke^ ;4---Judges 9 — the Lord Chancellor, the Royal Dukes, with the Prince of Wales, 
cloitd'thc proceftion«-Total 2735 being a greater number than appeared on any of thek 
feroier days, ' ' 
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poerclon of arbitrary power ♦. He claimed 
ARBITRARY POWER. FroHi whom, ill the 
jiame of afl that was ftrange, could he derive, 
or how had he the audacity to claim, fuch a 
power ? He could not have derived it fropn 
fhe Eaft India Company^ for they had none 
|o confer. He could not have received it 
from his Sovereign, for the Sovereign had it 
not to bcflow. It could not have been given 
by either Houfe of Parliamf nt-r-for it was 
finknown to the BritlHi Conflitution ! 

Yet Mr. Haftings adding under the afTump? 
fion of this aiJthprity, had avowed his rejc^^ipn 
pf ^ritifh A&s of Parliament, had gloried in 
the fuccefs which he pretended to derive 
from their violation, and had on every occa-: 
fion attempted to juftify the exercife pf ar- 
bitrary power in its greateil extent. 

[Mr. Bqrke being greatly cxiiaufled, Wlh 
Adam read a letter to this effed fron^ %lr, 
Haflings to the Court of Dire^ors,] 

Having thus avowedly afted in oppo(ition 
^o the laws' of Great Britain, he fled, but in 
vain, for (helter to other laws and other 
iifages. Would he appeal to the Mahonfiedan 
law for Ms juftification? In the whole 
Koran there was not a fingle text which 
fould juflify the powers he Had aiTumed. 
Would he appeal to the Gentop Code ? There 
the effort would alfo be vain ; a fyftem of 
ftrifter jufticf, or more pure morality, ttjcre 
did not exift. It was therefore equal whe- 
ther he fled for fhelter to a Britlfti Court of 
Juftice or a Gentoo Pagoda ; he in either in- 
ftance flood convifted as a daring violator of 
the laws. If he appealed, indeed, to the 
prattices of the country, it would be granted, 
that other peculators and other tyrants had 
exifled before Warren Hafl:ings ; but that 
was by np means a juftification of his con- 
duft : on the contrary, as they did not pre^ 
tend to 9i€t according to the laws, fo they 
were punifhed by their fuperiors for a^ing 
\n oppofltion to the laws. Mr. Burke here 
recited fome inftancss where flmilar offences 
bad been punifhed in Officers of finance by 



the Sovereigns of the dlflri^!, as bong c«u 
trary to the laws of Hindoflan. 

He concluded a fpeech of three hours and' 
ten minutes, by an apo(ogy to the Court for 
the time he had occupied. If he had l>eea 
diffufe, he hoped their Lordlhips would at- 
tribute it fblely to an anxious wilh tha^ 
j^uflice fhould take pla^e in a caufe, the moft 
complicated ^nd momentous, perliaps, that 
ever was fubmitted to any Court. He fhould 
now proceed, > he faid,. tg fubflantiate the fe- 
veral charges, beginning with that corrupt 
rapacity from which t|ie delinquency had 
fprung, and prpcecding from thence to the 
flithcr branches of guilt, which would appear 
to have been produced from that ruling prin- 
ciple, both in the internal government oC 
Bengal, and in the other provinces, which 
tie had fo fignificantly called his externai, 

RESOURCES. 

Mr, Burke appeared to he greatly exhaufled 
by the delivery of this fpeegh. 
T!^ Court acQoui-ned to Monday. 

Fifth P a^t., 
Monday, February iS. 

The Lords having taken their feats, Mr, 
Burke refuiped his fpeech, 

He faid, that the government of Mr. Haf- 
tings was founded in bribery and corruption | 
that his adminiflration was one continue^ 
fcens of peculation. Nunducomar, a man of 
lugh rank, had become the accufer of Mr. 
Haflings ; but he was foon taken off by a pro- 
fecution for felony. But Nunducomar was 
not the only accufer j if everything that man 
had faid of Mr. Haflings had been fcandaloufn 
ly falfe, ftili it appeared upon the oath of one 
of the mofl illuffaious Ladies, or PrinceflTcs in 
Bengal, that Mr. Haftings had received from 
her, orheragent^ a bribe of 4.0,000!. fterling. 
This oath, and this charge of peculation, 
were upon record in the archives of the Eaft- 
India Conipany ; but no trace could be foundi 
of any anifwer made by Mr. Haflings to 4 
charge fo injurious to his charader. 



* When Mr. Burke's argument led himi forth agalnft arbitrary power, he called together 
all the forces of Truth and Equity— npt only the Genius of England, but pf all Afla, cla- 
morous on his fide — The Koran— rthe Inflitute^ of Timur — ^the Gentoo Code — aU, at every 
idea of tyrannical ufurpation, as flrong and ftedfaft as our Statutes at Large.-r-In fliort, 
iaid he, *^ Talk to jps any where pf Power, and I'll tell you of Pro^ion ! Mention a, 
*' Magiftrate, and the idea fellows; of Property ! Shew me ^ny Government, and you arc 
<* to fee the propofed interefl of thofe governed !— Power confiituted otherwife is a mon- 
*' fter — that is impofTible ! — in every fyflem, where there is any ^lotion of the Juflice of 
** God, Of the Good pf Mankind ! 

• To aft or think otherwife is blafphemy ta religion, no lefs than uproar in local order ! 
^ For '^ Eyery good and perfeft gift is of God;" — and what good gift of God to Man can 
^ lie more perfect, than the innate idea of juftice ^d Mercy — the Law written in our 
V Hearts — the Primum Vivxns, the Ultimum Moriens, of every bekg that has the 
V. ^allo( rwfbnl'* 
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There was aiib evidence, he obferved, of a 
fcribe of 40,000!. more, received for a judg- 
•ncnt pronounced by Mr. Haftings, in a caufc 
^prherein the half-brother of a dcceafed Rajah, 
and an adopted fon of the fame Rajah, were 
concerned 5 they both claimed the inheritance 
of the deceafed, which was of immenfe value 5 
ior lie had died poffefled of a tradl of land 
equal in extent to all the northern counties of 
England, York/hire included. 

The fyftem of peculation purfued by Mr. 
HaAings had met with many checks, from the 
integrity of Gen. Chvering, Col. Monfon, and 
Mr. Francis j but it had extended fo far, that 
it could not "be concealed from thofe who felt 
for the honour of the Britifli name and for hu- 
manity. Mr. Haftings knew this, and hav- 
ing reafon toapprdiend that the enquiry infti* 
tuctd by Parliament into delinquencies on the 
coaft of Coromandel, would at laft reach Ben- 
gal, he fuddenly had recourfe to an expedient 
for fcreening himfelf from the refentment of 
his conftituents, by making them gainers by 
his peculation. Finding himfelf on the eve 
of deteftion, he paid into the Company's trea- 
sury a vaft fum of money which he had re- 
ceived contrary to law ; but then he faid he 
did not receive it for his own ufe, but for that 
€>f the Company. However, there was in this 
jnftance a circumftance that feemed to contra- 
<fift his affertion, " That he had received the 
money for the ufe of the Company :** it was 
this ; — ^When he paid tli# money into the 
treafary at Calcutta, he took bonds for it ; fo 
that, in faft, the Company, to whom this 
money was faid to belong, was made debtor 
to Mr. Haftings for the full amount of it. 
On his heing queftioned at home by the 
Court of Diredors, and aiked why be had 
taken bonds for money not his own, his an- 
iwer was, " That he did not Icnow ; he could 
not tell at that diftance of time (lefs than 
three years) j it might be to prevent the cu- 
rious at Calcutta from being acquainted with 
the proceedings of the ftatc ; that he ought 
not to be preffed now for an account of mo- 
tives which he no longer remembered, and of 
which he could not give any account now, as 
his papers were in India,'* 

Peculation flept for fome time, whilft Mr, 
Haftkjgs had a majority of the Council againft 
him. Biit Gea. Clavering and Col. Monfon 
having been removed by death, and Mr. Fran- 
cis, harraflfed and tbed of his fituation, hav- 
ing rcflgned, the Council then confifted of 
only Mr. Haftings and Mr. Wheler j and the 
former havin;? a cafting voice, had m his own 
perfon a majority in the Council ; or, in other 
words, the whole Government of India was 
vcAcd j'n himfdf alone. — Then it was that he 
rtfolved to opsn anew fhe channels of ^culai. 



tion. Six provincial Councils had been efta- 
bliftied for the coUe^ion and management of 
the public revenue; but thefe Councils he 
aboliftied, and in their room eftablifticd one 
iingle Council, under whofe management was 
placed the adminiftration of the whole reve*. 
nue of the kingdoms of Bengal, Baliar, and 
Orixa. Tills new Council he compofed en- 
tirely of his ovm creatures and favourites j but 
as it was neccflary they Ihould have for their 
Secretary fome native, acquainted with the 
laws and cuftoms of the country, he appoint- 
ed one who was entirely devoted to him. 
This was the famous, cr rather infamous 
Congo Burwant Sing. Of this man there 
were not two opinions j all the friends as well 
as the enemies of Mr. Haftings agreeing, that 
htwas the moft atrocious villain that India 
^er produced. The Members ©f the new 
Council foon felt that they were cyphers, and 
mere tools to this deteftablc inftrument of cor- 
ruption. This they themfelves exprefled in a 
letter, which Mr. Burke read, in which they 
faid that he dived into the fecrets of fami- 
lies, availed himfelf of them, and had It in 
his power to lay the whole country under 
contribution. . Such was the confidential 
agent of -Mr. Haftings. Before that Gentle- 
man had appointed him Secretary to the new 
Council, he knew the public opinion of* the 
maf.j and yet he wrote to the Court of DI- 
reftors, that this Congo Sing was generally 
fpokenlU of^butthatheknewnoharmof him : 
He knew, however, that he was a man of 
great abilities, and therefore he employed him. 

Next in infamy to Congo Burwant Sing, 
and fecond only to him in villainy, was Devi 
Sing 5 one of the moft ftiocklng monfters that 
ever ftained the page ofhiftory. — This vil- 
lain, driven -on account of his infamous ad- 
miniftration from one important ftation which 
he held, was able to obtain, through his 
partner in iniquity, Congo Burwant Sing, a 
moft lucrative fituation under the Company : 
he was admitted at a time when he was a 
bankrupt, and owed aio,ocol. to farm the re- 
venue of a very large dIftridL One part c f his 
inftru^ons was, that he fliould not raife the 
rents, or impofe new taxes upon the inhabi- 
tants ; hut fuch inftruftions did not weigh 
nnich with a man, who knew that if he broke 
through them, he was fure of impunity, 
through the powerful influence of Congo 
Binwant Sing. 

He therefore refolved by plunder and ra- 
pine of every fort, to make the moft of his 
bargain. He immediately raifed the rents, 
contrary to his Inftruflions :— he threw the 
people of quality, as well as others, into pri- 
fon, and there made them give him bonds tp 
what amounx he pleafed, as the purchafe of 

th£jf 
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Aeir liberty. — Thefe bonds he afterwards put 
in force. — Firft, he put their demefne lands up 
to auftion, and they were knocked down at 
•ne year's purchafe, though the ufual price of 
land in that country was ten. The real pur- 
chafer was himfelf.— Next he foW the lands^ 
they held by Icafe ; next the lands given by 
the then owners, or their anceftbrs, for the 
pious and humane purpofes of providing for 
thefick and infinn j laftly, he fold even the 
very ground -dellined for the burial of the 
owners ; and this was to them, from the na- 
ture of their education and religion, the moft 
heart-rending of all their loffes. — This, how- 
ever, was not all. — He made ufe of a fpecics of 
f'tlUry, which in India is more dreadful than 
death, becaufe it drives people from their caft, 
'f hofe wlio have been difgraced by this pillory, 
no matter whether with or without juil caufe, 
. are, as it were, excommunicated ; they are 
difowncd by their own tribe, nay, by their 
own neareft relations, and are driven into the 
fociety of the outcafts of all fociety. This 
pillory is a bullock, with a drum on eachfide, 
and the perfon who is once feated on it, is 
iver after difgraced and degraded, he and all 
his pofterity. Devi Sing had this tremendous 
bullock walking through the villages ; at his 
approach the inhabitants all fled : and to ge- 
neral was tlieir defertlon of their habitations, 
that an Eugliihman travelled 1 5 miles without 
ioeing a Are, or a light in any houfe« 

The poor Ryots, or hufbandmcn, 'were 
treated in a manner that would never gain be- 
L'ef, if it was not attefted by the records of the 
Company ; and Mr. Burke thought it nccef- 
fary to apologize to their Lordfliips for the hor- 
rid relation, with which he would be obliged 
to harrowup their feelings : the worthy Com- 
miilioner Patterfcn, who had authenticated 
the particulars of this relation, had wiihed 
that for the credit of human nature, he might 
have drawn a veil over them' ; but as he had 
been fent to enquire into them, he mufl, in 
difcharge of his duty, Aate thole particulars, 
however Shocking they were to his feelings. 
The cattle and com of the hulbandmen were 
ibid for lets than a quarter of their value, and 
tiwir huts reduced to aihes ! the unfortunate 
owners were obliged to borrow from ufurers, 
that they might difcharge their bonds, which 
had unjufUy and illegally been extorted from 
them while they were in confinement ; and 
fuch was the determination of the inficrnal 
fiend, Devi Sing, to have t\^fe bonds dif- 
char^d, that the wretched hulbandmen were 
•bliged to borrow money, not at 20, or 30, 
0140, or 50, but at six RVNOREDper cent. 



to fatisfy htm ! Thofe who could not rai!e tfar 
money, were moft cruelly tortured : conk 
we're drawn tight round their fingers, till the 
flefh of the four on each hand wa^ a^ually io- 
corporated, and become one foiid mafs : th» 
fingers were then feparated again by wedges dT 
iron and wood driven in between them. 
Others were tied two and two by the feet, and 
thrown acrofs a wooden bar, upon which thejr 
hung, with their feet uppermoft j they weic 
then beat on the foles of the feet, till their toe- 
nails dropped off. 

They were afterwards beat about the hea4 
till the blood gufhed out at the mouth, nofc, 
and ears j they were alfo flogged upon tho 
naked body with bamboo canes, and prickif 
buihes, and, above all, with fome poiibiu)us 
weeds, which were of a moft cauftic nature^ 
and burnt at every touch. ^ The cruelty of 
the monfter who had ordered all this, had 
contrived how to tear the mind as well as 
the body j he frequently had a father and Pdq 
tied naked to one another by the feet and 
arms, and then flogged till the flcin was tora 
from the fle/h j and he had thedevili/h latif- 
faftion to know that every blow muft hurt 5 
for if one efcaped the fon, his fenfibility was 
• wounded by the knowledge he had that the 
blow had fallen upon hl^ father : the lame 
torture was felt by the father, when he kneyr 
that every blow that mifled him had fallen 
upon his fon. i 

The treatment of the females could not be 
defcribed -.—dragged forth from the inmost 
recefles of their houfes, which the religion of 
the country had made (6 many fan^luariesy 
they were cxpofed naked to public vievwj 
tl»e virgins were carried to tlie Court of Juf- 
tice, where they might naturally have looked 
for protediioh j but now they looked for it 
in vain j for in the face of the Miniftcrs of 
Juftice, in the face of the ^peiSlators, in tho 
face of the fun, thofe tender and modeft vir- 
gins were brutally violated. The only diflfo. 
rence between their treatment and that of 
their mothers was, that the former wieie dif- 
honoured m the face of day, the latter in the 
gloomy rcaeflTes of their dungeons. Otliw 
females had the nipples of their breafts put 
in a cleft bamboo, and torn off. What 010- 
defty in all nations moft carefufly conceals, 
this monfter revealed to view, and confumod 
by flow fires j nay fome of the monftrous 
tools of this monfter Devi Sing had, horrid 
to tell { carried their unnatural brutality lb 
far as to drink in tlie fburce of generation 
and life *. 

Here Mr. Burke dropped his head upon 



* In this part of his fpeech Mr. Burke's defcriptions were more vivid — more harrovidng-*^ 
. iKkd more horrific^-th^ human utterance on either fa^ or fancy, perhaps, ever formed be- 
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his hands a few minutes ; but having reco- Mr. Burke was herctakieh il! ; but he fixn! 

Ycred himfelf, faid, that the fathers and huf- recovered, and was proceeding, when hi 

bands of the haplds females were the ipod was feized with a cramp in his (lomach, and 

harmlefs and indnftrious fet of men. Content was difabled from going on. He was foon 

"With fcarceiy Sufficient for the fuppcrt of na- relieved from his pain, but was too exhaufled 

ture, they gave ahnofl the whole produce of to be able to proceed, 

their labour to the Eaft-India Company ; Lord Derby, on a nod from the Chancellor 

thofe hands which had been broken by per- and the Prince of Wales, went to Mr; 

fons under the Company's authority, pro.- Burke 5 who, yielding to his Lordfhip and 

duced to all England the comforts of their other friends, agreed to defer the reft 6f 

itioming and evening tea ; for it was with the his fpeech till next day. 

rent produced by the^r induftry, that the in- '— -i- 

Yeflments were made for the trade to China, Sixth Day. 

where the tea which weufe was bought. Tuesday, FesruArV 19. 

He then called upon their Lord/hip§ to After the ufual ceremonies, Mr. 6urk« 

prevent the effeds of the Divine indignation rofeand proceeded upon the remaining part of 

upon the Britifh empire, by bringing to the charges. At the conclufion, he made a 

juftice the man who could employ fo infernal moil folemn appeal to the honour, the dignity, 

an agent. Thofe wretched hulbandmcn thejuftice, and the humanity of the Court, to 

would, with thofe Mattered hands lifted up enter impartially into the great caufe which 

10 Heaven, call down its vengeance upon was before them, and to determine accbrd- 

their undoei^' : he conjured their Lordfhips ingly •. 

to avert that vengeance, by puniHiing them Mr. Fox rofe, and dated to theit" Lordlhips, 

who had fo grofsly abulbd the power given that he was direfted by the Committee to 

them by this country. fubmit to their Lprdihips, that it was thcii' 

fore. The agitation of moft people was very apparent — and Mrs. Sheridan was ib over* 
powered, that ftie fainted. 

On thefubjed of the Minifters of thefe infernal enormities, he broke out wifh the fineit 
animatioii ! 

** My Lords," exclaimed Mr. Burke, ^ let me for a momept quit my delegated tharac- 
*' ter, and fpeak entirely from my perfonal feelings and convi£lion. I am known to have had 
** much experience of men and manners — in adive life, and amidlt occupations the moft va- 
" rious ! — From that experience, I now proteft — I never knew a man who was bad^ fit for 
** fcrvice that was |-W / There is always fomfc difqualifying ingredient mixing andfpoiling the 
*' compound ! The rpan feems paralytic on that fide ! His mufcles. there have loft their very 
** tone, andcharader ! — They cannot move! Inftiort,the accomplishment of any thing good^ 
** is a phyfical impoflibiUty for fuch a man. There is decrepitude as well as diftortioh — he 
•* COULD NOT if he would, is not more certain, than he would not, if he could !*' 

Shocking as are the h&s which Mr. Burke related, and which he fays he finds recorded iil 
the account taken by Mr. Patterfon, who was appointed Commiflioner to enquire into the 
circumftances of this dreadful bufinefs, and of a rebellion which took place in confequence^ 
Mr. Burke fays, of the abovementioned cruelties ; our readers muft fee that Mr. Haftingt 
cannot be refponfible for them, unlefs it fhall be proved that he was privy to, and counte-> 
nanccd the barbarities. 

* •* I charge (cried he) Warren Haftings, In the name of the Commons of Englandt 
** here aftembled, with High Crimes and Mifdemeanors ! — I charge him with Fraud, AbufCf 
•* Treachery, and Robbery ! — I charge him with Cruelties unheard-of, and Devaftationi 
** almoft without a name ! — I charge him with having fcarceiy left in India — what will 
** prove Satisfaftion for his guilt !" 

" And now, (added he, in language which faintly hearing, we almoft tremble to convey) 
«' and now, (added he) I addrcfs myfdf to this Aflcmbly, with the moft perfca reliance on 
•* the Juftice of this High Court. Amongft you, I fee a venerable and .Religious Band, 
** whofe province and whofe duty it is — to venerate that Government which is eftablii^ed 
«* in piety and mercy. To them, what muft have been the principles of Mr. Haftings f 

*' Amongft you, I fee the Judges of England, the Deliverers of Law founded on equal 
•* Juftice. To ihem, what muft have been the Ufurpations, the Tyranny, the Extortions of 
« Warren Haftings ? 

" Amongft you, I defcry an illuftrlous and virtuous train of Nobles — ^whofe Forefathers 
^ )uivc fought and di«d for the Conftitution ! men who do even lefs honour to their Children> 

•• thui 
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fetcntlon to proceed article by arrfclc, to ad- 
duce evidence to fuUlantiate each charge, then 
to hear the prifoner's evidence and defence, 
and afterwards to be at liberty to reply. 

The Lord Chancellor called upon Mr. Lav<r, 
Senior Counfel for Mr. Haftings, to know 
whether this mode would be agreeable, Mr. 
Law anfwcred — No j upon which his Lord- 
ihip obferved to the Committee, that as it was 
his wifh that fubfkantial juftice might take 
place, he /hould be glad to know the reafons 
which induced the Right Hon. Manager, and 
the Committee, to call upon the Court to 
adopt that mode. 

Mr. Fox rofe, and ftated to their Lord- 
Jhips, that the modepropofed in fuch a com- 
plicated cafe was adopted to avoid obfcurity 
—to place the various quedions in fuch a 
clear point of view, that their Lord fliips might 
with the greater eafe determine feriatim 
upon the refpedlive merits of each article of 
impeachment. 

Mr. Anftruther fpoke to the fame efffeft. 

Earl Stanhope defired to know whether the 
fame charges were meant to be brought for- 
ward in various fhapes, and whether tlie fame 
evidence was intended to be adduced in fup- 
port of them ? 

Mr. Fox replied, that he had feen too much 
•f this profecution, not to know, that all the 
charges were made upon different grounds 
diftin^ m thdr nature and qualities, and re- 
quiring a different fyftem of evidence to fup- 
port them ; although it might fo happen in 
the progrefs of the bufinefs that the fame 
evidences might be neceffary to fubftantiate 
their charges. On his part, and on the part 
of the Committee and the Houfe, he had no 
hefiution to declaic that they meant to avail 
themfelves of no fubterfuge ; they meant to 
bring the charges plainly, clearly, and com- 
pleatly home to the prifoner. There were 
' leveral precedents of the kind, particularly the 
impeachment of tlie Earl of Macclesfield and 
the Earl of Stafford. 

Earl Stanhope being fatisfied wiih this ex- 
planation — the Lord Chancellor called upon 
Mr. Law for the reafons on which he fup- 
toorted his objedJ^ion, 

Mr. Law entered into a moft elaborate ar- 
gument to prove that it would be inconfiftent 



with thcjules of jufiice tofuffer tlie profecu- 
tion to proceed in the mode propofed by Mr. 
Fox. He cited the cafe of Archbifhop Laud, 
and was very urgent to prove that al! the cafes 
in which impeachments had been determined 
article by article were by conlent of the party 
under profecution. In the warmth of his zeal 
for Mr. Haftings, he dropped a few words 
which refleded upon Mr. Burke^ for the 
harfh and cruel manner in which he had open- 
ed the profecution. It was fimiiar, he faid, 
to the proceedings againft Sir Walter Raleigh. 
He was going on, when 

Mr, Fox rofe and faid, he was command- 
ed by the Committee, not to fuffer fuch 
grofs and indecent liberties to be taken in a 
cafe where the Commons of England were the 
profecutors. 

Mr. Law faid a few words, and fat down. 

Mr. Plomer followed him ; and Mr. Dallas, 
in a very long and excellent fpeech, endea- 
voured to draw the analogy between the prac- 
tice of the common hiw in the Courts be- 
low, and that mode which ouglit to prevail 
in the prefent inftance. He combated the 
precedents which were drawn from the trials 
of the Earl of Macclesfield and Lord Staf- 
ford, and afferted, that to try each charge, 
and determine upon it, would, as a neceffary 
confequence, lead to delay, confufion, and 
perplexity. 

Mr. Fox replied to the three Counfel In a 
fpeech that took him an hour and a haJf, in . 
the courfe of which he attempted to confute 
every argument which they had urged, and 
to fliew, that neither tlie profecutors could 
obtain- juftice, the prifoner have a fair hearing, 
or the Court difcharge the duty which they 
owed to their country and to mankind, unlefs 
the charges v-ere f<;parated, and tlie deter- 
mination of the Houfe obtained upon each of 
them. 

Mr. Fox having finiflied, the Lords imme- 
diately withdrew to their Houfe, and adjourn- 
ed the Court to Friday. 



Seventh Day. 
Friday, February 22. 
The Court was this day crouded to a 
degree beyond any thing we had hi- 



« than thofe Children do to them — who are here aflembled to guard that Conftitutlon which 
•' they have received. From them, what muft the Violator of all Forms and Conltitution* 
«« deferve'? 

" "With one voice they will encourage this Impeachment, which 1 here folemnly maintain. 

" I Impeach, therefore, Warren Haftings, in the name of our Holy Religion, v.-hich he has 
^ difgraced. — I Impeach him in the name of the Englifli Conftitution, which he has violated 

* and broken. — I Impeach him in the name of Iiidian Millions, whom he has facrificed to 
** Injuftice.— I Impeach him in the name, and by thebeft rights of Human Nature, which he 
*' has ftabbed to the heart. And 1 conjure tliis High aod Sacred Court to let not thefe pleadings 

* be heard uiTakit** ., 
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therto witnefTeK. The cxp?£led dccHion of ing order :— ** To hear the wtDLS Evidence 

tlic Houfe of Lords'^ refpeding the form of " in fupport of all the Charges of Im- 

procecding, and the opening of the firft " peachment, and then to let the Defen- 

charge by Mr. Fox, were the apparent *' dant enter on his Defence." Upon which 

caufes of the general anxiety. Mr. Fox rofe and faid, " My Lords, the 

The ufual folemnities being over, the Lord « Committee beg leave to retire for a few 

Chanceilor addreflfed the Committee.-— •* minutes, to confult in what manner they 

«* Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, " fliall proceed." 

the Houfe of Lords have ordered me to ac- The Chancellor nodded his affent ; and 

quaint you, that theyhave made the follow- the Committee withdrew. They were out 

* The Lord Chancellor had opened this bufinefs on the preceding day in the Houfe of Lords^ 
and in a fpctch of confiderable length given his opinion : he was followed by the Lord* 
Stanhope, Coventry, Abingdon, Loughborough, Richmond, Stormont, Derby, Grantfeyy 
Carlifle, and Duke of Norfoilc. 

The Lord Stanhope concluded his fpeech with moving, 

" That the Managers for the Commons of Great Britain be directed neither to proceed 
** upon the wl.ole of the Charges, nor upon their Accufatlgiw, Article by Article, but to 
** proceed upon the criminating Allegations one by one." — Withdrawn. 

Qiieflion was afterwards put, to agree with the Proportion as ftated- by the Managers 
for the Commons. 

Contents ■ 33 Non-Contents — 88 

Queftion— " That the Managers for the Commons be dire(5led to proceed upon the whole 
<* of tlie Charges, before the Prifoner be called upon for his Defence." 

Carried in the affirmacive without a divifion. 

Againft this determination, however, the following Proteft was entered on tha 
Lords' Journals :— 

DISSENTIENT, 

ifl. PJecaufe v^q hold It to be primarily eflential to the due admlniftration of juftice, that 
they \\ lic' arc to judge have a full, clear, and diftinft knowledge of every part of the queftion* 
on vvliich they arc ultimately to decide: and in a caufe of fuch magnitude, extent, and • 
V..! ioty. as the prefjnt, wliere iflue is joined on a6ls done at times and places fo diftant, 
ynd witli ic'itlon to perfons fo different, as well as on crimes fo difcrlminated from each 
otlirr by their nature and tendency, we Conceive that fuch knowledge, cannot but with 
c\irime <lirticulty be obtained without a feparate confideration of the feveral articles 
e\!iibir<^d. 

2(1. Rccaufe we cannot with equal facility, accuracy, and confidence, apply and compare 
rh. evidi ncc adciuced, and more efpe'cially the arguments urged by the profecutbrs on one 
li.lc, rend tlie defendant on the other, if the whole charge be made one caufe, as if th« 
tl\. m1 articles be heard in the nature of feparate caufes. 

- -d. Bcc.ufe, admitting it to be a clear and acknowledged principle of juftice, tliat tli« 
c'cftrJnPt aQ;aInfl a criminal accufation (hould be at liberty to make his defence in fuch form 
?.v.o vA^pvcr as he /hall deem moft to his advantage ; we are of opinion, that fuch principle 
i:' o; iy tri:t; fo far forth as the ufc and operation thereof fliall not be extended to defeat the 
ends of iuftlcc, or to create difficulties and delays equivalent to a direct defeat thereof; and, 
Ivcaiifc we ave of opinion, that the propofition made by the Managers of the Houfe of 
Comtr.cvnf, if it liad been agreed to, would not have deprived the defendant in this profccu- 
tlcj), * }■ r\v^ fair Jind allowable benefit of fuch principle taken in its true fenfe ; ihafmuch as 
i*- tviif'td only to oblige him to apply his defence fpecially and diftin^Wy to each of the diftindl 
arc! Ibp; .ate urt-cles of the Impeachment, in the only mode in which the refpeftive merits 
of t!.L- chaige and of the defence can be accurately compared and determined, or even retained 
ii. the memory,' ar.d not to limit or rcftrain him in the form and manner of conftrudling, 
e>:r:liinif.i5> or eftablifiiing his defence. 

..<.'.. J.'tcaufu in tiiecafe of the Earl of Middlcfex, and that of the Earl of Strafford, and 
otht! cafes of uuic'i I'jfa magnitude, extent, and variety, than the prefcnt, this Houfe has 
d-ri;(.le.i the proceedings to be according to tlie mode now propofed by the Managers on the 
p.riof the Cornnions. 

5ih. Becaiif,, vv^n if no precedent had exiflcd, yet, from the new and diftinguifhing 
circun Ounces of the pr^fjar eafe, it vtould have been the duty of this Houfe to adopt the 
M'U ir.o -c ol prctfcedin^, which, founded on fimplicity, can enfurc pcrfpicuity, and obviate 

f.li. Uiiv/W 

6th, fi^caufe 
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aboHt^cn minutes ; after which they return- 
ed, and took their places In Courts 

Mr. Fox then informed their Lordfliips, 
that the Managers appointed by the Houfe 
of Commons to conduft the profecution, 
chearfuUy fubmitted to the decifion of their 
I*ord/hips, confident as they were, from a 
convidion of the goodnefs of their caufe, 
that Jet the proceeding take alm6ft any 
foiirfe, moil convenient and moil advan- 
tageous to the prifoner, it was next to im- 
poflible that they (hould not fucceed, and 
fail in their Impeachment. He faid, he felt 
^ peculiar pride in Aanding before that an- 
cient tribunal in the charader in which he 
thea had the honour to appear, viz. that of 
one of the Managers of a profecution voted 
by the Reprefentatives of the People, in the 
name of all the Commons of Great Britain. 
When he faid, he felt a pride on the occa- 
iion, no man would fuppofc he meant any 
perfonal vanity, but that proper pfide which 
every Britifh fubjedl, of ever)- degree, muft 
naturally feel, in having fo Itriklng an ex- 
ample, .that what was called the Lex et 
Confuetudo Fariiamenti^ the bulwark of the 
liberties, riglits, and privileges, and of every 
thing that was dear to Engllfhmep, had 
provided fuch a means of bringing criminals 
of the higheft order to public trial, and, if 
found guilty, to condign punifliment. He 
entered into a drfcuflion of the nature and 
meaning of the Lex et Confuetudo Parliamenti 
(the law and ufage of Parliament), and af- 



ferted, that it was coeval witli our Conftitu- 
tlon, and that it was. If riglitly confuiered, 
of ftlll greater importance than the common 
law of England, or even the written or fta- 
tutory laws of tlie Realm, He explained 
this by Itating, that Xho* I^x et Confuetudo 
Parliament'i was fupenor to every other fpe- 
cies of law, fmce jt was paramount to all- 
it judged the Judges, and put thofe upon 
their trial who could not be otherwife tried 
at all. Having very elaborately defined wiiat • 
the Law of Parliament was, and by a va- 
riety of arguments manifefled its ferious im- 
portance and great utility, he faid, notwith- 
ftanding thefe fads were matters of noto- 
riety, and notwithftanding that recourfe had 
been had to the Law of Parliament on a 
number bf critical and preffing occafions, 
there were fome perfons who had lately, 
thought proper to ^edl an ignorance of the 
cxiftence of the Lex et Confuetudo Parliamentiy 
and to treat it with no fmall degree of levity 
and contempt. Having taken occafion to 
aflign this reafcn for his illuftration of a 
fubjeft which, he faid, could not otherwife 
have required a fyllable from him to explain 
to their Lordfliips, who mud necefiarily be 
as fully fenfible of the meaning and Impor- 
tance of the Law of Parliament as himfelf, 
he reminded the Court, that the prefenc Im- 
peachment was brought forward under cir- 
cumftances that dlftlnguiftied it from every 
other Impeachment, and gave it a degree of 
luftre and dignity that had not belonged to 



6th. BecauCe we conceive, that the accepting the propofal made by the Managers- would 
have been no lefs confonant to good policy than to fubftantlal juftice, fince by poffefling 
the acknowledged right of preferring their articles as fo many fucceffive Impeachments, the 
Commons have an undoubted power of compelling this Houfe in future virtually to adopt 
that mode which they now recommend \ and if they fhould ever be driven to ftand on this 
extreme right, jealoufies muft unavoidably enfue bet\veen the two Houfes, whofc harmony 
is the vital principle of national profperity ; public juftice njufb be delayed, if not defeated ; 
the innocent might be harrafled, and the guilty might efcape. 

7th. Becaufe many of the reafons upon which a dillcrcnt mode of condu€Ving tlielr 
profecution has ^een impofed upon the Commons, as alledged in the debate upon this fubjed:, 
appear to us of a ftill more dangerous and alarming tendency than »he meafure itfelf, for- 
afmuch as we cannot hear but with the utmoft artoniftiment and apprehenfion, that this 
Supreme Court of Judicature is to be concluded by the inflitutcd rules of the pradlice of 
inferior Courts ; and that the Law of Parliament, wliich we have ever confide: ed as recog- 
nized and, referenced by all who refpefted and underftood the laws and the conHitntion of 
this country, has neither form, authority, nor even exigence j a doftrine which we conceive 
to ftrike dire<ftly at the root of all parliamentary proceeding by impeachment, and to be 
equally deftrudilve of the cftabliflied rights of the Commons, and of the criminal jurifdic- 
tion of the Peers, and confequently to tend to the degradation of both Houfes of Parliament^ 
to dimini(h the vigour of public juftice, and to fubvert the fundamental principles of the 
fonftltution. 

Portland, Devomshife, Bedford, Cardiff, Derby, 
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any former piofccution of a fimllar fort.— 
Their Lordfhips would recoiled^, that moft 
if not a'' of the ancient Impeachments had 
been agitated on a fuddcn, In a nK>ment of 
pJty rage and fury, and had been uniformly 
brought forward by t]ie triumpliant fide of 
the Houfe of Commons, viz. by thofe who 
took the lead there, and were at the head of 
the majority. Iji the prcfent inftance, far 
different had been the origin, far different 
tlie comple£l:ion and progrefs of the profe- 
cution. After many years of laborious in- 
vert igation and enquiry, upon full and ma- 
ture conviftion, in a deliberate manner, and 
free from heat or indignation, or any impulfc 
of the moment, Charges of High Crimes 
and Mifdemeanori had been exhibited againft 
Warren Haftings, Efq. in the Houfe of 
Commons, by thofe who were well kr^own 
to form a party ; weak, indeed, in point of 
weight or autliority compared to that party 
which was the triumphant ore, and which 
did poffcfs every poffible degree of weight 
and authority in that Houfe. Long ufed to 
difputes and contefts, the two parties had 
carried on a political warfare in Parliament 
with great acrimony for fome time ; but fuch 
was the conviftlon produced by an inveftiga- 
tion of the charges, and a fair difcuffion of 
their contents, that to the immortal honour 
of the Houfe of Commons, and to the glory 
of the country, both parties met upon the 
fubjedl, and, forgetting all former animofi- 
ties, confented to unite in putting a perfon, 
who appeared to them to have committed 
various high crimes and mifdemeanors, upon 
Ills trial before their Lordflilps ^ thereby ma- 



nifefting to India, and to all the world, that 
Britifh juftice never forgot nor difregardcd 
the grievances of any defcription of perfona, 
however diftant their (ituation, who were in 
any degree entitled to its protedion. Mr. 
Fox dilated on this idea 9t fome length % and 
fliewed the diftntereftedneft of the Houfe of 
Commons coUcdlively, and its Managers in 
particular, in bringing forward the prefent 
Impeachment, fince it was^.not poffible for 
them to derive any benefit oradvantage frocn 
thofe whofe Wrongs they wifhed to reditlSy 
and the author of whofe injuries, if fad^oukl 
be fo found, they hoped to bring to a joi^ 
and merited punishment. 

Having very fully difcuffed thefe particu- 
lars, Mr. Fox proceeded to open the charge 
that he had been ordered to bring forward 
and explain to their Lordihips, viz. the 
Benares charge. 

He began by narrating briefly and perfpi- 
cupufly the hiftory of the diftri6l of Benares. 
It was granted, he obferved, by the Vizir 
Sujah Dowlah, in the year 1764, to Bnllwant 
Sing, to be by him fully retained, and fubjed 
only to a tribute of twenty -tw9 lacks yearly. 
On the deceafe of Bullwant Sing, in the 
year 1 770, the grant was renewed to lus fon 
Cheyt Sing, the prefent Rajah, on the famo 
terms : — it was again confirmed to^ him, i|[ 
though for what reafon is not known, in 
the year 17735 and to this laft grant Mr. 
Haftings was a witnefs and guarantee on the 
part of the Ea5T -India Cciipany. In the 
year 1775, Afoph ul Dowlah, the fon a;id 
fucceffor of Sujah Dowlah, thought proper 
to make a demand on the Rajali of an ad- 



* Giving: "way to the overbearing power of exultation, at once involuntary and iteafonable* 
from theavovv-cd piidc of his prefent place and purpofes, Mr. Fox exclaimed, witU becoming 
magnanimity — 

^' It is a priciy, Iiowevcr, that is not perfonal ! It Is, thank Cod, moft nobly the rcvorfc 
** of all that 15 fordid, diminutlvcj equivocal, and bafe ! It reaches, and it decorates, al^ 
** my friends — nil v/ith whom I aft — the age, and nation ! — Other Impeachments have 
*' originated vvith the party then triumphant in the Houfe of Commons : it is the obvious 
*' boaft of the prefent bufmcfs, to have hcjjun with thofj too truly not there predominant ; 
•* and I know not, on which fide admlratio.i may moft fondly lean — whether, over thofe 
<* whofe inventive ardour opined the career — or thofe whofe ingenuous candour fo well and 
*' fairiy aided It to this EDiFyii«tG conclusion ! 

" Fcr furdy it is grand and edifying indeed; to difplay tjic coUe^Ive vigour of National 
«' Humanity, paramount overall! — to vaunt the dignifying, becaufe ufeful, inftance, of 
«' two Political Parties uniting, unexpeftedly, in the point of reciprocal difintcreftednefs ! — 
<' finely foregoing every fair pui-pofc of allowable felf-gratification I — Iheathing thofe arms they 
** both had wielded fo ably, to mutual annoyance j and attacking, with a different array 
*' wliat they deemed, whether right or wrong was to be proved, the Common Enemy to 
^« Truth and Feeling ! 

" At fuch an <iffcrt, in the admiring view of furrounding Natlo^js, it were impk>u$, if 
•* poffible, to be calm ! — Indifference were Infcnfibility — that prcphaned each facred influ- 
•* encein Heaven and Earth \ — There was no colleftive virtue fuperior — in the hiftory of 
•* England — in the Hiftory of Man ! It fprang from motives,, of aUothers the moft High 
*' and pure—the good op others j— and it flowed to conseq^uences, of all others, the 
.**, moA gratifying and enduring— the well-founded approbation or ourselvjjs !'* 
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vance In the tribute of five lacks. This ex- 
tortion was firmly refilled by Mr, Briftow, 
then Refident at the Court of the Vizir, by 
defire of Mr. Haftings, as guarantee of the 
late treaty. The Rajah had at that time 
t)een received as the friend, and foliclted as 
the ally, of the Eaft-India Company ; and 
on this interference, the Vizir Afoph ul Dow- 
lah thought it advif^ble to recede from his 
claim. In the fame year, 1775, the fove- 
^ reignty which the Vixir poflbffcd over the 

Rajah and his territory, together with tl^e an- 
nual tribute, was transferred to the Compa- 
ny. It would be abfurd to fay, that wlien 
the fovereignty was thus transferred, its 
rights were more enlarged than when they 
appertained to the original pofieflbr. It 
would be ftrange language to hold forth to 
the Rajah — *' When you were tributary to 
the Vizir, the Company was your friend 
^d guarantee, and your rights were there- 
fore fecure; — but in clianging your mafters, 
you have loft your defence 5 — by becoming 
tributary to the Company, you arc left with- 
out a Protector — and your rights and your 
•Independence have no longer an exiftence." 
The abfurdity and impropriety of this lan- 
guage was manifeft ; yet fuch was the fyf- 
tcm exemplified in tlie condiifl of Mr. 
■^ Hartings. 

With refpeft to the quefllon on which fo 
inuch had been faid — Whether the Rajah 
was an independent Prince, or a mere Ze- 
mindar or dependant land-lioMer — Mr. vox 
faid, he (hould not trouble tlieir Lordihips 
with a fyliable of argument. The former 
had been aflerted on the one fide, and as 
. ftrongly denied on the other. In his opiniop, 
' ■ the conduct of Mr. Haftings was equally 
unjuft in both cafgs : hut the truth would 
ihort^ appear from 'the evidence at their bar. 
Mr. Haftings hin^fdf had contributed in 
fome degree to eftablifh the former idea, by 
moving in Council which had been carried 
unanimoufly, th<^;the Rajah (hould be in- 
. vefted with a right of Coinage, and with the 
' execution o^i«ft'iminal juftico witliin his ter- 
ritory : — tviro fymbols undoubtedly of fove- 
reign authority. The Rajah, it was under- 
ftood alfo, by treaty, was to hold his rights 
and pofleffions — " whilft he paid his tribute 
regularly— and paid a due obedience to the 
fovereignty,*' — 'This latter part of the fen- 
tence would require fome explanation, as it 
had been made, however untenable, a 
ground of defence by the Governor-General. 
If the Rajah afiifted in the quarrels of the 
Company — if he did not moleft their friends, 
and iufpended all intercourfe with their ene- 
mies — this would probably be deemed a due 
- * -obodiai^,; but it unfortunately did not-ap- 
fifQSich to .that pafiive fubmiiGon whiph W49 



required by Mr. Haftings. Neither did the 
Europenn ideas of fovereignty accord with 
the definition contain'; I in his Indian Dic- 
tionary. — 3y fovereignty, fays Mr. Haftings 
in his defence delivered to the Commons — I 
mean arbitrary power ! And left his mean- 
ing fhouid be mifunderftood — left h« fliould 
be chougjit to have fpoken of abfolute power, 
he adds, " What I mean by arbitrary power 
is that ftate where the will oi the fcvereign 
is every things and the rights of the fubjeft— 
nothing T' •' I do not in general (faid Mr. 
Fox) approve of either the ^ogic or defini-* 
tions of Mr, Haftings ; but he certainly has 
the credit of being the firft perfon who has 
given a full and fair definition of arbitrary 

POWER. 

But how then was the compaft b^Lv'-een 
the Rajah and the Company to be under- 
ftood ? Mr. Haftings, it appeared, was to 
fay to the Rajah, in virtue of liis arbitrary 
power, ** Pay me the tribute — obferve your 
obedience — giv3 me whatever fum I fliall 
alk — I then afiyre you that I will not afic 
foiVMORE '."—But where, in this cafe, was 
the compenfatiqn, the quid pro quo, which 
ftiould appear in every compaft ? The Ra- 
jah was to pay his tribute, he was to obey 
every injun<flion; and in return, if he dared 
to murmur, he was told by Mr. Haftings— 
♦' My will, as a fov reign, is every 
THING j and your rights, as a fubjecl, ai-© 
NOTHING '/'—This arbitrary power, how- 
ever, did not.appear to be in contemplation, 
when in granting the Rajah the privileges of 
coinage, and of executing criminal juftice in 
his diftrift, Mr. Haftings thought it neceflary 
to referve by an exprcfs claufe the right of 
fining the Rajah if the coin was found to 
be beneath a certain ftandard ! — Where ar- 
bitrary power was ve(ied, fuch a refci vation 
was fuperfluous : if the will of the fovereiga 
was every thing, why was the liberty of fining 
his vaffal guarded by fuch a claufe ? The 
exception undoubtedly tended to prove, that 
in general the right did not exift. Mr. 
Haftings, however, had aflumtd a contrary t 
inference in ^ his defence : he alledged, that 
the exception being mads in that inftancc, 
proved that the right exiftcd in every other ; 
and inverting the axiom Exceptio probat re-* 
gulanty he contended, that becaufe an ex- 
ception was made in a particular inftance, 
the fame exception ftiould be underftood in 
all cafes whatfoever. 

There was one circumftance, Mr. Fox 
faid, in this part of the conduft of Mr. 
Haftings, which, if their Lordftiips knew 
his charafter fufficiently, would ftrike then^ 
with the utmoft aftoniflimcnt. The late 
Treaty afccrtaining the rights of the R^^^^Vw 
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and it was a^folutcly tlircc years before it 
was broken by Mr. Haftinj;s ! ! ! — If fuch 
another iiiilance could be adduced from the 
whole hiftory of the tranfaftions of the 
Go'vcrnor-Gcncral in India, Mr. Fox faid, 
lie would even confent to let him now cfcape 
from punlinintnt. In July 177S, he at 
lerigth made a ncmand on the Rajah of an addi- 
tional fum of (ivc lacki of rupees, or 50,000!. 
1'he pretext for this was t!ie report received 
of the war with France being about to 
commence. But even fuppofmg this proba- 
ble neceflity to exiil, it could not anord a 
julUhcation of Mr. Hafling^, as the Trea- 
fury, by his own account, had at that time . 
an 0%'erplus of two crorcs of rupees, or up- 
wards of two millions fterling. Nor could 
the ccM-pparatively trifling fum demanded from 
the Rajah be m«ant as the commencement 
of a general tax en all the dependencies of 
the Coiiip my ; as Ijy the confsflion of Mr. 
Haftingi, theie was no other Prince who 
itood in a fimiiar fituation, or on whoni fucij 
a demand could 4)e made. It had the appear- 
ance of harlhncfs, Mr, Fox obfcrved, to 
aflign motives for criminal alliens, which 
were generally pre fumed ; yet he flood em- 
boldened by a complication of proofs to 
aver, that tliis extortion had its real fourcc 
in pcrfjnal rcfentment to the Rajah, for 
having fent his Vakeel to congratulate Sir 
John Clavcring, when it was rumoured tliat 
he was fliortly to be raifed to the rank of 
Governor- General. This circumilancc would 
ajjpc'ir natural z\i^ inofflnfive to any perfon 
wiioconfiq^^Lrcci the humiliation to which the 
Princes of India are reduced; but in the 
mind of Mr. HaftlDjs was fufficicnt to ex- 
cite a ranc ;ur, v/hlc!i could not terminate 
but in the ruin of its objcil. 

if th:;ir Lord/hips, Mr. Fox remarkcr*, 
fiad merely a gjncral and popular knowled.t^e 
ai this fubjcd, on hearing that the untortu- 
patr Rajah had hern divcflcd of ali authority, 
and exiled from his dominions, they would 
iiUilouinv.ily funjxifc, that Chcyt Sing had 
fciiil.d to p'>y the fine, and had been thus 
piniiinc'd for his contumacy. But v^^'lat in 
that cfife would ha^'e been thci'' aflonifhrncnt 
to leirn, t'lit he hid not only priid it to the 
hft fliiilln-c, but Iiad advanced the fame fiim 
on a finiibr requifition in 7 "79 and 17?^^^, 
the two fuicceciiog years. In eacli it had 
been dctnii '.:dvd in July, and^ paid in tlie 
O^flobjr ipllcwlng ; and this delay was ^he 
fob cnrr\c inputcJ to him by Mr. Haftln'-;:, 
as far as r«. i'pct^.Cvl this part of their tranf- 
aftlor.s. — Willi rcipe^ to the F.xtortion, as a 
■viclation of compat^^and an infraifVion of :!ij 
rgjw-; of. Rajah, Mr. Haftings place J !ils 
dclVncc f.'riy on two points — tlie co^c.j;-- 
rence jf Mi. Francis — and the appiobaticn of 



the Court of Dlreftors. In the firft of theft 
arguments, if fuch they could be called, thort 
appeared a fpecimen of that refpcd ^hich 
even the moft corrupt are compdled ulti- 
jnately to pay to the energies of virtue ; but it 
was In vain that Mr. Haftinga fought toihel- 
•er himfcif und'.r tlie concurrence of Mr. 
Francis, as it would appear in evidence, that 
the latter only gave his confent to the applica- 
tion, as not knowing but the fuiii required 
mi^ht come as a voluntary gift from the Ra- 
jah, but that at the fame time, he had abfo- 
lutcly proteiled acjainft fuch a rcquifition as a: 
right. — On the fecond plea, the approval of 
th(? Dircdlors, it would be idle to dvvell at 
length. Their approbation had been ever 
certain, when their interefto were in any de- 
gree promoted. From the general knowledge \ 
of thiscircumilance had originated the bill for 
fufpcndingthc powers of the Court of Direc- 
tors, whi;;h he had once the honour of pre- 
fenting at their Lordfhips' bar j and another 
alfo \»'{iich had met a more favourable recep- 
tion, and was now a pa^-t of the law of the 
l.md. — But when it was wifely provided that 
not even the Royal pardon could be pleadable 
in bar to an impeacliment p^•fcrred by the 
Commons, it was abfurd to mention the im- 
plied approbation of a fet of mcrcliants as a 
plea againfl their Lordfliips' procefs and deci- 
fion. 1^ 

The Council, he remarked, had, on a for- 
mer occnfion, rccommcmhd to the Rajah of - 
iJc.narcs, to keep up a force of 2000 cavalry 
for thilr mutual fecurity, which were to be 
p:iid fv at a fettled rate, if taken Into tlie fer- 
vicc of the Company. There was no demand 
r.).:de at that time ; the term and language 
were fuch as fliould be ufed between equals. 
It was in eveiy refpe<5l a Jubf. diary treaty ; 
ar..i his Majei'^y could, v/ith as mucii pro* 
p'lciy, claim the fovertignty of Kelle Caffel, 
as jMr. Ha:Ving5 fr.und a claim of arbitrary 
j>ower on tiiat proceeding ; and yet the Go- 
v:;rnQr-Ccnc;aI, finding all other efforts in- 
eiTo<5>ual to i^^ritatc the Rajah to difobedience, 
and that, on the contrary, his fubmiffion kept 
pace with every infult, he turned the recom- 
mend. tion into a demand, and required 200Q 
cavalry to be fumijlictd at the expence of the 
Rajah, and not at tli? expence of the Com- 
pany, a^ before pro|X)lbd. This requifitlon, 
on the Raj.ih /eating its impoflibillty, was 
moderated to 1000. Cheyt Sing fttll declared 
that he had but 1 300, five hundred of which 
he ofFtrcd to furnifh, and to fupply the defi- 
ciency with 500 matclilcck-mcn, to be alfo 
at his expence. — At the fame time, he at- 
tempted to conciliate the fri^rid/hip and pro- 
tecHon of Mr. Hafrin^s by a prefent of 
2C,cccl. which tlic Governor received, as he 
afterwards fuggefled, for the ufe of the Com- 

pinyj 
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J)?jiy ; as If fuch a voluntary gift was to be 
' exported from a man worn out with extor- 
tion, if it was not obvioufly meant as a 
bribe to purchafe a refcue from future op- 
preflTion. 

Yet with all thefe conceflions Mr. Haft- 
ings declares, that his patience was exliaurt- 
cd ; and " I detei-mined, faid he, to turn his 
crimes to the advantages of the Company, by 
impofmg a heavy fine on liis difobcdience." 
—He accordingly makes money a part of 
criminal jurifprudence, and of criminal pu- 
nishment. He departs from his cliaradler of 
Chief of the executive Government in India, 
and takes up that of a criminal Judge ; he 
unites in liim the three chara<flcrs of Judge, 
of Accufer, and of Witnefs 5 and in the de- 
licacy of that novel fituation he writes a let- 
ter to the Rajah, demanding peremptorily a 
fine oi fifty lacks^ or 5oo,oocl. and proceeds 
himfelf to Benares, to enforce the requifition ! 
— If the Rajah had with-held the additional 
tribute required beyond the time it was due, 
the interefl of the fum for that time might 
have been impofed as a muldt ; if he with- 
held 500 cavalry, the difference of expcnce 
between them and matchlock-men, might 
have been exaded with fome appearance of 
propriety. If his conduft had been difobe- 
dient and contumacious, a pecuniary fine 
^ miglit have been impofed with feme plea of 
juftice; but inilcad of the lafl mentioned 
condud, his demeanor was as contrite and 
fubmiflive, as if he had been either guilty or 
dependent. — [The following letter of Cheyt 
Sing, v/hich is marked by the flrongeft traits 
oi JldtUty and humiliation, was read by Mr. 
Crey.j 

* I Received your letter delivered to me 

* by Mr. Markham, and I have undcrflood 

* every particular of its contents. Sir, after 

* the arrival of Sheakh Ally Nucky, I ob- 

* fcrved all tlie orders which you fent me ; 

* and I received the letter which the deceafed 

* Sheakh brought me, informing me that 

* every fufpicion was now completely re- 

* moved from your mind, and tliat I muft 

* cDnfider ycu, as formerly, attentive to 

* me. But I have not experienced from you 

* the fame generofities as formerly. I font 
' you repeatedly letters reprefenting to your 

* confideration my unhappy circumflanccs ; 

* but you never honoured me with any 
' reply. For this reafon I fent rhy Buxey 

* Suddanund to your prcfcnco, enjoining 

* him to reprefcnt to you the firmncfs of 

* my obsdicnce and attachment j to lay be- 

* fore you the particulars of my fnuatlon ; 

* and to learn the dlfpofition of your mind 

* tow.irds m'. He arrived -iccording-y in 
*' your prcfmcc, and repr^renied every tiling 



« in a proper manner. I have ne\'er deviated 

* in the fmalleft degree from thcfe picjcf- 
' fions ; and the benefits and civilities with 

* which you have honoured me have given 

* me the grcateft fatisfafticn 5 and I have 
' confidered you as the fource from which. 

* I derived the fulfilment of all my v/l/hes 
' and defires. It is my firm hone. tl<at I 

* may be always favoured v/ith your dircc- 
' tions. In this manner I complied, with 

* the utmofl readincfs, with the order you 

* fent me for the payment of rive lacks of 
< rupees on account of t"1ic expenccs of the 

* war. I fent firrt one lack of rupees with 
' an anfwer to j-our letter. Afterwards, 

* having paid to Mr. Fowke the fum of one 

* lack and feventy thoufand rupees, I fent a 

* letter requefling a further allowance of 

* time to enable me to make fome prepara- 

* tions. To this I received no reply, it 

* being no time for delay. Notv.'Jthfl;andIng 

* this, I was not a moment inattentive to 
' this concern, and as foon as my Buxey ar- 
' rived, I paid immediately the remalninsf 
' part of the fum. The remitting of this 

* to the army did not depend on me : if any 

* delay happened on this head, I could not 

* help it. If befides the payment of the 

* money, the remittance of it alfo to the 

* army had refled with me, a delay of this 
' kind fhould not have happened. I have 

* enclofed In this letter a paper fpccifyii>g 
' the particular fums w^Ich have been ad- 
' vanced, with their dates, 

' With refpeft to the horfe, you defired 
' me in your letter to inform you of what , 
' number I could afford to ftation with ycu, 
' and I fent you a particular account of air 
' that were In my fervice, amounting to 
' 1 300 horfe, of which feveral were ftat ion - 
' ed at dif^ant places 5 but I received no 
' anfwer to this. Mr. Markham d:livered 
' me an order to pi'cpare icoo hoife.y In 

* compliance with your wIHics 1 ccllrifVcd" 

* 5C0 horfe, and, as a fubftltute for the 
' remainder, 500 Burkandazes, of wliich 

* I fent you information ; and 1 tcld Mr. 

* Markham they were ready to go to whnt- 
' ever place they fhould be fent. No anfwer 
' however came from you on this head, and 
' I remained ailcniihed at the caufc of It. 

* Repeatedly I alked Mr. Markh;im abcut- 
' an anfwer to my letter about ths horfe, 
' but he told me hz did not know the rea- 

* fons of no anfwx-r havinj^ been fent. I 

* remained aftonifhed. With rcfpe<5l to the 

* fepoys, I received firfl an order to ftailon 

* two of ^my companies, which I did. I 

* was then defi red to give a Tunkaw for 

* the payment of the fepoys, and likcwifc 

* to pr/ th5 Crptain j whch hss be^n dene 

* every monih. 
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* txccpting Abdullah Beg and his attend- 
' ants, -none of my people, either depend- 

* ants or fervants, or others in any (hape 

* connedled with mc, have ever gone to 

* Calcutta. My enemies, with a view to 

* my ruia, have made falfe reprefcntations 

* to you. Ndw that, Iiappily for me, yoil 

* liave yourfclf arrived at this place, you 

* will be abb to afcortain all the circum- 

* ftances relative to the hoi-fc, to my perple 

* going to Calcutta, and the datco of the 
' receipts of the particular fums above- 
' mentioned. You will then know whttlicr 

* 1 have anvj fed >ou with a falfe repreftnta- 

* rion, cr made a nj.'l repoit to you. I 

* have given niy Aur.iils moft particular in- 

* jun(5iion3, and h:;ve taken a penalty-bond 

* from them, tli?.t tlicy (hall keep no thieves 

* in their di^lridt. What power have they 

* to act othervvifc ? But if ever a murder 
' or robbery is commlitcd in tlie country, I 
' have been cartful to impale or otherwife 
*" punilh the culpv'". If a pcrfon liaving 

* committed a delinquency fiiould tfcapc td 

* fome (jthcr place, fo as to elude all difco- 

* very, in that cafe i am helplefs j but to 

* tlK utiiioil of my power 1 endeavour to 

* fulfil y«:ur orders. 1 have never fwerved 
' in the fmallcft dej-^iee from my duty to 

* you. It remains with you to decide on 

* all thefc matters. 1 am in every cafe your 

* Have. What is jull 1 have reprefented to 

* you. May your profpcilty increafe.' 

Even this letter, Mr. Fox obfei-ved, the 
CtA'crnor-Oencral Iiad pronounced to be ex- 
trtinv;ly ojfenfive — but if it partook of that 
iquHii'y, it w.ic only olfennve in humiliation 
*— and oftlnlive in its defpondence. Mr. 
Hailings declared, t'.at it (hewed the gr6w- 
in;; fpjiit of Independence — that it was a 
recrimination rather than a defence — and that 
it h.'cathcd tlie language o^ defiance > — I know 
nor, f.iid Mr. F(.x, in what tones or language 
tiTriv defiance is announced in Ittilla j but if 
tliio bu :: dt-fiance, I would merely in the fpi- 
rit of literary curiofity wifh to know, in 
whnt terms an Indian would declare his fub- 
nrilfnon, 

"vlr. Hairln^s. howe\'er, was determined 
to punifh. He rtfufcd to fee t*ae unfortunate 
Rajil;, i'.nd a^lually placed him under an ar- 
rcit. It v/as r.ot wholly neceifaiy to recur to 
Indian manners and cullonii, to expl-un the 
force of thii infult. — If v/c fuppnfc;d an Eu- 
ropean Chief, v/ithout adverting particularly 
to his rank, v/iio ma;t be fuppofcd of fonie 
conic^ucnct', v. hen he paid his Sovereign a 
tiibutc of 24o,oocl. per ann, committed to 
prifcn, not only dcfi>oiiod of his immediate 



poyer, but his Government entirely annihi- 
lated, fome idea might be formed of the ba— 
finefs of tliat day. The refcue of the unfor* 
tunate Rajah, with the mafTacre both of Eu- 
ropeans and Gentoos which followed, wei^ 
too well known to require a particular de- 
fcriptiohr 

On the difproportlon of the fuppofed crime 
to the a£lual punifliment, Mr. Fox dwelt 
with much diffufenefs, yet with infinite force. 
Tilt fine of 5oo,ocol. he faid, was fo much 
beyond all bounds, that x\\q finger of the law^ 
on that occafion, was heavier than the loins ^ 

of a King ; and that if fuch was Britifi 
Juflice, tiie miferable Hindoo ftiould pray that 
it might be exclianged for Tartarian harbarity, 
—Mr. Haflings had lately been compared to 
a conqueror, whofc fame filled the univcrfe: 
— a charafter io exalted as to difpute pre- 
cedence with the Jecond perfonage in the 
kingdom* had alTimilated Warren Haftings to 
Alexander the Gitat. But if any refem- 
blance were found, it cotild not be to Alex- 
ander when his mercies and his viftories 
kept an eqisal pace j — it could not be to the 
generous or forgiving conqueror j — the like- 
nefs f ^Ll^ be meant to Alexander maddened 
after a debauch; to Alexander in petulant 
wantonnefs fetting temples on fire— to Alex- 
ander when his follies and his crimes had ex- 
cited horror and contempt fufficient to obfcure y 
the radiance of his former glories. — In the ' 
firil points of the comparifon there was not a 
fhade or refemblance j in the latter part of tlic 
parallel there was all the juftice that could be 
required. 

In an apoftrophe the moft beautiful that 
can be imagined, Mr. Fox made the injured 
Cheyt Sing the utterer of hU own complaint 
to the Houfe. — " I was, faid he, the Sove- 
" reign of a fertile country, happy and be- 
" loved ; I endeavoured to conciliate the 
*' friendfhip of all around me, and as I 
" thought with a fuccefs which imprefled 
" me with every fenfation of felicity.— This 
« was the fituari.on of which I boafted ; but 
** what is now the reverfe ? — I am a wretch- 
" ed exile, dependent on the bounty of thofe 
** who were my enemies, but whofe enmities 
" are now liuried in their fympathy for my 
" diftrefTes. What have I done to defervt 
" thii' punirtimcnt ?*' — " You forget," re- 
plied an Englifnman, " that though a Sove- 
" reign Prince at Patna, at Benares you were 
" but a Zemindar j in the latter charader > 
** you were guilty of difobedience, and arc 
" therefore fcntenccd to a judicial exile." — • 
" Alas," rejoins the wanderer, " I was ig- 
" norant of my crime. Why had I not an 
" inftrudlor to teach me the fubtleties of 



* Alluding, it is faid, to the Chancellor's having difptited precedency in the daily pro- 
ciuion to tliii trial with Uie Prince of ^v'aks, *• yowf 
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*• your laws ? Though to your power I was 
^* but as an atom in the view of Omnipotence, 
•' yet fnrely my intentions (hould have been 
*' regarded, and my ignorance not conftrued 
•* as guilt." — Mr. Fox then obferved, that 
with refpe^a to the maflacre which enfued on 
the irtjudicious arreft of Cheyt Sing, Mr. 
Haftings had beeii folely culpable, — If he 
went to infift on his demand with the Ra- 
jah, knowing that he was not aiming at In- 
dependence, then was he anfwerable for his 
injufticc, and for all its confcquences. If, to 
adopt his own defence, lie appreiiended that 
there was any fuch intention, tlien was he 
jguilty of the higheft and moil culpable im- 
prudence in b^ing fo (lightly attended. In 
either way, a criminality muft attach itfclf, 
without the fnaalleft poflibility of a vindi- 
cation. 

The principal points, however, on which 
Mr. Fox dwelt as highly criminal, were the 
demand rtf the additional five lacks beyond the 
ftated tribuie, and the enormous penalty of 
500,000!, which was demanded, though not 
received j and to thefe points, he faid, the 
evidence ftiould principally be dirct^edi He 
concluded by enforcing very ftrongly the nc- 
teflity of punifliing the Lite Govemor-Ge- 
tieral. By impofing a difproportionate pu- 
nilliment, Mr. Haftings had placed venial 
error on a footing with abfolille guilt. Their 
Lordlhips (hould take care to avoid the op- 
^ofite extreme, and to affix a puniihmcht to 
* Ihe crimes of Mr. Haftings, equal, if poftible, 
to their enormity. They miift now become, 
he faid, either the avengers, or the accom- 
plices of his crimes. Thsy could not novv 
■plead ignorance of the fafts which had been 
fo plainly ftated, and which ftiould be fo fully 
J>roved. The affairs of India had long been 
hid in a darknefs hoftile to enquiry, as it was 
friendly to guilt ; — ^but by the exertions of 
<»NE MAK, thefe clouds had been dlftlpated. 



The ardent virtue, the fublime genius, and 
that glowing enthufiafm fo eflcntial to the 
operations of both, had, with the application 
of years, left them nothing of information at 
prefentto dcfire. The eyes of Europe, he re- 
mipded their Lordftiips, was now fixed on their 
proceedings, and they were looked to for 
the ruin, or the relloration of the Bti- 
tifti name. Difgrace attached itf-lf to na- 
tions as to individuals.. I'here was a time 
when the name of a Spaniard was infa- 
mous on account of the. cruelties prac- 
tifed in their foreign colonies, and not avenged 
at home^ fo had we not efcaped cur ftiare 
of difgrace } and it refted with the prefent 
decifion, whether the name of Briton, 
proud and glorious as it has been, ftiould be 
doomed to honour or to fcom:: — There was 
alfo another circumftance to be conftdered, 
which was, that when the Spanifti infamy 
was recorded, it was faid, that the gold and 
JEWELS brought from their fettlements in 
South America had been the inftrumcnts of 
mediation for the offenders. Such an impu- 
tation might reft on their Lordftiips, and 
fuch a ftain was not eafily erafed. To obviate 
the infinuatSon, it was only neceflary to recur 
to their own feelings and their own convic- 
tions. The Britifti honour, he would repeat, 
wab in their hands. The Commons had 
done their duty in bringing to their Bar th» 
p'jrfon accufed, and they were now to decide, 
whether by his acquittal ©r puniftiment, the 
infamy ftiould reft with the Nation or the 
Individual. 

Mr. Fox concluded * at a quarter paft 
five o'clock, and the Court immediately ad- 
joumedf. 

Eighth Da v. 
Monday, February 25. 
The Hall was this day not fo crowded as 
on former days, as little was expected befide 



* For individual paflages, fcparabic from their novelty, or their original importance, in 
idea or didlion, Mr. Burke is the mighty mafter. This fpeech of Mr. Fox was not fo 
diftinguifhed. It abounded, however, in diftinftions of ics own kind, of which the beft 
was vehemence j the worft, unnecefl'ary repetition of preliminary words. The sarcastic 
REFERENCE to opinions in another place, was very artfully conveyed. His diftindliions 
between the Advocate's duty, and his duty as a Delegate from the Commons, was admirably 
texaft. Ke faid, 

" The Ad vocate may urge whatever may ferve hi s caufe, and influence judgment* 
** The D dogate's allowances are limited j — he fhould fuggeft nothing but what he thinks is 
*' admiflibie when judgment is pronounced,'* 

The ftiort mention of Mr. Burke found ready reception with all who heard it : — *' If we 
^' aie no longer in fhameful ignorance of India ; if India no longer makes us blufh in th3 
** eyes of Europe; let us know and feel our obligations to him— whofe admirable 
•* refoorccs of opinion and afFeftion — whofe untiring toil, fublime genius, and high- 
** afpiring honour, raifed him up confpicuous among the moft beneficent Worthies of 
•* Mankind." 

f Tlie Commons prefent this day were above 300. The reft of the auditory wec^^^ri 
vumerous* 



[ i8 ] 



the produ£lIon of evidence ; and difcuflions 
hot fraught with much entertainment, re- 
fpc<Sling what was adrtiffible, and the con- 
trary. It wai twelve o'clock before the 
Peers were fcated^ and proclamation made 
In the ufual form. 

Mr. Grey tlicn rofc, and in a fpeech of 
much ability rcfumed and enforced the rc- 
hiaining part of the firft charge againft Mr. 
Haftings, commeiKing where Mr. Fox had 
concluded on Friday lafl. — He adverted in 
the firft inftance to the rights d£ which tlie 
Rajah ftood poflefled when he became the 
objeft of the Chief Governor's indignation. 
It mattered little, he obferved, whether Cheyt 
Sing at that time was merely a Zemindar, or 
the tributary, but independent, Sovereign of 
his DiftrifV. In the year 1773, when Afoph 
ul Dowlah had made the arbitrary demand of 
icn lackii, Mr. Haftings in his letter to Mr. 
Briftow, the then Refident at Lucknow, had 
inftruOed liim to declare, that Cheyt Sing 
was MORE than a mere Zemindar — that he 
was the Ally of the Company, and fhould 
be protcfted in his riglns ! But when the 
fovereignty over the Rajah was transferred, 
and wlicn he became the vaflal of the Com- 
pany, veftc^of courfe v/ith all thofe rights ; 
wiien lie had alfo been indulged with the 
fymbols of Royalty in privilege of the Mint, 
I and of theadmiriiftration of criminal juftice ; 
then Mr. Haftings fcomed to look to thofe 
rules wliich he had compelled the Vizier to 
abfcrve. The rights cf tlie Rajah were 
trnmj>led upon, and his privileges degraded. 
1 lie Company had wiflied to conciliate tlie 
attithment fcf a Sovereign over near two 
wir.LioS's of people, and to convert him 
infe) a powerful barrier between them and 
their enemies on that quarter. But what the 
unexnmjjM knity of the Company muft 
liavc e^^fe6tcc^, was totally deftroyed by trea- 
c!ie;y as uncx^tinpled ; and the arts of conci- 
lir.tion wliieh policy and humanity would 
have juflificd, were negled^.ed foi' the purfuits 
of Avarice which defirbycd its own purpofes, 
and in the profccution of a Rcientment as 
abfohite r.s it was unfounded. 

Kis exrortion f.om the Rajah, Mr, Haft- 
Xrgs now attempts ci, when other cffof ts failed, 
tQ juftlfy on the principles of the feudal 
e/lnbli/I\mcnt. It wp.s ctrtain, that by the 
fciic!al lawsj the vafifal was compelled to at- 
tcr.c' in the wars of his Lord, and to contri- 
bur.: to certain of his ntccflities. Put tlien 
tlic lengrh of his attendance rA\d the quantum 
of his ccntribution were all ftri^ly and pre- 
cifcly defined. There was not in the feudal, 
nor in any cthsr lav/ that could be quoted, a 
finp:le principle to juftify a tyrannic licence 
Qi exaOicn, or the vindidlivt; feledion of an 
in^ividuan whoic ooly guik vnig^iil^ that 



his riches had raifed the avarice, or his powar 
excited tlie envy, of his Lord, and brought 
down on him an arbitrary pnnilhinent. 

This extortion had again been attempted 
to be juftificd by the Imputation of certain 
crimes faid to have been committed. Of the 
firft was — a delay of his remittance of ibm 
five lacks required in addition to the ftated 
tribute. On this head, Mr. Grey obferved, 
enough had been faid by the Right lion. 
Gentleman (Mr. Fox] who had preceded 
him In the prefent charge ; to that, therefore^ 
he Hiould only add, that the Rajah himfdf 
had urged, yrhat was not denied,* that th« 
f^lure in the remlfiion was in fome degree 
owing to the Englifti Refident.— 'The next 
charge againft the unfortunate Rajah was— 
the diforders which he had fufFered to over- 
run his territory. But the wifeft Police, it " 
will be confefied, with the ftrlfteft admihi- 
ftration of juftice, cannot poffibly prevent 
the oflfences of individuals : but furely that 
country could not be looked upon as difor-. 
deriy or unfafe, when it was a faft afterted 
and not denied, that thofe who had acquired 
fortunes in the more turbulent parts of In. 
dia, made it a pradice to retire to Benares, 
there to indulge themfelves In acknowledged 
fecurity. — ^With refpeft to two other charges 
imputed to the Rajah, — his withholding the 
cavalry, and his inclinations to rebel ; — the* 
firft, if true, was punifhed without enquiry j 
and the fecond was fully refuted, by thi 
fmall number of attendants taken by Mr» 
Haflings when he went to punifh his delin- 
quency. — [On thefe topics Mr. Grey dilated 
with infinite force of reafoning j but as tbt 
ground lias been in a great d^ree pre-occu^* 
pied by thofe that have preceded the HoA. 
Gentleman, we forbear to follow him. Hii 
v^s alfo, at times, exceedingly fevere upon 
Mr. Haftings ; but though fuch ftrength of 
exprefiion Is undoubtedly juftlfiaUe in aa 
Advocate fpcaking from his convl^roh, our 
fenfe of propriety forbids us to follow the 
Hon. Gentleman by a literal report.] 

There was alfo, he obferved, another fpc- 
oies of guilt imputed to the Rajah, which 
was the fuppofed concealment of Vaft trca- 
fures. This was Indeed a griivous fault, 
and grievoufly had the Rajah been made t* 
anfwer It. This laft was the caufc, howevfer, 
of Mr. HaiHngs' Journey to Benares, wh^ch 
had been produftive of fuch extraordin^fy 
events. — He then took up Mr. Haftings' 
narrative of his journey, •* given with a fo- 
lemnity eqtial to an oath," which he com- 
pared with his defences, and pointed out a 
variety of ftroiig cofttradiftions. In the ont, 
Mr. Haftingift declared, that, previous to his 
departure, he had communicated his plan of 
opcratXQfM to Mr* AnderCon and Major Pal- 
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mer ; in the other, he averred that he i&ed 
from the exigency of the moment. — After 
pointing out a yariety of fimUar indances, 
he obferved that the maxim was not lefs old 
than true— Quos Dxus vult perdere 
p«iu8 DBMENTAT.— The fanity of the in- 
tdled was difordered by the vice of the 
pnrfuit. — ^It would have been impoflTiblc to 
follow Mr. Haflings through all his wind- 
ings, if he had not himfelf afforded a clue 
to his tranfadions. In the midfl of his con- 
tradi^ons, he frequently threw a light on 
the circumdances, which no degree of en- 
quiry could produce. 

. Mr. Grey then proceeded to ftate the arreft 
of the Rajah, with all its circumflantial 
ignomhiy. There was a point, he obferved, 
in human nature, beyond which outrage 
could not be fuffered, nor indignity be home. 
Yet all this difgracc in the eyes of his people, 
produced in the Rajah but a repetition of 
remondrances, and an added degree of 
liumiliation. He read the very affe^ing 
letter from Clieyt Sing, which concludes — 
^* Whatever may be your pleafure, do it 
>* with your own hands.— -I am your flavc.— ^ 
** What occafion can there be for a guard ?'* 
—Having mentioned the incfficacy of thefe 
applications, he then related the circumdances 
*>f the refcue of the Rajah, by the tumultu- 
ous force which Iiad crolTcd the river from 
Ramnagur, and the daughter of the Britifli 
guard, when their countrymen could only 
arrive in time to witnefs tlieir expiring friends. 
For chat carnage, he faid, and for all the 
horrid bufinefs which fucceeded, Mr. Haft- 
ipgs mult undoubtedly be anfwerable. He 
who SOWED the SEED, muft neceflarily be 
looked ^o as the author of the harvest. 
It was the natural eSd€t of oppreflion to be- 
get refi dance 5 and if the confequepces be 
fatal, the oppredbr is undoubtedly guilty. — 
In relating the efcape and fubfequent cala- 
mities of the Rajah, he remarked with great 
force, how fatally the transfer of the fove- 
reignty to the Company had operated againft 
his intereds. He had paded from the fove- 
reignty of uninformed Barbarifm to that of 
enlightened Religion; — he had exchanged 
the arbitrary code, as it was deemed, of 
Timur, for the mild fway of Britifh juiUce. 
But what was the confequcnce ? Under the 

,^ former he had found protection— under 
the latter his portion was misery ! 

The next point of criminality which Mr. 
Grey alledged againd Mr. Hadings, was the 
affault by Major Pppliam on the fortrefs of 
Bcdjeygur, whore the wife and mother of " 
the Rajah redded, and the incitements which 
lie had on that occadon lield forth to the fol- 

* fiiery to plunder and rapine. In proof of 
: {bis char^ he quoted the very words of the 



Governor-General to Major Popham :— 
^ If the reports brought to me ai-e true, your 
^rejefting her offers for any negociations 

* with her would foon obtain you podcdioij 
*. of the fort on your own terms, I appre- 
*. hend die will contrive to defraud the cap- 

* tors of a confiderable part of the booty, 
^ by being fuffered to retire withput exami- 
' nation. " I diould be very forry that your 
^ officers and foldicrs lod any part of the 

* reward to which they are fo well entitled.'* 
This letter had been defended by Mr. 

Hadings, merely on a cavilling didinftioo 
between a public order and a confidential 
letter. But that the letter was not confi- 
dential, was fufliciently proved, a$ thQ 
next day there was not an officer or private 
in the detachment who was unacquainted 
with its contents ; and even if that were nof 
the cafe, there was no military man who 
would not look on fugh a letter as a complsat 
judification of whaler he diould do in 
obedience to its intimation. Accordingly, 
the hint was npt lolt. The fortrefs was fur- 
rendered — ^its unfortunate mhabitants pdunj. 
dered of every thing, in violation of a folemn 
compact :— yet the foldier had an excufe to 
plead.— The orders of the Govenwr-General 
were not more cruel and barbarous, than 
they were peremptory and fpccific. Theft, 
females of dignified rank were, therefore, 
dripped of every refource in their want, and 
of every folace to their eye ! — Thofc who 
had compared Mr, Hadings to Alexander tha 
Great, would here find their parallel was greatly 
deficient. Alexander liad fo comported him- 
felf to the wife apd mother of Darius, thaf 
they fcarcely felt their lofs ; — Mr, Haltmgs, 
on the contrary, had fo demeaned himfelf to 
the wife and mother of Cheyt Sing, that the 
unfortunate Rajah felt their fuffcrings as the 
keened aggravation of his own. 

It was not a little remarkable, Mr. Grty 
obferved, that the odenfible purpofe of Mr, 
Hadings, in his journey to Benares, was to 
recruit the Company's Treafury; but no 
fooncr did the occafion offer for that purpofe 
in the feizurc of the fortrefs of Bedjeygur, 
than the plunder of 250,0001. was configned 
to the troops. It was true, indeed, that, on 
the rcprefentr.tion of the Council, he had 
attempted to rcfume it by way of loan. They 
knew him too well, and this dratagcm failed 
of courfe. He hud tlien endeavoured tQ 
draw refources from a country already ex- 
hapded, when he appointed the minor Me- 
triparain to the empty title of Rajah, fixctf 
the fum of 40 lacks as the annual tribute, 
and named Ouffhin Sing as the colleftpr of 
the taxes, under the contrcul of Mr. Mark- 
ham. The countrY 'wa&■Aav^v3^^x^^ «^ 
nc force co\i\d make \^ ^to^xxetv-^^,, \x^^ 
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in vain that OufTala Sing ^ai imprifoned at 
t}ie end of the year on account of the defi- 
•iencics, and confined umil <ieath put an 
end to his niifcry. His fucceflbr could do 
no more : and at the end of three years, . 
when Mr. Haftings repeated his vifit, defp- 
lated towns and ruined villages convinced 
him of the truth of thdr reports. No con- 
traft, Mr. Grey obfcrved, could be more 
hrong than that of the defcription given by 
Cheyt Sing of the territory of Btnares whilft 
under his government, compared with it^ 
fituation when under the £a(l-India Com- 
pany. " My fields," fays the Rajah, " are 
*' cultivated, my towns and^ villages full of 
*' inhabitants, my country \i a garden, and 
*• my RYOTS (hulbandmen) are happy. The 
♦' principal merchants of India, from the 
" fecurity of my government, refort to my 
*' capital, and malce it their refidcnce. It 
S^ is the Bank of India, and contains the 
** trcafures of the Mahrattas, the Jaiks, the 
*' Saiks, the native and European nations. 
*' The traveller and the ftranger, from one 
*' end of my country to the otlicr, lay down 
** their burdens, and flcep in fecurity." — 
When Mr. Hailings, on the contrary, went 
through thofc diftridis, Famine and Mifery 
fta:k d hand in hand through uncultivated 
fields and dciened villages. T here were found 
only the aged and infirm, who were unable 
to fiy } robbers, prepared to kill j and ty- 
gcrs, whofe ferocity marked the defolation of 
. the fcene.— Such was the contrail between 
the dominion of the insolent Rajah, and 
Qt the unafiuming and judicious Mr. 
Haft rgs. 

Having dwtlt at confiderable length on 

this fubjefl, he fummed up the whole of 

. tJhis charge with a degree of force which 

cpuld only be equalled by the modefty of his 

fpnclufion. 

" I hope not much longer to be trouble- 
. f* fome. I beg indulgence but for few words 
,** mcrs. 

" If, my Lords, in going over my appoint- 
** ed ground, I l:avc ever been hurritd too 
" faft, or carried too far j — if my imagina- 
♦* tion has, againft my wilh, feemed at times 
<* ovcr-heaied as it went, and the verbum 
** A R DENS ftrayed away from the proper 
ct aJiTj — let my heart be underAood to be in- 
" voluntary — let my excitements be acknow- 
*' ledgcd pure. I hope I may with full cre- 

" dit JJISAVOW MALICE. I PANT FOR 

** TRUT". But I cannot, here, look for it 
« without emot'on ! 

** Who can, yrho fhould be unmoved, 
" when he becomes the fpedtator of enormi- 



<• tics ! — ^whcn he is delegated to a facredl 
** fervicc for the detcftioh of guilt ! — when 
•^ he thinks he can trace crinunality to 
« its PROOFS, as certainly as lie has fyropa- 
" thy for its conse<^uence8 ! 

" Think, my Lords, if you can, without 
" rational anger, of outrage— exadion—de- 
'^ vailation-r-and death !-^the plunder of 
•' provinces!— the diftrefs of nations !— aH 
** nature blafted by the withering malignity 
" of nian !-rthc helplefs and the unoffend- 
" ing — what is ufeful, and what is honour- 
** able — the peafant, and the prince— all prcr 
" maturely fwept together to the grave ! 

" His deeds — ^whoever fins up to deedft 
« like thefe — his deeds be on his head ! — He, 
" by whom the seedss of ruik are fcatterr 
** ed— hisis the harvest of iniq^uity— . 
" the PENAL RESPONSIBILITY, at cacH 
" exa£^ tribunal, here and hereafter ! 

" Thus, my Lords, you cannot help for- 
*' giving the ftrong emotions, which your 
" own honour and humanity muft feel. 

" But there is mote to be forgiven — I have 
" much pofitive imperfeftion — I have more 
*' comparative defi<?iencc to deplore. — I have^ 
'* alas ! taken a ta(k that is above my 
" ftrength — and have been forced to follow, 

** MULTA GEMKNS LONGO INTEBVALLO, 

" after abilities (uph as no ftrength, I know, 

" CAN KEEP UP WITH ! ♦ 

" However, thank God, I have tried to. 
" Dp MY DUTY 5 and the beft of men can 
" do no moi-e ! If I fall, perhaps, on aa 
^ eftimate of talents — I hope to rife, 
" without prefumption, on the claims of 

" FAIR intention ! ' 

" And, after all, it is not genius — it if 
f' not ORATORY— it is not the charm of un- 
" cxpefted throws of language, nor the rapt 
'* gaze after newfublimity in ideas— No, my 
*' Lords, it is nature ! — it is truth!— 
*' it is from duties well done — from privilege* 
" well afierted — from the fteady maintenance 
" of every thing right, and from the ftrong 
" impeachn\ent of all who are wrong, that 
'* we can fatisfy the claims of exiftence and 
" rcfponfibility ! — decorate ourfelves with 
" the onjy ennobling quality, worth — and 
" tranfmit the remembrance of o u r s c l t k a, 
" and the very name of -our country, 
** with common honour to our children *.** 

As foon as Mr, Grey had concluded, tlic 
Committee of Managers began to adduce theij^ 
chain of evident on this important charge. 

Mr. Anftruther opened the evidence, and 
called 

Mr. Morton, S^retary to the Eaft.India 
Company, to prove the terms of the Charter 



* Mr. Grey was nearly two hours in delivering his fpeech ; his manner was fuited to the 
Qccafioni he was feivid, graceful, and impreffive. He was well cole^ted, without arro- 

gatuc J 
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granted to the Cprnpany in 1696. In this 
Charter all rights belonging to the Royalty 
are exprefsly referved. 

Mr. Hiidfon was next called to prove the 
appointment of Mr. Haftings to be Governor- 
General. ' 

Mr. Benfon was afterwards called to prove 
the Aft of Parliament of 7774, and like- 
wife the Anfwer of Mr. Haftings to the Ar- 
ticles of Impeachment in the Commons.—r 
The anfwer to the charge refpeding Benares 
occupied upwards of an hour j and after tiie 
leading was finifhed, 

Mr. Law, on the part of the prifoner, 
made two objeftions to the evidence. The 
firft was, to copies of difpatches being read, 
unlefs the originals were proved to have been 
received j and the other, to the Journals cf 
the Houfc of Commons being read in evi- 
dence — both which were over-ruled by the 
Lord Chancellor. 

Mr. Anftruther informed their Lordihips, 
that he /hould not trouble them any longer 
this day, but he intended to bring further 
•yidence next day. 



Ninth Day, 
Tuesday, Feb^u^ry 26. 
Mr. Anftruther went on with the evidence 
on the Benares Charge. There was no per- 
ibnal witrtefs called to give oral teftimony. 
Office documents were adduced on the fub- 
jeft of Mr. Haftings's Commiflion, and the 
fnnilar authorities of his predecelfprs, Mr. 
Verelft and Lord Clive. — Mr. Cartlcr had, it 
fcems, no Commiftion in his appointment at 
Bengal. 

There were alfo read-^the Conftitution of 
a Zemindar — the Conftitution of Cheyt 
Sing * — and various Extrafts from Secret 
Letters to the Eaft-India Direftors — Minutes 
of Council at Calcutta — Communications, 
Converfations, &c. &c. 

In the courfe of thsfc, fomc few words 



paffed between Mr. Law and Mr, Fox, Th© 
former having read, contrary to the wifties 
of the latter, not an Extradl from an Inftrp« 
ment, but the Inftrumcnt at large, Mr, 
Fox " imputed this — wherefore, was not vifi- 
tt ble — to delay } and urged in ftiture inftanccs 
'' of fimilar exaftnefs, that tlie Counfel fhould" 
" alledge the fpecific objedt of each evidence 
*' thus additionally adduced ; — an allegation 
** wliich will prevent trifling, by the ftiam^of 
" v(iluntary falfehood !** 

To this ft^ort fpe^h, Mr. Law afferted in. 
fev/ words, what few feemcd willing to deny, 
the existence of his right, and the propriecy . 
of his exerting it. 

After fome converfation between thofe 
Gentlemen and the Lord Chancellor, it was 
agreed that no paper (hould be read at length, 
unlefs a fufficient reafon was aftigned. 

At half part four o'clock, the appointment 
of the Benares Rcfident being the objeft, an 
altercation arofc about a letter written by 
Mr. Haftings, which the Managers were for 
reading, and the Defendant againft. 

The date of this letter was 1779— Mr. 
Markh^in's appointment to thcRefidency was 
1 78 1. The Chancellor feemcd to doubt th© 
relevancy of the letter. Moff. Fox, Anftru- 
ther, and Adam, fupported it. Mr. Taylor 
alfo was going to fpeak— when, on a motion 
from Lord Camden, tlie Lords adjourned — 
and, contrary to the expectation of many 
people who waited their return, the Court 
-concluded there f. 

On their Lordfhips' return to the Houfc t* 
decide upon Mr^ Law's objection, the Lcrd 
Chancellor, Earl Stanhope, the Dyke of Nor- 
folk) and Lord Hawkft>ury, f^verally deli- 
vered their fentiments, when it was agreed 
without a divifion, *' That the evidence of- 
" fered by the Committee was, admiftible 
" evidence, and pught to be received.'* 

Ordered a meftage to the Commons, that 
the Lords will proceed further upon the trial 
of Warren Haftiiigs, Efq. on Thurlday ncXt. 



gance ; free in his expreffion, without any rattle of volubility j firm in* his fentiments, witl\ 
fcarcely any difgufting obduracy, to the Defendant. 

Mr. Grey fpoke like a man in earneft. He did not philofophize, agitate, and edify, fo 
powerfully as Mr. Burke ; but he fli^ed <bmc reading, and fomc abftradt refic<ftion. He 
not Qply declaimed, but liis fpcech had, what \% kfs attainable by fo young a man, much 
good ?.rranj^em3nt and lucid order. 

* Wlien a letter to Cheyt Sing was reading by the Clerk, Lord Stormont, with mrch 
fajacity, enquired, " if tliere was any title in the Addrcfs, or any Addrefs at the concluiion 
^' of the paje ?" The anfwer ftated — ** there was none." 

The Archbiftiop of York, on the word " independence" occurring in one of the docu- 
ments relative to the Zemindar, aflced the irapoi t of the word, and " whether it referred ta 
*' the India Company, or to Local Sovereignty ?" The Chancellor bore teftimony to t'.i 
propriety and importance of the queflion ; but faid, the confideration at prefcjnt was informal. 

t But very few of the Commons, not above 20 or 30, were prefcnt through the day. — -. 
■^'here was at firft rather a full auditory j. but tliey foon qulKed the Hall. 

TE!fT«i 
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Tenth Day. 

Thursday, February aS. 

Ths Court met at twelve o*clock, when 

the Lord Chancellor informed the Managers 

of the refolutlon of the Houfe rofpc^^ing the 

letter to be admitted in evidence. 

The Clerks alfo paffcd through a various 
mafs of other written evidcnce^from tlie 
Confulfauon-; of the Calcutta Council — their 
LettCio to and from the Company, public 
and fecret — ibme of which, had the meaning 
been to hiwi kept it fecret llill, could not 
have been better read. 

Two of the Clerks from the India Houfe 
were at the Bar with their Ofiice Books— and 
both, but particularly the Accountant, gave 
a fhort teitimony, in a mode that was very 
fcnftblc «nd well coiieaed. 

The evidence adduced, chiefly went to the 
BenaiCi Rcfidency, and the circumflances in 
the :q>pointment . of Mr. Fowke and Mr. 
MiiTklinm — the Stipends — the Caval-.y — and 
the Subfidy in lieu. 

The eloquent and convincinc; Account of 
the Kxpeditlon to Benares, liatcJ to hz writ- 
ten by Mr. Haflings, was the h(\ paper be- 
fore tlu Court. Much of it was read, till 
the Clerk could fee to rcad no longer j — at 
neir half after five o'clock, thcivforc, the 
Cou^t .icljourncd '■ . 

i;L.".dc-s v,^hat lias been mentioned, there 
wai litt'.o fiid or done. Lord Stanhope fpoke 
a few words, and Lord Storniont, both very 
much In point. 

Eleventh Day. 
Friday, February 29. 
Tlie bufinefs on this day ccmmenccd ra- 
ther fooner than ufual. At eleven o\clock the 
Peers were fcated, and tlie Court had paiTed 
through the general forms. 

'i lie readlnir cf the r.eccflary documents 
was then rcfuincd ; the letters of Mr. Halv- 
ings, ar^d the Rajah Clieyt Sing — the Mi- 



nutes of the Secret Council— the correfpon. 
dence of the Court of Dircdors, and variety 
of other papers were read wliich made matter 
of evidence on the preftnt charge. On pro- 
ducing Mr. Hadings' Narrative of the Expe- 
dition to Benare^ Mr. Adam fubmitted a 
propofition to the Court— that as they had 
determined that the bufinefs of each day 
fhould be printed for the ufe of their Lord- 
fhips, it would tend much to expedition^ 
without fubtra£ting from the jufUce of their 
proceedings, if the neceflary extra<5ts from 
the Narrative were only marked for the pur- 
poie of being printed, with<)pt being read at 
length in the prcfent inftance. 

To this propofal no obje^on was made 
until Mr. Adam had nearly gone through the 
whole flatcment of the extra^s wliich were 
intended to be printed. 

Earl Stanhope then rofe fudderly and faifl, 
that in making the motion in their LordHiips 
Chamber of Parliament, for tlie printing of 
tl^ papers of each day, it was not his inten- 
tion that any fiould be printed but fuch a« 
had been previoufly read. In his opinion, 
the ends of fubftantial juflice would not be 
anfwercd by paffing over the papers in the 
manner now propofed. 

This objeiVion brought on a variety of obi- 
fcrvations from the Lord Chancellor, Earis 
Camden, FitzwiUiam, and feveral other Pett-s j 
but Lord Stanhope adhoripg to his original 
opinion, it was agreed,, that to avoid the in- 
convenience of a temporary adjournment, the 
extraifis fhould be read at length according to 
his riefire-f • 

When tliefe were concluded, a variety of 
accounts were produced, tending to fhew tlie 
Oate of tlie eftablifliment in Benares, after the 
cxpulfion of Cheyt Sing, and of the extrava- 
gance of the annual tribute demanded by Mr. 
Haf tings of FORTY -NINE Uck^, when the 
country, in its moft profpefpijs fta^e, liad 
never produced moretlian forty -four, and 



* 1 he Hall this day had not much refort— there being {)'Jt very few Membiers pf the Houfe 
of Commons prcfenr — never more than t\yemy, and latterly but three— and of PeereiTes, from 
ftvcn, till they drcpi^cd to three alfo. 

-| 1 he Papers rcr.d were different Minutes ofProceeirflngswith Chtvt Sing — of the country 
laid v/afte— tlic ?.Ji\^id dlfpatches — and tlien the appcintnicnt of Mr. William Markham to 
the Refidency of Benares. 

On this fubjeJV, t^^e rcafcns of Mr. Hadings for this appolntmept were read. If thjj 
ground: of u»i appoirit.7ient were cnsditablc to Mry Markheifi, the reafcns given by Mr. HaiU 
injs were fHli more fc, to his own m^d^rAandlog, and were enforced with all thu (hengtH ftf 
fin? writing. 

Mr. Fowke war, tcjpovcd— but the hcnourable manner In which that removal was cxpre/fed 
by Mr. h aj'cip^frrft^vss 1^: >rc flattering than tli© ofiicc itfelf. His ialary too was continued for 
^hree months — amounii-.-'^; to 3000 rupees. 

Th3 conclufion of tiic written evidence confiftcfi of tlic detail of the prize money —letter 
from Cr.lciicl Champion — a;-,d n pidure, byicre given from Mr. HaUings, of the devalbtioii 
pf the country cf Bcnarvs. 
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tkefe only under the preflure of fevere exac- 
tion. 

The written evidence being concluded, die 
M;uiagers proceeded to enforce it in particular 
parts by oral teftimony. 

Mr. Adam connedled and explained the 
above evidence. 

At half pait three, the firft evidence called 
was 

J. STABLES, Efq. 
Examined by Mr. Adam. 

This gentleman was fecond in Council. — 
Being fwom, he dated that he went to India 
in 1759, and that in 1764 he was an officer 
in the army fcnt to Benares j that he had fre- 
quent opportunities of feeing Bulwant Sing ; 
that he looked upon him as a very confider- 
able perfon, and that in the end of the year 
1763, or beginning of 1764, a negociatiou,^ 
was fet on foot to detach him from tlic Vi- 
zier, to wliom he was tributary, and to en- 
gj^ge him in the Englifh interclt. That the 
country of Benares was full of pwple, and in 
high c;Utiv2tion ; that Bulwant Sing was 
treated by his fubjed^s with marks of affec- 
tion very different from the attention (hewn 
to a mere Aumeel or Colleger ; that Be- 
nares was the refidence of a wealthy commu- 
nity of .the religious order 5 and that the army 
in which he ferved were not permitted to en- 
ter the place. 

He was crofs-examined by Mr, Plummer, 

The mxt witnefs called by the Managers 
was 

FOX CALCRAFT, Eiq. 
Examined by Mr, Gk e y. 

Mr. Calcraft flated that he was Aid do 
Camp to Major Popham, in the detachment 
that took the Fort of Bcdjeygur j — that the 
treafurcs found in th« Fort were divided as 
plunder among the army, which he under- 
Aood to ix; done under the autliority of a let- 
ter from Mr. Haftings j that the phimier was 
-divided the day after the fcizure^ and amount- 
cd to 25 lacks of rupees ; that each fe|)oy had 
100 rupees ; that he was difpatched with the 
intelligence to Mr. Haftings, then at Chunar, 
40 or ^o miles diftant, who exprefled vehe- 
ment dillatisfaftion at the divifion of t^ie 
plunder among the foldiery at a time when 
tlie Company wanted the money j that he 
reprefented to Mr. Hastings th.e letter he had 
written to Major Popham, as • giving an au- 
thority to the divifion.— This Mr. Kaftings 
denied, frud tlic letter was private, and gave 
" no autlioi ity } that in all tlie proceedings of 
tlie v/ar every officer had fubmitted to his 
advice, and that it was wrong to proceed to 
ti)e divifion, which he called a fcramhie on 
account of its precipitancy, without his con- 
currence, he beln^t fo uear. That in anfwer 
(• thi*, he. laid t6 Mr. Halting, that the 



letter could not be a priivate ohc^ as it con- 
tained public matter ; and that the caufe of 
the precipitancy was, that in tlie cafe of the 
RohiUas the troops had ne\'er received th»r 
booty. Mr. Haftings a(ked if it would be 
poffjblo to make the officers refund, and that 
if they would do fo he would ufc his in- 
fluence with the Board to procure for them 
the money afterwards* This he told him he 
thought impoflible, as it was already too 
generally diff"ufcd. He faid he brought a 
fword as a prefent from the officers to Mr, 
Hafcings, and fome ornamental plate to ?v!rs. 
Kaftinj^*, but he knew not whether they ul- 
timately remained with them, as he delivered 
them to Mr. Mark ham ; he believed they 
never did receive them, but he never heard 
what became of tlitm.- 

The above gentleman, extraordinary as it 
may feem> was brought by the Profecutors, 
His ideas and account of the general antipa- 
thy to REKUNDiNG, occafiOHcd much en- 
tertainment. The Chancellor could not help 
fmiling. 

Mr. Calcraft was crofs-examined by Mr. 
Dallas. 

The third witnefs called was 
Mr. BENN. 
Examined by Mr. Anstkuther. 
He deposed, that Durbijah Sing was con- 
fined in a houfe belonging to the Rajah of 
Benares ; that he had a garden of (ix acres to 
walk in ; that all the guards were on the out- 
ffdc, and walked around it. That dishass: 
— but which he did not fui tlier explain-*- 
was the caufe of his death j that it vv^as not 
occaffoned by any cruelty. That he ccuM 
not recolleft that the New Minifter, Jagger 
Deo Sco, or any perfon for him, had ever 
complained to the Britiili officers th.it the 
revenue was infufficicnt to the demands ; and 
that in particular, he could not procuru the 
fix lacks deftined for tlie maintenance of the 
Rajah. That the arrears of his colie«?iion of 
the revenues wtri.^ furir-rt^-l to jsb'.r itlon. 
That that arbitrator vv-i^ ^ awn, 

agaiiift whom no word c; ever 

been uttered by stfiy o nfe.j . hck, 

50,030 rupees, wei^.i^HH^ from 

Durbijah Sing. TJ^^^^^^. ,, 84, 
85, ai>d 36, the ^'^^^^^^^HdK'^'''^ 
high cultivation, zndW^^^^jF^ 

As tiiia gentkijon 9Qw ' ^' ^^ 

evidence, which rlid n^'lftft*. f the 

Managers, aqucUoii v. . i(\- nd^iig 

to convey, that he gave anptlttr Sccjuni before 
the Houfe of Commons* 

Mr. Law took an ohjeftinn t.^ this qucf- 
tion, as being contrary to the practice of the 
Courts for prcfccutors to arraign the credibi- 
lity of the witnefles tlicy had themfdvcs 
CiJicd 5 nor \n as it ^ro^«'> 't.Vv^X "OskK^ ^w^s^ ^ 
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into A novenqulry after the croTs-examiiution 
Was concluded. 

Mr. Fox fald the learned gentleman was 
nilAaken as to the practice of that High Court. 
In the cafe of Lord Lovat, where a witnefs 
was apparently unwilling to anfwer a quef- 
l;on to the extent which the Mana^iers knew 
hi could anfwer it, they claimed the right, 
and they were pcimittwl to refrefti his me- 
mory by alking him what he faid before. 

Mr. Adam contended that the praftice t>f 
the Courts below Was invariably to allow of 
leading queAions in the cafe of Unwilling 
witncffes, Which it was the misfortune of 
this profecution to hav3 j ior the wirnefics 
whom they had to adduce in the courfeof the 
trial llcod in fuch a relation to the prifoncr, 
as would make it extremely difficult for the 
Counfel to come at the truth, if the Mana- 
gers were deprived of the means of extra^i^ing 
it, wliich was invariably purlued in the 
Courts. 

The queftion being put by the Court, and 
anfwcred in the afiirniative, Mr. Anftruther 
read from the minutes a queftion and anfwer, 
purporting that heavy complaints were made 
by the Miniiler, that the revenues were not 
fufficicntly abundant — and hedefired to know 
whether this queftion was not p\it, and this 
anfwer given. 

Mr. Law renewed his objedion, and a 
pretty long debate took place, wliich occu- 
pied the remainder of the day, and pre- 
vented . the Court from concluding on this 
charge. 

Mr. Law faid, it was contrary to all pre- 
cedent in every Court of Judicatur? for pro- 
fecutcrs firft to examine their witnelles, to 
fufter them to be crofs -examined, and then 
finding the evidence not exaiftly what th^.y 
expelled, or what they wifhed it to be — to 
make an attempt to blaft the charafl^er of 
their own witneftcs, and to tak^ from them 
all craJibility. This was a thing unheard 
of in judicature, and he truftcd that their 
Lord/hips would not allow of a prafiice fo 
new and prcpofterous. Ha ftated the matter 
in vario'is ways, and argued that it was fun- 
<bnfKn tally improper. 

Mr. Hummer rcfs to anfwer Mr. Adam 
— which hc^id in v^ry Itron^ r.nd pov/erful 
t.Tms. He icqucrud »• the Court to advert 
to the ro^'dty of this attempt — an attempt, 
h;; bcU.Vod, before untr'ud \n any Cou't of 
JudicaHii-e wlutcver. A party call their 
ownvdtncfo — they examine him in tlicirown 
way— he i: th.-'n ci ofs-ex-imincd by the other 
party j and when the rrcf3cutcrs iind that he 
does not turn out the evidence they wiih — 
they endeavour to deftroy the teftimony they 
have thernfcives brought, and in*piach his crc- 
dibiiiiy. The precedent w.^s indeed new ! 
kui wiiicliCi wuy;a iikad ? Every gentleman 



brought upon this, oi* afccr tfes, bpbft aft/ 
other caufe, would find his charafter takeii 
away, his veracity called in queftion, and his 
oath difputed, beeaufe he did not anfwer the 
expe^ation of thofe who brought him. He 
believed more honourable Witneftes, or names 
more rcfpe<flable, were not likely to be called* 
on any (\)ture trial: and he trufted their 
Lordltips would not be told by the Managers, 
however high they might hold themfelves, that 
^^ youjhail maxe a ruli for us.. Ours is a 
peculiar caf&— ^wc are to force out truth, and • 
by violence muft we come at it. But, nvf 
Lords, concluded Mr. Plummer — if to do 4 
little yightf you a^c to do a great nvrong'-' 
confider what a precedent you eftablifli j what 
high roads you lay open to error. If yoti de-* 
termine this attempt in the Managers to hit 
law, you argue againft all other cafes that 
we know of; and if you make a neiu Rute^ as 
they would have you -^future Courts in their 
turn, will leave or adopt it at their pleafure.** 
Mr. Fox faid, the two learned Gcntlemert 
had fpokcn very in;:;enioufly; but it unfwtu- 
natcly happened, tlut they had totally and 
compleatly mifreprefehtcd or mifunderftood 
the cafe. They had nuade the whole of their - 
argument on the aflTumed fad^, that the Ma- 
nagers were defnous to blaft the charadlers of 
the witnefs. No fuch thing was intended a 
nor tried. He revolted at the Idea of im^ 
peaching the chaia"ers of tlie wimeiTes he 
brought to tlie bar. The Managers felt that 
they were refponfible for their conduct, ahd 
they difdained to b ing witneftls to the bar of 
that high tribunal, whom they previoufly kneW 
to be improper, and unlit to be credited. It 
fo happened, that, foUcitous only of producing 
truih, they had endeavoured ro do tiiat which 
cve'-y Court invariably pra£)ifed in the cafe of 
an advcrfe v/itnefs. 1 hey had endeavoured 
to refrefh his memory by a leading queftion* 
Now, though on this, as well as on all quef- 
tiops, he mult enter his proteft againft the 
idea, that that High Court v.-aa to be guided 
by the pra<5lice of the Courts bclov/j con-i 
tending as he did, that their Lordfiiips were 
to be guided by thofe rules only cf which he 
acknowlcdgLd the piopricty ; ytt ftill he was 
ready to put his ignorance againft the legal 
knowledt.e of tlie learned Counftl, and td 
agree with them, that it was the conftant 
pn.dlicc of ths Courts to fulFer leading quef- 
tions to be put to unwilling witneifes, and ^ 
that this was not confic'ered as an impeach- 
ment cf their credilility. Even in cafes of 
hfe and death, it was common to fay to a 
witnefs. This was not v/Iiat you faid Ufo e 
the R'agiftratc, &-e. ; and that fuch refrefh- 
ment of recolleQion was proper, and contri- 
buted to the produ^on of tiuth. 1 liis W£» 
all that they denied in this inftance. The 
witnefs might hav« improved Ills knowledge 
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by cxcrdfing his memory on the point fince 
his examination before the Committee, and 
it would be no attack on his character, if on 
a more precife recollection his evidence might 
be different now fix)m what it was then. 

Mr. Michael Angeld Taylor and Mr. 
BurKe concluded the debate with a few 
words ; and it being paft fix o^clock, and quite 
dark, the Lords adjourned to their own Cham- 
ber, where.they refolved to put a queftion on 
the point in difpute to the Judges ; and ad- 
journed the Court* to Thurfday the loth 
•f April. 



Twelfth Day. 
Thursuay, April lo. 

About half after twelve o'clock the 
Court met, and beimg opened with the 
ufual folemnities, and the prifoner brought 
to the bar, 

The Lord Chancellor informed the Hon. 
the Managers for ,the Houfe ef Commons, 
that he was dlre^ed by their Loiifhlps to 
inform them, that ** when a wimefs, pro- 
duced and • examined, difclaimed all know- 
ledge of- any matter fo mterrogated, it is not 
competent for the Managers tp purfue fuch 
examination by propofmg a ^ueilion, con- 
taining the particulars of an anfwer fup- 
4 poied to have been made by fuch wimefs in 
any other place, and demanding of him whe- 
ther the particulars fo fuggefted were not the 
anfwer he had made.** Therefore he in- 
ibrmedithe Managers, that the lail queflion 
put to Mr. Benn was incompetent. 

Mr. Fox Tequefted that they might be 
permitted to withdraw, and accordingly the 
'Managers witlMrew for fome time. 

On their return Mr. Fox addreffed the 
Court in a fhort fpeech, of which the fol- 
lowing is the purport : 

The Hon. Gentleman faid, it was with 
great concern that he had to inform their 
I<ord(hips, that the Managers could not ac 
^uiefce in the refolution which the noble and 
learned Lord had communicated to them, 
without oxpreffing their dired and pofitive 
fliflent from the principle upon which it was 
• made. Bound as they were to profecute the 
charges exhibited againft Warren Haftings 
with vigour, they fhould in confequence of 
this refolution have felt it their duty to re- 
turn to the Houfe of Commons, and refer 
the decifion to them ; but that folicitous as 
they were of profecuting the charges with dif- 
patch as weli as vigour, they had refolved 
for the time to acquiefce, but to acquiefcc 
under a folemn proteft, which he now made. 
In acquiefcing, however, they begged leave 
to fay, that they ihould maintain their claim 

♦ The Commons this day rof« from twenty 
lii|hdt . 



to fubmit the fame fort of Queftion, If k 
the further profecutlon of the charges it 
fliould be found neceffary to the confideratioh 
of their Lordfliips, and they fhould alfo 
fubmit it to their deliberation In another 
way. They felt it to be of the mofl ferioua 
importance, not fo much on acCourtt of th< 
particular queflion on whidi the refolutioii 
had been made, as it might apply equally tm 
other queflions of more interefl, and they 
did not know but that fuch rcftraint might 
ferioufly affeft the courfe of public juflice. 
It was to be obferved, that trial by impeach j 
ment mufl necefTarily in its nature be dire^- 
ed only againfl men of cortfiderable rank and 
influence; and it was thlCTcfore to be ex^ 
pefted that the wimefTes to be examined 
would be involuntary witnefTes-^men who 
bad either been accomplices in the crimes, or" 
who owed gratitude to the prifone^, arid 
that it wpuM require all the powers of the 
Court to extraft the truth, which it was the' 
common wifh and duty both of the profecu- 
tors and the Court to obtain. Men of great 
confideration, when under trial, would na- 
turally pofTefs proportionate influence — the 
influence both of intimidatk>n and of hope—* 
and, what was flill more likely to be tha 
cafe, the influence of gratitude. This wat 
particularly applicable to the prefent trial* 
The prifoner, by the nature of his fituation, 
had necefTarily attached to his interefls many 
whom he had protected by his power, and 
raifed to opulence by his favour. Many 
perfons were involved in the crimes with 
which he flood charged by the Houfe of 
Commons, and who, by their fituatiohs, 
were the befl able to give information ; and 
therefore, in the examination of all fuch 
perfons, it became eflential to the ends 6f 
public juflice, that queftions of the nature 
of that upon which the refolution had been 
made fhould be countenanced. — They ac- 
quiefced the more readily for the time in the 
decifion, from the confidence which they had 
in their Lordfhips love of and zeal for juf- 
tice, that when they came to refleft that 
fuch queflions were indifpenfible, they would 
be countenanced by that High Court. They 
were more ready alfo to acquiefce, becaufe* 
though by their refolution it might be denied 
to the Man^;ers for the Commons to put 
fuch queflions, a right, however, vvhich they 
would never give up, they were fenfible that 
it could not pofiibly be denied to the pri- 
foner, or to the Counfel for the prifoner, to 
put fuch quefHons if they fhould tftlnk them 
neceffary ; and becaufe they knew alfo^ that 
it mufl be in the power of th« Court, whofe 
duty and whole anxious wifh they knew it 

to fixty. The thermometer flood tlierc &&tJbA 



xwaSc 



.[ 26 J 



fnuft be to fcarch for the truth of every part 
of the body of matter brought before them 
in the charges, to aik fuch queflions as oc- 
curred to therrt to be twceflfary of this kind. 
For thefe reafons, and alfo from an earn«fl 
defirc of proceeding with all poflible dif- 
patch and vigour, they had rcfolved to fub- 
mit for the moment, that the qucrtion of 
right rtiould be viravcdj at the fame time 
they could not help cxpreffing their furprize, 
that thehr Lordfhips, who in the outfet had 
declared that in this High Court they were 
to be direded and governed by the forms 
and pra£lice of the Courts below, (hould in 
this particular inflance think it necelfary or 
expedient to depart from the known^ con- 
ftant, and uniform prafticc of every inferior 
Court of Law in the kingdom. 

On this Mr. Benn was called again to the 
Sar, on his further examination. 
Mr. BENN. . 
Examined by Mr. Fox. 
Mr. Benn ftated, that he had not feen his 
tiepofition fmce he gave it in the Houfe of 
Commons ; that he wiHied to be indulged 
with a fight cf it, to rcfrefh his memory.— 
This was permitted to him. — He then went 
into comments and explanations of it. He 
iaid, his communications with the Rajah 
were not official : that, of courfe, the Rajah 
never complained to him of ill-treatment. 
That he was only ailiilant to the Refident of 
Benares, appointed in January 1781. That 
the confinement of Durbejah Sing ^vas in 
two wfiys : — firft, the guard was placed at 
the outfide of the garden ; fecondly, on the 
infide, and fome in the houfe ; but that he 
fuftained no other hardfhip, than in being for 
two days deprived of his bouccM, viz. fmoak- 
injT, Did not know whether his confine- 
znent came from Government at large, or 
the Governor-General. That his papers 
were felzed — his jaghire fequeftered. That 
it was generally underft9od there was a de- 
ficiency in his accounts ; and that Culbully 
Ben, a farmer, had paid him monies, for 
which he had not accounted. 
Mr. Burke here took up the examinatioo. 
That the country of ^Benares paid as much 
as it could well afford to Government \ that 
It would not " take care of itfelf,** as Mr., 
Burke demanded, but required fome atten- 
tion. That the article of Sahpetre, in that 
country, vras of the nature of a Royalty in 
this, and was generally in the hands of fome 
great Zemindar. That the Opium pro- 
duced about 470 chefts in a year. 

Mr. Burke attempted to deduce from his 
examination, that the refources of the coun- 
try vtrcre not equal to the fum demanded 
aanualiy. 



Crofs -examined by Mr. Law* 
That the great refource of the country wat 
•—ITS RELIGION : that a number of Pil- 
grims came there, and expended large Aims 
in travelling and gifts. To thefe the Salt- 
petre and Opium were to be added. An4 
concluded by faying, that the money, 2080 
lacks of rupees, awarded to Government by 
Aly Ebraim Cawn, was never paid. That 
another improvement had been propofed by 
Mr. Hailings — the cultivation of fugar—- 
which it was proved grew tliere witli 
fuccefs. 

Mr. Adam then rofe, to produce fome 
written evidence:—" Country Correfpond- 
cnce, and Minutes of the Secret Coipmit- 
tee :**— and fecret indeed they were, as they 
coniiiled of one continued Aring of Indian 
names, whofe founds occafionally excited 
the wonder of many of the ladies. They 
were read with great perfeverance and afto- 
nifhing gravity by the Clerk. 

Thefe being fini/hed, the lafl evidence lA 
fupport of the charge was called in. 
Colonel GARDNER. 
Examined by Mr. Grit. 
He depofed, that he knew the country of 
Benares perfeftly. That property was weU 
protedled there. One only inflance of cru- 
elty he knew — tliat of a Cadet being wound- i 
cd by the people of the country. That he 
had played at Chefs with Cheyt Sing, and 
walked with him in his garden, but never^ 
faw any violence in his temper. That ha 
thought Mr. Haftings might have been cut ' 
off, had the Rajah wiflisd it.. That when 
Cheyt Sing was amefted, the infurreftion 
feemed of the inibuit, and not premeditated. 
Thought that money might have been ob- 
tained from him without bloodfhed. That 
an indireA application had been made to 
Mr. Markham, who wondered *' how in- 
tcrccffion could be made for a murderer." 
Obferved no perf«nal animofity on the part 
of Mr. Hailings againfl him ; but thought 
he was thus fuddenly arreiled, for carrying 
on a Secret Correfpondence with the enemy* 
That anting was certakily an infult, as it 
was in all countries ; and imagined it might 
have been done without. 

Crofe-cxamined by Mr. Plummsk. 
Thought much of the violence proceeded 
from Cheyt Sing's brother, Sujah Sing, who 
commanded ahnofl entirely -y — a man of 
much vk)lence of difpofition. — This evi- 
dence was finifhed by being aiked — that 
as he had declared his opinion of many per- 
fons in the courfe of his evidence — What 
his opinioh was of Mr. Haftings ? Td 
which he replied, That a more amiable pri- 
vat$ tbara^ir he had never known, than 

that 
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that borne by Mr. Ha{Hngs ; and it was fo 
univerfally acknowledged *. 

Thirtiknth Day. 
Friday, April ii* 
This day the Court being aiTembled, Mr. 
Anftruther began to Turn up the whole of 
the evidence on the firft charge. He en- 
tered very fully, in a fpeech of three hours 
and a half in length, into the hiflory of the 
tranfadlions between Mr. Hailings and the 
Rajah of Benares ; but unlefs we were at 
liberty to follow him through the whole of 
the detail, it would be impoffible for us to 
convey any idea of the happinefs with which 
he elucidated the whole of this complicated 
bpfinefs. From the firft fupp^ed pxrso- 
VAL affront offered to Mr. Haftings by the 
Rajah, to the exile of that unfortunate 
Prince, and the confinement and death of 
Doorgbidjee Sing, he was highly luminous 
and impreffive. In adverting to the rights 
ef Bulwant Sing, and his fon Cheyt Sing, 
as difcrimlnated by the Governor-General, 
Mr. Anftruther was peculiarly happy. The 
*"ormer was a Zemindar, according to Mr. 
HaftingS) becaufe he paid tribute : — this 
had been made by that gentleman the fpeci- 
Ac didindion between a Zemindar, or land- 
. holder, and an Aumeel, or colledior; yet 
' when his indignation was roufed againfl 
Cheyt Sing, his payment of tribute was the 
▼ory reafon afligned why he Ihould not be 
regarded as a Zemindar I 

Mr. Anftruther tlien took notice of the 
different arguments which had fallen from 
• the advocates of Mr. Haftings, in reply to 
the particulars of this charge. It had been 
uiged, that the whole of his condudb in 
India, though repugnant, perhaps, to parti- 
cular ftatutes, was ftridUy confona^ to the 
imiform pra£(ice in Afia. '* Would it have 
been borne," . aiked Mr. Anftiuthcr, " in 
the Roman government, even at its moft 
flegenerate period, in a Provincial Governor, 
Ofl his trial for oppreffion, to have protefted 
againft that fyftem of jurifprudence which 
he had violated— to have exclaimed, *' Try 
*• me not by your mild inftitutes — try me 
•* not by the code of Juftinian — for thefe 
•• accord not with the fyftem I have pur- 
•* fued; — try me, on the contrary, by the 
** practices of a Nero and a Caligula, aad 
*^ by thofe Jhall my journal of defolation 



« be fully jwftlficd.*'— Yet this was pre- 
cifely held forth by Mr. Haftings — '* Try 
me not," faid he, " by the Briti/h laws i 
fubjed me not, to the code of Afiatic juf- 
tice J but try me by the praftices of Coflim 
Ali Cawn and Aliverdi Cawn, for their 
perfidy of oppreflioa will find an ample 
ftore of precedent !"' 

He concluded by affuring their Lordfhips, 
that no pains had been fpared by the Com* 
mittee to bring forward thofe parts only of 
the evidence on this chaige, which went di- 
redUy to prove thofe fafls on which the 
charge had been originally founded. 

Mr. Benn and Colonel Gardner were then 
called in, and afked a few quefttons by tho 
Earl of Suffolk, refpe^ing chiefiy the firft 
infults offered to the Rajah of Benares, at 
the time of his arreft, and the treatment of 
Doorgbidjee Sing during the time of his im- 
prifonment. To a queftion, '* Wliether, ac:. 
cording to the cuftoms of the nation^ it wa$ 
not a (cvere infult to deprive Doorgbidjee 
whilft confined of his bwcca^ or tobacco- 
pipe?" Mr. Btnn replied, " That^ was 
not more than taking from an Engliih gen- 
tlenon his fnuf-l^x,** 

Mr. Burke then faid, that before the bufi* 
nefs was finally fubmitted to the juftice of 
their Lordihips, he found it neceffary tq 
trouble their Ltl(|d(hips with a few words on 
the* nature of the evidence which had been 
produced. It was • to be recolleOied, that 
fome of thofe men who had been called to 
their bar had been the inftruments of that 
tyranny which was now arraigned, Thofii 
who were deputed to opprefs, were therefore 
to be .treated with caution, when they fpoke 
of the meafure of the opprefiion. It was 
eafily to be feen, that thofe who had in^ 
filled the injuftlce, would not ufe the har(h^ 
eft terms when fpcaking of its meafure and 
its rate. Of this nature appeared to be the 
e\*idence of that perfon who had fpoken of 
the privation of the boucca, during the im. 
prifonment of Doorgbidjee Sing. To fome 
of their Lordfhips, happy in large fortunes^ 
anrf nurfed in the lap of indolence, fuch cir- 
cumftances might appear trifiing ; but to the 
wretched prifoner, deprived of every com- 
fort, the fmalleft alleviation of his mifery 
was of importance, and left a vacuum in the 
forlorn refidue of his enjoyments, it. wa^ 
equal in that cafe what the objed might be 



• In the courfe of the day various Lords ^ put different queftion8--Lords FitzwiUiami 
perby, Kinnaird, Stanhope, Portchefter, Coventry, and others. 

The Prince of Wales, the Duke of York, and theOukes of Gloucefterand Cumberland, 
were all prefent. 

The Commons were few in number indeed— 'lefs than on any former occafion ; and th«i 
audience lefiened fo continually from time to time, that at laft CcM^d^ ^cct^ \\«a«^ec%VdX^^DcteL 
who were obliged to hear were left in the Court. 
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i a (Viuff-box or a tobacco-box became 
matters of moment. Their Lordfhips might 
have heard of a prifoner in the Baililc, whofe 
folitude and mifery found a refpitc in the 
play of a ffider^ which he had trained in 
fome degree of familiarity. In tHit fingle 
enjoyment he bore his forrowrs without re- 
pining j but the circum^iince being difco- 
vcred by his keeper, that inhumanity wliich 
crufhed the fpidery plunged the other viftim 
into a deTpair which terminated his exig- 
ence. 

"With refpcft to the treatment of Cheyt 
Sing, on his arreil, it was only neceffary, 
Mr. Buike obferved, to caft a brief retrofpe^l 
to the circum/^anccs. The Rajali had bv.en 
pppreiTcd, until he could find no refuge, and 
degraded in the eye* of his people, beyond 
the reach of human confolation. — He had 
returned to his clofet, to addrefs himfclf to 
the Divinity — the Conmion Father of All. 
He was there fuffered to be infultcd by li^ 
Chubdar^ a wretch of the meanefl clafs. Thofe 
who had permitted this deed, had forgotten 
the jo^im, ^w/»-<j eflfaera miftr.-^\i they 
had not remembered the reverence due to a 
Prince and Priefl, they /hould have known 
Ihat there was a facrednefs in mifery, and 
have refpe^tod his wretchednefs, even when 
they overlooked his rank. In revenging thjs 
infult, hit fubjedis had merely done their 
duty. They had done what every Britifli 
fubjed, \X was to be hoped, would do, if they 
few their Sovereign fo degraded. To fay the 
Rajah, who was a Commander, a ^'rince, 
ihould not be difgraced, from being arrefled 
by one who had formerly been his fervant, 
and at the hour of his <(evptions, was ridi- 
culout. And for what reafon ?^ Why, be- 
faufe he was not a i?ra«m— or a'Pridt. A 
very admirable reafon indeed ! — ** Suppofe, 
(faid the orator, and. with an audacity that 
was felicitous)— fuppofe a Lord Chancellor 
himfelf— ^ot^/<^ he found- at Inf Jtvolfons, the 
peeper of his Majefly's confcicnce-7-and 
great at he mud be — fuppofe he fhould be 
thus taken away, would it remove the in- 
dignity that he was not a Bijhop ? No :— 
the Lord Chancellor would know, and feel 
the difgrace : He would think of the devo- 
tion h« had lof^ and he would not care whe- 
ther he was a Bifliop or no/* 

The whole Court was in a roar of laughter 
|rt tWis novel flight. The Lorjd Chancellor, 
fiowevcr, kept his gravity. 

This lafl fpeech more than compenfated 
lor the tedium of the day, which certainly had 
^een— •" car^one potandusy^ amongft the 
^Ueft. 

" The Hall had but a thin attendance. 
The Covirt ^ix>ke vp ^t |u|lf pail foiir 



FouaTllNTH ©AT. 

TursDAY, April 15. 
SECOND CHARC^f 

DILATIVE TO 

The BEGUMS,or PRINCESSES of OUDE. 
The Court being fcrted, 
Mr. Adam informed their Lordfhips, that 
he was commanded by the Commons to lay 
btfore tlicm the particulars of the fecond ar- 
ticle of impeachment preftnted againft War- 
ren Haftings Efq. Confcious as he was of 
his want of abilities to difchaige fo arduous 
a taOc, he had not prefunied to folicit ft ; if 
was afligncd to him by thofe m1io>',. i-om- 
mands it was his duty to obeyj ai.^ tlcujh 
fo fpltndidadifplay of talents hgn f^... .i» >- 
elfcwhere ujon the fame fubjecV ; . v i^ i;l 
frighten any man from purfuing it, j^i ic* 
lying upon the indulgence of .^hc Court, he 
would venture, in ober^ience to his orders, Xjn 
enter upon the fubje«J^, in treating of which 
he had the goodnefs of his cayfe and hit see^l 
only to fupport him. 

The various articles of the fecond chargo 
might be reduced under nine or ten heads, 
containing as many general pofitions, aiM| 
the grounds of allegations of guilt againfl tht 
prifoner— Firfl, that Oudewas a great, rich, 
and flourishing country — that the Begums, ^ 
the mother and grandmotlier of the reigning 
Nabob of Oude, were ladies of high birth 
and quality— that they were legally in poiU 
feiTion of great eftatcs, both real and pcr- 
fonal--that the property of them was legaJlf 
veiled in thefe Princefles— that tlie Eaft.lu. 
dia Coipp^iny liad guaranteed the po^effioa 
of them— that it was the bounden duty of • 
Mr. Haftings to maintein the PrincefTes in Uht 
undifturbed pofleffon of tlieir propert>= fo 
guaranteed— that, op the contraiy, be had 
invaded it, and cyen compelled their owu 
neareft relation to fpoil them of it-^that, 
with his knowledge, the Princefles and their 
families were treated with the greateft indigr 
nity, and reduced to the greateft diftrcfs-^ 
that, for the purpofe of giving a colour to hif 
own unwarrantable proceedings, he had, by 
<neans of affidavits taken by the Chief Judg« 
of India, Sir Elijah Impey, to the great difr 
credit of juftice, and of his fituation, flan, 
dered the Begums, as the abettors of the re« 
bellion of Cheyt Sing, &c.— and finally, his 'I 
motives in the whole of the proceedings re- 
lative to the country of Oudc, were founM 
in avarice and corruption. 

Upon thefe different heads, he begged 
leave to itate to their Lordfliips the different 
obfervations that occurred to hin^ and 
which, he trufted, would place th^ guilt of 
(he j>rifoner in fuch a point of yi^, that 
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jvdges of Infinitely lefs clifcemment than 
chelr LorcKhips poiTciTed could not but be 
iiruck with it. 

1'hat Oude was a country of confiderable 
extent, would appear from this fatl, with 
which their Lordihips were well acquainted j 
Ch^c it was in length 360 miles, and in 



a£lual flate of that Prince and hit ten§o 
tory. 

The Princefles of Oude, as he had dated 
before, were ladies of high birth and qua- 
lity. I'he Elder Begum, er grandmother of 
the reigning Prince, was the daughter of a 
perfon of ancient and illuftrious lineage. 



brcudthiSo; fo that it was nearly as long as ' who yras*of fufl,cicnt power and confe- 



England, and as broad as this kingdom, 
from the iflc of Angiefca tte the mouth of the 
Humber: it exceeded Ireland in length by 
70 miles, and was rather broader than any 
part of that iHand. It was wealthy, becaufe 
it produced in fume parts various articles for 
trade and manufactures, which were carried 
L-. :o a very confiderable extent; and in 
o'-'ie-; parts it was rich in tillage. Before its 
•-cm' xion with the Eaft-India Company, it 
i« IS Able to defray the expences of all its 
ft ^---biifliments, without letting any run into 
arrear j and the fize of thofe efUblifhments 
might be collected from this, that when a re- 
dudion in the army took place in Oude, the 
number of men ftUl kq}t in pay amounted to 
369C00 rank and file. 

Thus was the country rich and flourifh- 
ing, while the Provinces were fewer in num- 
ber than they afterwards became by the ac- 
eefHon of Douab, and the conquefl of Ro- 
hilcund, or the country of the Rohlllas j but 
this increafe of dominion did not bring in- 
creafe of wealth to the Nabob of Oude; on 
the contrary, his finances fell into diibrder, 
he became ailonifhingly embarraiTed, and his 
country was ruined. 

, The origin of his connexion with the En- 
l^iffi was the Rohilla war. That war the 
Houfe of Commons in its wifdom had not 
thought proper to make the ground of a 
charge againll the prifoner, and therefore he 
would not urge it againft him as fuch : but 
' he mufl make mention of it, for the purpofe 
of mewing the origin of our connexion with 
the Nabob Vizier. When Sujah ul Dowlah 
formed the defign of adding Rohilcund to 
his dominion, he entered into a treaty with 
Mr. Haftings for the avowed purpofe of ex- 
terminating the Rohillas; and the price of 
our afTiilance was flipulated at 40 lacks of 
rupees, or 400,000!. The fun that faw the 
beginning and completion of this infamous 
bargain had rifen in avarice ; its meridian 
was in cruelty^ and its fetting in blood. From 
fuch a connexion nothing good could be ex- 
pected J and, accordingly, from that dhy for- 
ward the Vizier began to run ii)to debts, 
wliich daily increafcd, but were never fuf- 
fered to diminilh. His embarraffments dif- 
abled him from fulfilling his pecuniary en- 
gagements with the Englifh, and gave them 
a pretence for meddling with the internal go- 
yernmcnt of his country, and reducing him, 
^ \t ^vere, tp a cypher* S^ct^ wa« the 



quen.ce to be able to difpute the high office 
of Vizier of the Mogul empii-e w th the Ni- 
zam of the Camatic, and was at laft ho- 
noupjd .by the Great Mopjul with the title 
and office of Captain General of the Empirt* 
Her father gave her in marriage to Sufter 
Jung, a man of very noble birth, who left to 
his fon Sujah ul Dowlah the dignity of Vizier, 
and from him it dcfccnded to Afoph ul Dow- 
lah, Sujah's fon, who now reigns over the 
territories of Oude. The younger Begum, 
or Princefs*s iiiother, wj^? not of biith fo 
illudrious as the former, but flill fhe was 
nobly born,^d became the wife of Sujah ul 
Dowlah, and bore to him the reigning Na- 
bob Vizier. — From this fhort hiflory it ap- 
peared, that thefe ladies were of high rahik, 
and intitled to great refpetl, and to great 
eflablifhments. They accordingly enjoyed 
both. — That the eftates ^vhich they poffcflTcd 
belonged to them in propriety ^ and were not 
held by them in truft, fhould, Mr. Adam 
faid, be proved to the entire fatisfaClion of 
their Lordfhips. The bare pojfejfum of the 
perfonal eftates or treafures which they had 
in their palaces, was a proof of the propriety; 
for as thofe treafures were depofitcd in the 
Zenana, or palace facred to the rcfidence 
of the ladies of the Co^rt, it was impof- 
fibie that, according to the law of the 
country, any human creature of the malt 
kind, except a hufband, fon, or brother, couid 
fet his foet within the gates of it : No com- 
pulfory procefs, therefore, could be ferved 
or executed in the Zenana, and no one could 
enter it to take away the treafure. Would 
not, then, their Lordfhips admit, that the 
treafufe which no one could take from them 
was really the property of the PrinceiTes? 
But the proof of the property did not reft 
upon thefe points only, flrong as it was. 
By the laws of the Koran, the Nabob was 
not rellrained from giving eflates, both real 
and perfonal,' in full property, to his mother 
and grandmother ; and what one Nabob had 
given, another was plcafed to confirm. -*- 
The younger Princefs had lent her fon 26 
lacks of rupees, for which he gave her his 
bonds: hei^ was evidentsa rei that the 
money fo lent was not the property of the 
borrower, but of the lender j for no man 
borrows his own money, and binds himfelf 
to repay it. The Nabob's affairs growing 
flill more and more embarrafTed, that Ptvpss^ 
was flill preffm^VttS yooxJnk Vw Tw««.>i^ ^^^ 
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laying claim to part of her treafures, as the 
property of the crown, which his deceafed 
father couid not will away. His mother, to 
relieve his diftrefifej, and to fccure to herfelf 
the peaceable enjoyment of a part, at kad, 
of her fortune, entered into a treaty with 
her fon, to which the Englifh were parties 
and guarantees ; for without their guarantee 
ihe would conclude nothing. By this treaty 
ihs agreed to cancel herfon's bond, for the 
a6 lacks (he had already lent, and further, 
to pay 30 lacks more, or 300,000]. making 
in the whole 560,0001. ilerling. In confi- 
deration of this immeafe fum given to the 
Nabob, that Prince releafed all claim to the 
landed and remaining part of the perfonal 
eilates, left by his father, Sujah ul Dowlali, 
to the Princefs his widow. The full enjoy- 
ment and pofleflion of the eftates fo con- 
firmed to the Begum, by the Nabob her fon, 
Vrere guaranteed to her by Mr. Haftings. 
Whatever therefore might have been her title 
to this property btfore, lier right under this 
treaty and this guarantee became as legal, as 
ftrong, and as hlt^.iing, as the laws of In- 
dia and the law. cf nations could poffibiy 
make it.— The property of the elder Begum, 
or Princpfs, grandmother te the Nabob, 
Aood cxr.^ly in a fimilar predicament, and 
on a fiaiilar foundation. She enjoyed her 
cflates under a folemn treaty, and a folemn 
guarantee on the part of the Englifli Go- 
vernment. But nothing legal, nothing fa- 
ercd, could refift the lawlefs rapacity of Mr. 
Haftings, as thefe Princeffes foon expe- 
rienced. 

As the reprefentative of the government 
that had guaranteed tlie treaties which fe- 
cured to thefe ladies their property, it was 
his duty to interpofe his authority and in- 
fluence in their behalf, if any attempt wis 
made to fpcii them of their fortune, in vio- 
lation of the treaties : as a man, he was 
^und by every obligation of friendihip and 
j;enerofity to be the declared protector of the 
younger Princefs : that lady, in a letter which 
ihe wrote to him, and which v/ovld not dif- 
crcdit the genius of an Elizabeth, or the 
abiJicies of a Cecil, dated, that when 
Sujah ul Dowlah was in his laft moments, 
flic approached his bed, and lamenting the 
misfortunes which were likely (!b befal her 
and his young children, who were going to 
be deprived of t!i ir only fupport, he bid 
licr not to affli<St herfelf fc much for his iofs ; 
he wouW leave her a generous and firm 
friend and fupporter in the pcrfon of Mr. 
Hsftings, who would be a father- to hi^ 
children. This letter was written at a time 
when her foif Afoph ul Dowlah was endea- 
vouring to fpoil her and his grand-mother 
•f their property. Mr* Haili»g<s was nK)yed 



at the perufal of it, and vinote to the Nabob 
in behalf of his parents. In this letter he 
was dear and explicit upon t!ie obligation 
that cliildren were under to lionoui- and re- 
fpe<Sl their parents, and the duty which na- 
ture itfelf di^tated^ to all relations, to love 
and affift one another: that duty, he faid, 
was cnjouied, not merely by the laws of tliis 
or of that country, but by thofe of all na- 
tions j it was proclaimed by the voice of 
nature itfelf. Here Mr. Adam obferved, 
that when Mr. Haftings was fpsaking the 
language of nature, no man could fpeak it 
more forcibly, or deliver it more intrlligibly 5 
but when lie was endeavouring to palliate 
anions of his owb,* which the laws neither 
of God nor man could warrant, his ftil«» 
was ambiguous and his language obfcurp, 
fetting all fair conAruftion at defiance, under 
the Ihew of fplendid high-found ng but un- 
meaning did^ion. When the prifoner wrote 
that letter, had he changed his nature ? or 
could the man who afterwaids compelled 
the ion to become his inftrument to rob his 
parents, hare didVated fo humane a letter ? 
Pards bred pards, tygers begat tygers, and 
the dove never was hatched under the vul- 
ture's wing : nature might fleep for a while^ 
but muft be nature ftill : and therefore, tho' 
the prifoner had for a time put on the feni- 
blance, and adopted the language, of huma- 
nity, it was only fur a time ; he foon threw 
off the niafk, and difplayed the fame horrid 
difpofiticn that diftated the treaty for the 
extermination of thy RohiUas, and the fame 
barbaiity that marked tlie progrefs of that 
abominable war. 

Mr. Haftings expcfted that the country of 
Oude, exhaufted as it was by the immenfe 
fortunes that had found their way fr»m it 
into Great-Britain, by the extravagant mi- 
litary eftablifhments that were kept up in it, 
and by the fubfidies paid to the Company, 
/hould be as full of wealth and refources as 
it was before its conne<a^ion with the En- 
glifh, when its revenue, exclufive of that of 
the Douab and Rohilcund, exceeded three 
crorcs, or thrxe millions sterling, 
a-year. That revenue, when the Nabob's 
dominions were leis ext«infive, dr:rf"raycd all 
tlie expences of government, and the ftate 
was not a rupee in debt : but fuch had been 
the drain of wealth from Oude after its 
connexion with the Company, that thougb 
the produce of the Douab and of Rohilcund 
was by the conqucft of thofe countries added 
to tlie revenue of Oude, the whole was in- 
fu^cient to the charge of its eftablifhmcnts, 
and tlie Nabob was plunged in debt, from 
which he faw no refource of extricating him- 
felf : but Mr. Haftings, more quiclc-fighted, 
ar^ lefs fcrupulous than the Prince> faw a 
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fteat r^ource In the real and perfona! eftates 
cf the Begums, and infmuated to him, that 
ii he wouW feizc them, he would be able to 
rtiieve himfelf from his embarrafTments, and 
pay off a confidcrablc part of liis debt to 
tlie Company. The Nabob was fhocked at 
the infinuation ; as a son, he felt a degree of 
horror at the idea cf becoming the plunderer 
of his parents j and as a man or honour, 
he could not bring himfelf to violate a treaty 
whicli he himfelf had made, and confirmed 
with an oath, and for which the Princcfles 
had given a valuable confideration. The 
fentiments of that Prince on the occasion 
were very ftrongly expreffed by Mr. Middle- 
ton, the £ngli(h Refident at his Court, in 
thcfe words, in. a letter from Lucknow, da- 
ted the 6th of December, 1781 ; in another, 
dated the following day j and in a third, da- 
ted the 9th of the fame month : — 

** Finding the Nabob wavering in his de- 
** termination about the rtfumpiion of the 
• jaghires (the landed eftates of his parents), 
*' I this day in prefence of, and with the 
•* Minifter*s concurrence, ordcrcd the ne- 
•• ceflary perwannahs to be written to the 
** feveral Aumeels for that purpofe ; and-it 
*' was my firm refoluticn to have dlfpatched 
** them this evening, with proper people to 
•* fee them ,punftually and implicitly 
*' carried mto execution : but before they 
** were all tranfcribcd, I received a meffage 
*• from the Nabob, who had been informed 
** by the Miniller of the refolution I had 
•» taken, entreating that I would withhold 
** tlie perwannahs until io-morro\v morning, 
** when he would attend me, and afford me 
<< fatisfadion on this point. As the lofs of 
** a few hours in the difpatch of the per- 
*» wannahs appeared of little moment, and 
** as it is poiTible the Nabob, feeing that the 
*' bufmefs will at all ivents bi done, 
*• may make it an a«5l of his own, I have 
*' confentcd to indulge him in his requefts ; 
** but be the refult of our interview what- 
•' ever it may, nothing (hall prevent the or- 
«' ders being iflued to-morrow, either by hirjn 
•* or myfel^ with the concurrence of the 
•* Minlfters. Your pleafure with rcfped to 
♦* the Begums 1 have learned from Sir Elijah 
** Impey ; and the meafurc heretofore pro- 
** pofed will foon follow *thfl refumption of 
*' the jaghires; From both, or indeed from 
«« the former alone, I have no doubt of the 
** complete liquidation of the Company's 
•< balance.** 

Dec. 7, 17?!.— ." I had the honour to 
** addrefs you ytftcrday, informing you of 
•* the ileps I had taken in regard to the re- 
** fumption of the jaghires* This nK>niing 
•* the Vizier came to me, according to his 
^ agreanent^ but feemiogly without any 



*' intention or dcfirc to yield me fatisfaftloa 
" on the fubjeft under decifion 5 for after a 
*' great deal of convcrfation, confifting on 
*' his part of trifling evafion, and puerila 
** excufes for withholding his aflent to the 
" meafure, though at the fame time profef- 
" fmg the molt implicit fubmiflion to your 
" wiihes, I found myfelf without any other 
*' refource than the one of employing that 
" exclufive authority with which I confider 
*' your inftrufl^ions to veft me : I therefore 
•' declared to the Nabob, in prefence of the 
" Minifter and Mr. Johnfon, who I defired 
*' might bear witnefs of the convcrfation* 
" that r conftrued his rejeftion of the mea- 
« fure propofed as a breach of his folemn 
*' promife to you, and an unwillingnefs to 
" yield that affiftance which was evidently 
*' in his power, towards liquidating his 
*« heavy accumulating debt to the Company j 
** and that I muft, in confequence, deter- 
** mine, in my own jnftification, to iflue 
" immediately the perwannahs, which had 
" only been withheld in the fanguine hope 
** that he would be prevailed upon to make 
** that his own adt, which nothing but the 
' ** molt urgent neccflity could force me to 
" make mine. He left me without any re- 
" piy ; but afterwards fent foi* his Minifter, 
" and authorized him to give me hgpes that 
" my requifition would be complied withj 
** on which I expreffed my fatisfadtion, but 
" declared that I could admit of no further 
« delays ; and unlefs I receive d his Excel- 
«' lency*s formal acquiefcenci before the ' 
« evening, I Jhould then moft a HTu redly iffue 
** my pervtrannahs ; which I have iccord- 
« ingly done, not having had ai ly affurances 
*« from his Excellency that cc* jld juftify a 
<« further fufpenfion. I ihall, as foon a§ 
" poffiblc, inform you of the •tSe€t of the 
<^ perwannahs, which, in manj parts, I am 
«< apprehenfive it will be found /lecefiary to 
<^ enforce with military aid. I am not, , 
« Jiowevei^ entirely without he »pes, that the 
« Nabob, when he fees the^ inefficacy of 
<« further oppofition, may alter his condua^ 
" and prevent the confiifion anc \ difagreeable 
<< confequences which would bt ; too likely t# 
** refult from the profecution t oi a meafure 
** 01 fuch importance without his concur- 
" rencc. His Excellency talks of going to 
" Fyzabad (the refidence of hi i laoxher and 
" grandmother) for the purj^c I'e heretofore 
" mentioned, in three or four d i/s. 1 wifti 
*' he may be ferious in his If tent ion, and 
** you may reft aflured I ftiall ( pare no pain* 
** to keep him to it." 

Dec q, 1 781. — ** I had til :: honour to 
" addrefs you on the 7th iaft. in "orrning you 
" of the converfation whith hi \ puffed be- 
** tween tlic Nabob and me, c| • iht fubjea 
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* of refuming the jaghires, and ^e !le|>s I 
** had taken in cbnfequcnce. His Fxcdfen- 
•* cy appeared to be very much hurt and 
^ incenfed at the meafure, and loudly com- 
** plains of the treachery of his Miniftcrs j 
•* firft, in giving you any hopes that fuch a 
*^ meafure would be adopted -, and, fecondly, 
•* in their promifing me their whole fupport 
*' in cairying it through : but, as 1 appre- 
•* hended, rather than fufFer it to appear that 
•* the point had been carried in oppofition to 
•* his will, he at length yielded a nominal 
^ acquiefcence, and has this day iifued his 
•* own perwannahs to that efFeft ; declaring, 

* at the fame time, both to me and his 
^ Minifters, that it Is an act or com- 
** pulsion/* 

Thus their Lordihips would fee, that 
chough this Prince had a regard for his clia- 
nder as a fon, a man, and a Prince, and 
felt a horror at the idea of violating an oath, 
Mr. Hadings lyas above all fuch trifles 
of consideration, and was not fatisfied till 
he FORCED this unfortunate Prince to break 
through all the ties of nature and religion, 
and' rob thofc of the means of fupporting 
life from whom he derived his exiftence. 

In the remaining part of Mr. Adam's 
fpeech he dated the hardfhips and diftreis 
/ which the other children and wives of his 
father were made to endure by the Nabob. 
Such was their want of food, the Princefles 
who had hitherto fupported them being 
plundered, that the brothers of the Nabob 
hegged that they might be fuffered to go 
forth into the world, to cam their bread by 
their daily labour ; and the women, who in 
India think the fight of a man, not their huf. 
band or near relation, a downright pollution, 
expiable only by death, were become fo out- 
rageous for food, that they forced their way 
out of the Zenana, but were beat back with 
bludgeons by the fepoys. 

He could not fay that all thefe cruelties 
were committed by the exprefs order of Mr. 
Hadings ; b»t they were perpetrated by the 
4M-der of the JEngliih Refident, who was the 
mere creature of Mr, Hadings, who aded 
under his authority, and who, with the 
knowledge of the Governor-General, had 
cngrofied the adminiftration of every de- 
partment in the date of Oude, dlvil, milita- 
ry, judicial, and of finance, and left the 
Kabob but a diadow of power: he knew 
alfo, that when all thefe particulars were 
afterwards communicated to Mr. Hadings, 
he did not take one fingle dep towards pu- 
nifhing thofs who had a^ed with fo much 
'barbarity. 

Jn the narrative which Mr. Hadings drew 
of this whol e tranfaftion he had falsified 
dates, in ert'er c» impute guilt to the Be- 



gums, which could not be imputed to dienl 
if the true dates were fet down. 

While the latter aflertion was made by 
Mr. Adam, that temper which had marked, 
and fo meiitorioufly marked, the deportment 
of Mr. Hadings, left him for a moment, 
and acrofs his box, to a gentleman in it, he 
whifpered, « that the aflertion was falfe !" 

At thefe words Mr. Adam grew more 
impetuous. 

" What, faid he, (hall I 'hear, my Lords, 
" and bear, that my aiTertion ftiall be con- 
« tradifted ? ShaU I, who dand here as 
" the delegated Manager of the Commons, 
** be told that I am advancing wha^ is un- 
*' true } In the fituation in which I iland — 
** and from that degraded man at your bar, 
" loaded with crimes, and groaning under 
** hiS enormities — I will not bear it. — To 
** your Lord/hips I appeal for protic- 
" TioN !*' — [Here various perfons in the 
Court rofe up— and a brother Manager 
touching Mr. Adam, he recovered himfelf, 
and went on more oalmly.] — •* No, my 
** Lords, my aflcrtions will prove to be true ; 
** I will trace the guilt of Mr. Hadings — 
•' from the fird attempts at expedience — 
•* from te.- trial of a meafure, and the fear 
** of its failure, to the joy at its execution, 
*• and the triumph at its fuccefs : — I will 
** ftiew hiiA to you, falfifying his trud— - 
" defrauding the £ad-India Company : — I 
" will prove him guilty of forgery and 

** murder!** Mr. Hadings no longer 

(hewed any emotion. 

After various quotations from Latin Au- 
thors, by which Mr. Adam attempted to 
enforce his fpeech, and which he quoted and 
intermixed fo rapidly with English, that it 
was almod impolTible to didinguilh the 
** deacj from the livine,** he proceeded to 
that part of the Begum Charge which brought 
in the name of Sir Elijah Impey. 

** If I refpea the Law, faid Mr. Adam, 
" of which I am a Member ; if I revere its 
" doftrines, or am proud of the profeflTion 
«< — how mud I, and how mud every lover 
*' of the Laws or Conditution, around me, 
*' feel, wheh we reflect upon fuch a man— 
** fuch a lawyer, and fuch a being in t\)» 
** character of a Judge, as is Sir Elijah im- 
** pey ! throwing afide the unfullied cr- 
'* mine, and the facred dignity of his pro- 
*** fedion, to go on the common errands of a 
" Commiflionerj to take the affidavit of 
*' every man who would make one; and 
" thus, on ex fartt evidence, fworn with 
^ fuch fpeed as left truth out of the quef- 
** tion— and given in a comer — in the houfc 
** of Mr. Middleton, where every thing that 
" can create fufpicion, might be expected to 
<< be found— thus tQ dedroy theie wretched 
«* Be^uoM !*• 
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After fpeaMjig thrc* hours Mnd a quarter 
—Mr. Adam drew towards the conclufioiiy 
Which he pointed as follows : 

" If what once drew attention at this Bar, 
** in the perfon of Lord Lovat : if then — the 
** fame fummary mode of proceeding which 
" Mr. HaHings chofe in India, had been 
** adopted— what would your Lord/hips 
•* have thought — or, what would future 
" times have faid of our memories ? — If that 
•* Lord Lovat, inftead of being brought to 
** a fair and honourable trial, had been in- 
** ftantly dcltroycd by his conqueror— the 
** great Duke of Cumberland — would not 
*' your Lordftiips, with one voice, have pro- 
•' nounced it unneceffary and inhuman de- 
*• ftruftion ? Not lefsfo was the conduft of 
** Mr. Haftin^s againft the Princeffes of 
*' Oude : — unfortunate in having no Law 
** but the Will of their Conqueror :—:and 
•« whofe Will had no FeeUng for its 
« guide !" 

*' At the clofe of his own written De- 
•* fence,'* faid Mr. Adam, " Mr. Haftings 
*' has taken up an addrefs flmilar to that of 
" the Earl of Strafford :— -He tells you, that 
•' he was fcnt young to India, and almoft 
•* unacquainted with its nature and its man- 
•* ners : — that in the moffc trying fituations, 
•' he was forced to be his own gui«le; his 
•* own Politician J his own General} his 
•' own Divine 5 and his own Judge ! 
*' That in duties fo numerous and fo torn- 
•* plicated, the beft abilities might err : his 
•* talents have not that boaft j and therefore 
** fhould his errors, if fuch were found, 
** meet the pardon of his country. 

" If a plea fimilar to the Earl of Strafford 
^ be taken up by Mr. Haftings — then will I 
** adopt the anfwer of one of the greateft 
*• men this nation has ever had to boaft— I 
** mean Mr. Pym.— He fays — and with 
** jufticc he urges it — Wealk not for pre- 
" tematural abilities, nor expeft them : but 
** here, there is tranfgreffion againft every 
*^ rule : The light of Nature : The light of 
** Reafon : The light of common Huma- 
•* nity : all might have led him into a better 
•• path ; but wilfully, he chofe to ftray from 
*' the fafe road, and if danger ftiould await 
** him, it is his own feeking." 

Mr. Adam then addreffed himfelf to the 
Lords, and adjured them, in the different 
capacities of Judges, Fathers, Sons, Peers, 
Englishmen and Men, to find Mr. Haftings 
juilty*. 

Mr. Pelham would now have continued 



the Charge } but the Court finding that U 
was four o'clock, adjourned. 



FiFTEtNTH Day. 
Wednesday, April 16. 

Mr. Pelham informed their Lordfhips, 
that it had fallen to liis lot to make fomc 
obferVations upon the anfwer delivered by 
Mr. Haftings to the Second Charge. And 
here he lamented their Lordfhips' rigid adhe- 
rence to a refolution, which introduced a 
pra^ice fo very different from that which 
prevailed in the Courts below, and which 
obliged him to take notice of this anfwer be- 
fore any evidence had been brought by ths 
accufed in fupport of it. The Managers la- 
boured under difficulties imknown to any 
former Committee of Managers ; and thofo 
difficulties were increafed by the number of 
friends by whom the prifoner was counter 
nanced and protefted. True friends, who 
wiftied fpr the honourable acquittal of the 
object of their fnend/hip, would require that 
every fource of evidence ffiould be explored^ 
and laid open to the judges ; for by fuch 
nieans only could an honourable acquit- 
tal be produced. But thofe who confidered 
not the HONOUR of their friend, but the im^ 
p unity of his PERSON, and the preserva- 
tion of his ill-acquired wealth, would 
wifti to keep back every particle of evi- 
dence that might throw light upon the caufe* 
Againft fuch friends of Mr. Haftings the 
Managers had to contend ; and from the 
mouths of fuch men were they to endeavour 
to draw forth truth. 

Having premifed this, he obferved, that 
the defence fet up to the fecond charge by 
Mr. Haftings himfelf and his friends, both 
in Parliament and out of it, reftcd en- 
tirely upon the plea of necessitv.-- 
The fcizure o£ the treafures and jaghires 
of the Begums qould not be defended 
by fuch a plea; becaufe the prifoner was 
not obliged by neceffity to conunit this 
aft of injuftice : on the contrary, that ne- 
ceffity, whate/er might be its degree upoii 
which he refted his defence, was the confe- 
quence of his own malverfation, and therer 
fore it ill became him to urge- one crime by 
way of juftifying another. The great fource 
of all the evils that had befallen the country 
of Oude, was in the refolution the Governor- 
General had formed to make the Nabob take 
the temporary brigade into his pay : to this 
meafure might be afcribed and traced all the 
fubfequent calamities and diftreffes of that 



* Mr. Adam was up three hours and an half, and was heard with great attention. In 
many parts he deferved it. In parts there was a violence liberal men do not love. 

The Commons were more numerous than ufual. The female part •£ the audience were la 
f reader numbers than have latdy betm feen. 
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•otintry and its Sovereign. The Aims ne- 
. «eirary for the fupport of fuch a body of 
troops were too great for the treafury of 
Oudcto bear; and the confequence of ^eir 
being kept up was, that the Nabob was 
daily contrading debts, which he had no 
profpcft that he would ever be able to dif- 
charge. The Prince was fully aware of 
this, and frequently endeavoured to get rid 
of the expense by fending away the brigade ; 
but he found he was not the mafler of his 
own treafure, or the fovereign of his domi- 
nions ; for Mr. Haftings had caufed it to 
be Signified to him, that the Council at 
Calcutta, and not the Nabob, fhoyld judge 
€f the expediency of withdrawing the bri- 
gade. It was evident, therefore, that as the 
neceffiiy which Mr. Haftings urged in his 
defence was founded in the difordered llate 
of the Nabob's finances, and as that difor- 
dered (late was produced by Mr. HaAings 
himfelf, the neceffity which he pleaded in 
his juftification was created by himfelf; and 
«onfequently inadmiffible as an anfwer to a 
•riminal charge. 

Another ground of defence was, that the ar- 
ticle in the treaty of Chunar, by which the pri- 
fonerconfented that the Nabob fhould feize the 
lands of his mother and grandmother, was 
barely permlffive^ and by no means imperative. 
He would contend, that though this were 
admitted, the prifoner would not appear the* 
lefs criminal ; for as the English Government 
was folemnly pledged to maintain the Prin- 
cefles in. the poffeflTion of thofe eflates, it 
was no lefs a breach of duty in the head of 
that government to permit than to command 
an aA that amounted to a violation of the 
treaty to which the Englifh were guarantees. 
Our jullics ought not to fufFer us to violate 
that treaty ourfelves j our honour was in- 
terefted in preventing another from doing it. 
But the truth was, that the treaty was vio- 
lated, under the authority, nay by the com- 
mand^ Of the priforter 5 for by repeated mef- 
fages and injunSions, and under menaces of 
** a dreadful reii>onfibility,'* he urged the 
Refident to a completion of tb«i barbarous 
aft of fpoiling the Princeffes by the hand of 
their own fon ; and well knowing that fuch 
aui aft would probably be refifled, he ordered 
the Refident to ufe the Briti/h troops under 
his -direftion for that purpofc j and offered 
the affiflance of further forces, urging the 
execution in the following peremptory terms ; 
** You yonrfelf muft be perfonally prefent--' 
•* You muft not allow any negociation or 
«* forbearance ; buf muft profecute both 
*« fervices, until the Begums (the Princefles) 
« are at the entire mercy of the Nabob.'*— 
Their Lordfhips had heard yefterday, from 
•he authority of the Refident's Imer, that 



the Nabob, fo far from having been a loilUfig 
inftrument in the hand of the prifoner, had 
thrown all poflible delay in the way of the 
meafure ; and when at laft he lent his name 
and countenance to it, he declared and pro- 
tefted that he did fo by compulfton. 

The prifoner could not throw the blame of 
this meafure on the Refident ; for the meafure 
was fo far from originating with the latter, 
that he incurred the difpleafure of Mr. Haft- 
ings for having allowed the Nabob ttuo day» , 
to confider of the part thathe Ihould take. 
The Refident was fo much a creature of the 
Govenjor-General, that he was ready to fay 
or to unfay, to reprefent fairly, or to mifrc- 
prefent, juft at the will and pleafurc of his 
principal. This appeared manifeft from the 
following letter, written by Mr. Middleton, 
the Refident, on the 30th of Decembrr 1781, 
fome few days after he had informed him 
that orders had been iffued for feizing th« 
eftates of the Princefles, and that the Nabob 
had at length agreed to take an aftive part in 
the bufinefs, though under a proteft that he 
afted by compulfion. 
** My dear Sir, 

** I have this day anfwered your public 
*• letter, in the form you feem to expeft : f 
" hope there is nothing in it that may ap« 
•* pear 1% you too pointed. If you wi/h tht ' 
" matter to be otherwife underftood than I 
•* have taken up and ftated it, I need not 
** fay I fliall be ready to conform to whatever 
** you may prefcribe, and to take upon my- 
** felf any fhare of the blame of the " hl- 
*' therto'* non-performance of the ftipula- 
** tions made on behalf of the Nabob.— 
** Though I do affure you I myfelf repre- 
" fented to his Excellency and the Minifters, 
•* conceiving it to be your defire, that the 
*' apparent afTumption of the reins of his 
" government, for in that light he und©ubt- 
« edly considered it at the firft view, as fpe- 
*• cificd in the agreement executed by liim, 
" was not meant to ht fully and literally en- 
" forced j but it was ncceffary you fhould 
'* have fomething to fhew on your fide, as 
" the Company were deprived of a benefit, 
*' without a requital 5 and upon th^ faith of 
*' this afiurance alone, I believe I may fafely 
*' aflirm his Excellency's obje^ons to fign- 
** ing the treaty were given up. If I have 
** underftood the matter wrong, or mifcon- 
*' ceived your defign, I am truly forry for 
*' it ; however, it is not too late to correff the 
•* error^ and I am ready to undertake, andf 
« God willing^ to carry through, whatever you 
•* may, on receipt of my public letter, tell me 
** is your final refolve,'*'* 

From fach a letter their Lordfhips muft 
be conmced,. that the Refident vras too 
much devoted to the prifoner to do 9ny thing 

that 
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tfiat he thought wouW difpleafe him— too 
much in awe of him to dare to execute any 
great meaAire of (late without his knowledge 
or command. Fortunately for the caufe of 
public juilice, Mr. Haflings had quarrelled 
with Mr. Middleton, and that quarrel had 
brought to light the dark tranfa^ions in 
Oude, which otherwife would perhaps never 
have feen the day. But unfortunately fen- 
Mr. Haiiings, the quarrel was not occafioned 
by the wrath of that gentleman, in finding 
that Mr. Middleton had exceeded his orders, 
but, on the contrary, that he had not rigo- 
rouhy fulfilled thofe harfh and fevere injunc- 
tions, *' that he fhould not allow 4tny nego- 
•* ciatlon or forbearance;** and Mr. Mid- 
dleton was guilty of the heinous crime of 
allowing the Nabob two wb§le days to oonfi- 
der whether he would take an a^ive part in 
plundering his parents. It would have been 
happy for this country that the whole conduct 
of the Refident had been as irreprehenfible 
Sis this part of it. 

That the treaty by which we were bound 
to proted: the Begums was underflood by the 
Company to be a facred obligation upon our 
faith and up<m our honour, appeared from 
the letter written by the Court of Directors, 
immediately after they had learned that the 
Princeflcs had been fpoiledof their property : 
they ftated in that letter, that as we were* 
pndoubtedly bound to maintain to the Be- 
|;ums the pofleflion of the jaghirts, they 
trufled that the guih of thefe ladies was as 
clear as day, and a matter of public noto- 
riety in the country, bccaufe if it were other- 
wMe, our national honour would receive a 
wound which could never be healed. But fo 
far was that, guilt from being a matter of 
notoriety, that it was not known at all, that 
it never was proved ; nay, that it had not 
been fo much as urged as a reafon for the 
rcfumption of the jaghires j for when it was 
refolvcd that fuch a meafure (hould be adopt- 
ed, it was reprefentcd as part of a general 
fyflem of policy, and not as a punishment 
infii&ed on the Princefles for crimes com- 
mitted by them. It was reprefented to them, 
that the Nabob intended, for reafons of ftate, 
to refume all the jaghires in his dominions, 
and the jaghires of the Princefles of courfe, 
as part of them. Here was no mention of 
guilt, or of fo much as a fufpicion of it. The 
truth of the bufinefs was, that Mr. Haft- 
ings, difappointed in his hopes of getting 
polTeflion of Chcyt Sing's treaftires in the 
Fort of Bidjegur, the army having, divided 
them among themfdves, began to conlider 
wher6 he could get money. Sir Elijah Impey 
faw liim at that time, and faid that he had 
never feen " hia great mind in Aich diftrcfe." 
%h» treafures and ja|;hir« «f tht Begums 



held out the profpeft of a plentiful refource^ 
and he refolved to avail himfelf of it. H« 
preflTed the Nabob to difcharge his debt to the 
Company: that Prince pleaded inability; 
Mr. HafUngs pointed out the jaghires of his 
parents : the Nabob faid he had retrenched 
even from the delicacies of his table, and 
from the number of elephants. Sec, in hit 
(lables, and had xlene every thing to dimi->^ 
nifli his expenceS and produce favings ; but 
over the jaghh^s of his parents he faid he 
had no power nor authority : Mr, Haiiings 
iniifled that he AK^uld refume them, and 
juftified the meafure by the plea of neceffity. 
This was the plea of ^ag/hot-Heatk-^A 
highwayman might fay, " I vrant money, 
and muil have it.** He might flop a traveller, 
but di&ppointed of his booty, by not find- 
ing any money upon him, he ni^ht fay to 
himfelf, ** Is there no hovie in tiie neigh- 
bourhood that I may break open ? Art 
there no rich old ladies whom I may plunder ? 
T am in want of money j it is abfolutely 
necefl*ary to me ; and therefore neceffity 
being abovi all law, 1 muft have money at 
all events.'* 

The Nabob was fo far from having been a 
willing inflrument in the hands of the Go- 
vernor- General on this occafion, that even 
after he feized the jaghires, he begged h« 
might be at h'berty to reftore them. But on 
that head Mr. Haflings had written to thf 
Refidcnt, •* If the Nabob (hall ever offer to 
" rcllore their jagliires to them, or giv« 
" them any property in land, you muft re- 
" monftrate in the ftrongeft terms againft it, 
*' Tou muji iM# PERMIT Juch an event to tak§ 
" place^ until this government Hiall hav« 
" received information of it, and fhall h^v« 
'* time to interpofe \ii influence for the pre- 
** vention of it.** 

The diftreflTes brought upon the family of 
the late Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah, in confe- 
quenceof the feizurc of the Begums* jag- 
hires, which dq)rived thefe P.rincefles of th« 
means of maintaining their offspring and 
the ladies and oflEicers of their houftiolds, wer« 
great beyond expreflion. Some idea of them 
might be formed from the following accounts 
©f them fent to the Refident, by Captain 
Leonard Jaques, who commanded the forces 
on duty, for the purpofe of diftreflfmg the 
women in the palaces of Fyzabad. 

" The women belonging to the Khord 
** Mohul, or lefler pahce, complain of their 
** being in want of every neceflary of life, 
*' and are ^t laft driven to chat defperation, 
** that tliey at night get on the top of the 
«' Zenana, make a great difturbance, and 
" laft night, not only alarniied the fentineli 
" poftcd in the garden, but threw dirt at 
« them : they threatened, tft \Jd*w« <iassnvr 
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*: fclvcs /rem the walh of the Zenana, and 
** alfo to break out of it. Humanity ob- 
^ llges me to acquaint you of this matter, 
** and to requeit to know if you have any 
<• direflions to give me concerning it. I 
** alfo beg leave to acquaint you, that I fent 
** for Littafit Ally Khan, the Cojah, who has 
* the charge of them, and who informs me 
*^ it is well grounded, that they have fold 
'* every thing they had, even to the cloathsfram 
'* their backiy and have now no means offub- 

f^jyiingr 

This letter wa?. written on the 6th of 
March 1782 j but the diftrefles of thefe wo- 
men grew fo urgent on the night of thac fame 
day, that Capt. Jaques wrote again the fol- 
lowing day t6 the fame Resident in the fol- 
lowing words :— " I beg leave to addreft you 
^« again cdhcerning the women in the Khord 
•* Mohul 5 their behaviour laft night was fo 
•* furious, that there feemed the greateft pro- 
^ bability of their proceeding to the utmoft 
•* extremities j and that they would either 
•* throw tbemf elves from the walhf or force 
** open the doors of the Zenana (the women's 
*' apartments). I have made every enquiry 
*' concerning the caufe of their complaints, 
** and find, from Littafit Ally Khan, that 
** they are in zjiarvlng condition, having fold 
** «// th'eir cloaths and necejfaries ; and new 
** have not wherewithal to fupport nature, 
•* And as my inftruftions arc quite filent on 
" this head, I fhould be glad to know how 
** to proceed in cafe tliey vvere to force the 
•* doors of the Zenana, as I fufpcft It will 
*• happen, (hould not fubfiftence be very 
,** quickly fent to them." 

Thcfe humane letters produced little ef- 
fcft ; for, on the 30th of Odlober following. 
Major Gilpin, who had fucceeded Captain 
Jaques in the command of the troops of 
Fyzabad, wrote as follows to the Refi- 
ilcnt. 

" Sir, 

«' Laft iiight, about eight o'clock, the 
•* women in the Khord Mohul, cr Zenana, 
♦* under the charge of Littafit Ally Khan, 
•* afTcmbled on the tops of the buildings, 
*' crying in a mojl lamentable manner for food '^ 
** that for the (aflfour days tbey had got but a 
** very fcanty allowance, and that yejltrday . 
«* ibey had got none. — The melancholy cries 
" 01 famine are more cafily irnagiaed than 
•' dvifcribed ; and, from their reprefcnta- 
*' tions, I fear the Nabob's agents for that 
" bufmefs are very inattentive : I therefore 
**" think it requifite to make you acquainted 
•' with thefe circumftances, that his Excsl- 
•* lency the Nabob may caufe his agents to 
•* be niorii ciicumfpedl^ in their conduft to- 
** wards thefe poor unhappy women.** 

This letter was not more efied^ual than the 



others ; for tlie women and children of tlit 
late Sovereign, father of the reigning Prince^ 
continuing expofed to frequent want of com ■ 
mon neceiTaries of life, and being fortiy 
preifed by famine, they were compelled to 
break through all tlie principles of jocal de* 
corum and rcferve, which conftltute the dig- 
nity of the female fex in that part of the 
world j and after great clamour and violent 
attempts, for one whole day, to break the 
inclofui^e of the palace, and force their way 
into the public market, in order to move the 
compaflion of the people, and to beg their 
bread } and on the next day they a£iually 
proceeded to the extremity of cxpofing them- 
felves to public view — an extremity, imply- 
ing the ioweft ilate of difgrace and degrada- 
tion 'y to avoid which many w^men in India 
have laid violent hands upon themfelves.— ^ 
And they proceeded to the public market- 
place. With the flarving children of the Utc 
Sovereign, the brothers and fifters of the 
reigning Prince. — This appeared from a mi- 
nute account written to the Refident at Luck- 
now, by the perfon appointed to convey in- 
telligence to him from Fyzabad 5 an account 
containing matters highly difgraccful to the 
honour, juiiice, and humanity of the Bri- 
tilh nation. 

Here Mr. Pelham read the following ac- ^ 
count '.-^ 

" The ladles, their attendants, and fer- 
*' vants, were ftill as clamorous as laft night. 
" Littafit, the Daroga, went to them, and 
" reinonlirated with them on the impro- 
*' priety of their conduft j at the fame time 
" affuring them, that in a few days ;ill their 
'^ allowances would be paid ; and (hould thar 
'* not be the cafe, h e would advance them 
" ten days fubfiftence, upon condition that 
" they returned to their habitation. Non* 
*' of them, however, confented to his pro- 
*' pofal, but were ftill intent upon making 
^' their efcape through the Bazar (the mar- 
*' kct-place) ; and, in confqquence, formed 
" tiiemfelves into a line, and arranged them- 
" felves in the following order : the chil- 
" dren in the front 5 behind them, the ladies 
f' of the fcraglio ; and behind them again, 
" tlieir attendants j but their intentions were 
*' fruftrated by the oppolition whieh they 
" met froiT» Littafit's fepoys. 

*" The next day Littafit went twice to the 
'* women, and ufed his endeavours to make 
" them return into the Zenana, promifing 
" to advance fhem ten thoufand rupees, 
** whiclj, upon the money paid down, they 
** agreed to comply with. But night coming 
" on, nothing tranfpired. 

** On the day foll©wing their clamours 
f* were more YJolent than ufual. Littantwent 
\\ to confer yvith them upon tlw bufmefs of 

« yeftcfl' 
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ycft«rday, offering the fame terms. De- 
pending upon the fidelity of his promifcs, 
they confented to return to their apart- 
ments, which they accordingly did, ex- 
cept two or three of the hdies, and moil 
of their attendants. Littafit went then to 
Hoffmund Ally Khan, to confult with 
him ujton what means they (hould take. 
They came to a refolution of driving them 
in by force ; and gave orders to their fe- 
poys to beat any one of the women who 
ftiouid attempt to move forward. The 
fepoys confequently affembled, and each 
one being provided with a bludgeon, they 
drove them by dint of beating into the 
Zenana. The women feeing the treachery 
of Littafit, proceeded to throw ilones and 
bricks at the fepoys, and again attempted 
to get out ; but finding that impofiible, 
from the gates being (hut, they kept up a 
continual difch,argeof flones and bricks till 
about ten o*clock, when finding their 
fituation defperate, they retired into the 
Kung Mohul, and forced their way from 
thence into the palace ; and difperfed them- 
felves about the houiie and garden. After 
this, they were defirous of getting into the 
Begum's apartment; but (he being ap- 
pnfed of their intention, ordered her doors 
to be fhut. In the mean time, Littafit 
and Hoflmund Ally Khan ported fentries 
to fcour the gates of the leffer Mohul, 
During the whole of this conflid, all the 
ladies and women remained expofed to" 
the view of the fepoys. The Begum then 
fent for Littafit and Hoflmund Ally Khan, 
whom fhe feverely reprimanded, anfd in- 
fifted upon knowing the caufe of this in- 
famous behaviour : they pleaded, in their 
defence, the impoflibility of helping it, as 
the treatment the women had met with 
had been conformable to his Excellency 
the Vizier's orders. The Begum alledged, 
that even admitting that the Nabob had 
given thofe orders, they were by no means 
authorifed in this moment to difgrace the 
family of Sujah ul Dowlahj and (hould 
they not receive their allowance for a day 
or two, it would be of no great moment ; 
what was pafied was now at an end; 
but that the Vizier Ihould certainly be 
acquainted with the whole of the affair. 
She then gave thechildren 400 rupees, and 
difmifled them, and fent word by Jumrud 
and the other eunuchs, that if the ladies 
would peaceably retire to their apartments, 
Littafit would fupply them with 3 or 4000 
rupees for their perfonal expences, and 
recommended to them not to incur any 
further difgrace. The ladies followed her 
advice, and about ten at night went back 
to the Zenana. The next morning the 



**. Begum waited upon the mother of S«ja% ^ 
** ul Dowiah (the grandmotlier of the reign- 
** ing Prince) and related to her all the cir- 
*' cumilanccs of the difturbances : the mother 
*' of Sujah ul Dowiah returned for answer, 
*' that after tfiere being no accounts kept of ^ 
** Crores of revenues, (he was not furprife4 
** that the family of Sujah ul Dowiah, in 
*'* their endeavours to procure a fubfiftence, 
<^ (hould be obliged to expofe themfelves to 
*' the raeaneit of the people. After bewail- 
** ing their misfortunes, and fhedding many 
^ tears, the Begum took her leave, and re-r 
*' turned home." 

This narrative of diftrefs, occafioned by 
the poverty of the Nabob, and the fpoiling 
of his parents, both of which had their rife 
in the rapacity of the Governor- General, was 
fent to him on the 29th of January follow- 
ing ; but he neither ordered any relief in con- 
fequence of it, or took any notice whatfo- 
cverof the intelligence he had received on 
the fubjedl. In his Defence, indeed, he had 
faid, that he was not bound to proted^ thefe 
people ; but if he had any humanity, he 
would have ufed his influence, which was all- 
powerful in Oude, to relieve the diflxeflfes 
which he himfelf had occafioned. 

With this narrative, and Ibme few obfer- 
vations upon it, Mr. Pelham concluded a 
fpeecli, which he was three hours in deli- 
vering. 

Mr. Sheridan rofe on the heels of Mr. Pel- 
ham, ^\d fl:ated an arrangement t two of 
ordei- he fliould wifli to adopt, in the pno- 
du6lion of evidence on the charge now 
opened. The more material point of his 
propofed arrangement was to print, with the 
participation of the Prifoner's Counfel, v/ho 
nodded confent,— ««/ the whole of any volu- 
minous traft exhibited in evidence, as the 
Benares Narrative, &c. — hut only the parti- 
cular point, or partial extrad, fixity rele- 
vant, and clofely applying. 

Major SCOTT 
was then called — and was examined chiefly 
by Mr. Sheridan; — yet not only by him, 
but by Mr. Fox, Mr. Burke, and Mr» 
Adam. 

The Peers who propofed each two quef- 
tions were. Lord Stanhope, Lord Derby, 
Lord Stormont, Lord Portchcfter, and Lord 
Loughborough. 

The printed anfwcr to tlie Benares charge 
was ftiewn to the Major, to prove it was 
written by Mr. Ballings. 

His evidence went to prove it was writtea 
by Mr. Halhed — That Mr. Haftings might 
fee or hear it, though in a way the moji curfory^ 
the night before it was to be delivered — and 
that, before it was delivered to the Houfe, 
feveral paflages were added, and flill exift on 
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'liie retarded €»py^ in the hand -Writing of Mr. 
Halhed! 

That thcfe additions Mr. Haillngs did not, 
becaufe he couhl not fee tliein \ and thefe 
additions include arguments thought mod 
exceptionable. The fpecitic pages, as 13, 
24, &c. of the o^avo, were thus noted by 
him with a pen and ink. 

Major Scott further proved — That it was 
not only in the Benares charge that fuch ^^. 
paration was to be made — but in every charge 
except two, the anfwers were fuppled, in 
the burry %f tbejivs or fix day i frtjcriocdy by 
various friends of Mr. Haflings. 

Thefe friends are as follow : 

Mr. Shore, one of the Supreme Council, 

Mr. David Anderfon, 

Major Gilpin, 

Mr. Baber, 

Mr. Middleton, 

Mr. Martin, 

Mr. Benn, 

Major Scott himfelf, 
With Mr, Halhed, before-mentioned as tlie 
writer of the Benares charge. 

Thcfe, with other genflcmen, friendly 
plough thus to communicate, had furnifhed 
tlie anfwers to all the 22 charges. 

The two exceptions were, the anfweri to 
Ac Rolulla war— and the King's tribute.— 
Thefe, as then being the qudtions thught to 
tear tbe mofl ftrefs^ were anf%vered by Mr. 
Haftings lumfelf ! — To thefe he alfo added 
the General Intrcdudllon. ^ 

Before this evidence was thus detailed, 
there was a (hort altercation on its introduc- 
tion ; and the Counfel of Mr. Haftings ar- 
gued very fuccefsfuily this undcriablc pica :— 
** That in a criminal profecution, it is the 
** rlghtlfi^ccording to all legal policy and hu- 
•* mane expedience, of every perfon crimi- 
« nally charged, to review any declaration or 
•' conifeflion tliat may have efcaped him j 
•* and in any mode of mitigation, if he can, 
*' to illuftrate and explain ; — ^With tlie aid, 
* collateral or dircd, of all thofe motives, 
^ whether of fa£l or argument, which might 
^ have induced him fo to deliberate, or fo 
«* to do.** 

Mr. Law well referred to the cafes of Sel- 
^xn and Sir J. Elliot. Mr. Plummcr ufed 
dexteroudy the familiar inftance of confef- 
fions before a Juflice of the Peace ; and Mr. 
Dallas was following at a good rate, when he 
wfis ftop|>ed in the bell way, by the point 
being carried. 

The clock was near fix, when the Cour^ 
adjourned •• 



Sixteenth Day, 
Thursday, April 17. 

The Peers afTembled at the ufual hotir* 

Mr. Sheridan informed the Court, tiiat tt^ 
firit evidence whom it was propofed to caU 
on, was 

Mr. HOLT, 
a gentleman who had been long Refident i« 
the Province of Oude ; and whofe evidence, 
from his official fituation, would apply to 
fome other charges befide that which wa» 
now to be proved. 

The Counfel for Mr. Haflings defired t# 
know to wliichof the future charges theevi<% 
dence of Mr. Holt was to be applied. 

Mr. Sheridan anfwercd, that in a buiineTs 
fo complicated, and of which the parts were 
fo intimately interwoven withTach other, it 
was not poffible to afcertain in what part of 
the buimefs any fpecilic evidence might be 
deemed neceflary to the profecution. 

Mr. Holt was called — 

Win evidence in part applying to this charge, 
and to another, — If there was fome fmall ir- 
regularity in this mode, it was none but wha( 
humaneexpediencewould approve j forother* 
wife Mr. Holt, who is aufeful fervant of tho 
India Company, would have lort his voyage. 

Mr. Holt was an afliftant to Mr. Middle- 
ton and Mr. Bhftovv, when Keiidents at 
Oude j and he was called to exhibit what 
teftimony he could, as to the dljorden of 
Luc know — and how far they were or wero 
not conceivable to exill, with the cogniaianc$ 
of Mr. Haftings. -^ 

For this purpofe he was examined, not 
only as to fafts, but opinions — what, oa 
certain topics, was the rumour, and the fup* 
pofed rumour, among the people ? 

This Mr. Burke and iJr. Sheridan, in few 
words, ma ntaincd to be expedient, and very 
potently applying : Mr. Law, in words 
yet more few, oiMerved to be new do6lrin« 
as to evidence, but which he admitted | 
claiming only a reciprocal right to advance 
on hearfay, in his turn. 

Mr. i heridan, in the outfet, called on Mr, 
Holt ior a narrative of the country j its po^ 
liticai and phyfical circumftances. 

Mr. Hoh v^ry neatly waved his. attempt of ' 
fuch a tafk ; —as in a country like that, at 
large as our ifland, he might eafily want 
words at lead, if not fentiments, to expa- 
tiate. He begged therefore the Hon. Ma- 
nager to break the mafs of his general en- 
quiry into particular quedions, which he 
would try to »ifwer as well as he could. 



* The auditory were rather lefs numerous, and rather more unquiet, from colds and 
foughs, than ever we heard bciore. — The Pecrefles were few ; and the Commons not fifty^ 
lUi pad three o'clock — whtn, by the lucki^ «ccid€nif (hey came in great numbtrt. 

le 
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bi the courfc of this examination, he 
ftated the local diftreflfes to have arifen from 
the influence of bad feafons, and unfavour- 
able government — That there had been re- 
miflions of tribute — That in refpedl to ptf- 
Diftiments, fome were corporal, with a thong 
—That imprifonment was in forts, and in 
open fquares, inclofed with bamboo canes.— 
That the fun might happen to be unpleafant 
—That he had heard Col. Hannay disd worth 
50 lacks, or 300,000!. — Tiiat he had beard 
moil of the money was remitted to Calcutta, 
Ibme in goWpores, fome in other forms — 
That the people of that country fometimes 
fold their children — ^which had been attempt- 
ed to be flopped. 

The great oh3e£l attempted, by addu- 
cing the evidence of Mr. Holt, feemed to be, 
to prove the influence which Mr. Haftingt 
held over the Nabob, How far tlus was 
proved, it is not for us to fay — for us to de- / 
termine. 

It appeared, however, on the crofs-exa- 
mination of Mr. Holt by Mr. Law, as 
Counfel for the defendant, that if the police 
in many of the towns was bad, it was not 
Mr. Hailing^ who prevented any of the pro- 
per proceedings of the Courts — That as to 
indirefi interference^ it was ufual for the Re- 
fidents occafion'Sdiy to interfere in the Na- 
bob's government. — That the taxes were 
always collefted under an^ Aumeel giving 
dire^ons to a military force — That Major 
Ofbome had been employed on this duty $ 
but that no complaints had been, or could 
be, made againfl his condudl in that duty.— 
That Do^or Thomas, who had a falary from 
Government, was the furgeon to the Vizier 5 
and a great favourite with him, * on account 
of tliRt Jiiil the Vizier had found neceflary to 
have recourfe to. 

Mr. Holt was examined — ^re-examined— 
crofs-examined — ai}d re-crofs-examined, for 
the fpace of Jive hours ! by MeiTrs. Sheri- 
dan, Burke, Adam, and one queftion was 
ventured on by Major Pelham:— Then, on 
the other fide, by Mr. Law and Mr. Plum- 
mcr — through every part of which he fpoke 
with plainnefs, precifion, and diftin^uifhed 
food fcnfe. 

The Court put different queflions to Mr. 
Holt, on the fubje€l of finding out the know- 
• ledge which Mr. Hailings might have of dif- 
ferent tranfa£lions ; but which was not . 
proved in the affirmative. 

Mr. Holt, in the courfe of his evidence, 
gave a very curious defcription of the Na- 
bob's cavalry :— their uniforms being^ fre- 
quently coats without fleeves, and fleeves 
fewed to half a fhirt. 

Mr. Burke made fome obfervations on the 
Defence ddivered in by Mr. HaiU»gs as hU 



own. He declared " he now knew not wha 
*' to call it : — ^whether his legitimate or his 
" natural child : — whether it was his by 
*' adoption ; or, whether it had been tied at 
" hii knockery and fathered by him out of 
" charity !'* ^ 

In the courfe of the various difcuffion« 
which arofe from tlie objections of Mr, 
Haftings's Counfel, the Lord Chancellor con- 
cluded an obfervation, by faying, '* that lie 
" felt himfelf refponfible to that High Court 
** for every opinion he fhould deliver, and 
" for every otiier part of his conduit.'* — Mr. 
Burke replied, by admitting the refponfibi- 
llty : but declared, at the fame time, that 
the Managers of the Houfe of Commons, from 
the whole of his Lordfliip's condud, had felt 
the mofl perfeft fatisfaftion. 

At five o'clock, the evidence of Mr, 
Holt being concluded, the Court ad- 
journed. 



SlLVCNTEENTH DaT. 

Tuesday, April 22. 

The Court being met foon after twelve 
o'clock, Mr. Burke flated, that Mr. Holt 
not being on his departure to India, it was 
wifhed to have him called again, for his an- 
fwer to a few queflions. The queflions 
would be very few, Mr. Burke faid —but very 
important. 

The Counfel of Mr. Haflings not oppofing^ 
and the Chancellor nodding confent, Mr. 
Holt re-appeared. 

He was examined by Mr. Burke — he 
was crofs-examined by Mr. Law — in a man- 
ner to each examiner equally reputable; 
both for pertinence of drift, and perfpicuicy 
of expreffion. 

The leading points illuflrated by his evi- 
dence was, that in Oude there was fome 
local reflraints on the commerce and manu- 
fafture of the country — That Mr. Scott had 
a monopoly of cloth — but that the propofed 
gain, from thefe reflriflions, was vefled in 
tlie treafury of the Company. 

This evidence Mr. Holt gave with perfeft 
faimefs and ready intelligence— anfwering 
very neatly, not only the Manager and the 
Counfel, but Lord Portchefter, Lord Suffolk, 
Lord Kinnaird, and Lord Stanhope, to a 
queflion or two from eaph. 

Colonel Hannay's fortune was again men- 
tioned by Mr. Burke— and Mr. Holt having 
faid from hea^Jay^ that perhaps eight or ten 
people might have told him, in cafiial tall^ 
that Mr. Hannay's fortune was rumoured at 
30 lacks of rupees, he was afked, whether 
he fuppofed thofe eight or ten people were 
the only people who fo talked of the ru- 
;nour in queiiion ? 
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had faid ii) his Defence, that ht had forgot 
many of the traniadions alluded to in the 
Charge, and many he had never heard of 
till he read them there ; that he was indebted 
,to the recollection of lUr. Middleton and 
others for the afliilance they had given him 
in framing his anfwers to the feveral articles 
of the Charge, and that their evidence would 
throw new light upon the fubjed. Mr. 
Sheridan faid, he had one remark to make 
on this, which was, that a man who could 
be aiding and aflUling in drawing up the 
defence of the accufed, could not, properly 
fpeaking, be called the witnefs for the pro- 
fecution, though he (hould be produced by 
the Managers. Havin^g premifed this, he 
defired that Mr. Middleton might be called 
in. 

Mr. MIDDLETON. 
Examined by Mr. Sheridan. 
Mr. Sheridan made very neatly a fhort 
preliminary obfervation upon evidence : That 
*' he hoped in every thin^ with which he 
*^ troubled their Lordihips, to be fomewhat 
*' efficient and progreffive. That fome 
**■ forms, no doubt, were> indlfpenfible, and 
** none probably more expedient than thoTe 
<* of the C(^mon Courts. But iKU even 
^ thefe muft be relaxed, or perhaps aban- 
** doned, if RecdTary, to produce Truth, and 
*' atchieve the leading purpofes of Jufticc.*' 
This general refledion being clofed, with 
particular reference to the cafe of Mr. Mid. 
dleton — Mr. Law very dexteroufly ** waved 
«< any opinion onthequeilion in the a^ro^, 
** but laid he fhould referve himfelf ; and if 
" any queftionable point came up, he (hould 
** then, but not tiU then, intrude on their 
**• Lordihips, for the allowance and aid they 
** might find fitting to grant him." 

Mr. Sheridan's firft interrogatories went 
to this efFed— That Mr. Middleton had been 
at Drapers' Hall, and was examined two or 
three times — by the Agents and Counfel of 
Mr. Haftings. 

On crofs-examination from Mr. Law, it 
was alfo proved, " That Mr. Middleton had 
been alfo previoufly examined *' by the other 
^ Jidgy both at the India Houfe and in the 
** Committee 5 that he had been often tum- 
" ed out of the room, and once left in it 
*' with only Mr. Francis and a Clerk ; that 
*^ he had received language that had intimi- 
** dated him — but what, . he could not 
«< fpecify.*' • 

In regard to the printed Defence of Mr. 
naftings, Mr. Middleton faid, " he did not 
".write any particular, part — but merely. 
** S^PP^^^^ fi^^ ^'"'-^ t° Major Scott.** 

Mr. Law, in this (lage of the curious ex- 
amination, with much manlinefs and difcre- 
tien, briefly gave a Yindicatlon of Pro£er- 



fional Honour— proving by te(b*mony, that 
when it was thought proper for Mr. Mid- 
dleton's condud to be direded by Counfel* 
he (Mr. Law) and his colleagues in tfit 
caufe would no otherwife conununicate with 
Mr. Middleton, than to tell him to get ad^ 
vice eifinvhere, 

Thhi explanation was clofed with much 
(atisfaftion by a few words from Mr. She- 
ridan, " in full acknowledgement of the 
** learned Counfel's perfed honour." 

Mr* Middleton was aiked, if he hSid fignod 
any treaty, by which he had pledged himfislf 
to procure the elder B^uni certain fpecified 
terms from the Nabob ? He anfwered, that 
he had. — He was aiked, if he had any dire^ 
authority from the Governor-General, or 
Council, for figning fuch a treaty ? He re- 
plied in the n^ative ; but faid, at the fame 
time, that as he was fent into Oudetocom- 
pofe fome dififerences between the Nabob and 
his mother, he thought that in figning thq 
treaty above-mentioned he was a^ing offi- 
cially. — He vtras aiked, if he had figned the 
treaty a copy of which was produced, and 
purported to be under the feal of the Nabob,' 
and the feal and fignatureof Mr. Middleton ? 
[N. B. The Nabob never Jigns, he only/«fl/x. J 
He replied, that he did not ^efo//r^^.— Had 
the Nabob fet his feal to it ? He did not re^ 
eollea, — ^What had he done to difcharge the 
obligation he had taken upon himfelf to 
procure for the Begum the terms which ihc 
aiked? He did not recoiled, ^Were thefe 
terms ever granted and fecured by treaty ? 
He did not r«co//ft9.— Had any thing been 
done by him in conTequence of his obliga- 
tion ? He did not reeolIeff,—'Hzd the .treaty 
which he was bound to procure entirely 
failed ? He did not recoiled ; but he was 
i^ther inclined to think that it had, and that 
the inilrument which purported to be an 
engagement fealed by the Nabob, and figned 
and fealed by himfelf (Mr. Middleton), was 
a draft of a treaty prepared for figning, but 
not figned. — This paper, it feems, had no 
date ; upon which Mr. Law, the Counfd 
for the prifoner, aiked him if he had ever 
heard of a treaty without a date? He re- 
plied, that he had not. Upon this Mr. 
Sheridan aiked him, if the conditional treaty 
which he acknowledged he "had figned with 
the Begum borie any date ? He replied, that 
it did not. — Then, faid Mr. Sheridan, h<Jw 
can you fay you never heard' of a treaty 
without a date ? 

He was aiked, if he had fent to Calcutta 
the paper which he did not recoiled lie had 
figned ? He did not recoiled, but he be- 
lieved he had not j if he had figned it, he 
mu(k have fent it, becauib it would have been 
his duty fa to have done.'«-He was aiked, 

If 
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If he fent every paper to Calcutta which it 
was his duty to fend ? He begged, that as 
this queflion might have a tendency to cri- 
minate him, he might be excufed from an- 
fweringit. — The Court granted his requeit. 
Being aflced, what he thought of the paper 
which he was of opinion had been prepared 
for figning, but had not been executed ? he 
replied, that he thought it the fame in fub- 
ftance with that which he had figned with 
the Begum. 

JU>rd Loughborough aiked, if he was not 
now aware that there was an ejfential va- 
riance in the one from the other. He faid he 
Was. His Lordfliip then aiked, how he 
could flill think theiA the fame in fubflance ? 
Ht could not telU ' 

Lord Stormont obferved, that a man em- 
ployed in an important negociation might, 
after the iapfe of years, forget what parts had 
. been admitted, and what reje^^edj but he 
wifhed to know, whether the witnefsvtras of 
opinion, that any man fo employed could 
forget whether his negociation had ended in 
ttny treaty or notT Mr. Middleton replied, 
that he was of opinion he might; for he 
himfelf had forgot what had been the event 
of his n^ociation with the Nabob. — Many 
other queitions were aiked by the Managers 
and by noble Lords; but Mr. Middleton 
faid, his recoUedion, after a period of ten 
years, was^ very impcrfed, and be bad never 
Jxnce refrejhedbii memory on tbe fnbjeS, 

At a quarter paft fix the Court ad- 
journed. 



Nineteenth Day. 

Thuksday, Apkil 24. 
The Court having aflembled before twelve 
o*clock, a variety of papers extraftoc^ from 
the Secret Confultations vrere read for cbe 
purpofe of proving the fituation of the Na- 
bob of Oude in 1780 ; his diftrefles, even 
after the redudion of his ix>u(hold ; his pro- 
pofal to tax the incomes of the various Jag- 
hidars in his diflrid, and the reludance 
which he exprefled to the inchiiion of the 
Begums in this meafure. — Some of his ap- 
peals were Angularly pathetic : — ** I preftr 
*^ the interefts of my friends,** faid he, 
**" even to life itfelf ; but what can I do in 
** my prefcnt (ittiation ? I have houfes, ele- 
** phants, and cattle ; — if thefe will fuffice 
*' for the payment of my debt, take them ; 
*' — if there be found any uncolleded rcve- 
«* nue, you may receive it without oppoil- 
** tion. — I have difcharged my old fervants, 
** I have contrad^ my expences; but in a 
^ ruined country, and from the failure of the 
*t lafi harveily it is impol&bk for me to 



** comply, in the manner dated, with your 
*« demands." 
The Managers deiired that 
Mr. PURLING 
ihould be called in* 

This gentleman ftated, that he h^d oeen 
Refident at the Court at Lucki\ow, and had 
prefled the Nabob to tax the jaghires for the 
purpofe of finding means to liquidate his debt 
with the Company. The Nabob told him, that 
it was not in his power to tax the jaghires, at 
lead fuch of them as were poflefl*ed by his mo- 
ther and grand-mother, as he had entered in- 
to treaties with them both, by which he had 
bound himfelf to leave them the undiliurbed 
pofTeflion of all their real or perfonal pro- 
perty, renouncing, at the fame time, all 
daim upon either, and all right to make any 
claim i and that thofe treaties were guaran- 
teed by the EnglUh. That, as a proof of 
this, the Nalfob caufed copies of thefe twa 
treaties to be delivered to the witnefs one of 
which bore the (ignature of Mr. Briftow, the 
other of Mr. Middleton; the former was put 
to th& treaty with the younger Begum, the 
latter to that with the elder. This latter 
treaty was that which Mr. Middleton could 
not recoUeft yefierday that he had ever fign- 
ed. But fo fatisfied was Mr. Purling that 
jthey were authentic copies of fubfifting trea- 
ties under the guarantee of the Company, 
that he fent them to Calcutta, and ftated 
them to have induced him to ddSft from im-. 
portuning the Nabob to tax the jaghires ui-» 
eluded in the guarantee. Mr. Middleton ' 
wa$ at Calcutta when Mr. Purling fent thi' 
ther the copies of the treaties ; and though 
Mr. HafUngs had an opportunity of making 
enquiries from Mr. Middleton at that time, 
about the authenticity of this latter treaty, 
Mr. Purling never had any doubt exprefifed 
to him in his official difpatches from Calcutu 
on the fubjed. 

The next witnef9 called was, for the fe« 
Gond time, 

Mr. MIDDLETON. 
Examined by Mr. Sheridan* 
. He was again referred to the Treaty of 7S, 
which he jdid not ^rfe&fy recoHeS : That he 
was almofi certain that the Bow Begum was 
always confidered as being under the immev^ 
diate protection of the Eaft-lndia Company, 
which was the reafon, he tbougbt, for his 
undertaking her caufo. That he had refrejh* 
td hit mmory by looking over the Minutes 
for about a quarter of an hour that morn- 
ing ; but that 1^ vTas nearly certain he might 
have had accefs to them at any time : Thajt 
as to the Treaty, he confidered it as a r^u- 
lar engagement ; but could not exaSly fay 
bow^ and certainly did not remember pofi- 
G 2 t.^^V\ 
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^vely figning the Treaty at all 5— i/ he did 
iign it, it was merely as a witnefs, to make 
it an inflrument, but withont any authority 
from Government. 

Amongft other happy queiUons, was the 
following to Yufti : 

^ Did he recoiled any circamftances that 
^ wtadt bim forget one Treaty more than an* 
« other?" 

To which the following •racuUr anfwtf 
was given:— 

" Spoke from frobabWay —without the 
«* hajl recoUeaion /'* 

Mr. Middleton then proceeded in the fanie 
perfpicuous manner. He thought he had 
heard fomething of the intended impeach- 
ment of Mr. Haftings by the Houfc of Com- 
mons — but was not certain.— -Had furnifhed 
Mpjor Scott with the materials for the an- 
swer to one charge, and had read it^ but did 
fiot entu^ly recoiled the contfnts of it.— 
Went by accident to Drapers' Hall j but had 
received a note from Major Sc^t, defining 
Ijim to call there, in his way into the city, 
which he did — by accident. This was 
while Mr. Haftings was in Scotland, and hifi 
befence was preparing. Whetlier he went 
with M^or Scott tp Drapers* Hali-r-CouJd 
not recoiled. 

After Meir. Sheridan, Burke, and Adano, 
|ud fxffficiently wailed this evidence, and for 
which his extreme confufion and embarraiT- 
ment gave (ufficiept ppcafion, he was per- 
tniited to retire, 

To fey the truth, Mr, M^cldleton feeined 
10 have brought nothing to a certainty. " I 
inlt not be furf fbefe art my A««<^,** might 
ihave been his motto ; and this air of total 
uncertainty threw a ridicule over his manner 
and charader, which we hesu* froxi^all quarr 
fers he by no means merits. 

The Managers proeeeded next to give evi- 
djince In fppport of that part of the charge 
"which relate§ to the remova4 of Mr. Briftow, 
^he Refidenl ^pointed by the orders of the 
Court of Dircfi^ to the Vizier's Court ; 
his re-appointment by the fpecial qommand 
f)f the Diredprs 5 apd his fina) removal by 
Hf r. Haftings,' to m^ke way for a creature of 
his own, in whoxi^ he eould confide, and by 
. whoin his orders would he pundualiy pbcyr 
ed. — Mr, Sheridan obleryed to the Lords^ 
tl^at. they would ftnd that when Mr, HalHng^ 
thought Mr, Mlddletpn would (>e a Reddeut 
entirely tp his mind, he was not n^iflaken in 
his man. — Written evidence was given on 
this'fubjed, conJQfting pf letters of credence 
riven to Mr, Mjddletoin for the Nabpb, his 
jvother, Hyder Afy Khan, dec. From thefe 
Utters it was, that Mr, ^Iheridan (kid the 
Managers vrpajd prore,. that Mr, Haftin|8 



had fo compleatly taken upon himfelf all 
refponfibility for the goverument of Oude, 
that the ads of Mr. Middleton muft iy 
faimefs and necefTity be imputed to Mr. 
Haftings. 

£arly in the day, Mr. Burke informed the 
Court, that Mr. Goring- wiihed to corred a 
miftake in the evidence bs gave before their 
LordOiips on Tuefday. Mr. Gorir>g was 
called in, and (aid, that when he appeared 
lall before the Court, he had faid, that wheo 
he was at Muxadavad, the Court of the 
Nabob of Bengal, the widow of the Nabob 
Surajah Dowlah had not tai&fo any notice^ 
until he had his audience of leave, of the 
power with which be had informed her be 
was veiled, of removing her forcibly) if (he 
fliould endeavour to obdrud the negodation 
on which he was then employed* In fad^ 
(he did take notice of it at the time, and ex- 
prefled lier concern at it ; but he at the (amie 
time defired (he would not be alarmed, for 
he would not think of difturbing her, or 
making any u(e of his power, except in cafe 
of neceflity : it wa^ at his audience of leave 
that (be told him, (be would have put herdelf 
and all the ladies to death, if he had attempt- 
^ to remove them by force. 

He was a(ked, by the Cpuniel for Mr. 
Haftings, if he was fure that there was, at 
the time of which he was fpeaking, fuch a 
Uidy io exigence, as the widow pf Surajah 
Dowlah, Nabob of Bengal? He replied, 
that after he had paid his refpeds to moft of 
the people of ran^c in the capital, he received 
an invitation froip.^ eunuch, calling himfelf 
the fervant of ^he widow of Surajah Dow- 
lah ; that he accordingly waited uppn her, 
and found her living in grej^t fplendpur in a 
magnificent palace. He could not, of his 
pwn knowledge, (ky whofe widow (he was ; 
but (he lived like a Prinoefsy had a princely 
train pf fervants, and a very grand palace df 
great extent; gave him a rnoil magnificent 
entertainihent, and offered him great prefents, 
which he refufed, a^ well as all the other 
prefents that were offered to him during his 
(lay at Muxadavad. He re(ided in that city 
fBT upwards of three months after his intro- 
dudion to her, afid had never heard any one 
fo Qiuch a$ hint that (lie wasi not the widow 
of Surajah Dowlah.— 'Being examined re- 
Ipeding his power of removing the Begum, 
he faid it was full and explicit ; but as i( 
was difcretionary, he certainly would not 
have put it in force wrthout very (Irong rea^ 
(bns ) nay, he believed he would on no ao-. 
pQunt have exercKed it. 

The Court rofe at half paft five o'clpck, 
and adjowped tp the Tui^day following* 
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Twentieth Dav. 
Tuesday, April 29. 
Much torttten evidence was received by ' 
their Lordfhips, and Tome oral evidence v\^as 
^ven by Mr. Middleton, who underwent a 
very long examination. Many qtieftions 
were put to him about the efle£l of a Bri- 
tiih Refident's fignature to a treaty between 
two native Princes, or powers, in India. 
He faid, that if thje Refident figned a treaty, 
in confisquence of power given to him by the 
Supreme ^Council fo to do, his fignature 
would amount to a guarantee, and bind the 
Company ; but if he figned it merely in a 
private capacity, then his fignature would 
NOT bind the Company to guarantee the 
treaty. 

The Managers* reafon for examining the 
witnels upon this point was, that he had 
figned a treaty between the Nabob Vizier 
and the Begums, his mother and grandmo- 
ther $ and this figning was.conflrued by the 
Managers to be equivalent to a figning by 
the Governor-General and Council, wliofe 
agent Mr. Middleton was, when he was at 
the Court of the Vizier, in the chara^er of 
the Company's Refident.' 

He was afkcd, if it was ufual for him to 
. produce his powers, whenever he figned a 
' treaty, to that the parties who required his 
fignature might know whether he figned in 
his public or his private ^:apacity ? He re- 
plied, that it would be ufelefs for him to 
produce his powers, becaufe the natives could 
not underfland them ; but he prefumed that 
he generally ftatcd to the parties concerned 
what were his powers. He faid, that when 
he put his name to the treaty between the 
Nabob Visitr and his mother, he bound the 
Company, becaufe he had fufficient powers 
to treat with her and for her j but he did not 
think that when he figned the treaty relative 
to the ekler Bq;iun, he in any degree bound 
the Company, becaufe he did not conceive 
that he had any powers relative to the elder 
Begum fo to do. He was aficed, if the 
Princefies were aware of the diilindion be- 
tween his public and private capacity, at the 
time he put his name to their treaties ? He 
faid he could not tell. — He was afked, whe- 
ther, when they required his fignature, for 
the purpofc of binding the Company by it, 
they would have fought it at all, if they 
were told it would not, without a fpecihc 
power for that purpofe, a<^ally bind the 
Company ? He replied, he could not telL — 
He was alked, if he had ever told the elder 
Begum, that be had no power to pledge the 
Company, by his fignature, to guarantee the 
treaty to which he fet his name ? He re- 
jpiitAf thMt h^bcliev&d he had not. — He was 
iffitcd^ If h9 hkd wrote fo the Governor s|si4 



Council, that he would not proceed further 
in the treaty between the Nabob and the 
Begums, without having firil applied to the 
Board for advice ? He anfwered in the af- 
firmative. — He was alkcd, whether heJiad 
not figned that treaty without aOcing the 
advice of the Council, notwithilanduig his 
afiurances to the contrary ? This queftlon 
he anfwered alfo in the aflirmative. — The 
Managers then aiked, if he had been repri- 
manded by the Board for this breach of pro- 
mife ? He laid he had not. — He was alked, 
if he knew any inftance of a native Prince 
doubting that the Rcfident's fignature to a 
treaty was not equivalent to a guarantee on 
the part of the Company ? He faid he did j 
for the younger Begum had fent to Calcutta 
td have her treaty figned by Mr.Haftings, 
after it had been figned by the witnefs, then 
Refident at Lucknow. — He was aflced, if 
the elder Begum had ever taken fuch a ftep, 
or ever exprefied the lea A doubt of the Re- 
tidcnt's fignature being equal to a guarantee 
of the Company ? He replied, that cer- 
tamly flie had never taken any fuch ilep, or 
done any thing that indicated a doubt of the 
Company's being bound by the fignature of 
the Refident. — Mr. Sheridan alkcd, if he had 
always been of opinion, that a Refident's 
fignature amounted to a guarantee only when 
he had fpecific povvers given to him for that 
purpofe ? He faid, he believed he had. — 
Here Mr. Sheridan thought it neceflary to 
refrefh his memory, by aflting him, if he had 
ever declared any where, that the bare at- 
testation of Sir Robert Barker to 'a 
treaty between two native Princes, had been 
deemed and received as equivalent to the 
Company's guarantee ? He anfwered in 
the afiirmative. His reafon for entertaining 
the opinion contained in that declaration 
was, that Sir Robert Barker was in a very 
high ftation, being Commander in Chief.— 
Mr. Sheridan aficed him, if he had always 
been of opinion, that Princes requiring the 
fignature of a Britilh Refident to a treaty to 
which the Englifii could not be parties, un- 
lefs they were to be confidered as guarantees^ 
might call upon fuch Refident to produce the 
powers under which he afted, that it might 
be known whether he figned with or without 
authority, and, confequently, whether the 
Company were or were not to be made gua- 
rantees by his figning ? He replied, that he 
ufually mentioned that he had powers (when 
it happened to be the cafe) to bind his prin- 
cipalsby his fignature. — A letter was then 
produced, written by himfelf, which flrongly 
expr^ed his refentment that Fyzoola Khan* 
the Rohilla Chief, (hould i\»it, <\M^V\.\&)Ci^V^x 
power vo bVftd xJcva Coiw^mv^ V>^ \va ^^gpasoj^ 
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Khan.— He acknowledged that tlic letter had 
been written by him. 

Mr. Sheridan CeverA times commented 
upon the anfwcrs given by the witncfs. 
This nuKle Mr. Law, one of the Counfel for 
Mr, HaAings, requefl, that the Honourable 
Manager would not make his commuits 
whilft the witnefs was prefent — for they 
woaJd make a confufed perfon fliU more 
Gonfiifedf and (hake the confidence of the 
moft confident : and therefore he begged 
that) even for the fake of humanity, he 
would wait till the witnefs fhould have 
withdrawn, before he would make any more 
comments. 

Mr. Sheridan laid, the Managers were 
Tery far from being deficient in humanity ; 
if khey had, the manner in which the wit- 
nefs gave his evidence,, woiild have made 
them complain of it to the Houfe, and he 
made no doubt, but, if they had fo com- 
plained, their LordAiips would readily have 
taken the conduct of the witnefs into confi- 
deration. 

Mr. 3heridan then examined Mr. Middle- 
ton relative to the condition of the Nabob's 
finances, and the prefent of ten hcks, or 
ioo,ocoL made by that Prince to Mr. Haft- 
ings. The witnefs fald, that previous to the 
interview between the Nabob and Mr. Hafl- 
ings, at Chunar, the former was fo low In 
point of finances, that he had never known 
him poorer : the witnefs negoclated a loan 
of ten lacks for him, on his own (Mr. Mid- 
dleton*s) credit, when the Nabob's credit 
was not fufficient to raife fuch a fum among 
the bankers. The alignments which the 
Refident had upon the revenue of Oude, 
and the claims which he was urging in behalf 
of the Company, and for which he was 
preffing the Nabob to grant him more affign- 
mencs, would cover the whole rc\'enue of 
the country, and would not leave free even 
the annual allowance for tlie fupport of the 
Nabob's Houfehold.— The Prince wanted 
to get rid of many expenfive eftablifliments, 
that lay very heavy upon his treafury. '1 IkFc 
eilabliflmients were formed chicfty of En- 
g;liih, and Mr. Haftings had conff ;"»i€d to the 
fuppreffion of theeftabliflimtnts, and to the 
difioiflion of the English gentlemen j but 
the Nabob had not motiey to pay them what 
was due to tliem, or credit to raifc it. This 
was the time when Mr. Middleton borro\\'$d 
the ten lacks upon his own credit, and the 
money fo borrowed was for the piirpore of 
payin^i; the Fnglifh gentlemen, and fo eafrng 
the Nabob's revenue of uiany lieavy efiH- 
bliihmcAts. It was abi. lit tlilii time that the 
Nabob and Mr. Haflings met at Chunar : 
Mr. Midoleton was there alto, and cripicyrtl 
©ccafjonidly by Mr. Haflir)fi? In 4rcating v ith 



the Nabob. It was at this period, when the 
Prince was fo very dlflrcfTed, that he made 
Mr. Haflings a prefent of ten lacks, or 
ioc,oool. fterling. The witnefs did not liear 
Of that prefent at Chunar, where it was 
made, or even in India, nor until he arrived 
in England. — He was aflced by Mr. Sheridani 
whether it would have been poffible that the 
receipt of fuch a prefent could have been con- 
cealed from him, who was negociating be- 
tween the two parties, if much management 
had not bccm ufed for the purpofe of ke^in|^ 
ir from his knowledge ? He replied, that cer- 
tainly it mufl have reached liis ears, if great 
care had not been taken to prevent it. The 
prefent, he was fure, was not made in mok c y, 
becaufe fuch a fum could not be conveyed to 
Chunar without his knowledge. It appeared 
from Mr. Haftings 's own account of the 
prefent, that It was made in bills upon 
bankers; fo that, the Nabob, who had not 
credit enough to raife ico,oocl. in the capital 
of his dominions, for the purpofe of relieving 
his revenue from burdenfome eftabli/hments 
that impoveriflied him, was able, his dif- 
trefles apparently continuing the fanje, to 
raife that fum at Chunar for the purpofe of 
p.eieiuing it to Mr. Haftings for his own 
private ufc. The Counfel for Mr. Haftings ^ 
not denying the receipt of the prefent, wlftied 
to fhew that Mr. Haftings wjs fo preffed for 
mon?y for the public fervice, the Company's 
troops mutinying for want of pay, that he 
was warranted by the moftpreflTmg recefFity 
to receive a fum of money which might be 
the abfoliite folvation of the Company, to 
whofe ufe he applied the prefent that was 
given.— The witnefs faid, he had heard of 
mutinies among the troops, ai^ their defert- 
ing their officers, becaufe they were not paid j 
and he inftanced particularly Capt. Will ams, 
who had been fo dcferted : but he could not 
tell whether many month^hrrears were due 
to the troops at that time, at Chunar, with 
Mr. Haftings : it was ufual to keep all the. 
fcpoys fomc time in arrear. 

On the other ^hand, it was proved by am 
official letter, that if the Nabob could raife 
money to pay the arrears of troops, ard pre- 
vent mutiny, he could employ it at home, 
without making j^refcnts ; for It appeared, 
that the Prince's &^'n cavr.lry rofe upon him, 
and attempted to ftorm his palace, hecaufe 
their pay was eighteen months In arrears. 

Mr, Sheridan aflced the v/itnefs, if he had 
never ht9rd of an offer mndc to Mr. Haftings 
of a fecond prefent, of the fame amount as 
the former ? He begged he might be permit- 
ted to decline anfvirering that queftlon ; for 
he faidj that as he had been accufed of hav- 
ir.g ofrl-rcd Mr. Ha^lings abribeof ioo,rHX>I. 
In the name of the Nabob, he wouid not 

wlih 
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wUh tonfiqf any thing that might criminate 
himfelf. Mr. Sheridan ohferved, that as he 
was not charged with having adluaily given, 
b\]t with having opfsred a prefent\ he 
would not criminate himfelf by his anfwer 
to the queilion. The witnefs ftill declined 
giving an anfwer ; and the Managers ceafcd 
to prefs him, particularly as the Lord Chan- 
celior ohferved, that if it was criminal in Mr. 
Mailings to receive the prefent, it would be 
criminal in the wimefs to offer it. 

Mr. Middletcn was alfo examined with 
refped to a private letter from him to the 
Oovemor-General, in which he offered to 
write another letter, witli different accounts 
of tranfa6lions, if the public letter which 
accompanied the private one fhould happen 
not to meet the Governor's approbation. 
The witnefs admitted that the letter had been 
written by him. 

The Court adjourned a quarter before fix 
•'clock. 



TwENTY-nasT Day. 
Wednesday, April 30. 
The bufinefs of this day was refumed by 
Mr. Sheridan. Several documents were read, 
relating chiefly to the prefent of ioo,oool. 
made by the Vizier to Mr. Haflings, in the 
year 1781. 
A Major Scott underwent a long examina- 

" tion. This witnefs was a complete contraft 
to another who has been repeatedly examin- 
ed : the latter recoUefted few things ; the 
former remembered every tranfadion, how- 
ever minute, m which Mr. Haflings was any 
way concerned fince the time the witnefs 
was appointed his Agent.^ The exj^mination 
this day turned chiefly upon tj^re prefenrs 
which Mr. Haflings had received tVom the 
Nabob Vizier, Cheyt Sing, &c. The Major 
in his evidence flated, that Mr. Haflings had 
tranfmitted to him a sealed letter, diredled 
to the Secret Committee of the Eafl-India 
Company, which he immediately delivered to 
Sir Henry Fletcher, at that time the Cliair- 
man of the Company. This letter, of which 
a copy was fent either at that time or foon 
after, contained an account of the prefent 
from the Nabob. He was afked, if he had 
not received a general difcrctionary power 
from Mr. Haflings, to deliver, or to Aipprefb, 
the letters committed to his care, according 
as he fhould find the flate of parties in En- 
gland ? The tendency of this queilion was 
to fhew, that, according to that difcretionary 
power. Major Scott might have fupprcffed 
the letter to the Secret Committee, if from 
tHe compledlion of affairs he had judged it 
convenient fo to do, and with it, of courfe, 
^tho information that Mr. Haflings had re- 
vived this prefent. But ttie Major fivd, that 



though his power was genemily difcretiQfi« 
ary, he did not concdve it to extend to the 
letter which was dirededto the Secret Com- 
mittee, for he believed himfelf to be peremp* 
torily BOUND to deliver that letter. 

He was afked, if he did not learn fin^mi a 
letter direded to himfelf from Mr. Haflings, 
that a prefent of two lacks, mentioned by 
the Governor-General to have been received 
by him, was made by Cheyt Sing, though 
Mr. Haflings had not, in any of his dlfpatches 
to the Court of DIre£lor^ told the name of 
tKb perfon from whom he had leceived that 
prefent ? The witnefs anfwered the quefHon 
in the affirmative-— He was afked, if Mr. 
Haflings did not intend at firfl to keep the 
receipt of tlie ioc,oool. from the Nabob a 
fecrct from the Company ? He replied, that, 
in his opinion, he did hot ; for the expendi- 
ture of the fum, applied as it had been to 
the public ufe, muft have appeared to the 
Company as exceeding by fo much the Com- 
pany's revenue. 

Here a paffage from Mr. Hafllngs's letter 
from Cheltenliam was read, which flated, 
that he intended to have kept the receipt of 
the money a fecret, and that if he liad been 
inclined to convert it to his own ufe, he 
might eafily have done fo, without any danger 
of detedlion. This Major Scott explained, 
by faying, that Mr. Haflings meant, that he 
intended to keep a fecret from vjthom the 
prefent had been received, contenting himfelf 
with carrying the amount of it to the Com- 
pany's account. 

He was afked, what v^ras Mr. Haflings*s 
reafon for having f\iffered many months to 
elapfe before hemadeany.communication on 
the fubjcd of thofe prefents to the Court of 
Dirc(5lors ? The witnefs anfwered, that the 
Governor-General took the earliefl opportu- 
nity to make tliat . communication. ITpon 
this Mr. Sheridan, who examined Major 
Scott, produced the India-Houfe accounts of 
the arrival of the Nymph floop of war and 
the Swallow packet, both from Bengal, by 
neither of which Mr. Haflings hail ffent any 
advice of the receipt of the pfefent from the 
Nabob, though he had received it before the 
failing of either. Major Scott ohferved upon 
this, that the Nymph had been fent from 
Madras to Bengal for a fupply of money 5 
that when fhe was ordered back to Madras, 
fome difpatches for Europe were fent in her, 
and direifled to Sir Edward Hughes, with a 
requefl that he would tranfmit them to En- 
gland by the firfl veffel he fhould fend home. 
The Admiral actually difpatched the Nymph 
to England j but when fh^ left Bengal, c|^ 
her return to Madras, it was very uncertain 
when the dlfpatches which fhe carried would 
be fent to Europe. The reafon why qo ad- 
vice 
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▼5c© refpe^^ing thfc preftnts wasfent by the 
Swallow was, that the Governor- General 
and Council were preparing difpatches, 
which they faid they would fend by the next 
(hip that would foil after tjie departure of the 
Swallow *. 

Major Scott was examined very minutely 
with refpc6l to the contents of the letter to 
himfelf fiom Mr. Hafllngs, accompanying 
the SEALED letter already mentioned, di- 
rpfted to the Secret Cornmittee. His anfwers 
ibruck Mr. Sheridan, as differing from thofe 
gfvcn by the witnefs to the fame quedions, 
when he was examined before the Select 
Committee of the Houfe of Commons ; and 
he obierved, that If he was to believe the 
former, he could not believe a word of what 
the witnefs had faid this day on the fame 
fubj^dl^ Major Scott, upon this, wifhed that 
hh evidence before the Commons might be 
read, when it would appear, he faid, that he 
had been uniform and confident in all the 
evidence he had given on both occafions. 
tie had nothing to conceal at either time ; 
he meant to fpeak out ; he did not want to 
fflelter himfelf under the pretence of a Ihort 
memory, or the diilance of periods in which 
this tranfa6lions in queftion took place : if 
he had faid any thing that was not fairly 
ibited, he would be very glad of an opportu- 
nity of correfting it. 

The Earl of Fauconberg made fomc re- 
mkrks upon the har(hnefs of Mr. Sherldan*s 



expreflibns to the witnefs. The Lord Chan- 
cellor faid, that the Hon. Manager did not 
caft any reflexion upon the perfonal honour 
of the witnefs 5 he only remarked fome con- 
tradidion in the evidence given by' him on 
this and on another occafioil, which, in the 
Hon. Manager^s mind, AiewQd that botti 
accounts could not be true ; fo that if he be- 
lieved the one, he could not believe the other* 
The evidence given by the Major before the 
Sele^ Conmitttee was then read, and what- 
ever apparent contradidion was found be- 
tween it and his evidence of this day, the 
witnefs endeavoured to explain away, and 
feemingly not without fuccefo. 

The clofefl part of the examination was 
reladve to the contents of the letter accom* 
panying the sealed one ; but Major Scott 
faid, he had the letter by him. Mr. Sheridan 
thought the beft and moft legal way would 
be to call for the letter itfelf. The witnefs, 
faid, he had but one obje^ion to the produc-' 
tion of it, and that was, that there were 
other matters in it which did not relate to the 
prefents. In his correfpondence with Mr. 
Haflings, he had given his opinions on men , 
and meafures pretty freely, and Mr. Had- 
ings, in his replies, had been as free In hU 
remarks : he left it, therefore, with their 
LordAiips to determine whether private cor- 
refpondence, carried on in any fuch way, 
ought to be produced. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, he would be as delicate 



♦ The whole amount of thefe prefents, fo charged, was fUted by Major Scott to have 
been managed with perfef^ re^itude throughout : From the original receipt of the money,^ 
to its final appropriation, Mr. Haftings feemed to have no other purpofe than crbditino 
THE Company. 

The amount of the whole was T9 lacks and 60,000 rupees. Of thefe, 2o,ocoI. ilerling, . 
being particularly circumftanced, had been particularly charged — and in aquESTioKABLx 
SHAPE, fairly put before the Directors — they to determine, whether the money (hould ga 
to the Company^s Treafury, or be confidered as his own. . 

The determination of the Dire^ors was againft Mr. Haftings having the money ; and 
fO) the whole was carried to the Public Account. 

In the oeconomy and remittance of this money, there were fome intricacies, which Major 
Scott explained : — In a circuitous ufe of fome of the money, when expedient, as in the 
expedition of General Camac : — In the delayed communication of another part, from the 
iinexpe£bcd failing of the Swallow, on the orders of Mr. Wheeler and Sir J. Macpherfon^ , 
when Mr. Haftings was at Lucknow: — In the impofiibility, at leafl in the ihexpedience* 
of venturing any thing over- land to Madras, the intermediate country being then harrafl*ed 
by the enemy : — And, finally, on one portion of the money having been rmitteJf witl% 
fome /mail inf$rmmlity, through Major Scott. 

This INFORMALITY bciiig treated more gravely on one fide than on the other-*— Major 
$cbtt was afked. If his praife of Mr. Haftings could pretend to be fyftematic f If Mr*. 
Haftings had not a£led, now and then, in contradl^on of thofe orders it was his bounden 
duty to obey ? 
* To this, the anfwer of Major Scott was as follows :— 

*' He thought, the primary duty of the Governor-General was the Prefervatlon oC 
** the Empire entrufted to his care.— That he thought, fuch duty, at once judicial as wcU - 
^ as rninifterial, might lead to a Difobedience of any Orders given in f»j/i«.— And tlm he > 
^ 93fy thought, for fuck difobidigH^t ^ Goveiinor«C0i[^Qra^,was s,f sponsible.*' 
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)is any ifian on Arch a Aibjed ; and therefore 
he would not defire that any parts of fuch a 
correfpondence /hould be read, that really 
were of a private nature, and did not in any 
degree relate to the fubjed of the charge : 
but th^ he thought it would be proper that 
fome perfon Should be appointed by their 
Ldrdfhips to perufe the Iptter, and fee that 
nothing in it, which really related to public 
bufinefs, was kept back under the pretence 
of its being of a private nature. 

It feemed to be allowed on all hands, that 
the delicacy of withholding what was really 
of a private nature in the letter was well 
founded. 

Mr.' Adam was willing to adopt this idea 
of delicacy, but the prifoner might coniider 
the adoption of it ratiier as an indulgence 
tlian a RIG H T ; for it appeared from the pri- 
foner's covenants with the Company (which 
Mr. Adam read), that he was bound to de- 
liver up to the Company all diaries, memo- . 
randums, minutes, &c. relating to the Com- 
pany's affairs, though they fhould be mixed 
v/ith his own mofl private concerns, or thofe 
of others. And when heconfidered the nature 
of other prefents, upon which the witnefs 
had not yet been examined, he did not think 
that the fame delicacy ought to be obferved 
with refpe£l to them, which the Managers 
were willing to obferve this day with rcfpeA 
to the letter in queflion. 

The letter was not called for. 

Mr. Law obferved to the Court, that one 
of his client's witnefTes, Mr. Graliam, was 
in fo bad a (late of health, that it was feared 
he could not live many days ; certainly he 
could not live to the time when his client 
would wifh to produce him : he therefore 
wifhcd their Lordfhips would fufFer him to 
be examined at home. Kc had fubmltted 
the circumflance to the confideration of the 
Managers, and they had given their confent 
to the meafure. If, therefore, their Lordfhips 
fhould agree to this meafure, interrogatories 
fhould be drawn up, and fent to the Mana- 
gers, that they might make out crofs-interro- 
gatories upon them. The Counfcl for Mr. 
HafHngs would readily confent to a fimilar 
meafure, if the Managers fhould have occa- 
fion to 'propofe it. — Mr. Sheridan faid, the 
Managers had no objedHon to the propofal of 
the learned gentleman ; but it was not on 
the ground of reciprocity that they 
aiTented to it« It was certainly a new mode 
of proceeding in a criminal caufe, to which 
nothing analogous could be found in the 
Courts belqw: that, however, was for the 
confideration of their Lordfhips -, the Mana- 
gers, for their part, did not objcft to it. 

The Lord Chancellor faid, it certainly was 
a flew proceeding, and he did not yet know 



what to fay to it. He would confider of it, 
however 5 and their Lordfhips would, in 
deliberating upon It, hot forget that the con- 
fent of both parties was the bafls of the 
application. 

When the bufinefs had got thus far, their 
Lordfhips adjourned. 



Twenty-second Day. 
ThursdaIt, May i. 

The Lord Chancellor informed the Coun- 
fel for Mr. Haftings, that it would require 
fome time for their Lordfhips to confider of 
the requefl made yefterday, *' That leave 
might he given to the defendant, t6 take the 
evidence of Mr. Graham at his own houfe ;** 
for it did not as yet appear clear to their 
Lordfhips, that the Court had power to^rant 
fuch a requefl. When they fhould have fur- 
ther confidered the fubjed, they would diredl 
him, he faid, to Communicate their determi- 
nation to the Counfel and to the Managers." 

After this. Major Scott was called in and 
examined relative to the difpatches fent by 
him over-land to Mr. Haftings, and the ex- 
pence attending them. He faid, that from 
the year 1782 to 1785, he had fent feveral 
difpatches over-land to the then Governor- 
General (Mr. Haftings) j that the expences 
attending the tranfmifTion of them amounted 
to about 6000L fterling j and that they 
were defrayed by Mr. Haftings. 

This circumfiance, the only material one, 
being afcertained, Mr. Sheridan tods to fay, 
'* That having various public' letters from 
Mr. Haftings to adduce in evidence, he would 
not, if their Lordfhips approved of it, keep 
them longer, than by barely reading the heads 
of them.'* 

To this it was replied by the Chancellor, 
** That if they were to be brought as evi- 
dence, the WHOLE muft be read." 

The Clerk, therefore, again mounted jhe 
roftrum, and a courfe of *' Indian Read- 
ings" commenced, for the fpace of two 
hours, to prove that Mr. Haftings had kept 
back from the Council at Calcutta the clr- 
cumftances that had come to his knowledge 
of the difafFe£lIon and trcafonable proceed- 
ings of the Begums ; that,' from the 19th of 
November, when he concluded the treaty of 
Chunar, by which thefe Princeflfes were to 
be difpofifefTed of their landed eftates, and 
for which meafure their difhfib^on was 
ftated as the ground, down to the 26th of 
January following, he nevtr made the Coun- 
cil at Calcutta acquainted with tbe Ueatyy 
or ^e grounds on which It had been con- 
cluded. 

Mr. Middleton was afterwards' called in 
and examined. He faid, that he was at 
Chunar when Mr. Haftings aijd the Nab« 
H -. - ■ 
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!n perfon concluded the treaty, which takes 
its name from that place *. that, on the 
day on which it was executed, he was in the 
apartment of Mr. Haftings, together with 
the Nabob and his two Minifter^, and fome 
other natives : that whilft Mr. Haftings was 
at one end of the room, with thofe natives, 
he (the witnefs) was converfing with the 
Nabob and his Minifters at the other end : 
that hi» Highnefs was very unwilling to fct 
his feal to the treaty, and thereby execute it : 
that he feemed to think he had made too great 
conceilioos in it to Mr. Haftings, and given 
him too great an authority in his country : 
that Ills unwlUingnefs to execute it was at 
laft removed by the witnefs, who faid he 
thought the treaty would be very advantage- 
ous to both parties, without being attended 
■with the leaft inconvenience to dther : that 
the great obje^ of it being to fccure to 
thu Company the payment of the debt due 
by his Hfghnefs to the Company, he affured 
the Nabob that the Governor-General would 
not infift rigidly upon the performance of 
any part of the treaty that was not eflen- 
tlally nece/Tary to that purpofe ; and that as 
Mr. Haftings had made very great concef- 
lions to the Nabob, in agreeing that the 
Briiifli and native troops of the Company, 
then in the pay of his Highnefs, (hould be 
withdrawn, and many eftabliftiments made 
for the provifion of Englifti gentlemen, at 
the €xpcnce of the Nabob, fliould be fup- 
preffed, it would be abfolutely neceflary that 
Mr. Haftings fhould have fomethirtg to (hew 
in return for the facrifices made by him in 
the treaty : that under the aflurances of the 
vrltnefs, that the whole of the treaty was not 
to be enforced, and in confequence of the 
other arguments ufed by him, the Nabob at 
laft confented to execute the treaty. 

Mr. Middleton was aflced, if it was not at 
that time that the prefent of ioo,oool. was 
given k> Mr. Haftings ? He faid, he did not 
know, as he had learnt ru>thing of it till 
after his anival in England. He was next 
aflced, yrhethcr, if he had known that the 
prefisnt of ioo,oool. was made at that time, 
he could not readily have accounted for the 
eonceflions made by Mr. Haftings to the 
Nabob ? He obferved, that tills was a mere 
matter of opinion, and therefore he hoped. 
their Lordftiip« would not infift upon his 
giving an anfwer to this queftion. ,The 
Court did not difeppoint tlic hope of the 
witnefs en the occafton. 

He was afked, if all Mr. Kaftings*s pri- 
vate letters to him after the treaty of Chu^ 
aar were recorded by him ? He anfwered, 
that all the private letters written by Mr. 
Haftings to hun were upon record. He was 
4efired to point out M9, He faid| he had 



read fome this morning in prUi ; bttt iecten • 
in print were not admitted to be of rtcorsL 
He was aflced, if the private letters of 
Mr. Haftings to him after the treaty of Chu- 
nar did not relate to public bufmefs ? ' He 
faid, thar many private letters to him from 
Mr. Haftings were intermixed with public 
and private afTairs j but that he bdievcd all 
thofc that were written after the treaty of 
Chunar related to public aftalrs. He was 
aflced, if it was not,ufual with the Refidents 
at Lucknow and dfewhereto copy ail letters 
into their official books that related to pub/ie 
affairs, together with their anfwtrs to them ?* 
He admitted, that fuch was the pra^ice of 
office. He then was aflced, if he had pre- 
ferved in his office recorded official copies of 
thefc letters and anfwers ? He anfwered, 
that he had net. He obferved, that after 
Mr. Haftings had brought a charge agalnft 
him at Calcutta, he (Mr. Haftings) pub- 
lifhed tjiofe letters, and that was what he 
meant by faying they were recorded ; but in 
point of fad, they did not appear in the 
Company's records. He was next aflced, 
if he had not correfponded with Sir 
Elijah Impey on the fubje^ of the trea- 
ty of Chunar ? He anfwered in the af- 
firmative. He was aflced, if the corref- 
pondence was not of a public nature, and ( 
wrhich concerned the Company ? He faid, 
yts. He was then aflced, if he had copied . 
the letters of that corrcfpondoice into his 
official book, and fo recorded them, as was 
the praftice and duty oC Refidents ? He 
replied, that he had mrt. He faid, that Sir 
Elijah Impey had fince delivered them to the 
Houfe of Commons. The Managers aflced, 
if the witnefs had not heard, before the con- 
clufion of the treaty of Chunar, ail the cir- 
cumftances relative to the difaffis^ion of the 
Begums, and the affiftance faid to have been 
given by them to the Rajah Clieyt Sing, He 
faid, he had heard, from common report, 
that the Begums were difaffei£led, and had 
aftnally raifcd 1000 men to fupport Cheyt 
Siogj and that the adopted fon of Bahar 
Ally Khan (one of the Begums Minifters) 
who was Govemcrof the principal town in 
the diftrid of the Begums jaghires, had be- 
haved in a hoftile manner to the £ngliih» 
which, in the opinion of tlie witnefs, he 
would not have" prcfumcd to have done^ if 
he had not been fure of countenance and 
fupport from the Minifters of the Begums, 
and from the Begums tbemielves. Whatever 
the witnefs had heard from common report, 
he had ftated to Mr. Haftings. He was 
aflced, whether common report did not 
charge 0ie Nabob himfelf with afling in 
concert with the Begums, in their hoftile 
difpofitions againft the SngUih ? He an- 
fwered 
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f¥^eftd, that common report did not go that 
length i but Col. Hannay, in a letter to the 
witnefs, did not hefitate to fay it was fo un- 
dcrftood at Fyzabad (the refidence of the 
Begums). He was aflced, if he had not 
made an affidavit before Sir Elijah Impey of 
•// he knew relative to the Begums ? He 
faid he had. He was alked, if he did not 
know, at the time, that Capt. Gordon had 
been releafed by the Begum, and fent under 
a prgteSsHg guard to Col. Hannay, and that 
both Col. Hannay and Capt. Gordon had 
written letters of thanks to her for her kind 
treatment of the latter? He anfwcrcd in 
the affirmative. The Managers then afked, 
what was thereafon that, when he made the- 
affidavit before Sir Elijah Impey, his memory 
enabled him to ftate every thing he had heard 
againft the Begums, but did not fuggefl to 
him this fad in favour of them, and which 
he had from better authority than common re- 
port, namely^ the letters cf Col. Hannay and 
Capt. Gordon ? His reply was, that he did 
not think the Begums deleaved any thanks 
for the releafe of the latter gentleman, as 
CoK Hannay had informed him that he was 
obliged fo temporize with them, on account 
of the fituation of Capt. Gordon, whofe 
life he thought in danger at the time : that 
this was the reafon for writing in the manner 
he bad done to one of the Begums ; and 
that, after the releafe of that gentlemai^ it 
was thought expedient to keep up the fame 
appearance of confidence in her, and there- 
fore it was that the letters of thanks had been 
lent to her. He was aiked, if a Mr. Scott 
had not a j-r^af manufacture at that time in 
the very town of which the adopted fon of 
Bahar Ally Khan was Governor ? whether 
that gentleman had ever been in any danger 
of his life from the difaffedion of the Go- 
vernor, or ever experienced a vvant of refpedl 
from him, or of prote^on to his manufac- 
ture ? and whether it was not at the houfe 
of tliit Mr. 'Scott tliat Capt. Gordon was 
lodged, while he was in that town of which 
the GovenK>r was reprefented as ading 
hoflilely againft the Engliffi, with the en- 
couragement or connivance of his mifhefles 
the Begums? He replied, that Mr. Scott 
pertainly had a very great manufacture in 
that town ; that he was never ir.plefled by 
the Governor, or in danger of lofmg either 
his life or property ; and that his houfe af- 
forded an afylum to Capt. Gordon. He was . 
afterwards aiked, if this fame difafifeCted 
Governor, ading, as it was faid. under the 
influence of his m4ilrefl*es the Begums, had 
not been adually delivered up by thofc Prin- 
^efles to Mr. Middleton ? His anfwer was, 
that this Governor had been delivered to the 
Nabpbi ygfpohsvA put him into the hands of 



the witnefs. He was aflced, if this man had 
not been difchargcd from cuftody without 
having received any punifliment, though he 
was charged with treafcn againfl the itate ? 
Mr. Middleton replied, that he himfelf had 
had leave of abfence from Lucknow for a 
month ; and Mr. Johnfon, his principal 
afliflant, was left to do the duties of Refi- 
dent in his abfence : he underilood that, in 
the mean time, the prifoner had been dif- 
charged from his confinement, and he had 
not heard of any enquiry into his conduC^, 
He was aflced, finally, whether Capt. Gor- 
don hdj not claimed reparation for lofles fuf- 
tained by him in the Begums' country to the 
amount of 3000I. and whether his claim had 
not been allowed ? The witnefs anfwered 
in the affirmative, and was then directed to 
withdraw. 

It was then fix o'clock, and their Lord- 
fhips thought proper to rife arid adjourn thf 
Court to the Tuefday following. 



Twenty-Third Day. 
Tuesday, May 6. 

This day a great d^ of written evidence 
was given in, and read, relative to the B&p 
gums ', after this. 

Sir ELIJAH IMPEY 
was called to the bar, and underwent a lonj 
examination relative to the affidavits fwom 
before him, on the fubje^ of the difaffe^on 
of the Begums, and the rebellion in Be« 
narcs. 

His anfwers in fubflance were, that his 
leaving Calcutta had not for its obje6; th^ 
taldng of thofe affidavits ; on the contrary, 
when he fet out on his journey, bis fole in- 
tention was to vifit the country Courts of 
Juflice. Whilfl he viras on his way, he re- 
ceived a fliort note from Mr. Hdflings, in 
which he informed him, that an unexpeded 
revolution had happened at Benares; but 
that he was in fuch confufion about it, thac 
he could not himfelf write him any of the 
particulars of the revolution^ for which he 
referred him to a long letter from Mr. Sulli- 
van (the private Secretary to Mr. HafUngs). 
This long letter was delivered to the witnefs 
at the fame time with Mr, Haflings's note 1 
the Governor- General, in his note, prefled 
him much to join h;m at Benares, Th^ 
wimefs haftcned to Patna, where the Eng* 
lifh were in the grcateft conflernation at tho 
news of the rebellion, and were ready to 
quit the town. The witnefs thought it h\g 
duty to put on a good countenance ; and for 
the purpbfe of preventing the alarm from 
fprcading, to flay longer at Patna than wa% 
perhaps confiftcnt with his perfonal fafety : 
whtn he at laft left Patna, he repaired to Mr. 
Hailings at Ben^uTf^ 
H ^ 
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He was a(ked if, when he took the affida- 
Vits refpeding the Begums, he conceived 
himfclf to be legally empowered to adminifter 
an oath ? H.e anfwered, that he certainly was 
teyond the bounds of his jurifdi^ion, when 
he adminiftered the oaths in queftion, and 
was not of courfe, fpeaWng ftriaiy, legally 
empowered to adminifter them ; but he was 
of opinion, that the high office he held in 
India impofed on him as a duty that he 
Should be ready at all times to ferve his coun- 
try ; and he believed, that a more favourable 
opportunity of fo doing had not occurred 
than that in which he had been ...vited by 
Mr. Haftings to po-operate with him in any 
meafure that might tend to fecure the ihen 
tottering intereft of the Britifh Govcfnmcnt 
of Iiidia. In taking the affidavits which 
were made to eftablifh the guilt of the par- 
ties at that time in rebellion, he admitted 
that he had afted without judicial powers ; 
but he could, if the Houfe prefled him fo to 
do, quote ths higheft authority in this king- 
dom to prove, that he (the great and noble 
magiftrate alluded to, who was fuppofed to 
^ Lord Mansfidd) had adminiftercd oaths 
on fome great occafions, where he had no 
local jurifdiftion. The witnefs faid, that 
the only oh}e€t he had in view at the time, 
was to attcft that the affidavits had been 
aftually fworn j that the fleponents had been 
aflced at the time, whether the cpntertts of 
thcfe affidavits were true, and that they had 
anfwered in the affirmative ; but as to the 
truth or falfehood of them, the witnefs ntyer 
was able to affert any thing of his ov/n know- 
ledge. 

In this part of the bufinefs, it was con- 
•eived by Sir felijah, that fomewhat had 
gone, iy injimatlon^ againft his teftimony. 
His obfervation on it was in the following 
fpirited and man|y form : 

**' My Lords, 1 truft it is underftopd, that 
*' I ftand hcfe a voluntary ivitrrcfi. In my 
** teftiinony, I am upon oath 5 I fpcak to 
^* the fceft of my recollection ; and J have 
** a charafter to'Aipport.— That charadler, 
*' the Honourable Managers (hall not take 
*' away, evep by injinuatica ; and I truft, 
** when I ufe this language, ycur Lprdfhips 
*' will fupport me. — I might hefitate to an- 
*' fwer'; — but fuch hefitaticn I difdain : I 
^* will t^dk freely and fnirly\ but I will not 
*' have Words put into my mouthy which I 
** hays not u(tered,-~-^o man ftiall infmuate 
♦' that I am ' guilty of fpeaking falfely, till 
«* he can prove that I do fo !** 

The Lord§, as by one a&lon, univerfally 
nodded apj)robation. The enquiry went 
on. ' 

Sir Elijah then dfpofed, that the rebellion 
of the Begums, though then quieted, wa« as 



notorious in that country, as the one of 1745 
in this — a doubt of it did not exift :— • 
That the part of the country which he went 
over, was as peaceable as the road to Brent- 
ford :— -That the common polt road >Rent 
through Fyzabad ; but the route he took 
was round-about — but which he chofe, for 
the purpofe of feeing a part of tiie country, 
he ftiould never again have an opportunity 
of viewing :— That h\i retinue was but 
fmall — a furgeon, and three or four fervants 
or Hircarst — That the fituaticn of Mr. 
Haftings at Lucknow, was peculiar— almoil 
without afccond : — That he confidered it hi^ 
duty to bfier him every affiftance in liis 
power. 

Here Mr. Burke broke out into an elo- 
quent lamentation. 

" O miferable ftate, cried he, of the Eaft 
'' India Company ! O abandoned fortune of 
*' Mr. Haftings ! O fallen lot of England ! 
^ -—when no affiftance could be founfl, 
" but what was to be given by Sir Elijah 
'* Impey ! — z, man who was to a^ extrt- 
'^ judicially, apd in a diftrid where even his 
*' judicial capacity had no force.' * 

Being aflced, if he had ever had any rea- 
fon fmce for believing that the rebellion of 
the Begums had not taken place } he an- 
fwered yci ; he had heard that the Hon. the 
Houfe of Commons had pronounced the re- 
port of the rebellion of the Begums to be 
ill-founded, and he prefumed that the Hon, 
Houfe had had more information on the fub. 
]t(k than he had. He was aiked, if he figned 
the affidavits - ortly as a witnefe that they 
had been fworn, might not the atteftation 
of the Englifh Refidcnt have been as cffix- 
tual for that purpofe ?— He anfwered, that 
he thought it wpiild not 5 becaufc the Rcfi- 
dent was generally undcrftood to be the 
confidential friend of Mr. Haftings, and 
therefore his agency would have been fuf- 
pedlcd. He was alked, if he was fure that 
Mr. Haftings had publiftied all the affidavits 
that the witnefs had taken ?r-He replied, 
that he could not tell j but he had fuch a re- 
liance on the veracity and honour of Mr, 
Haftings, tliat he prefumed he had publifti- 
ed them all. lit' was pext aflced, if the 
chara^er of Mr. Haftings ftocxi fo high for 
veracity and honour, whether the atteftation 
of fuch a man would not have ilamped fuffi- 
cient authenticity on the affidavits, and rcn, 
dered it unneceflary, that the Chief Juftice 
fhould be called upon to adminifter oaths , 
out of his own jurifdi^ion ? — :He r^lled^ 
that he thought the atteftation of a perfon 
not conned^ed with the executive govern- 
ment, would have moft weight. He was 
alked, if he iiad not taken tlie affidavits re- 
lative to the rebellion of. tlic Begun^s, ^ the 

puipofi3 
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purpofe of juftifytng Mr. Haftings for plun- 
dering thefe Princcfles, and preventing any 
future enquiry into Iiis conduct op that 
head ? — He anfwercd in the negative ; for 
'thctUgh he confidcred the revolution of Be- 
nares to have be^n of fo important a nature, 
that he thought at the time i^ would lead to 
an enquiry into the condu<5V of the Governor- . 

• General, yet the public notoriety of the dif- 
affedion of the Begums did not leave him 
room to think, even for a moment, that the 
punifliment infli€Ved on thefe Princefles for 
their rebellion could ever be made a fubjeft 
of public enquiry. — He was alked, if he 
himfelf had not, by the direftion of Mr* 
Haftings, defircd Mr. Middleton to contrive, 
if poffiblc, to bring the Nabob to make a 
requifition that he might be permitted to 
fdze ihe jaghires of his mother and grand- 
mother f On this point the witnefs could 
not fpeak with great certainty ; but he was 
inclined to anfwcr it rather in the negative 
than in the affirmative, 

Mr. Sheridan then read a paflage from the 
fccond defence of Mr. Haftings, in which the 
latter gentleman (aid, that Sir Elijah Impey 
had been direded to make fuch a communi- 
cation to Mr. Middleton. -Mr. Sheridan then 
^(ked, if the witnefs diibelieved that afler- 
tion ? He replied, th^t probably what Mr. 
Haftings had written was true, but that he 
<lid not recoUedl that the fa€l was as it was 
Itated there. Mr. Sheridan then faid, that 
he muft conclude the witnefs contradid^ed 
the aftertion made by Mr. Haftings'. Sir 
Slljah obferved, that he gave his evidence 
without confidering how it would bear on 
cither the charge or the defence; and that it 
would be for the Court to apply it.— Mr. 
Sheridan faid, that he would prove here- 
after, to the entire fatisfad^ion q{ their Lord- 
/hips, that the Nabob had been urged and 
prefled on the part of Mr. Haftings to make 

* requifition for leave to refume the Begums- happinefs and advantage of liis fubjeds. 



«* my p<fuHtry» I have ftaid, when pcrfonal 
*♦ fafety might have whifpered, " there is no 
'* occafion for your delay!" I have gone 
*' forth — when individual eafe miglit have 
" faid—** Stay at home !" I haveadvifed, 
" when I might coldly have denied my ad- 
<* vice. But, I thank God, rccoileftion docs 
<* not raife a blufh at the part I took ; and 
** what I then did, I am not now alhamed to 
" mention !" 

At half paft five the Managers feemcd 
to think they had heard enough from Sir 
Elijah. 

Various Lords put different qucftions : 
Lords Suffolk, Carlirie, Stanhope, Walfing- 
ham, Kinnaird, and Portchefter, the latter 
of whom ufed a word from the witnci's, viz. 
Segregate, 

The Court was very numeroufly at- 
tended, 

Twi-NTY-FoURTH DaY, 

. WEDNEsnAY, May 7. 

This day a great deal of written evidence 
was produced to ftiew what excefles had 
been committed by the Englifti ftationed in 
Oude, upon the inhabitants of that country : 
one paper ftated, that one morning an Eng- 
lifli officer had caufed the heads of eighteen 
natives to be ftruck off. 

A letter was next read to difprove the af- 
fcrtion made by Mr. Haftings in his defenct, 
that he had left the territory of Oude in a 
flouriHiing condition. Tiiis letter was from 
Lord Comwaliis — It ftated, that on his vifit 
to Lucknow he was received by the Vizier 
with every mark of rcfpeft and attention 5 
but that he was fliocked at the deplorable 
appearance of the country and the people : 
that he exhorted the Nabob in the moft ur- 
gent manner to adopt a fyftem of oeconomy 
in the expenditure of the revenue, and to lay 
down fixed principles of government for the 



jaghires ; that he at length did make the de- 
fired requifition in form, and that Mr. Haft- 
ings had afted as if fuch requifition had been 
made foeely and voluntarily by the Nabob. 

At the conclufion of his evidence. Sir Eli- 
jah Impey ufed the following words : 
. " It has been objeilcd to me as a crime^ 

. ** my Lords, that I ftepped out of my official 
*' line, in the bufinefs of the affidavfts ; that 
" I adVed as the Secretary of Mr. Haftings. 
** I did do fo. But I truft it is not in one 
** folitary injlance that I have done more than 
** mere duty might require. The records of 

N#* Che Eaft India Company ; the minutes of 
♦• the Houfe of Commons 5 the recolleftion 
«« of various inhabitants of India — all, all, 
«* I truft, will prove that I never have been 
f* wanting to what I held was tbefirvifc of 



That the Vizier replied, he had no inrereft 
in cftablifhing a fyftem of oeconomy, while 
the influence of the Engliffi Government 
ruled every thing about his Court and in his 
dominions; and that for him to attempt a 
new fyftem of government, under fuch cir- 
cumilances, would be abfurd, as his autho- 
rity was laughed at and defpifcd by his fub- 
jeds, who looked upun liim as a cypher; 
but that if the Engliili were to fuffer him to 
be the mafter of his dominions, he would 
become truly oeconomical, and lay down 
plans for the impruvemtnt of the commerce 
and encouragement of the agriculture of his 
people. 

Another letter from Lord Cornwall's 
ftated, that his Lcrdftilp had fetn fome of 
the cavalry, and oilier parts cf tlic armx of 
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Code, hot that he liad found tJiem ^ch as h 
iwould not be iafe for a General to place 
much defxmdence upon ; and, indeed, from 
all he had fcen of the country, that it would 
be impoffible for the Con^pany, in cafe of a 
war, to draw any afTiilance from it. 

A letter from Mr. Kirkpatrick was read, 
to contradift another afTertion in the defence 
ariade by Mr. Haflings, namely, that the 
Princes of India had a high opinion of his 
good faith ; and that Madajee Scindia ^ had 
vnieten a letter to our mod Gracious Sove- 
reign, in which ht beftowed the highcft 
jKTzift on Mr. Hadings, and feemed to have 
nothing more to aik, than that thofe who 
ihould fucceed him in his government might 
follow his exampk. Mr. Kirkpatrick's let- 
ter, which was addrefled to Lord Comwal- 
lis, aHlbred that the natives had experienced 
fo many breaches of faith on the part of the 
Engliih, that it would be a very difficult 
matter to prevail upon them ever to place 
confidence in our promifes or engagements ; 
and therefore, however fincere Government 
might be in their intention to be faithful to 
their engagements, nothing bift time and 
<bme more 'happy experience of a change in 
ourmeafures, could make the* natives place 
any confidence in our aifurances. This letter 
of Mr, Kirkpatricl;: was the more remarkable, 
as it was written from the country of Ma- 
dajee Scindia, the Maliratta Prince, who, 
according to the defence of Mr. Haftings, 
bad fo great a reliance upon the faith of his 
government, that he wiflied all future Go- 
"vernors of Bengal might adhere as religioufly 
to their engagements as Mr. Hallings had to 
bis. 

The Managers having gone through this' 
written evidence, defired that 

Mr. MIDDLETON 
Should be called to the bar. This gentleman 
baving made his appearance, underwent a 
long examination on the fubjedl of the fei- 
xure of the Begum's jaghires, and their trea- 
for?, &c. &c. He was aflccd how long the 
rebellion of the Begums, fuch as he fup- 
pcfed it to be, had lafted ? He faid he be- 
lieved the period of its duration .might have 
been from the fame period in the month of 
Augurt, at which Chcyt Sing broke out into 
rebellion, to the latter end cf September. — 
This queflion was thought to be the more 
material, as the Begums were not Itripped 
of their jaghires till the Deccnibcr followhig, 
near three mor^ths after tlic conclufion of tlie 
fuppofed rebellion/ though that rebellion had 
fince been made the grcjind or caufc for 
which thefe jaghires were fcized. 

He was alked, if Sir Elijah Impey had 
communicated to hirp the )>leafure of Mr. 
Hailings relative to ihc rcfumptic;^ of the 



jaghires ? He believed he might ha^ ecxt. 
verfcd with Sir Elijah on the fubjed. A '' 
paflage from one of his own icttei s was then 
read to him, in thefe words :— *• Your plea- 
** fure I luve learned from Sir Elijah Impey 
*' relative to the Begums, and I (hall taho 
** care to ufe Cvcry influence with the Na^ 
*' bob to fecond your views.*' He acknow- 
ledged that he had written tl)e letter in which 
that paflTage was to be found. The obje^ 
of the Managers in examining the witnefs to 
this point was, to (hew that the plan for ^ 
feizing upon the trcafures of the Begums, had 
originated with Mr. HaAings, and not with 
the Nabob. 

The Managers then read a letter from the 
Bow Begum, or princefs mother,^ to Mr, 
Briftow, (lating the hardihiph of her fitua- 
tion, the calumnies of her enemies, and her 
ov(^n innocence^ and calling upon the Eng- 
li(h for that prote^ion, which by treaty they 
were bound to afford her. Other letters 
were read, written by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hannay and Capt. Gordon, to the Begum, 
and her Miniftcrs Bahar and JcwW Ally 
Khan, thanking them for their kind inter^ 
pofition, which had (aved the life of Capt^ 
Gordon. The Ceunfel for Mr. Haftings ob- ' 
je€led to tlic admilTion of thefe letters as^ 
evidence, becaufe printed copies of letters ^ 
were not evidence, whilft the originals could 
be obtained ; but ftiU lefs were- they eYi* 
dencc in the prefent cafe, as the writer, or 
fuppofed writer of fomc of them, was in 
London ; and the Managers ought, in point 
of candour, to call upon him to ftate whe- 
tlicr thefe were copies of letters that had really 
been written by him. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, it was impofiible for 
him to produce the writei-s of thefe letters, 
becaufe one of tliem was the younger Be- 
gum, who was in India, and could not br 
brought to this country ; another of them 
(Col. Hannay) was dead ; and as for the 
third, Capt. Gordon, he did not think pro- 
per to call him, though he (hould be on the 
fpot J for notwithftanding the many expref* 
ficns in his letters of gratitude to ihs Begum 
ar.l her Minifters, for the prefervation of his 
life, this gentleman had not thought proper 
to take the Icaft notice of fo remarkable a 
circumftance in his dcpofition, or affidavit, 
before Sir Elijah Impey. But it was not ne- 
cefTary that he (hould produce cither the ori- 
ginals, or the writers, of thefe letter? } they 
had been printed and annexed to one of the 
charges a^ainft Mr. Haftings, to which 
charge that gentleman had been admitted t»» 
make a defence at the bar of the Houfe of 
Commons ^ and In that defence he admitted 
thefe very letters to be genuine, and the 
printed cqpi^ to he faithfui 
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Mr. Law <^id, that the Commons might 
|>iove that fuch had been annexed to the 
charge in the Commons, and that Mr. Hall- 
ings had argued upon them as \f they were 
genuine, but not admitting them to be fo ; 
and after the Managers (hould have proved 
this, he would contend that the evidence of 
fads fo proved was not admiflible againft the 
defendant. • 

Mr. Burke faid, it was a hard thing for 
^he Commons to proceed under the various 
diiadvantages which naturally arpfe out of 
the delinquency of the prifoner at the bar. 
One of the charges againft him was, that he 
had foppreffcd letters whj«h he was bound 
in duty to have recorded, and which, if he 
had, would be evidence for their Lordihips : ' 
but now that he had violated his duty, and 
fupprefied correfpondence, his Couniel tri- 
umphantly called out for the original letters : 
this was making the prifoner avail himfelf of 
lus own wrong, contrary to all p«'inciples of 
jviftxct. — The Managers proceeded to prove, 
that thefe letters bad been printed and annexed 
to a charge in the Houfe of Commons, to 
vrhich Mr. Haitings had made t defence; 
aod a pafTage from that defence was read, to 
prove that he had admitted thefe letters to 
be genuine. They were accordingly read, 
and taken down upon their Lordihips mi- 
nutes. 

After this, Mr. Law obfisnred, that as it 
did not appear from any evidence given by 
the Managers, that thefe letters had ever 
reached the hands of Mr. Haftings, he hoped 
the Hon. Manager who had charged him with 
having fupprefled letters, would in candour 
and juftlce to the gentleman at the bar re- 
tradl his aflertion. 

Mr. Burke, afluming all the dignity of 
fituation belonging to a perfon ading for and 
rcprefenting the Commons of England, re- 
piUed, *< My Lords, tkk Counsel dx- 

•JERVES NO ANSWER.'* 

Mr. Sheridan proved, that fome of the moft 
naaterial evidence relative to the Begums, had 
been adually fupprefled $ for he Aated from 
written documents, the authenticity of which 
had been previoufly eftabliHied, that Goulafs 
Hoy (a man who had refided in Oude, and 
was beft acquainted with all that belonged to 
the condud of the Begums) had been fent 
to Benares to make his depoHtlon \ and that 
after he had ma-ie it, he was fcnt home:—- 
but, faid Mr. Sheridan, not the leaA notice 
or account of this depoiition of Goulafs Roy 
watto be found in the colledion of affidavits 
taken by Sir Eli^h Impey. 

The Managers then continued the exami- 
nation of Mr. Middleton. His books of 
correfpondence were produced ; ;iod it ap- 
pmdy that many pa^os were torn out, and 



others were added, which were k>ofe, not 
being fewed or bound up with the reft. One 
of the books appeared to be numbered or 
paged in his way : A fubjeft was carried on 
and paifed in regular order j when that fub- 
ie€^ was ended, another began again with 
No. I, 2, 3, &c. fo that page i occurred 
more than once in the fame volume. Now 
a great number of leaves were torn out^ and 
the next page to thole that had b^n ib torn 
bore the No. i, and thus went on regularly j 
fo that a whole hiftory of any one tranladioa 
might have been thus deftroyed. The leaves 
fo torn off had been bound up with the reft, 
and the threads of the binding from which 
they had been torn remained. 

Mr. Middleton was not able to account for 
this lacerated ftate of his books. 

He was then aiked, if the Nabob had been 
alvrays inclined to take from his parents thdr 
jaghires and eftates ? He faid, he believed 
he was ever inclined to do fo, but had been 
withheld by his dread of the Englifli, whofe 
faith was pledged to guarantee to the Bow 
Begum, at Icaft, thofe jaghires and trea- 
fures. He was afked next, how he could, 
in one of his letters to Mr. Hafiings, ftate^ 
that he had an alwMfi uncn^uerable relu3a$ic9 
to tbt nuafure ? He did recolle^^ that he had 
made ufe of that cxpreifion. The expref- 
lion appeared in a letter of Mr. Haftings to 
Mr. Middleton, in which the former adverts 
to and repeats this expreflion, as taken from 
a preceding letter from Mr. Middleton to the 
Governor-General. This letter of the wit- 
ness, to which Mr. Haftings referred, was 
n«t to be found, and was by the Managers 
faid to be one of the many that had been 
deftroyed or fupprefled. Another letter, 
from the Nabob, which Mr. Middleton fiud 
he difpatched to Mr. Haftings, and which 
related to the refumption of the jaghires and 
treafures, was not to be found upon record, 
but was aifo fupprefled or loft. 

Mr. Middleton was aflced, whether Mr. 
Haftings would not have caufcd the jaghires 
to be feized, whether the Nabob had confent« • 
ed or not ? He faid, he believed he would. 
He was alked, if he himfdf (the witnefs) 
had not ifiued bii own orders, or fcrwaimeJts^ 
for that purpofe, witlwut waiting for the con- 
fent of the Nabob ? He replied, that cer- 
tainly he had figned and fcaled fome of theia 
perwannahs, and delivered them to the Mi- 
nifter, but he did not believe they had been 
difpatched by him before the Nabob figned 
perwannahs for the fame purpofe. He was 
aiked, if the Nabob liad not at the time de- 
clared, that his fo figning was an afiof ccm* 
fulfimf This Mr. Middleton admitted. 
He was then called upon to iay, how he 
could afleit that the Niibob had hcen aiwayt 
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tncHned to refume the jaghlres, and wotjld 
have done it if he had not been withheld by 
the Engiilh guarantpe ? The anfwer we 
were not well able to underftand ; the witncfs 
faid fomethin^ about the Nabob's wishing to 
Wume oniy /o»« jaghires, but Mr. Hallings 
would have him rcfume all. 

He was aiked, if the focond article of the 
treaty of Chunar did not leave the Nabob at 
liberty to refume fuch jaghires as he (hould 
think proper to refume ? He faid, it did. 
He was aikcd then, if the meaning of that 
article was, that the Nabob fhould refume 
thofe that he did not think proper to refume ? 
He replied in the negative. He was defired 
then to reconcile, if he could, a treaty which 
g»ve the Nabob leave to refume fuch as he 
ihould pleafe^ with aa order that he Jhould 
refume fiich jaghires as he tui/ked not to pof- 
fefshimfelf? nay, that he fliould refume «//. 
Mr. Middleton admitted, that upon the face 
of the treaty, the order juft mentioned and 
the treaty itfclf were irrcconcileable. He 
faid, however, that from the beginning he 
had told the Nabob that he muft refume all 
the jaghires. 

Mr. Sheridan contended, that in this the 
witnefs had flatly contradidted what he had 
faid on a preceding day on the fame fubjedl, 
when it appeared from his evidence, that the 
Nabob's reludlance had been exprefied when 
the rcfumption of the Begums* jaghires was 
ipentioned to him ; for at that time the rc- 
fumption of no other jaghires had been fo 
much as hinted to him. The former evi- 
dence was read, and Mr. Middleton was en- 



deavouring ttf feconcITe* what he had faid; 
when tiie Lord Chancellor obferved, that tlitf ' 
difcuflion of this point might take up much 
time, and it was then near f!x o'clock f . 
The point was then dropped, and their 
Lordihips adjourned. 



Twenty-fifth Day. 
Thursday, May 8. 
Mr. Middleton was called again to the 
bar this day, and his examination and crofs- • 
ejcamination lafted till the riiing of thef 
Court, at half part five o'clock. It appeared, 
from one of his letterS) that a man was kept 
in the Company's pay, at Fyzabad, for the 
purpofe of forwarding fuch letters as might 
be addrcflcd to the Refident at Lucknow, 
and of tranfinitting whatever intelligence 
fhould come to his knowledge, that was in 
any dcjgroc important. He was alkcd, what 
was the name of this man ? He faid, it was 
Goulafs Roy, He was alked, if this man had 
not been fent to Benares to depofe whatever 
he had heard relative to the rebellion of the 
Begums, being fuppofcd to be well acquaint- 
ed with every thing that had paffed at Fyza- 
bad } On this point the witnefs was not 
able to fpeak with any certainty. A paflage 
of a letter was then read to him, written by 
Major Davy, informing him that Goulafs 
Roy having been examined, and his depofi- 
tion taken, relative to the rebellion of the 
Begums, had been fent back to Fyzabad. 
He was then alked, why this depofition did 
not appear among the other affidavits ? He 
replied,- that he did not know until he heard 



* They who look for every witnefs to deliver himfelf with fuch perfpiculty and addrefs 
as Sir Elijah Impey and Major Scott, will look more often than they find. How intel- 
leflual Mr. Middleton may be, fcems^ pretty obvious. And yet in Wcilminder, as elfe- 
whejre, things are not always as they feem. Ignorance may be loquacious, and genius mute. 
Sir W. Yongc, of George the Second's time, had the trick, without three ideas in conti- 
nuity, to talk himfelf into 3000I. a-year ! while. Pope, when appearing for his friend 
Atterbury, faltered into forgetfulnefs of all his fine powers — and in the few fliort lines 
which formed his teftimony, he committed as many tranfgrejiom againjl grammar ! 

Mr. Middleton is not meant further to be likened to Pope. — ^Wits may have fliort memo- ' 
ries. it would be well if each fliort memory had wit. If it was fo, embarrafl'ment had 
been changed into felf-poficffion, and we fliould have fplendour in the place of obfcurity, 

Mr. Middleton was more agitated, and therefore more confufed, than ever. The qucf- 
tions put to him, he apprehended tardily j and his anfwers often were fo perplexed, as to 
make them yet more tardily apprehended in return. 

In the courfe of this prolix detail, Mr. Sheridan managed moft of the matter. A few 
queftions came froqi Mr. Fox ; and when Mr. Adam let fall a few words on their fide, 
proteding their witnefs, the Chancellor very properly let him know, that " every witnefs- 
is in the proteftion of the Court." 

The word " caption" appearing in fomeof the Benares papers — Mr. Burke, with 
his wonted promptitude and force, obferved on its peculiarity — " That this was a flower 
" not l.kely to have been gathered amon^ Oriental growths ; but thatlc was to be traced 
•' fpringing on very different ground." Then flinging away his flower, he faid, " it fmelt 
" ot th'j c^(k." 

f The Court was very thin— fcarcsly ten women of faflilon, and not twenty of the 
Commons ! 

this 
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%his letter read, that Coulafs Roy had been 
examined, and therefore he was not able. to 
iiccount for the non-appearance of his depo- 
fition : nor did he know any native by name, 
who had made an affidavit before Sir Elijah 
Impey. H'e /hewed Col. Hannay his orders 
from Mr. Haftings, to find out who knew 
any thing relative to the conduiSb of the Be- 
gums J and as the perfons who were moft 
likely to know fuch things, were native offi- 
cers in Col. Hannay's regiment, he left it to 
him to find them out. He was alked, if 
Col. Hannay was not accufed by the Be- 
gums with having occafioned all the diftnrb- 
ances in Oude ? He replied, that he believed 
the Begums had made fuch an accufation. 
Mr. Burke then defired the witnefs would 
fay, whether he thought it was decent or juft 
to commit to a perfon To accufed, the charge 
of finding out witnefles to blacken his ac- 
cufers ? He faid, he did not commit fuch a 
charge to him ; he barely communicated to 
him the orders which the Governor- General 
had fent to the witnefs, 

Mr. Law a(ked, if the jaghirc left by the 
late Nabob to the Bow Begum was confide- 
rable ? He replied, that, in his opinion, it 
was not worth more than two lacks of rupees 
a. year ; but that her fon, the prefent Na- 
\ bob, had given her other jaghires, making 
her whole \viZom^ fix lach a year. He was 
alked, whether the Begum was not reputed 
to have had a large, and what, fum in her 
poffeflion at the time of her husband's death ? 
He replied, that it was computed fhe had 
two crorcs, or 2,ooo,oool. This treafure he 
conceived to be the inheritance of the prefent 
Nabob, though it was in the Zenana j for 
the late Nabob refided at Fyzabad, where 
his, widow ftill refides, and he had no other 
treafure than that which was depofited in 
the Begum^s Palace. He confidered the Be- 
^m only as the Nabob's treafurer, and not 
the owner of the wealth : and a circumdance 
had occurred which induced him to form 
this opinion. When the late Nabob was 
profecuting the Rohilla war, he gave the 
witnefs a draft for 15 lacks, to be paid out 
of this treafure at Fyzabad j the draft, how- 
ever, was not honoured : the Begum, who 
was at that time with him in the camp, then 
drew for the fame fum, and her draft was 
immediately paid. Mr. Sheridan afked, if 
this izBt did not prove diredlly the reverfe ? 
for as the Nabob's order for the money had 
been difregarded, and the Begum's duly ho- 
noured, it would appear that the fund upon 
which both had drawn belonged to the Be- 
jum, and not to her fon. 

Mr. Sheridan, in order to /hew that the 
trcafures left by Sujah ul Dowlah could not 
N io great as the witness had thought them 



to be, alked what was the film that' the laK 
Nabob was to pay for our affi/tance in 

KXTERMINATING the RoHlLlAS ? The 

witnefs replied, forty lacks ; fifteen were 
paid before the death of the Nabob, and 
fince that period the Begums had paid fifty- 
fix lacks, 560,0001. Mr. Sheridan left it 
then to their Lord/hips to judge, whether 
/he could have 2,ooo,cool. fteriing in th« 
Zenana. 

Mr. Law a/ked, whether the Begums had 
not a confiderable body of troops in their 
jaghires ? whether they were not independent 
of the Nabob ? whether the Begums Mini- 
fters did not frequently oppofe the Nabob's 
officers ? whether his Highnefs had not fre- 
quently expre/Ted a wi/h that the jaghires ot 
his parents were refumed ? and whether he 
had not complained, that two rulers, mean- 
ing himfelf and his mother, were too 
many for one country ? The witnefs replied, 
that the Begums had troops, which were 
ceruinly independent of the Nabob, whofe 
officers liad often been refilled by them, un- 
der the orders pf Bahar and Jewar Ally 
Chan, the Begums Mini/lers j and for thefe . 
and other reafons, he would have, refumed 
the jaghires, if he had not been withlield by 
the Engliih guarantee 5 but he did not recoi- 
led precifely that he had heard him fay, 
" two rulers were too many for one 
*' country.'* 

In anfwer to fome quealions put to him 
by Mr. Sheridan, he faid, that every pcrfoa 
holding a jaghire was obliged to have troops j 
that they were nece/Tary for the colle^on of 
the revenue ; that the Nabob had frequently 
attempted to incroach upon the jaghires of 
hi? parents, whofe Miniflers, as they were 
in duty bound, refifled the incroachments 5 
and this difcharge of their duty was, he be- 
lieved, one of the reafons that made the Na- 
bob di/like them. 
• Mr. Sheridan then undertook to fub/lan- 
tiatd, that the keeping the Nabob's family, 
portioning the daughters, &c. &c. was al- 
ways thought to be a aece/Tary part of his 
allowance : That he had complained of the 
Eogii/h, as thefource of all his difficulties s 
That two gentlemen were mfentioned— 
whom Mr. Middleton did not remember, 
though he recolU^ed they were named in the 
letter— Thefc two gentlemen proved to be 
Mr. Briftow and Mr. Middleton— the former 
of whom, Mr. Burke obferved, " had tb§ 
f clitics f the latter the money »'^ 

The letter was read by the Cleric. 

Mr. Law here obferved, they could not 
get accefs to thefe letters, as they were cakea 
away each night by the Hon. Managers. 

The Lord Chancellor, with that pei:^ 
cuiiy which difcrixniaavi^ ;v[^ %sA ^SDcn 
1 « 
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trwy thing, faid, " 'They were, or (hould be, 
dcjwfited in the Parliament Officc^that 
kctb parties fliould have accefs to them, 
when found nccelfary, but that ntUbcr (hould 
remove them at their plcafure.'* 

Mr. Sheridan aikcd the witnefs, whether, 
after the late Nabob had been defeated by 
the English at the battle of Buxar, the Be- 
gum had not repaired to him with all her 
trcafure ? He replied, that (he had repaired 
to him, and had carried with her valuable 
tf?cfts, on which (he raifed great fums for 
his u'fe ; and this mark of (idelity and at- 
tachm^t to her hufbaiid, in the critical 
moment of his diftrefs, was, the witnefs 
admitted, the foundation of the unbounded 
Jove he ever after entertained for her. The 
witnefd alfo admitted, that he had heard the 
Begum had prevented her hufband from put- 
ling his fon, the prefent Nabob, to death ; 
and had, by her great influence over her 
liufband, prevailed upcn him to fingle bcr 
^n out from all his other children, and confti- 
tute him his heir. — Thi^ evidence was given 
to prove, that if thefc Princes had greatly 
•nrichcd the Begum through gratitude, it 
would not be fair to fay that they did not give 
ker a property in the wealth, and more par- 
ticularly, as the Begums were obliged to (up- 
port the family and children of the late 
Nabob, and give them fortunes on their 
marriage. 

Mr. Sheridan afked the witnefs, if all the 
articles of the treaty of Chunar had been 
faithfully obferved by the £ngli(h ? He re- 
plied, that he could not anfwer thequeftion, 
■nlefs he was to read the whole treaty, and 
all the correfpondence. Mr. Sheridan then 
laid, he could afk him a more fimple quef- 
•ion — Had any om article of that treaty been 
kept ? The witnefs could not tell; ' Mr. 
Sheridan alked him, if any articles of It h^d 
keen kept except thofe which were difagree- 
•ble to the Nabob, and which the witnefs 
l\ad a(rured that Prince, Mr. Haftings never 
intended (hould be enforced > The Counfel 
(aid, the queftion was too broad. Mr. She- 
ridan (aid, he did not mean to pref^ the wlt- 
l^^s to anfwer it. 

But he would afk this queftion — At what 
period had the Nabob (lipulated that the 
fcmporary brigade belonging to the Com- 
pany, and then in his fervice, (kould be 
withdrawn ? The witnefs replied, that it 
was on the 19th of September. 

Mr. Sheridan upon this remarked, that this 
was the very period when the fuppofed re- 
bellion of the Begums was raging. He left 
it to their Lordfhips to judge, whether the 
Nabob would infift, that the only troops on 
which he could depend (hould be difmilTed, 
flagranu MIo, juft at the mo8ielit| when^ if 



fuch a war was aftually exlfllng, he had thf 
greateft occafion for their fervices. 

A very long examination then took plaCt 
on the fubjed of the witnefs's books of cor- 
refpondence. The laft letter in one of theft 
books, written on a (heet bound up with th« 
reft of the book, was dated the 19th of Oc- 
tober ; immediately follow fome loofe (hects, 
not bound up j and on the firft of them I9 
another letter, bearing date alfo the 19th of 
Oftober. Thefe two letters were not copied 
at the fame time, or on the fame kind of 
paper ; for thefe two (heets, though imme- 
diately following each other, have different 
tvaier marks. Now the former of the tw» 
letters, bearing the fame date, was writtea 
by Major Gilpin to Mr. Middleton, and In. 
clofed copies from the Bow Begum of th« 
letters that had been fent to her by CoL 
Hannay and Capt. Gordon. But thefe copies 
(hould have been inferted in the official book, 
immediately after the letter from Major Gil- 
pin, in which they had been inclofed. — Mr. 
Middleton faid he had left copies of them in 
the office. 

Lord Loughborough afked, why he had 
not fent thefe copies to Calcutta, particularly 
as the Begum had requefted that he would 
fend them as inftraments of her defence, and 
vouchers of her innocence ? He faid, he wat 
then retiring from his office, and transferring 

- the duties of the Refident to Mr. Briftow, 
previous to his departure for Calcutta. — Th« 
noble and learned Lord a(ked, why he had 
not carried with him letters of (b much im- 
portance, and delivered them to the Gover- 
nor on his arrival at Calcutta ? — He did not 
think it was nece(rary j he prefumed his fuc* 
ceflTor in office would fend them. 

Lord Loughborough obferved, that it ap- 
peared from a letter from Mr. Haftings to 
the witnefs, that he was direfied by the for- 

* mer to enquire who were able to give any cvi^ 
dence relative to the difaffeftion of the Be^ 
gums ', to defire that they wo^d make de- 
pofitions of all they knew j that they (hould 
be very particular as to datts and p/aets j thaft 
no depofition (hould he drawn up in a Ian* 
guage which the <leponent did not under, 
(land 5 and that jpcri^ns (hould be prefent, 
who (hould take care that the deponents 
were duly fworn, according to the ^rms 
prdcribed by their refpe^Ive religion* for 
taking oaths ; or if any (hould fcruple to 
take an oath, that their affirmation (hould 
be taken with the ufual folemnity.— >Now 
the learned Lord vid(hed to know, if the 
witnefs could fay, after the receipt of fuch a 
letter, that he did not know, of his owA 
knowledge, that any native had made an 
affidavit f Mr. Middleton replied, that he 

, iuKi (hewn the letter to Colonel Hannay, 

Miyojr 
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Major Macdonald, and Captain. Gordon, and 
kad left it to them to follow them. 

The noble Lord aflced, if thefe gentlemen 
could fpeak the Perfian language ? He faid 
Captain Gordon could, but he believed the 
others could barely understand it, if it was 
read to them. Lord Loughborough afked, 
how he could commit to others the difcharge 
of a duty impofed upon himfelf, and for 
which thofe others were not at all quali- 
fied ? He could not tell why he had done 
fo. He was aflced, if he had appointed 
proxies to feize the Begums treafure, or 
whether in that cafe he had executed in per- 
fon the orders of the Governor- General ? He 
admitted that thefe orders he had carried into 
execution in perfon. 

He was afterwards very clofely examined 
by Lords Loughborough, Stormont, Stan- 
hope, and Hopetoun, about the mutilated 
ftate of his books. He faid, he never in- 
tended ta fay they were perfeft copies, he 
had them taken only for his own private ufe, 
he had lent them while at Calcutta to Mr. 
Johnfon, who wanted fome letters in it for 
his defence againll a charge brought againfl 
him by the Governor-General. He admit- 
ted that it appeared that leaves had been torn 
out of them ; but he declared, that this had 
not been done by him, or with his confent, 
^ «r even knowledge. 

One very remarkable circumdance in this 
cafe is, that one of the letters copied in a 
loofe (heet, is in the hand-writing of $V9 
differeht perfons^ and it was admitted by the 
witnefs, that one part was copied at Luck- 
• now, the other at Calcutta ; and if this let- 
ter was copied from the original book left in 
the Refident's office at Lucknow, it was 
Incomprehcnfible how part of it could have 
been copied at Calcutta. 

With this examination the bufinefs of the 
day terminated, and the Court adjourned, 
at half paft five o* clock, until May 20. 



TWEWTY-SIXTH DaY* 

TuisDAY, May 20. 

After an adjournment of ten days, during 
the "Whitfun holidays, the Court again re- 
fumed its fundions in all due form. At 
twelve o'clock, Mr. Burke c^Jed upon the 
Clerk to read fome Perfian Correfpondence, 
confifting of letters from Hyder Beg, the 
Vizier, the Nabob, and from the Govcrnor- 
Oeneral. 

After thefe had wafted nearly two hours, 
Mr, Burke wilhed to corroborate the^cvi- 
dlence already adduced, by an extrad from a 
Perfian Ncwfpaper ! Thf weight which 
this might have, fecmed at firft to be uncer- 
tain, as a record in a Court of Juftice 5 but 
Ihi MaiuigQ' dlpchred it t^ul great authenti- 



city, and the Clerk finl/hed the NewC 
paper. 

Mr. Sheridan then proceeded to declare ta 
their Lordfliips, that the Managers intended 
to produce evidence to prove, that the Na- 
bob Vizier was a mere cypher in his owa 
dominions, and that the government of 
them, though nominaljy in that Prince, wat 
feally and effedually in the Ealt-India Com- 
pany ; and confequently, that Mr. Haftings 
was refponfible for the mal-adminiftration of 
the provinces of Gude,- while he was the 
reprefentativc of the Company, as their Go- 
vernor-General. 

He obferved to their Lordfhips, that it 
was the more neccfi*ai7 he fhould relate thefe 
circumftances, as Mr. Haftings had aflerted 
in his defence, that " UwsPsnot true that 
" the Nabob of Oude was ever under the. 
" ccntroul of the Bengal Government in the 
" extent ftated in the charge :— 'That the 
** Reficfent, who rcprefented the Council- 
*' General, had an influence at his Court^ 
*' could not be difputed ; but that it wa« 
'* notorious, that the a<as of the Nabob's 
" Government were, on various occafions, 
" remonftrated againft, and inefTeftually 
** oppofed by the Refident, as might be feen 
" by the public correfpondence of Meflrs, 
" Middleton and Briftow : — That it could 
'* not, therefore, be admitted that the En- 
" glilb name and chara£ler were concerned 
** in every aft of his government, or in any 
** not authorized by them.*' 

Mr. Sherid'aj&yrlaid, he trufted that th» 
Managers wouU^^e able to prove, to th« 
fatisfadion of tl^^ouxt, that the EnglliH 
name and charader ^?were i^y and truly 
concerned in .every ad ol the government it 
Oude. 

The proofs produced were authentic writ* 
ten documents from the records of the India-» 
Houfe. From thefe it appeared, that eveit 
prior to the ti{ne whea Mr. Haftings waf 
appointed Governor-General, the Nabob of 
Oude was entirely dependent upon the Coip-* 
pany ; and that the prifoner had afterward^ 
lb far degraded him, as to leave him nothing; 
more than the name of a Sovereign :. that 
whatever favourite Minifter the Governor^ 
Qeneral defired be would remove, he had 
immediately removed j and that he raifed to 
the rank of Minifters thofe whom Mr. Haft- 
ings was pleaibd to recommend, or rather tp 
appoint. Letters were produced from tho 
Minifters who had been appointed on thft 
recommendation, or rather nomination, of 
Mr^i Haftings, returning that gentleman 
thanks for their appointment, and apknow- 
ledging themfiives to haye derived their then 
fituation frond him. The Manager proved^ 
by other letters, that the neighbouring PriB^s 
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c^mftdencH tiie Engllih as the majiers and r«- 
Un^ not the prcu^ors or a/AVi, of the Nabob 
of Oude. A letter from Fyzoola Khan, the 
only remaining Prince or Chief of the Ro- 
tiiiJUs, to the Governor and Council, ihew- 
cd, that the once flourilhing country of 
Kohiland was running fafl to decay ; that 
tboujandi of villages in it had been deferted ; 
and that if fome remedy was not fpeedily 
applied by the Company, the whole country 
would, in a year or two, be reduced to a 
wildernefs. Fyzoola Khan ftated, in this 
letter, that it was his regard for the Com- 
pany, and its honour, that made him write 
upon a fubje^l in which he had no longer any 
pcrfonal concern. 

Other letters were produced from Perfian 
Ncwfpapers, publiftied by authority, like the 
liondon Gazette, and recorded by Mr. Hafl- 
ings himfelf, which proved that other neigh- 
bouring Princes, and particularly the Em- 
peror of Hindoftan, looked upon the Go- 
vernor-General as the real Sovereign of 
Oude. Letters from the Nabob himfelf 
clearly proved the fenfe he entertained of his 
own little weight in the government of his 
own country ; for he faid he would leave it 
entirely, and go to the Governor-General, 
and refide with him. But no proof was fo 
^rong as a letter from Mr. Haftings himfelf 
to Mr, Briftow, the Enc:U(h Refident at 
Lucknow5 in which, complaining of Hyder 
]^es Khan, M'miller to the Nabob, whom 
in other TtCpc&i he before, and ever fmce, 
fopported againft his mafler, he mak& ufe 
of the following contemptuous language of 
the Prince himfelf : — " By an abufe of his 
♦• influence over the Nabob, he (the Nabob 
** himfelf) being fas be ever mufi be) in the 
** hands of fome perfon a mere cypher, 
** in his (the Minifter's) darei> to make 
** him (the Nabob) assume a very unbe- 
w COMING tone of refufal, r^proateh, and 
♦' refentment, in oppofition to meafures r«- 
<^ commended by me, 9nd even to a&i done by 
W MY authority,'''' 

It was proved, that the meafure of fta- 
fjoning a brigade of the Company's troops 
in Oude, at the expence of the Nabob, but 
paid by him through the Company^ and go- 
verned by him, had been oppofed in the Su- 
preme Council, and that Mr. Francis and 
Sir John Clavering had both protefted againft 
if. The proteft of the former was very 
fliort. I^ ftated, that fuch a meafure muft 
ncceffarily appear to all f\jrrounding nations 
as (ompulfory, becaulb it was not in nature, 
that an independent Prince fhould voluntarily 
agree to a meafure that virtually dethroned 
him. Sir John Clavering protefted againft 
it, becaufc the taking from a Sovereign 
J>nnc? the government pf hjs fubjc^s, an4 



the entire dominion over his army, was 
contrary to the laws of juftice and of na- 
tions. 

After the documents by which thefe dif- 
ferent points were eftabliihed, had been read, 
Mr. Sheridan informed their Lordftiips, that 
the Managers intended to give fome parole 
evidence, to prove that the charge brought 
againft the Begums, of their having rebel- 
lioufly joined Cheyt Sing, was totally 
groundlefs ; and that it was a calumny pro- 
pagated for the purpofe of giving a colour to 
the infamous adk of plundering thefe Prin- 
ceflcs : for this purpofe Mr. Sheridan defired 
that 

Captain EDWARDS 
might be called in. 

From the teftimony of this gentleman it 
appeared, that he had been between Jeven 
and eight years in Oude, in a military capa- 
city; and that for the latter part of the 
time he had been Aid de Camp to the Na- 
bob, and conftantly about his perfon. He 
attended his Highnefs from Lucknow to 
Chunar, when the Prince joined Mr. Haft- 
ings at that place. The Nabob, hearing 
that Cheyt Sing had taken arms againft the 
Company, and that the Governor- General 
was reduced. to great ftraits, pofted from 
Lucknow with all the cavalry and infantry 
he could mufter, and fent orders to all the 
other troops he could fpare from other quar- 
ters, to join him at Chunar. Captain Ed- 
wards attended the Nabob to Chunar j but 
neither at that place, or on his way to it, had 
he ever heard a word of the difaffeftlon of 
the Begums, or of their being in arms ; and 
he was very fure, that if common report 
had ftated them to be difafFedled at the time^ 
and in arms, fuch report muft have reached 
Ills ears ; but he never heard any thing of 
the kind whilft lie was at Chunar, nor for 
above a fortnight after he had left it. 

On the Nabob's return to Lucknow, the 
witnefs attended him. When they had got 
withip a fhort diftance of that capital, the 
Nabob, with Mr. MIddleton, and the Mi^ 
nifter Hydcr Beg Khan, turned off to Fyza- 
bad, and the witnefe went on to Lucknow, 
The Nabob travelled fo faft, by means of 
relays of elephants (on which he had heard 
he had travelled near 60 miles in one day) 
that he could not take his infantry with him j 
nor had his cavalry been able to keep up 
with him j fo that in fadl he arrived at the 
refidence of his mother and grandmother 
without any troops at all. The rabble and 
camp-followers of the Nabob might amount 
to about 30,00c, [N..B. This was at the 
time when Mr. Haftings would have it be^ 
licved that the Begums %yere in rebellion | 
s^nd though it was faid (hat the Begums in^ 
, ■ letKtod 
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tcnt'ed to dethrone their fon, yet he without 
facfitation paid thema vifit without a guard.] 

The witncfs fald, that when he firft heard 
of the charge of rebellion brought againft 
the Begums, the report was, that they in- 
tended to drive the Engli/h out of the coun- 
try, dethrone the Nabob, and place a more 
favoured brother, Saadit Ally, on the throne. 
The Nabob, he believed, had not heard of 
this report at Chunar, or for a long time af- 
ter ; for he was fure that if he had heard of 
it, h« would have been the firft to take the 
alarm, on account of the danger which 
threatened him perfonally, and would have 
immediately communicated the alarm. to the 
]• ngli/h J but he, in fadt, did no fuch thing. 
Had the whole of this regular cavalry, that 
attended the Nabob when the witncfs and 
he parted, accompanied him all the way to 
Fyzabad, it would have been found to be 
greatly inadequate to the talk of defending 
his perfon againft an attack from tlie troops 
of the Begums, if any attack had been 
made ; for the number confifted of no more 
than 600, badly mounted, badly accoutred, 
almoft naked, and ill paid : their pay \Vas 
1 5 or 16 months in arrear ; they were dif- 
a^e<^ed on that account, and he had known 
them refufe to go upon fervice, becaufe 
they Wire not paid : in a word, they were 
troops on which no dependence could have 
been placed j but had they been the beft in 
the world, they could not have preferved the 
Nabob's perfon from danger at Fyzabad, if 
it had been in any j for his Highnefs had out- 
travelled them, and left them on the road 
behind him. 

The witnefs was examined next as to the 
ftate of the country in 1 774, under the late 
Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah, and in the year 
1783, under his fon, the prefent Nabob, 
Afoph ul Dowlah. He faid, that at the for- 
iner period, the country was in a moft flou- 
rishing condition, as well in point of agri- 
culture, as of manufaftures and commerce^ 
and tlie people were in a ftateof happincfs 
and profperity. But at theKtter period, the 
country, in many places, bore the ftrongeft 
marks of defolation j and the inhabitants, 
reduced to poverty and wretchednefs, were 
oi)iiged to abandon their homes, and fly from 
the places of their nativity. He faid, that 
he had heard from common fame, that the 
people afcribed their diftrefles to the oppref- 
iioriS of Lieut. Col. Hannay. He was alked, 
if he believed common fame had carried the 
tidings of thefe oppreflions to the ears of 
Mr. Haftings ? He anfwered, that he wa« 
inclined to think it had not ; for he believed, 
that had Mr. Haftings heard of opprefHons, he 
would inftantly have removed the author of 
them. He was afked, whether the dcfola- 
lipi^ Qi tl)e country h^d' not bieen pQcafioned 



by the long drought with which the province 
of Oudc had been afl^idled ? He replied, 
that it had not ; for during the whole of hi$ 
refidence in that country he had never heani 
of a drought ; nor did the people depend fa 
much upon rain for fertilizing their fields, as 
upon waters preferved by them in wells, and • 
colle£ted from difFeient rivers. 

This witnefs being done with by the 
Counfel, dllfercnt Lords afked him queftlons 
— Lords Porcheilcr, Hawke, &c. The lat- 
ter aficed much about the attendance on the 
Nabob's huntings in order to afcertain the 
numbers of tlie troops that followed him. 

Mr. Sheridan and the Court having done 
with Capt. Edwards, the former defired that 

Colonel ACHMUTY 
might be called. 

This gentleman had a command In a place 
300 miles diftant from Fyzabad, and there- 
fore he could fay nothing of his own know- 
ledge about the rebellion of the Begums. He 
could only fpeak, he faid, from report to the 
tranfaflions at Fyzabad r.nd Benares, on ac- 
count of the diilance betv/een thofe places 
and his ftation. Being alked what tliaC 
diftance was ? he excited a fmile more than 
once, by referring the Lord Chancellor from 
his memory — which he could not trult — to 
the Book of Roads publifhed under the direc- 
tion of the Company ! 

He had heard, however, of the difturb- 
ances at Benares, and was even preparing to 
fend forward a battalion of fepoys at the very 
time when oflScial inftrudlions for that pur- 
pofe were fent to him by Major Palmer* 
He had alfo heard of the feizure of the Be- 
gu?ns treafures, but he had never heard of 
thofe Princefles being In a ftate of rebellion I 
Sir Elijah Lnpey, on his going to Chunar, 
and Mr. Haftings, on his return, had botii 
vifited him at his cantonments, but from 
neither of them had he heard a fingle word 
of the rebellion. — Col. Achmuty being crois- 
examined by Mr. Haftings' Counfel, was 
afl;ed, whether It was the cuftom of the 
latter gentleman to fpeak of public bufinefs 
at table ? He replied, that he had never 
been in the confidence of Mr. Haftings. — He 
was afked, if the Begums, fuppofing they 
had intended to drive the Englifli from Oude, 
had ftrength fufficient to accomplifli fuch a 
purpofe ? He replied in the negative. He 
faid further, that the accompliftiment of 
fuch a projeft was, in his opinion, impoffi.r 
ble. He had heard of the complaints of the 
inhabitants of ISarach againft Col. Hannay ; 
and, as far as he could learn, their opinion of 
that gentleman was very unfavourable, or 
rather It was a very bad one ; but of the 
grounds of that opinion the witnefs could 
fay nothing of his own knowlcd^. 
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Be:ng queftioncd with refpcft to opprcf- 
#on, the wltnefs replied, chat *' he did Mt 
** believe fr9m tb« general character 
•• of Mr, HaftingSf that he would opprefs any 
« body' 

Lord Cathcart afked fome queftions. Th's 
witnds being difmifled, further written evi- 
.dience was proceeded on till five o" clock, 
when the Court adjourned. 



TWENTY-SEVEKTH DaY. 

Wednesday, May 21. 

The proceedings were on this day rcfumed 
by reading various extrads from the Perfian 
Corrcfpondence, &c. for the purpofe of 
|>roving the devices that had been uftd to 
▼eil in myftery the tranfadions which gave rife 
to the prtfent charge ; — that the corrcfpond- 
ence which ftiould have been prefcrved fully, 
fairly, and explicitly, for th5 information of 
M". Haftings' conftituents, had been garbled 
and mutilated ^ and that, leil this fhould 
|>rove infufficlent, a fubomation of letters, as 
Mr. Sheridan termed, it, had taken place ; 
that is, letters were prdcuied as coming from 
feveral of the natives, but who were fo far 
from writing them, that they were as ignorant 
ef the contents, as averfe to the fentiments 
which they contained. 

In the courfe of their reading, 'Major 
Scott was called in, and a pafTage from his 
examination the laft time he appeared was 
read. He faid, ihat he was afked if any 
comrfiunication had paflcd relative toprefents 
through him, from Mr. Larkins ? — to which 
he had anfwered, by relating the extent of 
the communication. — That a fccond queflion 
was put, if any other communication had pair- 
ed ? — to which he had anfwered No, fuppofmg 
it ftill to refer to Mr. Larkins ; but upon pe- 
rufing the Minutes 0/ the Evidence, he found 
that the queftion was general, and therefore 
he begged leave to fay, that he had a com- 
munication with Mr. Devaynes, the Chair- 
man of the Direftion, in June or July 1785, 
to whom he wrote every particular relative 
to the prefents that it was in Mr. Haftings's 
power to give. He alfo begged leave now to 
anfwer pofitively to a queftion which a noble 
Lord had put to him the laft day lie was ex- 
Jiminedj for he found, from the Admiralty 
difpatches, that the Nymph was fent from 
■ Trincomale by Sir Edward Hughes, on the 
.15th of January 1782, with an account of 
the capture of that place and Negapatnam. 

Earl Camden, without meaning the flighr- 
tft rcfledlion on the Hon. Gentleman under 
examination, faid it was irregular and in- 
formal to correct any evidence at a diftance » 
of time after it was given. 

Mr. Sheridan alkcd Major Scott, when he 
had found* cut the nnuft^e in hits evid^fHf ' 



which he willed to correal ? The Maj#r 
faid, he wiflied to corredl no miftake, for be 
had . made none ; but one queftion put to 
him migiit bear two conftrudions. He had 
fuppofcd it to relate to Mr. Larkins, and had 
anfwered it correflly; but the moment he 
faw it in the Minutes, he found that the 
q\ieftion was general, and therefore hewiftied 
to ftate the anfwer corrcfpondent with the 
fa£b. He did not wifli to alter one word o^ 
any evidence he had given. 

Here fonne altercation took place between 
Mr. Sheridan and Major Scott — the former 
aflerting, that there was a contradidlion be- 
tween his evidence and the UCt^ relative to 
the firft information given by Mr. Hafting* 
of the prefents from Ciieyt Sing. 

The Lord, Chancellor aiked Major Scott, 
how he reconciled that contradirtion ? who 
replied, that without having the Minutes be- 
fore him, he would boldly fay, there was not 
the flighteft contradiftion between his evi- 
dence and the fadl j but that the Hon. Ma- 
nager, by introducing the word Board in Ills 
fpeech, which was not in Major Scott*s evi- 
dence, had attempted to fix upon him the 
charge of contradidion ; but that he was 
confident, if their Lord(hips would have the 
goodnefs to turn to the evidence he had the 
honour to give when laft before them, they 
would find it pc-*fe6lly corre6^. The Major 
further faid, that as fuon as he read the Mi- 
nutes" of the Evidence at Mr. Cowper*s tw© 
days ago, he faw that he had adualiy mifun- 
dcrftood one queftion put to him, which in- 
ftead of being, as he fuppofed it was, a quef- 
tion confined to Mr. Larkins, was in fa£^ a 
general queftion, and might apply to anf 
communication with any perfon. 

The evidence of Major Scott being 
finifhed, 

Other written documents were read, t» 
ihew that the refumpticn of the jaghires, and 
the feizurc of ilie Begums treafures, were fo 
far from having been propofed by the Nabob, 
or from being agreeable to him, that he had 
done every thing in his power to prevent 
them ; nay,thatMr. Middleton and Mr. John- 
fon, the Afliftant Refident, had ventured to 
fufpend, for fome few days, the execution of . 
the Govemor-Generars orders, for troops to 
march to Fyzabad for the purpofe of feizing 
the treafures, becaufe they faw that the Na- 
bob had an unconquerable reluftance to th^ 
ftep, and were apprehenfive of the mod 
dangferous confequences from meafures,^vhich 
none appeared forward to promote but thf 
Nabob's Minifters and the Englifti. 

The Managers caufed next to be read a 
minute of Council, held at Calcutta after the 
departure of Mr. Haftings, and after Mr, 
(now 5i>John) Magphorfpp l»d fuceeeded to 
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llse govsrnment* This minute proved, that 
from the year 17S1 to the year 1785, the 
Company's official Perfian tranflator had not ^ 
been called upon to tranflate any Perfian cor- 
rcfpondence, except during a fhort period, 
when Major Davy, the confidential Secre- 
tary of Mr. Haftings, was abfent on fome bu- 
fincfs on which that gentleman had difpatch- 
ed him — That, after the departure of Mr. 
Haftings for Europe, a trunk full of Perfian 
letters was delivered to the tranflator by a 
Mr. Scott at Calcutta. — The Managers had 
proved, in afi early ftage of the bufinefs, that, 
though the whole of the Perfian correfpon- 
dence was carried on in the name of, and by 
the Governor-General only, yet he was 
bound, by the Company's orders, to com- 
municate to the Council, all Perfian letters at 
the next fitting after the receipt of them \ aod 
this day they proved, that the Perfian corref- 
pondence had, for near five years, been fup- 
prefilcd, an4 withheld from tlie knowledge of 
the Council. 

After this a letter was read from the Nabob 
•o Mr. Haftings, in which he complained, 
that from the manner in which his country 
was harrafifed by the Englifti gentlemen fta- 
tioned in it, his life had become a burden to 
him j that who would might govern his do- 
minions, for he was refolved to abandon 
them, and repair to Calcutta to refide with 
Mr, Haftings. 

Various other letters were >ead relative 
to the refumptidn of the jaghires, in which 
not fo much as a trace could be found of a 
charge that the Begums had been guilty of 
rebellion. 

The Managers ofifered m evidence fome 
letters which had been deKvered to the Houfc 
of Commons by Sir Elijah Impey. The 
Counfel for Mr. Haftings obfei-ved, that thefc 
letters ought to be authenticated before they 
could be read at tlieir Lordfliips bar : their 
having been authenticated before the Houfe 
•f Commons was no reafon why their Lord- 
ftiips (hould admit them as evidence at pre- 
fent, without any further proof. The Ma- 
. nagers admitting the objc^ion, called 
Sir ELIJAH IMPEY 
to authenticate the letters in queftion. He 
was afked whether they were not the fame 
that he had delivered to the Houfe of Com- 
mons. 

Sir Elijah begged leave to remark, before 
be (houM anfwer the queftion, that he was 
▼cry much at a lofs how to give evidence 
without expofing himfelf to cenfure : he had 
been charged in another place with having 
£iven his teftimony before their Lordfliips in 
a contumacious, arrogant, andinfulting man- 
ner. 

^iere he W9$ xaterrupted by Mr« Shexidani 



wlx> fa'id that he hoped th^r Lordfliips woukl 
not fuffer the witnefs to entertain the Court 
with what had pafled in another pUce, refpeft- 
ing the evidence he had given, but would di- 
rcSt him to give a plain anfwer to a plain 
queftion that had been put to him. 

The Lord Chancellor obferved, that th* 
witnefs not having ftated anyobjedion to tb* 
queftion, he would of courfe proceed to an- 
fwer it. 

Sir* Elijah replied, that he felt a peculiat 
degree of embarraflhient in his fitUatioa : it 
had been faid of him elfewhere, that he had 
fpoken more like an accufer than a ;perfoii 
Aocufed) though he was not confcious of 
having held any language, in the courfe of 
his evidence, that could have afforded the 
leaft room for fuch an obfervation. His em- 
barralTment was increafed by tliis circum- 
ftance, that he ftood accufed in another 
place of high crimes and mifdemeanors, and 
the evidence which he fliould give upon 
the prefent trial, might be turned againft 
himfclf. . 

Mr.* Fox, addrefl[ing the Court, faid, it 
was VC17 diforderly in the witnefs to fpeak of 
things that had pafifed in a place where ho 
himfelf could not, or, at leaft, ought not to hav» 
been. If he really had been there, he reported 
very unfaithfully what ho had heard ; but if h« 
had ftated it ever fo corredly, their Lordfliipa 
knew very well, that, confidering the place 
where tlie expreflions of which the witnefs 
was fpeaking had been, or were fuppofed to 
have been ufed, they could not poiTibly take 
any cognizance of them. 

Sir Elijah then faid, that he would fay no 
more upon that fubje<£l, but would proceed 
to anfwer the queftion put by the Hon. Ma- 
nager, regardlefs of the diiHculties thrown in 
his way, the embarraflmcnts to which he 
was expofed, and the fnarei that were laid for 
him. 

Here Mr. Fox interpofed again, and with 
great warmth called upon their Lordfliips 
to reprimand the witnefs for tKe expreffion he 
had ufed, and applied to the Managers ading 
in the name and behalf of the Commons of 
England. — It had proceeded from a leveliin^ 
principle, by which he would endeavour to 
bring perfons fo acting down to a level with 
himfelf. — Such a principle it was the duty of 
the Managers to refift, and they muft cer- 
tainly do what their duty pointed out. 

The Lord Chancellor faid, that, fitting as 
he was there, as the Speaker of the Houfe, he 
could not pronounce any cen£i:rc or opinion 
of the Houfe without the fpecial dlreftion of 
their Lordfliips j at the fame time he wae 
ready to fay, that it was improper tliat alter- 
cations fliould take place, whai tvidescewM 
what >vas expe<^ed. 
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Mr. Fox fllll contended, that their Lord- 
Ihips ought to take notice of the very extra- 
ordinary expreffion of the witnefs to a Com- 
inittee of the Houfe of Commons ; and he 
thought the lead that could be done on fuch 
an occafion, would be to admonijh the witnefs 
on the fubjeft. 

The Lord Chancellor replied, that without 
having recourfe to their Ljrdfhips for their 
opinion, he might lay it down as a general 
pofition, that witneflcs were bound to 
treat with every mark of refpeft Managers 
appointed by the Houfe of Commons to con- 
dafl an impeachment. 

Mr. Fox faid, that what the noble and 
learned Lord had juft expreffed was as much 
as the Managers defired. 

Sir Elijah Impey then faid, by way of apo- 
loj^ to the Managers, that he meant no of- 
fence to the Managers ; that it was not his 
intention to treat them with infolence or dif- 
refpcft. 

This little frmta\ having thus terminated, 
the witnefs anfwered the queftion put to him, 
and authenticated the papers, by declaring 
they were the fame that he had, on a former 
occafion, delivered to the Houfe of Com- 
mons. Great numbers of other letters were 
read to and from the Begum, Mr. Middleton, 
Hyder Beg Khan, and Mr. Haftings, relative 
to the refumption of the jaghires. From the 
Begum's letters it appears, that (he conftamly 
urged the Britifli guarantee as her complete 
fecurity for the enjoyment of her eftates j (he 
ne\'-er dreamt of having forfeited t!iat guaran- 
tee by any aft oi rebellion : She ^faid, the 
Englilh had already her fon's dominions in 
their hands, that they yielded annually four 
€>orti^ or 4,000,0001. fterling : ■ (he afkcd if 
this revenue was not enough to fatisfy them, 
and of what little addition to fo immenfe a 
fum could her jaghires be ? She faid, if they 
w^refeized, (Jie wopld quit ^the country for 
ever ; and (he concluded by wilhing, — "^ If 
** I am to be banilhed from my country, niay 
*' the God of Nations refufe his peace to thofe 
*' who afterwards (hall re(ide therein.***-— 
The patljai of her grief was a,lfo unimpaired 
by the Oriental manner of her expreflion— 
♦' Mine eyes (faid Ihe) are as a mill, and 
*' tears are as the grain which drop therc- 
** from.** 



At five o'clock the Court adjourned. 



TWINTY-EIGHTH DaY. 

Thursday,. May 22. 

As foon as the Court was feated, 
Mr. PURLING, 
the gentleman who had preceded Mr. Mid- 
dleton in the Refidency at Lucknov/, was 
called to the bar, and was examined by the 
Earl of Suffolk refpefting tlie difpofition of 
the. Begums, and the circumftances of the 
Province of Oude, at the time when he was 
in office. Speaking to the firfr part of the 
que(tion, his evidence was decifive, that no 
fymptom of difaffeftion to the Englifh inte- 
refts had manifefted itfelf during hisf refi- 
dence : — In the fecond, he di redly contra- 
dided the evidence of Capt. Edwards. 

The latter gentleman had declared that he 
had never remarked, or heard of a drought in 
the territory of Oude whilft he was there. 
On the other hand Mr. Purling fwore, that 
during a whole year which he paflTed in the 
country, and which vras one of the feven or 
eight years that Capt. Edwards refided in it, 
there had been fo great a drought, that he did 
not remember there had been more than thre$, 
days rain during the whole year. 

After this witnefs had withdrawn, Mr- 
Sheridan caufed fome letters from Mr. Haft- 
ings to be read, to prove, that though in his 
narrative he had declared the refiftance of the 
Begums to the refumption of their jaghires, 
CO have been the caufe that made him feizc 
the treafures of the PrincefTes j the treafures, 
in fad, had been feized three months before 
that period, and that confequently the reafon 
affigned by Mr. Haftings for feizing them 
was founded in falfehood. 

Mr. Sheridan alfo produced evidence to 
prove, that the account which Mr. Haftings 
fubmitted to the Council at Calcutti, of ^his 
proceedings v^ith refpcft to the Begums, as 
well as to Cheyt Sing, and which account 
had procured him the approbation of the 
Council, was, as Mr. Sheridan, termed it, a 
firing of falCehoods. ^ 

After a great variety of papers had been 
read^ Mr. Sheridan defired that 

Sir ELIJAH IMPEY 
might be called. — The witnefs having ap- 
peared, he was afked, if he would be glad 



* This prayer of a female made all the Court laugh very heartily. 

In another inftanoe there was fome entertainment : The Begum, in a letter to Mr. Haft 
ings, faid, " (he was accufed of oppo(ing Mr. John Gordon, by her Aumcel ;*' and (he added, ' 
*' Mr. John Gordon is with you j you may a(k him yourfelf of the truth, and then it will be 
** difcovered.** A laugh followed, and the eyes of the Lords and the audience were turned 
tltowards Capt. Gordon, who fat m the front feat of Sir Peter Burrel*s box. 

Mr. Shciidan faid, the Counfel for Mr. Haftings gave him to underftand, that the laugh 
w.)s, becaufe Captain Gordon was prefent ; but that he would not call hixn| as heluul taken • 
no Aotlce in liis affidavit of the letter fafi had writwa to the Begum« 
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f>t having an opportunity of corrc£ling his 
evidence, if it fhould ajipear to him that he 
had, in any part, fallen into contradiftions ? 
He replied in the affirmative. Mr. Sheridan 
then defired the Clerk would read to him the 
evidence he gave before the Houfe of Com- 
mons relative to the opinion he had given to 
Mr. Haftings of the legality of feizing the 
Begums jaghires. — The Hon. Manager then 
aflced, if the witnefs perceived no variance 
between what h6 had jufl heard read, and the 
evidence he had delivered at their Lordfliips* 
bar ? Sir Elijah faid he perceived there was a ' 
variance, arifmg from the maccurate way in 
v/hich he had expreHbd himfelf before the 
Comtnons; for, from what he had fald 6t- 
fore them, it might be inferred that t'he re- 
bellion of the Begums was raging at the time 
when he (the witnefs) was gmng his opinion 
to Mr. Haftings, which was not the cafe ; 
for at that time the rebellion might be faid 
to have fubfided. — On a crofs -examination 
by Lord Portchelter and others, he faid, that 
when he gave it as his opinion to Mr. Haft- 
ings, that the Nabob might lawfuUy feize the 
property of a fnbjeA in rebellion, he knew 
nothing at all of the Company being bound 
to guarantee that property ; he did not know 
that any fuch guarantee exiiled, and there- 
fore it could not have had any weight with 
him in the opinion he had given to Mr. Ha(l- 
ings. — Upon this he was aflced If he had ever 
fecn the treaty of Chunar ? He faid he had ; 
that Mr. Halllngs had given him a copy of it 
loon after it was concluded. He was aiked, 
if he had not found in that treaty a clear and 
diflind^ mention of the Englifh guarantee, 
under which the Begums held their pro- 
perty ? He rqplled, that he wiflied to fee the 
treaty of Chunar, that he might be fure 
tliere was any mention of the guarantee in 
it. Mr. Fox (aid, the witnefs muft not fee 
the treaty now for the purpofe for which he 
called for it ; for ^ the Managers did not want 
to learn from the witnefs what was ad^ually 
in the treaty, becaufe they could learn that by 
reading it j but they wanted the witnefs to 
tell their Lord/hips, whether, having read 
that treaty, before he gave the opinion in 
queilion to Mr. Hadings, he was really ig- 
norant of the exigence of the guarantee. He 
replied, that he had read the treaty, but that 
he was neverthelefs unacquainted, at the time 
alluded to, with the exiftence of the gua- 
rantee. Mr. Burke aflced him, if oi}e charge 
againil the Bow Begum was not tliat (he , 
wanted to dethrone the reigning Nabob, her 
fon, and to place Saadit Ally on the throne 
in his ftead ? The witnefs faid he had heard 
fo from report. Ke was alked, if he believed 
that report^? He anrwered that he di<J.-^^ 
He wa5 aded who Saadit Ally v/as? He 



faid he undcrftood he was a mor^ favoured 
fon of the Begum than the reigning Nabob 
was. — Mr. Burke wi(hed to know if the wit- 
nefs knew or believed that Saadit Ally was 
the Begum's fon ? He declared that he 
thought fo, becaufe he liad always heard him 
called the Nabob's brother ; but from what 
he had heard this day, he believed he was not 
fon to the Begum, but of another woman 
who had borne him to the late Nabob. Mr, 
Burke then afked. If It was proper for the 
witnefs to believe, againfl all probability, a re- 
port that the Begum wlihed to dethrone her 
ownfotty in favour of another perfon not her 
fon } and whether it became him to give ad- 
vice about a family of which he knew fo 
little ? He replied, that when he gave his ad* 
vice to Mr. Haftings, it was upon thtfuff" 
Jttutt that the report of a rebellion was true | 
but that he was not refponfible for the truth 
or falfity of that report. 

He v^as aflced, if he had caufed the con- 
tents of the affidavits fwom by the natives at 
Lucknow, to be explained to thofe who 
nude them ? He faid he had not, becaufe he 
prefumed that thofe wlio came with affidavits 
ready drawn up were acquainted with the 
contents of them. He was aflced, if he was 
fure that the perfons who figned thofe affida- 
vits in his prefence were, in fa6l, the perfons 
defcribed in the affidavits as tlie deponents ? 
He faid h6 could not pofitively fay they were ; 
but he prefimud they were j they weie for the 
moft part black officers in Colonel Hannay*s 
regiment, or perfons belonging to the officers j 
and as they were introduced to the witnefs^ 
by Colonel Hannaiy, he fuppofed they would 
not venture to aflVune names that did not be- 
long to them, or perfonate other men. He 
was aflced, if he was fure that the Hindoos 
had been fwom, in the way ufual among 
Hindoos ? He really did not recbUea whe- 
ther the Hindoos had made affidavits before 
him \ if they had, he W no doubt but be 
made them take the oath in the ordinary way 
among the Hindoos, ^hich was this : A Bra- 
min attends with a brafs bafon, filled with 
water from the Ganges } into this water the 
deponent puts his haxtid,' whilft the Bramirt 
|Mt)nounces the form of the' oath, and th«a the 
witnefs declares that what he is going to fay 
(hall be the truCb. He was aflced, whether 
fonae of the deponents had not bieen admitted 
to fwear two, nay three affidavits in the fan:e 
day ? He replied,' that he haid no recoile£lion of 
any fuch thing j batitfpbruling the affidavits 
lately, he found that fuch a thing had hap- 
pened.— Hft Swaf aflced, finally, if he was 
fure that Mr. Haftings had recorded all the 
affidavits taken by the witnefs ; or whether 
tlie affidavits which had been recorded w^re 
really thoie which the witnefs had uken ? Sic 
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Elijah laid, that all the affidavits which he 
h:.<* taken, he delivered to Mr. Haftings ; but 
whether he recorded them a//, or whether 
ihofc v/hich he had recorded were really thofe 
which he (Sir Elijah) had taken, he was not 
able to tell. 

Capt. JAQUES 
was next called. He proved that Bahar and 
JCwar Ally Khan, the Begum's Minifters, 
had been prifoncrs in his cuftody, and that, 
by order from the Britifti Refident at Luck- 
now, he had put them in irons. He proved, 
that on one occafion he had, at the defire of 
the prifoners, made an application for leave to 
take off their irons, bccaufe they had taken 
phyficj but his application, hefaid, was not 
attended- vAth the wifhed-for fuccefs — the 
Refident informed him that they were the 
Nabob's prifoners, and he (the Refrdent) 
cculd do nothing in the bufinefs. — But it 
appeared that* the troops, by which the pri- 
foners were guarded, were part of the Com- 
pany's 2cth regiment of fepoys, and were 
•ommanded by the witnefs, who was a Cap- 
lain in the Company's fervice. 

The Managers produced fome copies of 
letters, written by the Englifh Refident to 
Captain Jaques. 

The Counfd for the prifoner obje<^ed to 
their produ6(ion on the ground, that though 
C^t. Jaques f«rore that their tenor was the 
fame, they could not be proved to have been 
copied exafily from the originals which were 
deftroyed. — This objc£tion being held good, 
the Managers were proceeding to interrogate 
Capt. Jaques as to his recoUeftion of the con- 
tents of thofe papers 5 — but this was again 
refifted by the Counfel, who urged that the 
Managers had no right to put leading quef- 
tio^s to their witnefles. 

Mr. Sheridan in reply, infifted very ftrong- 
ly, that the Managers were not to be bound 
by tetbnical foims on this occafion ; neither 
were tliey bound to confider thofe perfons 
as their evidence who were perpetually clofet- 
ed with the Counfel for the prifoner y — per- 
fons who by accident called in on his folicitor; 
"^by accident converfcd there with his agtnt, 
and who were by accident prepared for every 
queftion, w!iich was not put too ftrongly for 
refi fiance, and too clof . ly for evaficn. 

Capt. Jaques then went through a long 
e prnination refperiing the treatment of the 
prifoncrs wliil.1 in his cuftody. The Minlf- 
tcrs cf the Lc^um, it appeared, hdd peti- 



tioned to be rcleafed at one time from thdf 
irons,* for the purpofe of taking fome necef- 
fary medicines. The witnefs, as humanity 
required, had communicated their defire to 
Mr. Midditton ; — but was anfwered, " that 
" the prifoners were able to pay the fum of 
*' tivehe^ lacks demanded from them— that 
" on payment of thefe, they Hiould be dif- 
" charged altogether 5 — but that until the« 
*' every indulgence muft be withheld.'* 
At live o'clock the Court adjourned. 



Twenty-ninth Day. 

Tuesday, May 27. 

The proceedings were commenced by a 

fhort reading of the correfpondence between 

Capt. Jaques and Mr. Middleton, when the 

-former was Commandant at Fyzabad. — It 
related folely to the treatment of Bahar 
AJly Khan, ahd Jewar Ally Khan, the 
Minifters of the Begums, whilft they were 
confined, for the purpo'e jof enforcing thm 
payment of fix lacks and a half, ftated to be 
the balance due to the Company. 
When tlie letters had been read, 
Capt. JAQUES 
was called to the bar, and examined. He 
faid, that the Begums' Miniflers, Bahar and 
Jewar Ally Khan, had been delivered into his 
ciiilody, as prifoners, by Major Naylor, 
when the witnefs with his battalion relieved 
the Major and his detachment at Fyzabad. 
They were confined, he faid, to the houfe of 
Jewar Ally Khan, which was an elegant and 
commodious habitation; and they had the 
liberty of walking in a large garden belong- 
ing to it J but at the fame time they were 
in ironsy and fo clofely fettered, that tliey 
could not ftep above a foot at a time : one of 
the prifoners was reputed to be worth a 
million fterling, but the other was not thought 
to have mucli wealth lying by him, as he had 
laid out a great part of his fortune in building. 
He faid, they were not debarred of fociety *, as 
only fuch perfons were kept from feeing tliem 
as were fufpefted of being dangerous to the 
State : Goulafs Roy, a perfon in the pay of the 
Company, pointed out to the witnefs the per- 
fons whom he was not to fuffer the prifoners 
to fed. All letters fent to the prifoners were 
opened, and fuch only were delivered to them 
as the witnefs did not think to be of any im- 

, portancs. 

It was the duty of the witnefs to guard the 
Khord Mahal, where the women belonging 



* The Co'ii^.fe^ for the prifoner kfkcd, wh'*:ier. they were not indulged with dances and 
every other aniufcnient ? The Lord Chancellor flared,' and afkcd, if the prifoners \vere not 
in irons .' This arccialion inflantly convulfod the Court with laughter, at the idea of an 
nllcmund In faitrs ' — The C&unlel, after waiting fonie time, until the general gravity wa« 
rt-flcrcc!, {?\<\ t'i.;t he did rot fpcak of dancing as an exercifc on the part of the prilbn^rs, 
but a? aiicxjjibitioii, preferited lor tlleir enccrtainment. 



r 67 ]' 



to the late Nabob wsrc kept. 'He faid, thefe 
were not the wivesy but the concubines of 
the late Sovereign, wlio, though of low ex- 
tradVion, and fome of them picked up in the 
market-place for his pleafurcs, were held too 
(acred to be fuffered to return back into the 
world to live with their families, and were 
kept for life in the Khord Mahal, after they 
had been honoured with the embraces of tlie 
Prince, at whofe expence they were main- 
tained. Captain Jaques faid, he ufed no 
other reftraint towards thefe women, tlian to 
caufc them to be fearched (by a female) if 
they went abroad in their doolies, or covered 
beds, to take the aii;. He had it. in command 
to prevent any one from carrying jewels, mo- 
ney, or valuable effects, lell the Nabob and 
the Company ihould be thus defrauded of 
the wealth which they wanted to take from 
the. Begums, with whofe palace the Khord 
Mahal communicated. It appeared, how- 
ever, that the reftraint was in the beginning 
fomewhat greater, becaufe no woman was 
jCuffered to go out of the Khord Mahal ; and 
fo ftri^ly was this point obfervjjd, that fome 
females who went into the Khord Mahal, to 
▼Ifit their relations there, were taken in la- 
bour, but could not get out to be carried 
home, until leave was given to the witnefs to 
permit them to return home. He faid, the 
women of the late Nabob were certainly, at 
one time, in very great diftrefs ; which he 
thought was occafioned by the negligence of 
the eimuch, Litafit Ally Khan, who had re- 
ceived the annual allowance for their fupport, 
but had not applied it as he Hiould have 
done. He faid, Sumpftiire Khan was alfo a 
prifoner in his cuflody, and confined with 
the eunuchs Bahar and Jewar Ally Khan, 
but he was not in irons like the latter j and 
yet he was in no ipore danger of efcaping 
than wd^ thofe fettered ; indeed, he ob- 
ferved, confidcring the precautions that had 
been ufed to fecure them, it would have 
been a miracle if they had efcaped: — the 
fetters that had been put upon the Begums 
Minifters, he admitted, were intended as a 
fevcritjf, rather than as a preventive of an 
efcape *. — ^Here the examination of the wit- 
nefs ended, gnd he was informed he njight 
withdraw. 

After Capt. Jaques had been examined, 
the Managers dcfired that the Clerk would 
read, from Mr. Middleton*s letter-book, the 
letters which paflcd between that gentleman 
and Major Gilpin, to whom Capt. Jaques, 



on being relieved at Fyzabad, turned ov«r 
the prifoncrs. The Counfel objefted to tiie 
reading of thofe letters. They faid, the 
Managers muft firft prove that fuch letters 
had ever been in exiftence ; next, that th« 
originals had been deftroyed, or were* in fuch 
a place tliat they could not be produced ; 
and laflly, that the tranfcripts of them in 
Mr. Middleton's book were faithful and 
accurate. 

The Managers replied, that tlie obje<Sl:Ion 
was very unexpeftcd, as the authenticity of 
Mr. Middleton's books had been long finc« 
eftablifhed, and many letters had been read 
from them, and received as evidence by their 
LordiTiips. However, to fave time and ar- 
gument, they would call Mr. Middlcton to 
prove th^ particular letters in quellion. Mr. 
Middleton was accordingly called, and he 
faid, that the originals of the 1 rttcrs in quef- 
tion were now in the Refident's office at 
Luc!\nov/, and that the copies of them in 
his books were faithful and accurate. Being 
examined as to one in particular, v^Titten by 
hjmfelf to Major Gilpin, he faiti it was « 
true copy of an original he had fcnt to thaf . 
gentleman. — The Managers were then goin^ 
to read it, when the Counfel for the prifoner 
again interfered, '4nd obfci-ved, that it ougljt 
to be proved that this letter had ever reachoiJL 
Major Gilpin. The bcft evidence in the 
world on that head would be t'le evidence of 
Major Gilpin himfelf, who was then in 
Court, and whom the H<m. Managers might 
call if they pleafed. 

The Managers <jid not think it ncceflary 
to call that gentleman to prove the receipt 
of the letter in queftion ; for that was not a 
point in any degree fo material as was this-^ 
That the Refident at Lucknow was acquainted 
with the fufFeriogs of Bah^r and Jewa^ Ally 
Khan, and of the ladies in the Khord Ma^ 
hal j for as it was his duty to make thofe 
fufferings known to the Governor- General, 
fo it muft be prefumed that the latter was 
not unacquainted with them, and yet took no 
ftep to put an end to them — But they had 
another reafon for not oalling Major Gilpin— 
If he was called by the Mr.najrers, the Coun- 
fel for the prifoner would g)nfiderhimas the 
witnefs o( the Managers, who. in that cafe 
would be bound, by a former refolutlon of 
their Lordftiips, from putting certain quef- . 
tions to him j which would give the Coun- 
fel a handle for faying, that ths Managers 
were attempting to lead their own witnefs. 



* Capt. Jaques was crofs -examined by the Counfel for Mr. Haftjngs, refpe^ing the fitu- 
ation of the houfe of Jewar Ally Khan, the Jecond place in which the MIniiters were con., 
fined, and particularly with regard to the extent of the gardens. Mr. Sheridan obfjrved, 
that if the fituation was proved to be a perfe(fb Faradife^ jt would clfe<5l nothing in ^hc 
Iptrefent inftancc, as the prifoners were not permitted to enjoy an^ oi \X% V>cc.^^\5..* 
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Thc7 had rather thcrcfpre that Major Gilpin 
vvas called by the prifoner, as then they 
might put fuch queftions to him as the 
Court would not fuffer them to put if he 
v^as to be confidercd as tlieir own witncfs. 

The Lord Chancellor wlftied to know what 
was the determination of both fides ; if both . 
perfifted in their opinions, then their Lord- 
ililps would adjourn to their own Hpufe, 
and wvr.gh the arguments on both fides. — 
The CouniU faud, they cQuld not recede from 
their obje^ion. The Managers begged leave 
to withdraw for a while to confult. In half 
an hour they returned, when Mr. Fox in- 
formed their Lordfhips, that, for the purpcfe 
of faving time, the Managers would admit 
the objcfticn of the learned Counfcl» though 
tlicy believed themftlves able to overturn it 
in argument ; they admitted it, however, 
only on tliis occafiop, rcfcrving to thcmfclves 
a right of combating it, if it (hoijld be urge4 
again, on a point which the Managers 
Should deem of more import?iice than the 
■prefcnt. 

They thci> called Major Gilpin, who 
proved, that the copies produced of the coi'- 
refpondence between him ao^l the Refident at 
tucknow, were faithful and accurate. They 
were tt)en read ; b^t nothing occurred in 
diem worth reni^embrance, except thie requeft 
to ^ Mr. Middleton, that he would fend a 
V larger pair of fetters, as thofe which he 
^ had fent would pot fit the feet o( the 
*• eunuch." 

• the Counfel for Mr. Haftings then cxa- 
fnined the witners.----He laid^ the prisoners 
. |>ad been treated with every mar)c of refped, 
except in the reilraint laid upon them, and 
the fetters with whicfi they were bound. — 
The Begums, he faid, had feveral thoufand 



msn in arms at Fyzabad, who appeare<| a« if 
they were preparing to engage the troops un- 
der his command, who were 2000 in num- 
ber, and had four pieces of cannon ; and he 
had heard, that they had threatened to fire 
upon one of his oi!icers. He was examined 
.with refpeft to the property in the treafures 
pofleflcd by the Begums : he thought tho 
prefent. Nabob, as heir to his depeafed father, 
was entitled to the bed part of thofe trea- 
fures ; but this, he faid, was only a matter 
of opinion, or more properly fpeaking, a 
queflipn of /aw, upon which he was unable 
to decide. 

The croft-cpcamination did not conclude 
this day.— -At twenty minutes paft fiyp 
o'clock the Lords adjpnmed. 



T|iiRTiETH Day. 
Wednesday, May 28. 
Mr. Sheridan obfcrved to the Court, that 
on perufal of the evidence printed under the 
authority of their Lordfhips, he difcovered 
many deviations from the evidence as de!t- 
Ycred at the bar : he was fure, however, that 
they had arifen, not from dcfign, but from 
hurry. He intended to propofe fome mode 
for cOrredUng what was wrong in the printed 
account ; but as he wi/hed not to interfere 
with the learned Counfel, wlio, he under- 
flood, was going to crofs-examine Majof 
Gilpui, he would poflpone the propoiltion he 
had to make to another opportunity, 

The Court then proceeded to the further 
examination of Major Gilpin, and his cor- 
refpondence ♦ from Fyzabad, at the time 
he coinlmanded that garrlfon. He was after- 
wards crofe-examined by Mr. Plumer, one of 
the Counfel for Mr. Haftings. The evidence 
produced by this crpfs-cxamina^pn was in 



* Major Gilpin adyifed throughout hU correfpondence with Mr. Middletoo, that mo* 
derate meafurct miglti't be ufed, which woi^ld be much more likely to fycceed, and that lie 
Ibad no doubt but that, widi the monies alriady received, he fhould be able to recover the 
jCompany^s <Jcbt. * Tluit fuch meafures might likewife prevent mych maffacre and blood- 
fhed. He had alrca^^y received' (our and a half lacks of rupees in part thereof, by the falc 
of the PfipcefTes efFeifts and wardrobe, and other fums, making one lapk more. Mr. 
Middleton; notwithflariding, in^ftejl that no guard fhould be withdrawn from their 
pake, or any lenity ufwl, till the whole was discharged, which was little more than 
fix lacks. ' * 

Letters were read from the B^ms themfelves, fetting forth their diftrefled and pitiable 
fituation ; and one from thjp Major to Mr. Bril^ow, ftating that their women were crying 
for hunger—tliat they wete nearly famifhed, having had only a fcanty allowance of rice 
for fc\eriil days, and that they begged' to be aik)wed to earn their daily bread ; in confe- 
quence of which he had advanced them money, their diftreifss being fo great. He again 
a^vlfed moderate meafures ; nor did he , believe, that whUe the eunuchs Jewarand Bahar 
Ally Khan were confined prifoners, |;:iey fhould ever recover the Company's balance. 

At Lhgtli, when Mr. Briftow was appointed Refident at Lucknow, they were releafed, 
which occafioned the groateft joy throughout Fyzabad. Major Gilpin in one letter fays, 
♦* they Hied tears of joy 5" and « that the fcene was, according to Triftram Shandy'l 
f* txpitiiion,' fit only to be fccn by a f*;ntimental traveller.*' 

fubfbiDc^ 
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fubftance-— That the reftraints under which 
the women in the Khord Mahal were put, 
were not intended to prevent the admiflion 
of provifions or necsffaries into their habita- 
tion, but the carrying out of it any money 
pr valuable effefts, — That, by order from the 
Nabob, the witnefs had enlarged Bahar and 
Jewar Ally Khan j and having np orders 
either to detain or enlarge Sump(hire Khan, 
IjefufFered hini to depart, taking thepromifc 
and engagement of the two foriper to produce 
' him whenever he (hould be called for. — That 
the general report of the cpuntry charged the 
Begums with difaffeflion to the Engliih, and 
rebellion ; that he believed the report at firft, 
but he had afterwards difbelieved it, as far as 
jt related to the Bow Begum, whom he ac- 
quitted in his own mind, as foon as he iiad 
read the letters of thanks to her from Colonel 
Hannay and Captain Gordon, and he be- 
lieved her in the end to be the friend of the 
Englifh : all the inhabitants of Fyzabad in 
general, as well as her own dependents, fpoke 
well of her, and acquitted her of any hoilile 
defign againfl the Englifh. But he believed 
at the time, and muft ever continue to be- 
lieve, that the elder Begum, rnother of the 
late Nabob, was difafFeded to the Englifli. 
She had a great body of troops about her pa- 
lace, and appeared to him to be ready to en- 
gage his detachment. — Speaking of this 
Princefs, and alluding to that very occafion, 
Major Gilpin ufed the following very re- 
Xiarkablc expreflion, in one of his letters to 
th© Refidcnt at Lucknow, which letter was 
read :.— " She feems determined to end her 
ilays, as /he has always lived — in m rebel- 
lious BLJizK.*' — Major Gilpin further faid,. 
that having'SiTifted the women in the Khord 
' Mahal with « fum of money, he received 
from the Nabob a letter of reprimand for his 
interference.. — That when he made applica- 
tion to the Refiden^ at Lucknow, for indul- 
gence to the prifon«rs in the cuftody of the 
witnefs, and the women in the palace, he 
received for anfwer, ti'\at it did not reft with 
any one but the Nabob to givedireftions about 
the prifoners, or the perfons in the Zenana 
and Khord MahaL The witnefs, however, 
admitted, that he had drawn upon the Reji- 
dent for the money which he had advanced for 
the ufe of the women in the Khord Mahal, 
and that it was paid j that the Reftdent liad 
fent hsm additional fetters tp put upon the 
prifoners ; and that frQm the Reftdent he had 
received orders to ufe every means in his 
power to procufe the j^ayment of the fums 
demanded of the Begumfl, and alfo a kind of 
reprimand that he had withdrawn fome cen- 
tinejs from about the palace, and had treated 
with the Bow Bejum about terms of accom- 
modation. 



The Managers thought it neceflary to pi* 
fome queftions to the vvitnefs in confequenc« 
of the evidence produced by his crofs-cxa- 
mi nation. The queftions may be known by 
the anfwers. He replied, that he underftoodl ? 
that the elder Begum was difaffefted to the 
English, becaufe when her fon was going to 
war with the Company, prior to the battle of 
Buxar, fhe recommended it to him to exter- 
minate all the Engliih, except twelve officer Sp 
whom (he wiflied he would refer ve to prefent 
to her, for the purpofe of carrying bttr 
p^ianjuin, 

Mr. Sheridan obfcrvcd, that the witnels 
alluded to a period in which the Begum^s 
fon, fo far from owing any friendftiip to the 
Englifti, or being in any degree dependent 
upon them, was aftually at war with them. 
No other expreffion or aft of her life could 
the witnefs know of, produce, or recolle^ 
to prove that fhe had, from the period of the 
battle of Buxar, down to the lime when her 
jaghires were feized, done one fingle aft 
which could be faid to favour of difaffeSiom^ 
much Icfs of rebellion. — Major Gilpin (hidi 
that at the time when he was at Fyzabad, and 
when he apprehended fhe would attack him^ 
and end her days as (he had always lived, in 
a rebellious blaxe, ftie was, he belitvcd, four. 
SCORE YEARS OF AGE.— It was not a little 
Angular, though this expreffion in Major 
Gilpin^s letter would lead the reader to con- 
clude that the life of this old Princefs had 
been a continued fcene of rebellion, yet he 
could not mention one fingle rebiilious aiGt 
done by herf.lf, or by her command. 

He was examined as to the general cha- 
rafter of Mr. Haftings in India. He faid, 
that to the year 1773 his charaOer ftood 
very high all over that country, for integrity, 
abilities, and humanity j but after the efta- 
blilhment of the Supreme Council of Bengal, 
fome difputss had happened in the Council, 
and opinions had got abroad not quite fo fa- 
vourable to the Governor- General. The 
witnefs however faid, that hehimfelf thought 
as highly of him frcm the year 1773, to the 
moment wiien he left India, as all the world 
thought before 1773. He faid alfo, that he 
had not been acquainted with Mr. Haftings 
in India — that the firft place where he was 
introduced to him was at St. Helena, at CoL 
Muir'shoufe, on his return to England. 

A letter I'rom Mr. Briftow to the Fepum 
was read from the Company's Records, 
wiiich Mr. Burke faid he did net produce 
with a view of making their Lc- tlfiiips be- 
lieve it was true^ but, on the contrar , t; r the 
purpofe of fliewirf^, that l.y comparing it 
with the mafs of cv'dencc v.hich they liad 
received on thefubjcft. thty would find that it 
tuas one continued faif bood from the befJMf 
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fii the «r4— This letter, which was recorded 
^y Mr. Haftings in the Bcn^:;.il Secret Con- 
fuhations, ftated, that it was to ihs hu>t:anity 
of Mr. Haftings her Excellency the Bow be- 
gum was indebted for her rclcafe from the 
rellraint that had been put upon her and Iier 
Miniftcrs ; and that, had it not been fcr his 
hufnane interference, the confequcnces to her 
Minifters, and j^erhaps to herfelf, might have 
been ferious in the extreme. — Mr. Eurke 
obferved, that the recording of fuch a letter 
by the perfon who, though it was his duty to 
have protefled tlie I^cgum ajainft all attacks 
upon her eftatcs, both real and perfonal, was 
bimfclf the very perfon who had made the 
Nabob, notvvithftanding his reiu^SJance, to 
plunder his parent, and ftrip her ci' her pro- 
perty, was an attempt to fport wiUi the cre- 
dulity of mankind, to fee how far it might 
be carried in oppofition to reafgn, truth, and' 
Ibund judgement. 

Mr. Middleton was next called to the bar 
by Mr. Sheridan, who faid, he hoped ths 
•vidence on this charge would not take up 
much longer of their Lordfhips' attention. 

Lord Srormont requefted the Hon. Mana- 
■fers would allow him to aflc Mr. Middleton a 
fcv.' queflions on the fubjeft of his former 
rrldcnce, previous to the examination. 

^. On what occafion, in what manner, by 
whofe order, and to whom, did the firft in- 
tention originate, of the refumption of the 
Jaghircs, and of feizing the Begums trea- 
Cttrcs? 

j^. It\ri7inated with the Nabob. 

On its being further preffed, and his for- 
mer examination recited, theanfwcrwas — it 
originated with the Nabob, but had been 
prcvicufly a matter of convcrfation by Sir 
Iliiah Impcy. 

^. When was the firft time that the fub- 
je^ was co«nmunicated to Mr. Haftipj^s ? 

u^. I virrote to Mr. Haftiiigs on the 2d of 
December 1781, which was tlie firfl time. 
The letter recited, that the refumption ci the 
jaghires was an altemUive for feizing the 
treafures» but that the witn.fs fhould do no- 
thing till he knew Mr. Haflings's pleafure. 

^. In the letter of December the 6th fol- 



lowing, to Mr. Hafllngs. what is the mean- 
ing of thefe words contained in it, " tht 
** meafare heretofore fropojed^'' (litre there 
was much perplexity to hioiv what could be thg^ 
meaning of thefe words ; btft after much doubt 
and difficulty it was defined. J The anfwef 
came out to be, 

" That a converfation had pafTcd feme 
" time preceding, between Mr. Haftings, Sir 
" Elijah Impey, and Mr. Middleton, on the 
" fubjeft of feizing the treafures of the Be- 
" gums. That Mr. Middleton had infmii- 
** ated to the N-bob, that If he would make 
** a propofal to Mr. Haftings, as coming 
" from himfelf, for a feizure of the trca- 
" hires, it would be readily accepted, and 
*' very agreeable to Mf. Haftings, and that 
" he was fore fuch a propofition would not 
** be oppofed.*' 

The words '* heretofore propofed " refer- 
red therefore to this converfation. 

This evidence appeared fo yery material, 
that the Lord Chancellor ordered Mr. Mid- 
dleton to attend the next day of fitting, it 
bcirig^ then half paft five o'clock *, 



Thirty-first Day. 
Friday, May 30. 
This .day Mr. Sheridan reminded their 
Lordftiips, that he had on Wednefday in- 
formed them he had difcovered many errors 
in the printed account of the evidence, rela- 
tive to tlie fecond charge j he had now to 
obfervc, that the number of thofe errojrs 
amounted to nearly 100, fome of which 
were not indeed of any confequence^ but 
others were certainly very material j for 
many things that had been faid by the wit- 
neffcs, about the feizing of the treafures, had 
been fet down in the printed evidence, as if 
faid of the refumption of ;he j ighlres, and 
vice virfa. — He then calM Sir Elijah Im- 
pey, aiid afterwards My. Holt, to correct 
tlie errors in thofc pri/ts of the evidence 
wl'wch had been given by them. But Mr. 
Sheridan finding, tha»t if he was to go thro* 
all the errors in optxi Court, a great deal of 
time would be confomed in a purpofe which 
might be as well ^nfwercd in another way, 



♦ On clofmq; our account of this day, it is n'^ccfTaiy to remark, that no pofirive evidenee 
can be produced by the crofs-examination of Mr. Haflings' Connfcl, of the adual exi/ience 
of the Infurreifilon at Fyzahad, rr in Gorrupor^, To tiielc points four Britifh officers only 
could at any time have depofed, hccaufe four officers only were in fhofe countries at that 
time, nan.ely, Colonel Hannay, Major Macdcniild, Captain wHriam^, and Captam Gordon, 
Colonel Hannay is dead. Major Macdonald is in India — Captiirf Williams has been in 
London fince January, and fummoncd by the Houfe of LordSy'^' the requifttion of tlie 
Managers, wlio have, howeve:-, not thought proper to call hi^^'-^The fourth. Captain 
, Gordon, cr.me over from tiic S<njth of France, at the hazard of hiS life, to explain every 
circumft.'.ncc relative 10 tlioie lectcrs, which made fuch an imprelTiOn vpon the Houfe of 
Commons. 

proix>fed, 
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propofeH, that fome of t!ie Managers and 
the Counfel for the prifoner fhould meet cut 
of Court, to examine the printed account, 
and ftate the errata — That the errata fo 
flated (hould be figned by the Managers de- 
puted for that purpofe, and the Counfel for 
the prifoner, and fhewn afterwards to the 
different witneffes, who fliould inform the 
Court, upon oath, whether the- corredions 
of the errata^ figned by the above parties, 
would or v^ould not make the account of 
their evidence as accurate and true as it was 
delivered by them at their Lordlhips bar. — 
This propofal made by Mr. Sheiidan met the 
approbation of all parties. 

Juft as Mr. Middleton was on the brink 
of being called to the bar, Mr. Law defired 
to call Mr. Hudfon — and to preface his quef- 
tion by informing their Lordfl^ips, that Mr. 
Sheridan had unjuftly accufed Mr. Haftings 
of having drav^n the Council into the writ- 
ing a letter relative to the Begum, to Mr. 
BHftow, when t;hey could not have done 
fuch a tiling, had the Council pofTefTed the 
fame information that Mr. Haflings had be- 
fore him. — Mr. Law fald, he would prove 
from the Records, that Mr. Briftow had ac- 
tually fent to the Board much better intelli- 
gence on the I ft of December 1782, than he 
did fend to Mr. Haftings on the 12th, which 
letter of the 12th was ftated to be fuppreflcd. 
The letters were then read, and proved, that 
Mr. Law's ftatement was correft, and that 
the Board's letter of the 3d of March 1783 
was in faft a reply to many letters, and 
amongft them, to the letter of the ift of De- 
cember. — Mr. Sheridan agreed to the fad^, 
but faid, that the Counfel allowed, after all, 
that Mr. Haftings had fuppreffed the letter 
of the 1 2th of December, which he did not 
enter till the 12th of May following. — Mr. 
Law abfoliitely denied the faft ; and affirm- 
ed, that, by the rules of the fervice, it was 
intirely optional in the Governor- General to 
enter or not letters addrefiTed to himfelf, 
which, though treating on public bufmefs, 
were private to them. — This Mr. Sheridan 
difputed ; but Mr. Law again affirmed, tliat 
the fadt could be proved inconteftibly. Such 
ever had been and was now the pradice of 
the fervice. 

This little altercation being paffed, the 
Managers called 

Mr. MIDDLETON. 
Mr. Sheridan defired he might be a{ked, 
what orders he had ilfued on the 22d of Ja- 
nuary 17S2, to Lieutenant Francis Rutledge, 
relative to the Begums eunuchs then in his 
cuftody ? 

Mr. Middleton begged to throw himfelf 
on the proteftion of xh<: Court, that he 



might not reply to any tranfedlon onthit. 
fubjedt which paffed at Fyzabad, as it might, 
tend to criminate himfelf, being in this in- 
ftancc the principal auchor of the meafurc* 
that were purfued againft them. If any cri- 
minality was attached to thofc orders, hc» 
not Mr. Haftings, was the perfon to blame. 

Mr. Burke faid, tliat fuch a mode of evad- 
ing evidence could not be fuffered — for if 
witneffes were allowed to make fuch objec- 
tions, fafts could not be got at. That the 
Managers would prove to their Lord(hip% 
that Mr. Middleton was, throughout this 
bufinefs, the fervant of Mr. Haftings. 

Mr. Sheridan then alked him, if Mr, 
Haftings ever difapproved of the orders that 
were iffued in regard to the Begums ? — The 
witnefs again conlidercd that this queftion 
tended to criminate 'himfelf, as he had no 
particular communication with Mr. Haftings 
on the fubjedl, and took the execution of 
the orders on himfelf. 

^ Did the witnefs not inform Mr. Hift- 
ings of what was'done in the Khord Mahal 
(the palace of the Begums) ? 

X He could not tell. 

^ Did he conceal from Mf. Haftings what 
was done relating to them ? 

-^. He believed he did not. 

^. Did he recolleft no verbal communica- 
tion with Mr. Haltings on the fubjed ? 

^. He did not know. 

Mr. Sheridan then put the queftion thit. 
way — Did the witnefs ever iffue the follow- 
ing orders— to whom — and on wliat occa- 
fion ? — 

** When this note is delivered to you by 
" Goulafs Roy, I have to dcfirc, that you 
" order the two prifoners to be put in irons^ 

" KEEPING THEM FROM ALL FOOD, &C, 

'* agreeable to my infiru^ions of yefierday, 
(Signed), Nath. Middleton.'* 

The witnefs begged tlie Court would not 
prefs him to give an anfwer to the queftion j 
for he conceived, that if there was any thing 
criminal in the treatment of the eunuchs, he 
muft be deemed criminal himfelf j and he 
hoped it was not expeded that he would give . 
evidence againft himfelf. 

Mr. Sheridan obforved, that if he aftcd • 
under orders from his fuperiors, his obedience 
would not be imputed to him as a crime. 

"The witnefs replied, that he had been ac- 
cufed by Mr. Haftings on account of lii& ' 
condud in this buiincTs, which he believed 
the Houfc of Commons had viewed in no 
very favourable light. His orders from Mi . 
Haftings were in general difcr^ionary ; tut 
he had never made fo much ufe 01 fiis" owa 
difcrerlon, as in the tranfa(nions at Fyzabad : 
fo that if Mr. Haftings Hiould be thought to be 
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R. B. SHERIDAN, Esq^ 

bN SUMMING UP THE 
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ON THE 

SECOND, OR BJS.GUM CHARGE. 



Thirty-Seconb Day. 
Tuesday, June '3. 

SINCE the commencement of this me- 
morable Trial, Weftminftcr Hall has 
not feen fo numerous or fo brilliant an 
affemblage of pcrfons as crouded every 
pari of it this day. By eight o'clock in 
the morning the avenues leading to the 
Hall, through New and Old Palace Yards, 
v/ere filled with ladies and gentlemen of 
the moll refpeftable appearance, many of 
thum Peerefles in full drefs, who flood in 
the ftrcet for upwards of an hour before 
the gates were opened. The exertions 
made to pufh forward, with n view to get 
.convenient feats, had like to have proved 
■fatal ro many. 

The Peers did not enter tbc^Hall till 
twelve o'clock. In fome mtihites after, 
the Loid Chancellor having bowed to 
Mr, Sheridan, to fignify to bun that their 
Lordfhips were then ready to'h'ear him, 

That Hon. Gentleman rofe, whiJft all 

about him was as ftill and hufh as if the 

Hall was empty. — H« faid it was nol his 

intention :o keep back their Lordrtiips at- 

teniion for rny time from the confidera- 

tion of the charge immediately before 

them, by making many preliminary ob- 

fei-vations : fuca general remarks as it 

was in his pow.r 10 make, would only 

weaken what had been already urged by 

the Right Hon. Gentleman who was the 

^principal mover of the impeachment — 

wiioie genius exceeded every thing but his 

dilpoiitjon — vvh.) underitood and felt for 

a 1 — tiiiougii \vliom and by whom fo great 

an tmbodied fland had been made in de- 

Ivi ct ( f u\e rights of man againll man*s 

o^jTrjjhn* lie migat, however, without 



injury to the general caufe, and without 
trefjpafTmg too much upon their tordfhips 
patience, fay fome few words both upon 
the fubje^ of the impeachment in gene- 
ral, and the particular fituaticai of him- 
felf and his Hon. CoUeaguet who had 
been appointed to conduft it. 

He thought, that ifeverthercwasa pro- 
fccuiion in which thofe who carried it on 
were free from all unwairantable refcnt- 
mcnt, or even improper bias, it was the 
prefent. He could enter into his own 
. heart, and declare mod folemnly, that 
he found there no private incentive to ihit 
par! he had taken in thii impeachment, 
and he verily believed he might fafely fay- 
that all his Hon. Colleagues, as well as 
himfulf, were situated folely by the zeal 
they felt for the public welfare, and their 
honefl folicitude for tlie honour of their 
country, and the happincis of thofe who 
were undei its dominion and protejlion. 
Wi:h fuch objeas in view he really ioft 
fight of Mr. Haflings, who, however great 
in other refpefts, was too infignihcant 
to be mixed with fuch important confide- 
rations. " The unfortunate Gentleman 
** at the Bar is no mighty objeft in my 
<* mind. An.idft ihe feries of mifchicfs, 
" /<? my fenfci fecming to furround him, 
" what is he but a petty Nucleus^ invol- 
*' ved in its Lamina, fcarcely fecn or 
** thought of.*' It was impdfTible, there- 
fore, that his Hon. Colleagues and he 
fhouid feel ihemfelves under the influence 
of muiice or ilUwill towards that unfor- 
tunate gentleman ; they afted folely un- 
der a delegated power } they flood at their 
Lordfhips bar as the repre/inta^ves of the 
Commons of England, and ji^f^ aded 
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in that public capacity, it might as well 
be faid that the Commons of Great Bri- 
tain, in whofe name the impeachment 
had been brought before their Lordihips, 
were a6luated by malice to the prifoner, 
as that the Managers of the Houfe of 
Commons had any private fpleen to gra- 
tify in difcharging the duty impofed up- 
on them by thtir principals. In truth, 
the proiecution had not been begot in pre- 
judice, or nurfedin error : it was found- 
ed in the cleared conviftion of the wrongs 
that the natives of Hindoftan had fuffered 
through the maUadminiftration of thofe 
in whofe hands this country had placed 
extcniive powers, which ought to have 
been exercii'ed for the benefit of the go- 
verned, but which had been uled by the 
V prifoner at the bar for the ihameful pur- 
.'"pofes of oppreffion. 

;, 'To convince their Lordfhips that the 
British government, which ought to have 
been a biefling to the powers in India 
connected with it, had been a fcourge to 
the natives, and the caufe of defolation 
to the moft flouriihing provinces in Hin- 
. doftan, he had only to read a letter that 
^ . had been received not long fince from 
X<ord Comwallis, the prefent Governor- 
iS^ General of Bengal. — In that letter the 
nobie^'Lord ftated, that he had been re- 
ceived by the Nabob Vifier with every 
mark ,of friendship and refpeft j but the • 
honoftrs he received at the Court of 
Lucjknow had not prevented him from 
feeing the defolation that oveifpread the 
face of the country, ihe fight of which 
had (hocked his very foul. He fpoke to 
the Nabob on the fubjeft, and eanieftly 
recomn.ended it to him to adopt forae 
fyfteni of government, that might reftore 
the profpenty of his kingdom, and make 
bis people happy.— The Nabob's anfwer 
was ftrikingly remarkable. — That degra- 
ded Prince laid to his Lordfhip, that as 
long as the demands of the Englifh go- 
vernment upon the revcniie cf Oudc (hould 
remain unlimited, he (the Nabob) could 
have no intereft in eftablifhing miy fyftem 
of economy ; and whillt the Engliih 
fhould continue to interfere in the internal 
government of his country, it would be 
in vain for him to attempt any falutary 
reform, for his fubjefts knew he was on- 
ly a cypher in his own dominions, and 
therbfote laughed at and defpifed his au- 
thority and that of his Minifters, 

Surely the ftatc to which that wretched 
Prince was reduced by our mifmanage- 
ment, and the luin which had, by the 
fame cauli?, been brought upon his coun- 
try, called loudly upon their Lordihips 



to interfere, and refcue their national 
honour and chara^er from the hQ^^Uf^C'to 
which both would be expded, if no 
inquiry was made into the caufes of fuch 
calamities, and no punifhnient was in- 
flifted on the authors of them. — Policy % 
as well as Jujlice, called upon them to 
vindicate the chara6Ver of Great Britain 
in India 5 for he would prove to them, 
from good authority, that the native 
powers had fo little reliance upon our 
faith, that the prefervation of our em- 
pire, in that quarter of the world, could 
be effefted only by convincing the na'tive 
princes, that a religious adherence to its 
engagements (hould in future charac- 
terize the ikitilh government in that coun- 
try. — To prove the neceility there was 
for bringing fuch a conviction to the mind 
of evtry native prince, Mr. Sheridan read 
a letter to Lord Cornwallis, from Cap- 
tain Kirkpatrick, who, when he wrote 
it, was Refident at the Court of the 
Great Marratta chief, Ma^niee Scindia. 
This gentleman itated in his letter, that 
the new fyftem of moderation brought 
by his Lordfhip, was certainly the only 
one that could give (lability to our empire 
in India ;- but, at the fame time, he mufl: 
obfei-ve, that ai the princes of that coun- 
try had fo frequently had caufe to lament 
that no engagement could bind us, it 
would require time, and repeated proofs 
of good faith, to convince them that we 
were ferious in the profe(fions which were 
then held out to them on the part of the 
ifiitifh government J that apibitioth or 
a dtfire of conqueft, (hould no longer 
be encouraged' by Britiih councils j a|id 
that a moit re igions adherence to all 
treaties and engagements (hould be the 
bafis of all our future political tranfac- 
tions. 

To thefe letters, Mr. Sheridan faid, he 
muft call upon their Lord(hips to give a5\ 
anfwer, not by ivords, which would not N 
find credit with the natives, who had fo ) 
often been deceived by our profeflTions, ; 
but by deeds, vvhich would convince'^ 
them that we were truly in earneft j/for it 
was only by our puni(hing thofe who 
have been guilty of the delinquencies 
which have brought ruin on the country 
that we could podibly gain confidence 
w th the people of India, and fatisfy 
them that future dtlinquents will not lie 
encouraged or countenanced by tlie ruling • 
powers at home. . 

In looking round for an objeft fit to 
be held out to the world as an example of 
national juftice, their Lord(hip8 mud ne- 
cciiarily fix their eyes upon -Mr. Haf- - 
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tings. He was the grent cavfe of the de- 
^^^ gradation of our cliaraftcr in India, and 
of the opprcflTion of ifs devoted inhabi- 
tants, and he was the only vi6Vim that 
could atone for the calamities he had oc- 
cafion' d. 

7 ' But whilft he pointed out the piifoncr 
at the bar as a pioj-er obie6l of punifli- 

V Jncpt, he begged leave to obfcrve, that 
he did not wilh 10 turn the fword of juf- 
tice againft that man, merely becaufe an 
example ought to be made j fuch a wilh 
was as far from his hiartas it was incom- 
patible with equity and juftice : if he called 
for punifimient upon Mr. Haftings, it was 
becaufe he thought him a great delinquent, 
and the greatcft of all thole who, by their 
rapacity and opprcfTion, had brought ruin 
on the natives of India, and difj^rn^t 
upon the inhabitant* of Great Britain. 

Whilft he called for juftice upon the 
prifoner, he could >Aif)i alfo to do him juf- 
tice : he would be forry that the weight 
find confecfuence of the Commons of 
Great Britain, in whofe name the profe- 
cution haA been fet on footi flior.ld ope- 
rate to his prejudice : indeed, whilft he 
had fucli upiight judges as their Lord- 
ihips, it was impolfiMe that any thing 
could injure him, but the clear^ft and 
moft unequivocal pi oofs of guilt. — ** It 
** is not the peering fufpieion of appre- 
** bending guili — It is not any popular 
** abhorrence of its widc-fpread confe- 
«* quences — It is not the fecret confciouf- 
«« nefs in the bofom of the Judge, which 
. *' can excite the vengeance ot the law, 
** and authorife its infliction !— No — In 

» ** this good land, as high as it is happy, 
** becaufe as juft as it is free, all is de- 
«* finite, equitable and txail — The laws 
*< muft be fatisfied before they are incur- 
<« red;— And ere a hair of the head can 
«« be 'plucked to the ground, legal 
« GUILT muft be eftablifhed by L£Gal 
*< PROOF r* 

This principle he muft admit as con- 
dufive, thoug-h, in the prefent cafe, he 
felt the inconvenience of it, which might 
operate as a bar to public juftice ; for the 
Managers of the impeachment laboured.. 
tinder.difHcuities, that could fcarcely occur 
in uny other profecution. The witneffes 
whom they had been obliged to call, were, 
tor the moft part (he would ftate the ex- 
ceptions in the proper place), the accom- 
plices of tht; prilbner's guiir, and the in- 
ftrumenrs of his oppreiiions : irom fuch 
vfrKUelfes it was not likily that i roofs of 
that guilt could be obta ned without great 
difticuli) . '' • 

• in the ivr'nUn documents from which 
the M^nr.gers had fJeilcd tVei; pnofi^ ip 



fupport of the Impeachment, as conft-- 
derablc difticulties had occurred : thofe 
documents had been drawn up by the 
parties whofe ftudy it was, as it was their 
jntercft,though contrai7 to their duty, to 
conceal the iniquity of their proceedings, 
and confcfljuently to difguife the tiiith. 

But though he ftated the difficulties 
which the Managers had.to encounter, he 
did not mean to fay that the proofs 
which they had adduced were in any de«. 
gree defe6\:ive : ** weak, no doubt, in 
** fome parts, and incompetent — and yet 
'< more d«]»i«>f«khl^, as undiftinguiftied by 
** any compunftious vifitings of repent^ 
*' ing accomplices— but y^t ' enough, 
** and enough in fure validity, to abafh 
** the front of guilt no longer hid, and 
** flafti conviction on confcicntious 
«« judges.'* 

Having premifed thefeobfervations, Mr. 
Sheridan *faid he would now make fome 
remarks upon the defence, or rather de» 
fences, made by the prifoner. He had 
alreadj^ madc/oz/r, three of which he had 
fince thought proper to abandon, and dill 
credit. Indeed, he believed that it was a 
novelty in the hiftory of criminal jurif- 
prudence, thdt a perfon accufed fhould 
firft make a defence, and afterwards en- 
deavour to convince his judges that they 
ought not to give it the leaft credit. Mr, 
Sheridan faid, he was the more furprized 
at this condu6l in the pnfoner, as it was 
un'ce he had had the aififtance of Counfel 
that he had made this attempt : he 
thought, that when he had been refcued 
from his own incautious raftinefs, he 
would not have taken fo extraordinary a 
ftep as was that of difcrediting his own 
defence. 

In every court of law in England, the 
confeflion "of a criminal, when not ob- 
tained by any promift of favour or lenity, 
or by violent threats, was abvays admit- 
ted as conclufive evidence againft himfelf j 
and if that confeffion was *made before a 
grave and rcfpe6table gflembly of perfons, 
competent to take cognizance of crimes, 
there was no doubt but it would have due 
weight, becaufe it was fair to prefume 
that fuch a confeffion muft be 'voluntary^ 
and not procured by any undue or im* 
proper means. The prifoner had, in his 
defence made before the I^oufe of Com- 
mons, admitted many^afts j and it was 
the intention of the Managers to urge in 
fupport of the charges, his admrffion of 
them : for when he went the length of 
admiftingihem, he was Ipeaking the lan- 
guage not of inconfiderate ra/hnefs and 
hafte, but of deliberate cpnfideration and- 
reflexion, as would appear to their Lord- 



[ 77 T 



fiiips From a pafTage which he fhould read 
to them from the intredudion to the de- 
fence read by Mr. Haltings himfelf at the 
bar of the Houfe of Comraons. In that 
paff^ge, the prifoner ufed the following 
words : 

** Of the difcouragement to which I 
** allude I (hall mention but two ppints, 
** and thefe itis incumbent on me to men- 
*' tion, becaufe they relate to ciFefts 
** which the juftice of this Hon. Houfe 
** may, and I ti-uft will, avert The fiiit 
*^ is an obligation to my bei»g at sU 
'* committed in my defence, (ince, in fo 
*' wide a field for dilcufllon, it would be 
*' impoflibJe not to admit Ibme things, of 
*' which an advantage might be taksn, 
** to turn them into evidence againft my- 
*• felf } whereas another might as well 
** ule as I could, or better, the fame ma- 
** terials of my defence, without involv- 
*' ing me in the Tame conlequences. But 
*« I am fure that this Hon Houfe will 
** yield me its proteftion againft the ca- 
** vils of unwarranted inference; and if 
** the truth can tend to con v id me, / am 
** content to be myself the channel to 
** convey it. — The other objtftion lay in 
** -my own breaft. It was not till Mon- 
" day laft that I formed the refolution, 
<* and I knew not then whether I might 
** not, in confequence, be laid under the 
** obligation of preparing and completing 
•* in five days (and in effeft fo it has 
«' proved^ the refutation of charges 
'* which It has been the labour of my ac- 
•* cufer, armed with all the powers of 
*' Parliament, to compile during as many 
** years of almoft undifturbed leifure." 

Here then, Mr. Sheridan obferved, the 
prifoner had upon deliberation committed 
his defence to paper ;. and, after having 
had five days to confider whether he 
fhould prefent it or not, he aftually de- 
livered ithimfelfto the Houfe of Com- 
mons, as a defence founded in truth, and 
triumphantly remarked upon it, that if 
** truth could tend to convift him, he 
was willing to be himfelf the channel to 
convey it.*' 

But what wafe his language "now that 

he had had the advice of Couniel ? Nay, 

that there was riot a word of truth in what 

lie delivered to the Houfe of Commons as 

the truth ; that he had no knowledge of 

many of the fa6^s, no recoUeftion ot the 

circumflances j that he had put his me- 

. morv in commijfion, and appointed MelT. 

/ Middleton, Scoit, Gilpin, &c. the Com^ 

I TniJJioners\ nay, that he had alfo put his 

V defences into commlffion, to be exercifed 

\ by the fame gentlemen, " Thefe, like 



'* raw materials, the mafter workmaa 
** diftributes about him to all hands 
*< awaiting : — 'His words are to be ftnmg 
** — arguments fpun — paffages are to be 
** woven : — He puts his confcience into 
<< departments — Major Scott, fays he, 
** take care of my confiftency — ^ — Mr. 
** Middleton, you have my memory in 
** commiifion ! — Prove me a financier, 

'* Mr. Shore. Anfwer for me, Mr. 

** Holt (all journeymen, good enough 
*« for thi Houfe of Commons, thougk 
** not for your Lordftiips) : — Help, one 
" and all, to bear me up under the bare 
** prefliire of my laurels, the burthen of 
« my glory !-^Rcfrefh, andfave me from 
" the calentures of my ftate, from the 
" peril of my own panegyric.*' 

Thus could the prifoner fport with the " . 
imderftanding and feelings of the Houfe, \ 
by aflerting that to be falfe and nor en- 
titled to credit this day, which, on a for- 
mer, he had declared to bf the truth itfelf, 
and the ground of his hope that it would 
procure him an acquittal, or, what would 
have been the fame thing to him, would 
prevent the Commons from carrying up 
the Impeachment againft him to thtir 
Lordfhips bar. Indeed from this avowal 
and difavowal of defences, and from the- 
defence, different from all the- former, 
which had been delivered to their Lord- 
fhips, it would feem as if Mr. Haftings 
was of opinion, that any thing would do 
for the Houfe of Commons. — Poffibly it 
might turn out hereafter, that he enter- 
tained a fimilar opinion with refpe61: to 
their Lordfhips; for it was not impro- 
bable but he might hereafter abandon 
the defence he had delivered to them : he 
might fay, **' It was not made by me, 
** but by my Counfel, and tlierefore I 
*• hope your Lordfhips give no ci-edit to 
" it.'* But if he would abide by that 
his laft defence, he (Mr. Sheridan) would 
join ilfue with him upon it, and prove it 
to be in many places void of truth, and 

in almoft every part of it unfounded in 

argument as well as faft. \ 

Having thus touched upon the different v 
defences made by the prifoner, Mr. She- 
ridan next advei ted to the allegations in '-' 
the fecond charge that had been-fupported 
ij^ evidence. He faid, that the Managers 
had proved the high birth and great rank 
of the Begumsj or Princelfes of Oude j 
they had alfo proved from the evidence of 
Sir Elijah Impey, Mr. Middleton, Mr. 
Goring, and others, how (acred was the 
refidence of women in India. A threat" 
therefore, to force that refidence, * 
late its purity by fending men ar 
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It, was a fpecics of totturey^he cnielty of 
wljich could not be conceived&y'thofe who 
were unacquainted with the cuftoms and 
notiofns of the inhabitants of HLndoftan. 
A knowledge of the cuftoms and manners 
of the Mufl'ulmen of Turkey, would not 
enable one to judge of thofc of Muflulmen 
in India : In the former, ladits went 
abroad veiled, and though not fo free as 
thofc in Chriftian countries ftill they were 
ilot fo clofely (hut up as were the ladies 
mofefling the fame religion in Hindoftan. 
The confinemcHt of the Furkifti ladies 
was in a great meafure to be afcribed to 
thejealouiy of their hulbands; in Hin- 
doftan the ladies were confined, becaufe 
they thought it contrary to decorum t^at 
perfons ot their fex ihould be feen abroad: 
they were not the victims of jealoufy in 
the men, on the contrary, their fequeitra- 
tion from the world was voluntary i they 
liked retirement, becaufe they thought it 
beft fuited to the dignity oF thek* fex and 
iituation : they were (hut up from libeity, 
it was true ; but liberty, fo far from hav- 
ing any charms for them, was (hocking 
to their feelings j they were ei\flirined ra- 
ther than immxred ; they protedcd a 
gi eater purity oi yious pr^ejudice than the 
Mahomtdan iadirs of Europe and other 
countries, and more zcaloufly and reJi- 
gloTifty pra6tifed . a nioi*e holy fyftem of 
jHpe*jiition* Such was their lenle of de- 
licacy, tnat to them the fight of man was 
pollution 5 and the piety of the nation 
rendered their refidcnce a JanSluary* 
What then would their Lord.uips think 
of thQ4;o:aar»y of the man who could a6l 
in open defiaftr* ot thofe prejudices, which 
were fo interwoven with the very exift- 
cnce of laciie.> in that country, that they 
could not be reropvcd but by death? 
What, he faid, would their Lordfhips 
tlnnk of the man who could threaten to 
pr ophane and vioiale the fan6luary of the 
highell""dc}cri;5tion of ladies in Oude, "by 
laying that he would ftorm it with his 
troops, and remove the inhabitants from 
it by force ? 

.Mr. Sheiidan dwelt for fome time with 
great feeling cm this point. He next ad- 
verted to tb.e trienlures in the Zenana, and 
the relation in wliich the Bow Begum and 
the Nabob ftcod to each otiier, and to Mr, 
Haftings. He adduced various argu- 
ments to (hew, thai th<rre tre diirt s did not 
belong to the ftate, hiii to the Begum ; 
/imd moft happily ridicuitd ihe memory of 
'.,Mr. Middicion", that rvmcmbcrtd infe- 
renccSi but f xvkX. ihe fads thai would 
Ivppcrt them \ nay, I'otnciimes remem- 
.bercd the fa^Sis that oveiiumpd thtm. ^ 



Thus, he faid, the treafurw muft have b^* 
longed to the^^3/<f, and confequently were 
the inheritance of the Nabob t becaufe that 
Prince had drawn for a large fum, which 
was to be paid out of thole treafures, but 
his draft was not honoured — And he 
faid, they could not be the property of the 
Begum J for he remembered, that when 
the Nabob's draft was returned without 
having been honoured, the Begum drew 
for the fame fum, upon the fame treal'ures, 
and the money was inflantly paid* 

Mr. Sheridan (hewed next, that there 
was very good ground for prefuming that 
the treafures po(fe(red by ihe Begum were 
the property of that Princefs ; (he had en- 
deared herielf to her hu(band, the late Na- 
bob, by fiying to him in the moment of 
his diftrefs, after his defeat at Buxar, and 
carrying w^th her to his relief the jewels 
wiih which in happier days his fondnefs 
for her had enriched her : upon theie (he 
raifed him a large lupply. When the po-. 
litical generofity »f this country reftored 
him afterwards to his throne, his grati- 
tude to his wife knew no bounds : her 
afcendency over him was fuch, that (he 
prevailed upon him to appoint his fon 
by her% his lucce(ror. 

The prefent Nabob, as had appeared v 

from a palfage in a letter written by Mr. 
Haftings to him, and fince proved in evi- 
dence, owed to her not only his birth and 
fuccefllon to the crown, but alfo the pre- 
fervation of his Lfe ; for one djy his fi- 
vage father in a i age attempting to cut him 
down With his fcymcter, the Begum ru(h- 
ed between her hulband and her fon and 
fived tlic latter, though with the lofs of 
fome of her own blood ; for Ihe was 
wound<ed by the blow that was not aimed 
at her. A fon fo befr-ended and fo pre- 
ferved, Mr. Haftings ha4 arm*d againft 
fuch a mother — he invaded the riglus of 
that Prince, that he might compel him to 
violate the laws of naturi^ by plundering 
his parent ; and he made him a flave% 
that he miglit afterwards make him a 
monfler* Mr. Haftings was bound to be . r 
ihe/ro/£'<5or of the Begum, inftead of her \ 
plunderer \ for her hulband, on his death- - 
bed, bequeathed her to his fricndlhip, and 
Mr. Haftings had always called that huf- 
band his, brother — but no conlideration 
could make I im difcharge the duties of 
any obligation that could fet bounds to 
his rapacity. 

The interference of Mr. BrlflDw in 
1775, in the difference bet^veen the Be- 
gums and the Nabob, in confequence of 
the claims of the latter, was the next 
ground -of Mr. Sheridan's obfervations. 
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— Mr. Briftow hai then, in a converfa- -onhy tvfo eunuchs — and finally fuppreiTed 
tion with the fuperior or elder Begum, ^by an affir/ai^it ! 



thrown out an infinuatioB, that the trea- 
fures which (he poffcffed were ihe treafures 
of the ftate 5 — and on this infmuation, fo 
termed by Mr. Briftow himfelf, had Mr. 
Haftings founded all his arguments on 
that head, and on which he lately appeared 
to place fo much reliance — The Begums 
at that time gavj «p to 'Albph ul 
Dowlah fums amounting to five hundred 
and fifty thoufand pounds. — Of this a 
part was to be paid in goods, wliich, as 
they confided of arms, elephants, &c. the 
Kabob alledged to be his property, and 
rcfuled to accept as payment. This oc- 
cafioned a difpute, which was t^efcrrcd to 
^he Board ot Calcutta. Mr. Haftings 
/ then vindicated the right of the Begums 
/ to all the goods in the Zenana, and 
f brought over the majority of the Council 
\ to his opinion. The ideas then placed on 
V^ record he had fmce found it convenient to 
difown, as belonging not to him, but to 
the majority of the Council I 
*' There are,'*faid Mr. Sheridan, " in 
j *« this affemblage, they who are perfeft 
> '' in their ideas of law and juftice, and 
. •* who underftand tolerably well maj»' 
t •* rities and minorities ; but how ihall I 
'. ** inftance this new doctrine of Mr, Haf- 
'••« tings ? It is as if Mr. Burke, the 
;** great leader of the caufe^ ihould fome 
'*• ten years hence revile the Manager Sy 
** and commend Mr. Haftings P* ** Good 
/' *' God 1" might fay one of thofe Gentle- 
inert, ** it was you who inftigated the en- 
i *• quiry 5 it whsjou who made me think 
V << as I did !*' ** Aye ; very true," might 
" Mr. Burke reply, ** but I was then in a 
** minority: 1 am now in a majority \ 
•* I have now left my opinions behind 
•* me J and I am no longer refponfible." 
'The claims however, it was obfepv- 
Ablc, of the Nabob, as to the trealure of 
the BegumSy were at this time the only 
plea alledged for the feizure. TheM 
were always founded on a paifage of 
that Koran which was perpetually quoted, 
but never proved.-— Not a word was then 
mentioned of the ftrange rebellion which 
was afterwards conjured up, and of 
which the exiftence and the notoriety 
were equally a fecrct ! -f- a difafFcftion 
which was at its height at the very time 
when the Begums were difpenfing their 
liberality to the Nabob, and exercifing 
the greateft generofity to the Englifli of- 
£cei 8 In diftrefs I — a diftui bance, in 
/fliort, without its parallel in hiftory, 
I which was raifcd by two «;eOTr«— carried 



'^ Mr. Sheridan then adverted to the ne- ' 
gotiations of Mr. Middleton with the 
Begums in 1778, when the dilcontents of 
the fuperior Begum would have induced 
her to leave the country, unlcfs her au- 
thority was fan6lioned, and her property 
fecure'd by the guai-antee of the Com- 
pany.— This guarantee the Counfel — or 
Mr. Haftings, had thought it neceffary 
to deny, as knowing that if the agree- 
ments with the elder Begum were proved, 
it would affix to M . Haftings the guilt of 
all the fuiferings of the women of the 
Khord Mahal, the revenues for whole 
fupport were Iccured by the fame engage- 
ment. In treating this part of the lub- 
je6l, the principal difficulty arofe from 
the uncertain evidence of Mr. Middle- . 
ton, who, though concerned in the ncg\i^ 
tiation of the four treaties, could notS 
recollect affixing his fignature to three ] 
out of that number. Mr. Sheridan prov- } 
cd however, from the evidence even of 
Mr. Middleton, that a treaty had been 
figned in Oftoper 1778, wherein the 
rights of the elder Begum were fully re- 
cognized j a provifion fecured for the 
women and cliiidren of the late Vizier 
in the Khord Mahal 5 and that thefe en- 
gagements had received the fulleft fanc- 
tion of Mr. Haftings. Thefc fac^s were 
ctnfirm^d by the evidence of Mr. Pur- 
ling* A gentleman, who, Mr. Sheridan 
faid, had delivered himfelf fairly, and as 
having no foul Jeer ets to conceal. He 
had tranfmitte3 copies of thefe engage- 
ments in 1780 to Mr.Hattings at CalcuiTaj 
the anfwer returned was, that in arrang- 
ing the taxes on the other diftri6\s, he 
Ihould pafs over the. jaghires of the Be- 
gums. No notice was* then taken of any 
impropriety in the tranfaclions in 1778, 
nor any notice given of an intended in- 
vocation of thole engagements. 

But in June 1781, when Gen. Cla- 
vering and Col. Monfon were no more, 
and Mr. Francis had returned to Eu-r 
rope, all the hoard and arrear of col- 
le6led evil burft out without rettraint, and 
Mr. Haftings determinetl on his journey 
to the upper provinces. — It was then, 
that, without adverting to intermediate 
tranfaftions, he mit with ihe Nabob 
Afoph ul Dowlah at Chunar, and re- 
ceived from him the myiterious prefentof 
ioo,ocol. To form a proper idea of 
this tranla6lion, it was only necefiary to 
confider ihe relpe^ive lituarion of l.im who 
gave and of hiin who icwcived thikpixfen^ 
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It was not given by the Nabob from the 
fiipeiilux of his wealth, nor in the abun. 
dance of his eftnem for the man to whom 
it was given. It was, on the contrary, a 
prodigal bounty, drawn from a country 
djpopu1ated^-no matter whether by na- 
tural caufes, or by the grinding of op- 
pieflion. It was raifed by an exailion, 
which took what calamity had fpared, 
and rapine overlooked j — an'd purfued 
thofe angry difpenfations of Providence, 
when a prophetic chaftifement had been 
inftifted on .a Jated realm. — The fecrecy 
which had marked this tranfadtion was 
not the fmalieft proof of its criminality. 
When Bcnarum Pundit had, a fliort 
tiine before, made a prefent to the Com- 
pany of. a lack of rupees, Mr. Haftings, 
in his own language, deemed it *' worthy 
the praile of being recgrded j" but in 
this inltance, when ten times that fum 
was givi-n, neither Mr. Middlcton nor 
the Council were acquainted with the 
tranfafticn, until Mr. Hattings, four 
months after, felt himfelf compelled to 
write an account to England, and the in- 
telligence returned thus circuitoufly to his 
friends in India I It was peculiarly ob- 
l^rvable in this tranfaflion how much the 
diftre[J'es of the diftercnt parties were at 
variance. Mr. Haltings. travels to the 
Nabob to fee, no duubt, and enquire into 
his dijireffesy but immediately takes from 
him ioo',oool. to be applied to the ne- 
ccfTities of the d'ljirejj'ed Eaft IndJa Com- 
pany ; but on lar.ntr deliberation, thefe 
coniidcrations vanifli ; a third objcft 
aj-iles more wortliy than either of the 
former, and the money is taken from the 
one, and demaDdetl from the other, to be 
applied to the ule of— the difirjed Mr. 
, Kallings. 

The money, it was alledged by Mr. 
Haitings, had been originally taken to 
difcharge tiiC an ear of the army. It h^ 
not long . been applied to that ufe, be- 
caufc It was received in bills on Gopal 
* Dos, a ricii banker at Benares, who was 
then kept a pulbnerby Cheyt Sing. — Ma- 
jor Scoti benig queftioned oji the fubied, 
declared il;e bills on Gopal Dos were as 
good as caih, for that though the prin- 
cipal of the hcufe was a prifoner, that 
circumltance made no dihiertnce what- 
foever witii the other partners. Tims 
Mr. Haft ngs was inconfiftent with him- 
fiiif, by adcdging an objc6iion which 
inould hav;;piever.ied his taking the mo- 
ney in the nrlt inftance, for the purpofe 
he had Rated ; and Major Scott contia- 
diiftin^ Mr. Ilaitings, removed the obie?- 
«liun, and reitored the buiinefs to its original 



footing.— —But through all thofc wind- 
ings of myflerions hypocrify, and of ar- 
tincial concealment, it was eafy to mark 
the fenfe of hidden guilt. Mr. Hdftingt 
himfelf, being driven from every other 
hold, advanced the ftale plea of ^fate 
'Neceffity* But of this neceflity he had 
brought no proof; it was a neceffity 
which liftened to whifpers for the pur^ 
pofe of crimination, and dealt in rninour 
to prove its own cxiftence.— To a Ge- 
neral leading the armies of Britain — to 
an Admiral bearing her thunders over the 
feas, the plea of neceflity might be in- 
dulged, if^ the wants of thofe were to be 
fupplied whofe blood had been fpilt in the 
fervice of their country ; but his ** State 
** Necejffitfi grand, magnanimous, and\ 

*• all commanding went hand in ; 

*' hand with honour, if not with ufe— it : 
** went forth with our arms, when the ^ 
** Hero could plume himfelf, like the*. 
*' Imperial Eagle on his ntii, unaflaila- ; 
" ble ! — and amidft his fair fuccefles, ; 
** look down in juftified difdain on aily / 
«* malevolent challenge of minute error j 
'* his Fami as firm as the Rock, which, ■ 
** from his defence, all the enemy had i 
*5 battered in vain !" ' I 

On thcbufmefsof the treaty of Chunar^^ 
which fucceeded the acceptance of this bribe, 
Mr. Sheridan was equally perfpicnbus ahd 
equally fevere. It was a proceeding, he 
obferved, which, as it had its beginning in 
corruption, had its continuance in fr&ud, 
and its end in violence. The firft propo-- 
fition of the Nabob after his recent libera- 
lity, was, that the army Ihould be removed, 
and all the Englifli recalled from his do- 
minions. The bribe which he had given 
was the obvious price of theif removal. 
He felt the weight of their oppreflion :— 
■ he knew, to fpeak his own language-^ 
*' that when the Englifh ftaid, they itaid 
*< to aflc for fomething.** Though their 
predeceflbrs had exhaulted the revenue j— 
though they had fliaken the tree until no- 
thing remained upon its leqflefs branches, 
yet a new flight was on the wing to watch, 
the firft buddings of its profpeTity, and 
to nip l»very promife of future luxu- . 
riance. 

To this demand Mr. Haftings had pro- 
mifed to accede, and to recal every En- 
gl iftiman from the province j but by an 
evafion which Mr. Middleton difclofed 
with lb much difliculty to their Lordlhips 
on the laft day of his appearance, the 
promife was virtually recalled. No or- 
ders were afterwards given for the efta- 
bliihment of Engliftimen in the province, 
but redommendatiom of thcfiimccfifeft with 

Mr. 
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Mr. Middlcfon and the Vizier were fent, 
and the praifticc continued. — Irt the agree- 
ment rcfpefling the refumption of the 
Jaghircs, the Nabob had been duped by 
a iimilar deception. He had demanded 
and obtained leave to lefume thole of 
certain individuals : Mr^Haftings, how- 
ever, defeated the pfrmiflion by making 
the order general ; knowing that there 
were fome favourites of the Nabob whom 
he couid by no means be brought to dif. 
poflcfs. — Such was the condu6l of Mr. 
Haftings, )[iot in the moment of cold or 
crafty policy, but in the hour of confi- 
dence and the eifervefcence of his grati. 
tude for the favour he had juft received. 
Soaring above every common feeling, he 
could deceive the man to whofe liberality 
he rtood indebted — even his gratitude was 
perilous — and a danger aftually awaited 
on tlie return which he was to make to 
an tfFufion of generofity ! 

The tranfadlions in which Sir Elijah 
Impey bore a ihare, and the tenor of his 
evidence, were the next obje6>8 of Mr, 

Sheridan's animadverfion. The late 

Chief Juftlce of Bengal, he remarked, had 
repeatedly dated, that Mr. Haftings left 
Calcutta with two refom'ces in his view,> 
— thofe of Benares and ef Oude, It ap- 
peared, however, from every circum- 
itance, that the latter refource was never 
in his contemplation, until the infurrec- 
tions in Benares, terminating in the cap- 
ture of Bedjegur, had deftroyed all his 
hopes in that province. At that inftant, 
the mind of Mr, Hattings, fertile in re- 
fources, fixed itfclf on the treafures of 
the Beguras, and Sir Elijah Impey was 
difpatched to colle£l materials lor their 
crimination ; " But I have ever thought," 
faid Mr. Sheridan, ** the feleftionoffuch 
a perfonage, for fuch a purpofe, one of 
the greatcft aggravations of the guiit of 
Mr. Haftings.'' — That he, the purity of 
whofe character fhould have influenced 
his conduct, even in his moft domeftic 
retirements ; — that he, who, if confult- 
ing the dignity of Britifh Jufticc, ihould 
have remained as ftationary as his court 
in Calcutta j — that luch a man ihould be 
called to travel 500 miles for the tranf- 
a6lion of fuch a buiinels, was a deviation 
without a pl^a, and a degradation with- 
out example. — This, howtvcr, was in 
fome degree a queftion to be abftrailed 
for the confideration of thofe who adorned 
and illumined the feats of Jultice in 
Britain, and the purity of whofe cha- 
racter precluded the neceffity of any fur- 
ther obfcrvations on fo diflereDt a con- 
dua. 



With refpcCl to the manner in which 
Sir Elijah Impey had delivered his evi-. 
dence, it required fome obfervation, tho' 
made without imputmg to that gentle- 
man the fraalleft^culpability-/— Sir 

Elijah had admitted, "'mat in giving his ' 
evidence he had never anfwered without 
looking equally to the probability and 
the confequenccs of the fa6l in queftion. 
Sometimes he had even admitted circum- 
ftances of which he had no recoUeftion 
beyond the mere probability that they had 
taken place. By confulting in this man- 
ner what was probable^ and the contrary^ . 
he might certainly have correfted his 
memory at limes, and Mr; Sheridan faid 
he would accept that mode of giving his 
teftimony, provided that the mverfe of 
the propofition might alio have place, and 
that where a circum fiance was improbable^ 
a iimilar degree of credit might be fub- 
trafted from the teftimony of the wit- 
nefs. Fi've times in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, and twice in \hat Court, for in- 
ftance, had Sir Elijah Impey borne tefti- 
mony, that a rebellion was raging at Fy- 
'zabad at the tim« of his journey to 
Lucknow. Yet on the eighth examina- 
tion, he had contradifted all the former^ 
and declared, that what he meant was, 
that the rebelhon had been raging^ and 
the country was then in fome degree re- 
ftored to quiet. — The reafons aifigned for. 
the former errors were, that he had for- 
gotten a letter received from Mr. Haftings^ 
informing him, that the rebellion was 
quelled, and that he hid alfo forgotten 
his own propofition of travellmg through 
Fyzabad to Lucknow. With refpedt W 
the letter, nothing could be faid, as it 
was not in evidence ; but the other ob- 
fervation would fcarcely be admitted, 
when it >vas recoUefted that in the HoUfe 
of Commons, Sir Elijah Impey had de- 
clared that it was his propofal to travel 
through Fyzabad, which had originally 
brought forth the information, that the 
way was obftrufted by the rebellion I— 
From this information Sir. Elijah Itiipe/ 
had gone by the way of lllyabad ; — bYt 
what was yet more fmgular, was, that 
on his return he would again have re- 
turned by the way of Fyzabad, if he had 
not been again informed of the danger } 
fo that had it not been for thefe friendly 
informations, the Chief Jufticc would 
have run plump into the very focus of" 
the rebellion I — There were two circum- 
itances, however, worthy of remark.— 
Trie firft was, that Sir Elijah Impey 
ihould, when charged with fo danger^ 
a commiflion as that of procuring 
M 
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dertcc, to prove that the Begums had me- 
ditated the expulfion of tneir Ton from 
the throne, and of the Englidi from Ben- 
gal, twice intend to pal's through the city 
^ their reddence. 

" "Thi t^/V/^y Chief Juftice, faid Mr. 
<* Sheridan* difi-egards bufmefs : He 



k 



wants to fee the country i Like fome 
innocent fchool-boy, he taket the prim- 
r rofe path, and amufes himfelf as he 
^f ^s : He thinks not that his «nrand 
^^ IS on danger and death ; and that his 
* ^ piirty of^/^/x/arg e nds in loading others 
•« With ll'(Jns." VVheiTat Lncknow, he ne- 
-ver mentions the affidavits to the Nabob : 
No, he is too polite x He never talks of 
them to Mr. Haftings — out of politenefs 
too. A Mafler of Ceremonies in Juftice i 
When examined at the bar, he faid, — he 
imagines there muft have been zfworn in" 
itrpretert from the looks of the manager.* 
fiow I looked. Heaven knows, faid Mr. 
Sheridan, buf: fuch a phyfiognomift there 
ss no efcaping. — He fees a fworn interpreter 
in my looks : He fees the manner of ta- 
king an oath in my looks ! He fees the 
^^Aafon and the Ganges in my lo^ks ! As 
ior himfelf, he only looks at the tops and 
Sottoms of affidavits ) In feven years he 
fakes care never to look at thcfc fwear- 
ings J and then goes home one night, and 
undoes the whok j' though when he has 
feen them, 3ir Elijah feeros to know lefs 
about thexp than when he has not. 
' The fecond circumitance worthy of 
•bfervation, was, that if a concluiion 
could be made from a cloud of circum.. 
fiances, the inference on this occafion 
would undoubtedly be, that Sir Elijah 
Impey wasdiifuaded by Mr. Haftings and 
Mr.Middlcton from paffing by the way of 
Fyzabad, as well knowing, that if, as a 
friend to Mr. Haftings, he were to approach 
theBegumSjhewouId be convinced, by his 
reception, that nothing could be more fo- 
reign from the truth than the idea of their 
fnppofcd difafFe5Viun— It was alfo obferv- 
ablc, that Sir Elijah Impey, at Luckiyw, 
taking evidence in the face of day in fup- 
port of this charge of rebellion again ft 
the Begums, when convcrfjng with the 
Nabob and his minifter, heard not a 
fingle word from either of a rebellion by 
which it was propofcd to dethrone the 
Nabob, and to change the government of 
bis dominions ! — And equally unaccount- 
able it appeared, that Sir Elijah Impey, 
who had luivifed the taking of thofc affi- 
davit* for the fafwty of Mr. Haftings, had 



never read them at fhe time, for thtf pur* 
pofe of feeing whether they were Suffi- 
cient for the purpofe, or the contrary !— 
After fo long a referve, however, and af- 
ter declaring on oath that he thought it 
unneceffary, the next ftcp taken by Sir 
Elijah Impey was to read the affidavits, 
as, however laiv, they might contributt 
fomething to his information. He bad 
been led to this ftudy, by his own allega- 
tion, from having been mifled by Mr. 
Sheridan, one of the Managers on the 
part of the Commons, who by looking at 
a book which he held in his hand, had 
perfuaded him to declare that a fworn in- 
terpreter was prefent on the receiving of 
thofe affidavits— that Major Davy was pre- 
fent for tliat purpofe — and that whoever ic 
was, he was peifeftly fatisfied with hit 
condu6l on the occanon; when it was 
aftually in evidence that no interpreter 
whatfoever was prefent. — Now, faid Mr. 
Sheridan, how I, by merely looking 
into a book, could intimate the pre- 
fence of an interpreter, could inculcate 
the affiftance of Major Davy, and could 
alio hok the fatisfa£lion conceived by 
Sir Elijah Impey, are queftions which 
I believe that Gentleman alone is able 
to determine ! 

He (hould admit, however, he faid, 
that Sir Elijah Impey had not ftri^Uy at. 
tended to forms on the occafion of taking 
thofe affidavits } that he had merely di- 
re£led the Bible to be given to the Wnitcs, 
and the Koran to the Blacks, and had 
packed up in bis wallet the returns of 
both without any further enquiry; or 
that he bad glanced over them in India, 
having previoufly cut off all communica- 
tion between his eye and his mind, fo that 
no confcioufnefs was transferred from the 
former to the latter; and that he had 
read them in England, if poffible, with 
lefs information :— however ftrange theft 
circumftances might be, he would admit 
them alls — he would even admit, that 
the affidavits were legally and properly 
taken, and yet would prove that thoie 
affidavits were not fufficient to fuftain 
any one point of criminality againft thofe 
who were the fubjefts of the prefent 
charge. 

After fome bi ief obfervations on fome 
parts of the affidavits, particularly on ihofe 
of a native officer, who, as Mr. Sheridan 
ebferved, gave a fpecimen of platoon 
firing in his evidence, by giving three af- 
fidavits in one day* ; he concluded \Kdth 



* «' He had fworn once — then again — and made nothing of it : then com^ he, with 
« an<Hhery andfwen^ a third time — and in compnny does better. SingU*k«nded lie can do 
'* tioaung-^bat fucceds by pUt99itfwiariMg and voJieys of •aibi!** 

'^Merviiig, 
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•bfcrving, that as it would tend very 
much to abbreviate the difcufTion of the 
prefent charge, to enter more largely into 
the tendency of thofe affidavits, he Ihould 
therefore make a paufe for the prefent, 
and take the liberty of calling the atten- 
tion of their Lordttiips more particularly 
to this point on an eofuilig day. 

At half paft fonr o'clock the Court ad- 
journed to Friday next. 

■■II ■■ 

Thirty-Third Dat, 

Friday, Junk 6* 

The Court being ieated at half paft 
twelve, after a fhort paule, Mr. Sheridan 
refume4 his fpeech, by expreHtng his fa- 
tisfoftion, that in the interval of the ad- 
journment, th« remaining part of the evi-t 
dence, &c. had been printed and laid be- 
fore their LordOiips $ as it was the wifh 
of the Managers that every document 
ihould be before the Court at the time,' for 
the purpofe of determining with mor^ ac- 
curacy whether they had or had not borne 
out the chargca which they prefcnted. 

Recurring then to the affidavits taken 
by Sir Elijah Impey at Lucknow, they 
formed, he obferved, a material article in 
the defence of Mr. Haflings $ and on the 
decifion of their LordQiips refpe£^ing the 
weight of the allegations which they con* 
tained, a great part of this queftipn 
would finally depend. With refjxift to 
one part of the charge made on the Be- 
gums — their having fliewn an uniform 
I'pjrit of hoitility to the Britifh Govern- 
ment — it had not only failed, but was abfp- 
lutely abandoned by the Cpunfel for the 
prifoner, as not being fuppgrted by a tittle 
of evidence. In deciding on the other 
parts of this charge-^thcir having commit- 
ted an overt-a6l of rebellion— their, having 
inflamed the Jaghirdars, and excited the 
4i(bontent^ in Oude«— their Lordftiips wei« 
toconfider the fituation in which Mr. Haf^ 
tings Hood at the time thefe charges were 
m^de. Havin^^ failed in his attempt at 
Benares, his muid was entirely dire6l»-d tp 
the treafures of the Begums. He knew 
that fuch was the fituation into which he 
hid plunged the affairs of the Company, 
that he knew he could npt addrefs his 
njenal mailers, unlefs fbme treafure was 
foynd. He had therefore flood forwards 
as an acculer, where he was alio to prefide 
as. a judge j — and with mu^h ^a^tipn 
Ihould that judge be heard, who has ap<f 
pai*cntly a profit on the conviction, and an 
intercft in the condemnation of the party 
to be tried. He would not fro ji this infer, 
hqwcver, that the charge was groundleis ; 
but he would argue, that uatil fully prov- 



ed, it fhould not meet with implicit credit* 
It was obvious alio that the attempt faid 
to have been made by the Begumn to de- 
throne the Nabob and extirpate the En- 
glifh, was in the highefl degree impro- 
bable J but he would not infer from 
thence, that it was impoflible. — There \% 
in human nature a perverfe propenfity to 
evil, which had fometimes caufed the per* 
petration of bad a6ls without any obvious 
gratification refulting to the perpetrator. 
AH be fhould claim, therefore, was, that 
the accufations bipught by Mr. Ha^ngs 
againfi the Begums, fliould undergo a cani- 
did examination, and that probable evi- 
dence, at leaft, fhould be brought to the 
fi^pport of charges in themfelves improt 
bable. 

Mr. Haftings in his defence had com« 
plained, that his profqcutor had attempted 
to blackefi thefe affidavits as ralh, irre? 
g\ilar, and irrelevant; when they had 
been authenticated by the pi-efence of Sif 
Elijah Iippey,^ an4 as he alfo obferved^ 
being uken in an enquiry, diredled fule- 
ly to eftablifhi the guilt of Chejrt Sing, they 
were merely %n acceffary evidence in the 
prefent qafe, and were therefore lefs liable. 
to fufpicioB. The reafonmg in this laft 
inflance, t/is. Sheridan obferved, would 
undoubted^ be good ; but that the af- 
fcrtion that tlic enquiries were exclufively 
directed to the crimination of Chevt Sing, 
had been proved an abfolute falfehood^ 
as they were really intended to juflify 
what was afterwards tQ be dpnt^ Wit^ 
refpe6l to the epithets beft^wed on.thof^ 
affidavits by his Honourable Friend, the 
trutli would beft appear from, a^ review of 
their contents.— <-A}r. Sheridan thenjpro«i 
ceeded to remark on the affidavits (eve* 
rallv, as ^r as they related to charges, 
againft the Begums, Thofe of the 
Jemmadars,^ or native fubaltern officers,^ 
containecl liothing, it appeared, but vague 
rumour and improbable luriHiie. 

One deponent, that was a black offi- 
ct\ in one of our regiments of Sepoy s^ 
flated, that having a confiderable number 
of people as hoftages, in a fort where he 
commanded, a/id who. h^d been fent thi- 
ther by Colonel tlannay, the countiy 
people got round th^ fort, and demanded 
that they fhould be delivered up j but in- 
ftea<j[ of complying with their requeft, he 
put almoil twenty of them to death : he 
afterward i threw^ down fome of the bat-. 
tlements of the fort, and killed fpur more 
of the hof^ages \ and, on another day, 
the heads of i8 more were flruck off, ahdf 
among them tbe liead of a ereat llajah of 
the country, by ordef of Cpfon^.H^iuiav. 
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The p^p!e round about were enraged at 
this execution, and crowded about the 
fort : fome of them were heard to lay 
|hat the Begums had offered a reward of 
1 000 nipees for the head of every Euro- 
pean, 100 for the head of eveij Sepoy Of- 
ficer, and lo for the head of a common 
Sepoy, — But it appeared afterwards pret- 
ty clearly that no fuch rewards had in 
reality been offered j for when C»ptain 
Gordon's detachment took the field, the 
people who furroundtd him told him> that 
if he would deliver up his arms atid his 
baggage, they would let him andhi:^ men 
continue their route unmolefled : fo little 
wtre they difpofed to enr ch themiclveg 
by the (laughter of the Briiifli forces, that 
when Captain Gordon's detachment was 
reduced by dcfertion to ten men, and 
when the flaughter or capture of them 
w'ould have been of courfe a work of very 
• little difficulty, the country people remain- 
ed fatisfied with the difpcrlion of the de- 
tachment, and then returned to their 
homes, without attempting to attack the 
poor remains of that detachment, the ten 
men who continued with Captain Gordon. 
That gentleman, in his affidavit, /"&r//»^^i/ 
the Begums to have encouraged the coun- 
try people to rife, becaufe when he arrived 
at the bank of the river ^ayW^z NuttUt on 
the oppofite bank of which (lands the town 
of Saunda, the Fowzdar, or Governor, 
who commanded there for 'the Bow Be- 
gurhi in whofe jaghire the town lay, did 
not iufianily fetid boats to carry him and 
hii men over the river, and becaufe the 
Fi>wzdar pointed two or three guns acrofs 
the river. Now, admitting both thefc fafts 
to be tfue, they could not affeft the Be. 
gums J for it was the duty of the Fowzdar 
to be on his guard, and not to let troops 
into his fort, until he knew for what pur- 
pole they appeared before it. In the next 
place, there was nothing in the affidavit 
which indicated that the guns were point- 
ed againft Captain Gordon and his men ; 
on the contrary, it was poffiblc tjiat theie 
giins had made that gentleman's purfuers 
difperfe } for it was rather remarkable, 
that they fhould purfuehim whilft he was 
in forces and fhould give over thepurfuit, 
Vvhen, by the defertion of his foldicrs, his 
detachment was reduced to ten men. 
However, whatever might have been the 
caufe of their difperfion. Captain Gordon 
at length got acrofs the river, and found 
himfelf in a place ofy?i/?n'> as foon as he 
got into a town that was uudtr the autho- 
rity of the Begums, who caufed him to be 
fent afterwards undtr a proucling guard 
•to Colonel Hannay. Ihis QiiXuiiQltaiwe 



was fupprefTed in the affidavit madcaftcr^ 
wards by Captain Gordon j for what pur- 
pofe it was not for him to judge. 

Hyder Beg Cawn, the Miniftcr of the 
Nabob, though fwearing both to rumour 
and to fa6l, could mention no particulars 
of an infurre6lion which was to have de- 
throned his Sovereign. Nor viTas the evi- 
dence of Col. Hannay and the other En- 
glifh Officers more conclufive : loud fuf- 
picions appeared to have been propagated 
at a time of general dirturbance, and when 
the flames of war were raging in the 
neighbouring province of Benares. Mr. 
Middleton, though fwearing after he had 
received his final orders from Mr. Haf- 
tings refpefting the feizure of the trea-; 
fuves, could only fay, that he believed the 
Begums had given countenance to the re- 
bels, and, he had heard, fome aid. The 
vhole of the depofuions, Mr. Sheridan 
obi'erved, were fo futile, that were they 
defended in an inferior court of juflice, he 
was convinced he fhould be forbidden to 
reply, and told that he was combating witli 
that which was nothing ! 

With refpea to the firfl part of the 
charge, the rebellion of the Begums, he 
could find no trace of any fuch tranfaftion. 
•* The beft antiquarian in oqr SQciety,»^ 
faid Mr. Sheridan, " would be, after all, 
•* never the wifer! — Let him look where 
** he would, where can he find any vef- 
** tige of battle, or a fingle blow? In 
" th.s rebellion, there is no foldier, nei- 
** ther horfe nor foot : not a man is 
** known fighting : no office order fur- 
** vives, not an exprefs is to be feen. 
•* This Great Rebellion, as notorious at 
** our Forty-fi'ue, pafTed away— unnatu- 
<* ral, but not r^^ng-^beginnin^ in no- ' 
" thing — and ending, no doubt, ju/l as it 
** began ! -'->. 

** Jf rebellion, my Lords, can thus form \ 
** unfeen, it is time for us to look about / 
** us. What hitherto has been Wr/»«^?//>, 
"may become biJioricmU Knigbtf- 
" bridge may at this moment be inveft- 
** ed; and ail that is left us, nothing but 
** the forlorn hope — of being dealt with 
*« according to the ftatute — ^Ey the found 
«' of the Kiot Aft— and the fight, if it 
«* can be, of another Elijah !" 

The Counfel had thought proper to 
dwell for a time on the Nabob's going to 
Fyzabad, on his return from Chunar, at- 
tended by a guard of 2o«o men. Mr. 
Middleton being afked, whether thefc men 
were well-appointed, though on another 
occafion he had declared himfelf no mi- 
litary man, caught in the inflant z. ^leam 
of martial mtmorji and anl'wcred m the - 

affir- 
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afflrmattvc. The contrary, however, was 
}*oTedby the evidence of Capt. Edwards, 
who attended the N^ob as his Aid-de- 
Camp, and a\Co that thofe tr<5ops were 
aclually mutinous for their pay, who were 
then taken to ftop the progrefs of difafFec- 
tion ! Yet he would agree to all that the 
Counfel required ; — he would fuffer the 
whole 19V men to enter full trot into the 
city of Fyzabad — ** while Middleton 
•* ftood by out of his wits, with a gleam 
*< of mariiarmemoi^i and while Sir Eli- 
'< jah,^like a man going to learn fafhions 
*' in France, or freedom in England, 
** takes a fportive tour, as fmooth and 
<* well beaten as Old Brentford \* for 
Captain Edwaixis had fully proved, that 
it was merely the ufual guard of the Na- 
bob. — It would therefore have been dif- 
rrfpeilful to have gone with lefs attend- 
ance ; he could have no motive for going 
incQS' unlefs he might have intended 
to make himfelf a perfe6i ma^h for the 
infurre6lion, which was alfo incog* or 
thought that a rebellion without an army^ 
would be moft properly fubdued by a 
Prince without a ^uard. 

Another fuppoied proof of thedifafTec- 
tion of the Begums was brought, by al- 
Icdgingthat looo ^/^^/>j had been raifed 
at Fyzabad, and fent to the adiilance of 
Cheyt Sing, and this for no other reafon 
than a detachment of the fame number 
was in the lift of the forces of that Rajah ! 
This fmgle ciixumftancc was taken as 
full and complete evidence cf the identity« 
of thofe troops. It was no matter that 
th« Officer fecond in command with Cheyt 
Sing bad fworn that t^ detachment came 
from Lucknow,. and not from Fyzabad. 



This Mr. Haftings would have to be a, 
trifling miftake of one capital for ano- 
thci- ! — The fame Officer, however, had 
alfo depofed, that the troops were ef a diffe- 
rent defcriptionj thofe or the Pegum being 
fwordfmen, and thofe in the fervice of the 
Rajah, matchlock men. The infe- 
rence to be made therefore undoubtedly 
was, that the detachment did aftually 
come from Lucknow j not lent ^lerhapt 
by the Nabob, but by fome of the Jagliir- 
dars, his favourites, who had abimdatit 
power for that purpofe, and whole aver- 
iion to the Englifh had always been avow^ 
ed. The name of Sadib Ally, his half, 
brother, had been mentioned as being 
highly criminal in thefe tranfa6^ions }— 
but to the queftion, why he was not pu- 
niHied ? Sir Elijah Impey had given the 
beft anfwer at that bar, by informing 
their Lordfhips that Sadib Ally was mi- 
ferably poor ! He had therefore found^ro- 
teftion m his poverty t and fafety in hit 
insolvency* Every common maxim of 
judging on fuch occafions was certain to 
be overturned by Mr. Haftings.~It was 
generally fuppofed that the netdy were the 
moft daring, and that neceflity was the 
^ronge{^ flimulus to innovation. But the 
Governor -General inverting this propo(i« 
tion, had laid it down as an axiom — that 
the anions of the poor were fufficiently 
puniTned by contempt — that the guilt of 
an offender fhould increafe in a precile 
ratio with his we;dth — and that, in fine, 
wliere there was no treafure^ there could 
. undoubtedly be no treafon ! 
j Mr, Sheridaft next read tiie letter of the 
' Begum ♦ to Mr. Haftings, comi)lainirig 
of the fufpicions which had been fo un- 



• Tke letter was as follows : — " The difturban^^s of Col. Haimay and Mr. Gordoa 
** were made a pretence for feizing my jaghirc. The ftate of the matter is this :— When 
** Colonel Hannay was by Mr. Haftings ordered t» march to Benares during thetrouMes o£ 
•* Chsyt Sing, the Colonel, lobo had plundered the whole czuvtry^ was incapable of procndin^^ 
** from t^ uni«u oftboufands of Zemindars y wh* badfeiTudtbiifuvourable opportunity j they bar- 
•« raffed Mr. Gordon near J anivard, and the Zemindars of that place and Acberpore op- 
<< pofed hib march from thence, till he arrived near Saunda. As the S^unda Nutta, from 
** its overflowing, was difficult to crofs without a boat, Mr. Gordon fent ro tlie Fowzdar ta 
** fupply him : he replied, the boats were all in the river; but would affift bim, according 
** to orders, as foon as pollible. Mr.Gerdon^s fituation would not admit of his waiting;' 
1< he forded the Nutta upon his elephant, and was hofpitably received and entertained by thei 
•' Fowzdar for fix days. In the mean time, a letter was received by vl\q from Col. Hannay^ 
** defiring m« toefcort Mr. Gordon to Fyzabad. As my friendlhip for the Englifh wasal- 
" ways fincere, I readily complied, and fent fome companies of Ncjeebs to t{co\^ Mr, Gor- 
** don and all his cffefts to Fyzabad j where, having provided for his entertainment, I ef- 
*» fcdled his junftion with Colonel Hannay. The letters of thanks received from both thefe 
** gentlemen, upon this occafion, are ftiil in my poffeffion, copies of which I gave in charge to 
•• Major Gilpin, to be delivered to Mr. Middleton, that he might forward 4l»«m to the Go- 
•« vernor -General. To be brief, ihofa who have loaded me with accufations, are now clearly^ 
*« coHviSedoffaifebood, But is it not extraordinary, that, notwilhllanding th« jnflncfs of my " 
*« caufc, nobody relieves my miifonuu«s! My prayers Iiavc been conllautiy offered to Heavco^ 
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jiiftly raifcd of her condu6l j and refer- 
ring to Capt. Gordon, who could teftify 
her innocence. He alfo read the letter of 
Capt. Gordon to the Begum *, thanking 
her for her interference, and acknowledg- 
ing that he owed his life to her bounty. 
It had been aflced, with an air of fonte 
triumph, why Capt. Gordon was not call- 
ed to that bar ? He had anfwered then as 
now, that he would not call on a man 
who, in his afHdavit, had fuppreffcd all 
mention of this important -trania^lton. 
He trufted, that if ever he faw him at that 
bar, he (hould witnefs a contiite zeal to 
do away the cffe£ls of that filence, and 
behold a penitential tear for the part he 
bad then taken. He hoped, however, for 
the honour of human natv.re, that Capt. 
Gordon was thtn under a delufion — and 
that he was led on by Mr. Middleton, 
who was well informed of the bufmefs, to 
a6t a part of which he did not know the 
c©nfVquences. Every feeling of humanity 
recoiled from the trani"a6^ion taken in any 
other point of view. It was difficult to 
imngine that any man could fay to a be- 
lief: ^or, " The breath that I now draw, 
** ntxt to Heaven, I owe to you 5 — my 
** exiftence is an emanation from your 
** bounty — I am indebted to you beyond 
•* all poflibility of return, and thtrefore, 
•* — my gratitude ihail be your de- 
" Jlrtiaionr 

' The original letters on this occafion 
from Colonel Hannay and Captain Gor- 
don to the Begum, had been tranfmitted 



by her through ' Major Gilpiii to Mn ' 
Middleton, for the purpofe of being^ihewn 
to Mr. Haftings ; but the leaves were torn 
from Mr. Middleton' s letter-book in the 
place where they (hould have appeared. 
When examined on this fubjeft, he faid, 
that he had depodted Periian copies of 
thofe letters in the office at Lucknow, 
but that he did not bring tranflations with 
him to Calcutta — ^becaufe he left Lucknow 
the very day after he had received the origi* 
nals. . Thisexcufe, Mr. Sheridan faid, he 
could boldSy aflcrt,was '».flat and decided 
perjury f / It could be pr«oved, by corre- 
fpondmgdates.thatMiddletonhad received ' 
thofe letters at leaft a mbnth before he left 
Luck now. He departed from that titf 
on the 17th of Oftober, but muft have re- 
ceived (hofe letters before the aothofthe 
preceding month. He was therefore well 
aware of the purity of thofe in whole op- 
preffion he was engaged ; he knew that 
their attachment was folly proved, at the 
very time when they vwrre charged with 
d'faffi:6^ion \ but as their puniihroent was 
predetermined, he, in concert with his 
principal, found it neceffary to fupprefs 
the teftimonials of their innocencei*— 
This mals of fraud and cruelty, covered 
as it had been by every art which the vile 
agents could devife, was now bared to the 
view, by the aid of that Power who can 
give a guinVs nefue even to an infant 
arm* The injured fufferers, with tears 
more powerful than argument, and with 
fighs more impreffive than eloquence. 



*• for your arrival ; report lias announced it, for which reafon I have taken up the pen, and 
** reqoeft you will not place implicit confidence in my accufers, hiit weighing in the fcaleof 
**'jaltfcc their falfehoodt and my rep fefeniat ions ^ ypu wiH exert your influence in putting a • 

•« period to the misfortunes with which 1 am overwhelmed." Here Mr. Sheridan re- 

niat kcii, that the plain and fimple langi^ge of truth gave to the reprefentations of the Begum 
% an Herculean force ; her complaints were eloquence, her fupplicatiims perfuafiun, and ber re-« 
monftiTtnces conviAion. 

* The letter was as follows : — << Begum Saib, of exalted dignity and ^enerofity, &c. whom 
** God prcrcrve. 

.** After prefcnring the ufual compliments of fervitude, &c in the cuftomary manner, my 
<* addrefs is prefented. 

** Your grijcious letter, in anfwer to the petition of your fervant from Goondah, exalted 
•* me. From the cfMitente 1 hecaroe unfpeakaSly impreffed with the honour it confeired. 
*^ May the Almighty protet^ that royal purity, and b«(tow happinefs, encreafe of wealth and 
*' profpffrity. 

** The welfare afysurfervanl is entirely owing to your favour ard benevolence^ &c. &c/* 

■f In thib evidence, Mr Sheridan faid in exprtis terms. '< tliere appeared flat perjury !— . 

** enoirouy, if it was fo, heyond all expectation, made roanifeft by that Power, 

" to whofe notl all creatures muft hcnd— to whom nothing, in tlie whole fy(tem of 
*« thought or r.6l»on, 'S impoflihle — who can invigorate the arm of infancy with a g(ant*t 
'' nerve-^ubo can hriKg 1 ghL out of dajknef?, ?nd good out of evil — can rive the con* 
*< ftnes of hidden mifchief, and drag forth each rainilier of guilt from araidft'his deeds of 
**darknefs and difafter — r?hi6tant, alas I and unrepenting^^to exemplify at leaft, if not 
** ato>>f — md to qu^ilify any cj«f\ial fnlfcrin;;s of innocrnce by the final doom of its oppofite-— 
<• to pr(>v« there are the ntvcr-faJuig corre^ions of Gt)d, 10 m«kc llrait the obliquity <if 
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fupplicated their Lotdfliips juftice, and 
called for that retribution which fliould 
take place on the dctefted but unrcpenting 
author of their wrongs ! 

The benevolent interference of the Be- 
gum in favour of Capt. Gordon, had 
been affigned by Mr. Haftings in his de- 
fence, to her intelligence of the fucceflTes of 
the Englifh at that period. — That this al- 
legation was founded in manifeft falfc- 
hood, could very eafily be proved. — The 
only liiccefs which the Brilifh forces at 
that time met with, was that of Colonel 
Blair on the 3d of September, but where 
he himfelf acknowledged that another vicr 
tory gained at fuch alofs, would be equal 
to a defeat,— The reports fpread around 
the country at the time were of the moft 
unfavourable caft — that Mr. Haftings had 
been (lain at Benares, and that the En* 
glifli were every where routed.-— Thefe 
reports, it was to be remarked, were of 
infinitely more confeqiience to the prefent 
aigument, than the fa^s which really oc- 
curred ; but if any doubt remained on the 
mind of any man, it was onl}^ neceffapy 
to recur to a never-failing evidence, in 
that of Mr. Haftings againft himfelf.— 
In a letter to the Council, which was on 
record, Mr. Haftings acknowledged, that 
from the aad of Auguft to the.2ad of Stp- 
tember, which included of courfe the time 
of Captain Gordon's liberation, ha had 
been confined in a fituation of the utmoft 
hazard ; that his fafety during that time 
was extremely precarious ; and that the 
aflPairs of the Engliik were generally 
thought to be unfavourable in the ex- 
treme ! In his defence, however, thefead- 
miffions were totally forgotten. There 
was alio an obfervable inconfiftency in 
what was there alledged — that Colonel 
Hannay had written to the Be^um in the 
ftyle ot fuppfication— bccaufe, in the del- 
perate fituation of affairs, he knew of no 
other which he could adopt ; and yet, in 
the fame fentencc it was avciTed» that the 
Begum had procured the releafc of Capt. 
Gordon— from her knowledge of the 
profperous advances of our army ! — It 
appeared, therefore, beyond the poflibility 
of a doubt, that thofc Prinlcfles had de- 
monftrated the firmnefs of their attach- 
ment to the Englifli, not in the moment 
of fucccis — not from the impuife of fear, 
nor from the profpc6l of future protec- 
tion } — but at a time when the hoard of 
collefted vengeance was about to burfl 
pver our heads 5 when the meafure of 
European guilt in Iriciia appeared to be 
completely filled^by the oppreffions which 
bad julk tlicn beu) exerciicd on ihe unfor- 



nate Chcyt Sing; and when ofFendrf 
Heaven feemed to interfere, to change 
the meek difpofition of the natives^ to 
aw 'ken their rcfcnimentSj and. to infpirlt 
their revenge ! 

Thtfecond of the remaining parts of 
the charge againft the Begums, was their 
haying inHamed the Jaghirdars. It was 
evident, however, even from the letters of 
Mr. Middleton himfelf, that no fuch aid 
was wanted to awaken rcfentmenrs, which 
mutt unavoidably have arifen from the 
nature of the bufinefs. — There were maiiy 
powerful interefts concerned 5 — the Jag- 
hires which were depending were of a 
vaft amount, and as their owners by the 
refumption would be reduced at once to 
poverty and diftrefs, their own feelings 
were iufficient to produce every efft^t whidi 
had been defcribed. It was idle, thert- 
fore, toafcribe to the Begums, without a 
fliadow of proof, the infpiring of fenti- 
mcnts which muft: have exilted withodt 
their ir^terfcrence. '* I fhall not wafte 
•* the time of the Court," faid Mr. Sh6- 
ridan, ** on fuch a ^ubje6>, but appeal to 
'* your Lordfhips individually to detet- 
*' mine, whether on a propofal being 
*« made to confifcate your Icveral eftatw 
** —and the magniiude of the obje6^s arc 
** not very unequal — the interiei-cnce of 
** any two Ladies in this kingdom would 
** be at all neceffary to awaken your rc- 
'* fentments, and to roufe you to oppofi* 
♦* tion," &c. 

The dil'contents which prevailed in the 
province of Oude had been alfo, and with 
iimilar juftice, attributed tothefe Princef- 
fei, and formed the third and laft article 
. of charge againft them. But the conduftof 
the officers refiding in that province^ the 
repe%^ed complaints from the natives, and 
. the acknowledged rapacity of Col. Han- 
nay, left no difficuhy in tracing thofe difC" 
contents to the fource where they had 
originated. The Nabob himfelf was fo 
well convinced of the tyranny of C6l. 
. Hannay) that on , a propofition coming 
from Mr. Haftings to lend him back into 
the province, the Nabob fwore by Maho- 
met, *< That if the Colonel was fent back, 
•* he would quit the province, and come 
** torelidewithMr.Haltings." The Go- 
vernor-General ibme time after fent an 
. apology for the fuggeilion, but it was then 
too late— Col. Hannay was dead — and 
the province was defolate ! 

** Should a ftranger furvey the land for- 
** merly Sujah Dowlah's,and feck the cault 
'< of its calamity— 'fhould he afk, what 
<< monftrous madnefs had lavaged thv«» 
*< with widc-ipreaJ W4r— what defoUi- 
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«' inpr foreign foe— ivhat difputcd fuc- 
■ •* ccflion — vvhat religious zeal — what 
•* fabled niontter has rtalked abroad, and 
** with malice and mortal enmity to man, 
*• has withered with the gripe of dejith 
*• CTcry giowth of nature and humanity 
«* —all the means of delight, and each ori- 
** ginal,fimple, principle of bare exiftence? 
•* the anfwer will be, if any anfwer //are 
*' be given, No, alas ! not one of ihefe 
** things ! no defolating foreign foe ! — 
** no difputed Jiicceflion ! no religious 
** fuperfcrviccable zeal ! This damp of 
«• death is the mere tffufion of Britifh 
** amity— we fink under the preflure of 
** their fupport— wc writhe under the 
•* gripe of their peftiferous alliance ! 

** Thus they fuffJered— in barren an- 
•* guifli, and inefle6tual bewailings. And, 
«* O audacious fallacy ! — fays the dc- 
** fence of Mr. Haftings — What caufe 
'* was there for any incidental ills, but 
" their own refiflanee ? 

•« The caufe was nature in the firft- 
** born principles of man. It grew with 
•* bis "growth j it ftrengthened with his 
** ftrength ! It taught him to underftand ; 
" it enabled him to feel. For where 
•* there is human fate, can there be a pe- 
•* nury of human feeling ?-*- Where there 
** is injury, will there not be refentment ? 
** — Is not defpair to be followed by coii- 
•* rage ? The God of Battles pervades 
•* and penetiates the inrooft fpirit of man, 
«* and roufing him to fhake off the bur- 
** then that is grievous, and the yoke that 
** is galling, will reveal the law written 
«< in his heart, and the duties and pri- 
•* vileges of his nature — the grand, uni- 
•* verfal compaft of man with man I— ^ 
*• That power is delegated in truft, for 
*• the good of all who obey it — That the 
•* rights of men muft arm againft man*s 
*• oppreffion — for that indifference were 
** treafon to human ftate, and patience 
** nothing lefs than blafphemy — againll 
•« the laws which govern the^?vo^ld !'* 

That this reprelenlation wA not ex- 
aggerated, would appear from thedefcrip- 
tion of Major Naylor, who had fucceeded 
Cpl. Haiinay, and who had previoufly 
faved kim from the vengeance which the 
aflembled Ryots or huftjandmen were about 
to lake on their oppiefl'or. The progrcfs 
of extortion, it appeared, had not been 
upitcnn in that province: — it had abfo- 
lutcly incrtaled 2s its refources failed, and 
as the labour of txa6lion became more 
difficult, the prhr of tliat encreafed labour 
had b< en charged as an additional tax on 
the wvwiched mhabilants I — At length, 



even in then- meek bofoms, where tnj'tir^ 
never before begot rtjentmenty nor de-^ 
fp^ir aroufed to coura^et encreafed opi 
preifion had its dueefte^l. They aflbm- 
bled round their oppreiTor, and had nearly 
niade him their facrifice. So deeply wera 
they imprtffed with the fenle of their 
wrongs, that they would not accept of 
even life from thofe who bath reicucd 
Col. Hannay ! They prefented themfelvct 
to the fwords of the foldiery, and as they 
lay bleeding on the banks of their facrea 
ftream, they comforted themfelves with 
the ghaftly hope, that their blood would 
not delcend into the Ibil, but that it would 
afcend to the view of the God of Natdre, 
and there claim a retribution for theii* 
wrongs ! — Of a people thus injured, and 
thus feeling, it was an audacious fallacy 
to attribute the condu6l to any external 
impulfe. — That God, who gave them the 
form of many implanted alio the wifh to 
vindicate the rights of man. Though 
fimple in their mannerS| they were not fo 
uninformed as not to know — that Power is 
in every ftateatruftrepofed for the general 
good ; and that the truft being once abuied, 
ihould of courfe be inftantly refumed. 

Though the innocence of the Begums, 
Mr. Sheridan continued, was thus proved 
beyond a poflibility of doubt, it could not 
but be allcnycd that he argued fairly, if 
he did not immediately infer, from that 
proof, the guilt of Mr. Haftings. He 
would go {q far as to admit, that Mr, 
Haftings might have been deluded by his 
accomplices, and have been perfuaded in- 
to a convi6lion of a criminality which did 
not exiit. If that were proved, he would 
readily agree to acquit the prifoner of the 
prefent charge. But if, on the contrary, 
there appeared, in his fubfequent conduft, 
fuch a concealment as denoted the fulleft 
confcioufnefs of guilt ; if all his narra- 
tions of the bufinefs were marked with 
inconfiftency and contradiflion,. that mind 
muft be inacceflible to conviftion, which 
could efntertain a doubt of his criminality. 
— From the month of September, in which 
the^feizure of the treafures-took-place, un- 
til the January following, had Mr. Haf* 
tings wholly concealed the tranfaftion 
from the Council at Calcutta ! If any 
thing could be more fingular than this 
concealment, it was the rea(bns by which it 
was afttrwards attempted to be juftified. 
Mr. Haftings firft pleaded a want of in- 
Jure. He v/as writing to the Council at 
a time when he complained of an abfolute 
inaction :-^he found time to narrate foroc 
pretty Ealtein taks, refpc^ing the at- 
tachment 
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tathment of the Sepoys to their can- 
xen, and their drefling them wiih flowers 
on particular occafions — but of a rebel- 
lion which convulled an empire — of the 
feizure of the treafures to fuch an amount, 
he eould not find Icifure to fay one fyl- 
lable, until he had fecured an excufe for 
his condu6l in the poflefTion of the mo- 
ney.— The fjcond excufe was, that all 
communication was cut off with Fyzabad ; 
and this was alledged at the time when 
letters were pafling daily between him and 
Mr. Middlelon, and when Sir Elijah Im- 
^y had pronounced the road to be as free 
Irom interruption as that between Lon- 
don and Brentford. — The third excufe 
was, that Mr. Middleton had taken with 
him on his depart jre from Chunar all the 
original papers which it was neceflary for 
Mr. Hnftings to confult ! — That the ori- 
ginal papers had not beenremovcrl wns 
evident, however, from Mr- Haliings 
fending a copy of the treaty of Chunar to 
Mr. Middleton, on the fourth day after 
the Refident's departure 5 though it ap- 
peared that it was reinrlofed at a proper 
time to Mr. Baitings, to be fhewn to the 
Council. A copy of the fame had been 
Ihewn to the Oriental Grolius, Sir Elijah 
Impey, which he confefTed his having 
read at the time when he declared his ig- 
norance of the guarantee granted to the 
Princeflfes of Oude! Looking to the ab- 
■furdlty of reafons fuch as thel'e afligned 
in defence of a filence fo criminal ; Mr. 
Sheridan declared, that he would lay 
afidc every other argument — that he 
would not dwell on any other topic of 
guilt, if the Counfel for Mr. Haiti ngs 
would but join iffue on this point, 
and provt;, to the I'atisfaftion of the 
Court, that any of thefe excufes were in 
the fmalleft degree fufficient for the pur- 
pofe for which they were afligned.' 

Amidft the other artifices of conceal- 
ment, was a letter from Col, Hannay, 
dated October 17, 1781, which Mr. She- 
ridan proved beyoiij^ difpute could not 
have been written at the time, but was 
fabricated at a fubf^qiient period, as it 
contained a mention of fafts, which could 
by no poflibiiity have been known to 
Col. Hannay at the time when it was 
pretended to have been written. What- 
ever clfe could be done for the pnrpole of 
concealment was done in that mixtnre of 
canting and myltery, of rhaptbdy and 
cnignia — ♦* Mr. Haltings' Narrative of his 
Journey to Benaies." — He there fet out 
with a folemn appeal to Heaven for the 
. truth of his averments, vnd zl declaration 
^ of the lame purport to Mr. Wheeler : The 
'faifh, however, thus pledged^ was broken 



both to God and man, for it was alrea-^ . 
in evidence, th:it no fingle tranla6tJoiV 
had occuri eil as it was there' (tated ! 

The quedion would undoubtedly oc- 
cur to every perfon who had attended to 
thefe proceedings — '* Why Mr. Haftings 
** had ulVd all thefe efforts to veil the 
" whole of this buiinefs in myftery ?" 
—It was not (lri(Stly incumbent on him 
to anfwer the queft:on, yet he would re- 
ply, that Mr. Haftings had obvioufly a 
bloody reafon for the concealment.— He 
had looked to the natural effc6l of ftrong 
injuries on the human mind j as in the 
cafe of Cheyt Sing, he thought that op% . 
preflion muft, beget refiftance ; and the 
efforts which might be made by the Be- 
gums in their own defence, though really 
the eJfeQi he was determined to reprefent 
as the atvfe of his proceedings. — Even 
when dilappoiiited in thole aims by the 
natural ineeknefs and fubmiffion of thofe 
with whom he was to a6t, he could not 
abandon the idea, — and accordingly irt 
his letter to the Dire<5tors, of January 5, 
17S2, had rcprefented the fabfequent 
dilturbances in Oude, as the pofitive 
caufe of the violent meafures which he . 
had adopted — two months before thofe . 
dilturbances had exiitence ! — He there 
congratulates his mafters on the feizure 
of thofe treafures which, by the law of 
Mahomcr, he a/Tures them were the pro- 
perty of Aibph ul Dowlah. Thus the per- 
turbed fpirit of the Mahometan law, ac^ 
cording to Mr. Haftings* idea, Itill ho. 
vertd lound, thofe treafures, and envied 
them *to every polfeffor, Until it at length 
Taw them fafely lodged within thtfanc^ 
tuary of the Britifli Treafury ! — In the 
fanle fpirit of piety, Mr. Haltings had af- 
fured the Houie of Commons, that thft 
inhabitants of Alia believed that fome 
unfeen power interfered, and condu6ted 
all his purfuits to their deftined end.— 
That Providence, however, which thus- 
condu6ted the efforts of Mr. Haftings, 
was not the Providence to which others 
profefs themfclves indctrtcd ; which- in- 
terferes in the caufe of virtue, and in- 
fenfibly leads guilt towards its punifh- 
ment j it was net, in fine/ that Provi- 
dence 

" Wbofe works are gooditefsf and luhofe ways, 

are right " 
The unieen power which prote6ted Mr* 
Haftings, operated by leading others in- 
to ciinjin'ality, which, as fur as it refpeit- 
ed the Govemor-Qcneral, w^s highly 
•tonvnate in its fttefts. — If the Kajah 
• Nunducomar brings a cl.arge againlt LVi»-. 
Haltings, Providence lu ordeis it, that 
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the Rajah has committed a forgery fome 
years before, which, with feme friendly 
aj/iftancet proves a fufficient reafon to re- 
move out of the way fo troiiblefome an 
acquaintance.— If the Company*8 af- 
fairs are deranged through the want of 
money, Providence ordains it fo that, the 
Begums, though unconfcioujhi fall into 
a rebellion, and give Mr. Haftings an 
opportunity of feizing on their treafures ! 
Thus the fuccefles of Mr. Haftings de- 
pended not on any pofitive merit in him- 
lelf J it was to the infpircd fjhnies, tht 
heaven -born crimes 9 and the providential 
treafons of others that he was indebted 
for each fuccefs, and for the whole tenor 
of his profpcrity I 

It muft undoubtedly bear a ftrange 
appearance, that a man of reputed abi- 
lity ihould, even when a£ting wrongly, 
have had recourfe to fo many bungling 
artifices, and fpread fo thin a veil over 
his deceptions. But thofe who teftified 
any furprife at this circumftance, muft 
have attended but little to the demeanor 
of Mr, Haftings. . Through the whole 
courfe of his conduct, he feemed to have 
adhered to one general rule— to keep as 
clear as poiRble off the fa£^ which he 
was to relate !— Obferving this maxim, 
bis only ftudy was to lay a foundation 
9H fanciful and as ornamented as pof- 
fible I then by a iuperadded mafs of fal- 
lacies, the fuperftru£lure was foon com- 
plete, though by fome radical defeat it 
never failed to tumble on his own head: 
rifing from thofe ruins, however, he was 
fi>on found rearing a iimilar edifice, 
but with a like effe6^.-^Deliehting in dif- 
ficulties, he difdained the plain and fe- 
cure foundation of truth ; he loved, on 
the contrary, to 6uiU on vl precipice, and 
to encamp on a ot/«/.— Inured to falls, 
lie fek not the danger, and frequent de- 
feats had given him a hardihood, with- 
out impremng a fenfe of the difgrace. 

It had been a maxim once as much* 
admitted in the praflice of common life, 
as in the fchool of philofophv, that where 
heaven was inclined to Jeftroy the vice, 
it began by debafing the intelle6^. This 
idea was carried ft ill farther by the Right 
Hon. Gentleman, Mr. Burke, who open- 
ed the profecution, who declared that 
prudence and vice were things abfolutely 
mcompatiblej — that the vicious man 
being deprived of his heft energies, and 
curtailed in his proportion of undti-ftartd- 
ing, was left with fuch a (hort-fighted 
degree of penetration, as could not come 
under the denomination oi prudence-T" 
Xhis icntiment did honour to the name 



of his Right Hon. Friend, *' to whom,** 
faid Mr. Sheridan, <* I look up with ho- 
" mage ! — whofe genius is commenfurate 
** to philanthropy — whofe memory will 
^' ftretch itfelf beyond the fleeting ob- 
'< je£ls of any little partial {htifliing— 
•* through the whole wide- range of ho- 
<< man knowledge, and honourable afpi« 
<* ration after human good— as large as 
" the fyftem which forms life — as 
•« lafting as thofe obje6is that adorn it." >^ 

But it was ft ill to be remembered, that \ 
there were other chara6lers befide a Caelar ^ 
and a Cromwell, who, a£Hng on deter- 
minations inimical to virtue, and hoftil^ y 
to the laws of (bciety, had proceeded, if 
not with prudence, yet with an all-com- 
manding/^0-^//^, that was produ£live of 
fimilar efFecls. Thofe, however, were 
ifoiateA characters, which left the vic^ 
that dared to follow either in a ftate of 
deipondent vaftalage, or involved it in 
deftru£lion. Such was the prefent in- 
ftance of failure, and fuch it was always 
to be trufted would be that of cveiy 
other who regarded fuch characters witb 
an eye of emulation. Such was tlie perpe- 
tual law of Nature, that virtue, whetner 
f>laced in a circle more contracted or eii- 
arged, moved with fweet confent in 
its allotted orbit ; — there was no diflb- 
nance to jar, no afperity to divide ;— -and 
that harmony which made its felicity, at 
the fame time conftituted its pirote^on* 
—Of vice, on the contrary, the parU 
were difunited, and each in barbarous 
language clamoured for its pre-eminence. 
—It was a fcene where though one do- 
mineering paflion might have fwa^, the 
others ftill preffed forward with their dif* 
fonant claims, and in the moral worlds 
effects ftill awaiting on their cauf;^, tht 
difcord of courfe enfured the defeat. 

Mr. Sheridan reverted again to the 
fubjeCt' of the claims made on the PriI^P 
ceflcs of Oude— Whether thofe were firft 
made by the Nabob, or fuggefted to him 
by his Sovereign, Mr. Haltiogs, though 
the Counfel haS laboured much to prove 
the former, appeared to him to carry veiy^ 
little difference. If the feizure was made ] 
as a confifcation and punifliment for fup- j 
pofed guilt — ^then, if ever there was a^ 
crime which ought to pafs ** unwhippccj- 
of juftice," it was that where a fon muft ) 
neceflarily be made the inftniment of any 
infliction, by which he broke his covenant 
of exiftence, and violated the condition by 
which he held his rank in fociety. If» on 
the contrary, it was meant as a refump* \ 
tion* in confequence of a fuppofed rigot / 
in the Nabob, then Mr. Haftiiigs fiiould 

have 
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\A\t recolIe6led the guarantee of the 
Company granted to the Begums j unlefs 
it was meant to fay, that Mr. Haftings 
a£led in that as in other inftances, and 
aflfui'ed them of his prote£lion,— until the 
▼ay moment when it was wanted.— It 
was idle, "however, to dwell on the con 
duft or free agency of a man who, it was 
notorious, had no will of liis own. What 
Mr. Middleton aflerted at that bar, would 
forcely be put in competition with a ferics 
ef eftablifhed fa£ls; by ^ich it appear- 
ed, that the Nabob had fubmitted to every 
indignity, and yielded to every aflurop- 
tion, — It was an acknowledged fa£(, that 
he had even been brought to jo'n in that 
paltry artifice which had been tenn^ the 
lubbmation of letters. This prsftice was 
carried to fuch a length, that he in the 
end complained, in a manner rather Indi*^ 
crous, tliat he was really tired of fending 
different chara6ler8 of Mr. Briftow, in 
tourluance of the dire6^ions fentto the Re- 
fident. — He had pronounced black white 
and white black fo often, that he really 
knew ik>t what to fay ; and therefore b^- 
ged that, once for all, the friends of a£» 
Haftings might be confidered as his, and 
that t^eir enemies might alfo be the fame. 
After this it was fuperfluous to argue 
that the Nabob could dire^ his views to 
lb important an objeft as the feizing of 
the treafures, unlefs he had been impelled 
by Mr. Middleton, and authorized by 
^r. Haftings ! 

At half paft four o'clock, Mr. Sheri- 
dan being apparently exhaufted, by a 
foeech of four - hours continuance^ the 
Court adjourned. 

Thirty.Fourth Day, 
Tuesday, June lo. 

The Lord Chancellor not havir g had it 
in his power to attend the Coif^ this day. 
Earl Bathurft prefided in- his room, and 
took his feat upon the woolfack. His 
X^ordfhip having called upon the Commons 
to proceed, 

Mr. Sheridan rofe. He faid, that re- 
lying upon the attention with which he 
was honoured the laft time he had the 
honour of addreiTmg their Lordihips, he 
would not recapitulate on this occa(ion 
what he had faid on Friday,toftiew that the 
Nabob of Oude had been reduced by Mr. 
Haftings to the degraded ftate of a de- 
pendent Prince, who had no will of his 
own, but was obliged to p.urfue any mea- 
Ibre which Mr. Haftings was pleafed to 
didlate to him. TheCounfel for the pri- 
ibner had laboured to imprefs their Irord- 
ibips with an tdeai that the (iabob wa^ « 



Prince fovcreignly independent, and in no 
degree fubjeft to the controul of Mr, Haf- 
tings ; but after the numberlefs proofs 
that had been given of his heincj a cypher 
in the hands of the Governor- General, it 
would be incumbent on the Counfei to 
prove his. independence by ytry ftrongr 
evidence indeecl ; and he believed, that in 
the aifeir of the refumption of the jaghiret 
and the feizure of the treafures in parti- 
cular, they would find it a very difficult 
matter to execute fuch a ta£k. The Hon , 
Managers had aiTerted, that the meafure 
of feizing the treafures had orieinated 
with Mr. Haftings, and they had given 
in evidence many ftrong proofs in fup» 
port of the affertion 5 it would be incum- 
bent theijefore on the Cownfel to proVe^ 
that the meafure had originated with the 
Nabob 5 and of that they could not give 
a m(H%fati8fa6lory proof than the paper, 
W iaftmment, in which it was originally 
^Y»>ofed by him to Mr. Haftings: but 
as he believed no fuch propofltion ever 
icame from the Nabob, as an original 
meafure, fo he took it for granted, the 
Counfel couid never produce any letter or 
paper from that Prince, containing any 
luch propofltion, as coming immediately 
from himfelf. 

The feizure of the treafures and the 
jaghires was the effeft of a dark con/pi^ 
racj, in which no more than Jix penons 
were concerned. Three of the confpira- 
tors were of a higher order — thefe were 
Mr. Haftings J who might be confidered 
as the principal and leader in this black 
affair ; Mr. Middleton, the Snglifh Re- 
fident at Lucknow 5 and Sir Elijah Impey ; 
•*— the three infisrior or fubordinate conipi. 
rators were, Hyder Beg Kba/t, the noroi- 
naj Minifter of the Nabob, but in realty 
the creature of Mr. Haftings 5 Colonel 
Hannay, ^ud AH Ibrahim Khan* 

Sir Elijah Impey was intrufted by Mr. 
Haftings to carry his orders to Mr. Mid* 
dleton, and to concert with him the means 
cf carrying them into execution. As 
this gentleman waj a principal aftor in 
this iniquitous affair, Mr. Sheridan 
thought it wQuld be necelfary to take not 
tice of fome parts of the evidence which 
he had delivered upon oath at their J#ord« 
fhips bar. 

When Sir Elijah was afked, what be« 
came of the Perfian affidavits (fwom be« 
fore him^ after he had delivered them to 
Mr. Haftings? — he replied, that he really 
did not know. He was aiked, if he had c 

got them tranilated, or knew of their • ;! 
having been tranftaied, or had any ccWi* ■' ''^ 
Ta:£ui<m with Mr* Haftingt on the fvb-- ^ 
N» ^ . ^ 
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>e6l of the affidavits ?— He replietl, that he 
knew nothing at all of their having been 
tranflatcd, and that he had no convcria- 
lion whatever with Mr. Haftings on the 
iubjeft of the Rflidavits after he liad deli • 
vered then\ to him. He was next a iked, 
whether he did not jthink it a little fingiu 
lar, that he fliould not havchtld any con. 
yerfation with the Governor General, on 
a fiibje6t of fo much moment as was that 
of the affidavits he had taken ? His an- 
swer was, that he did not think it fingu- 
larj and his reafon for thinking it was 
jiot, was, that, he left C^'Unar the very 
day after hedclirvered theqffidavi s to Mr. 
Haftings. From this anlwer tluii Lord- 
iliips might infer, that tjir Elijah, on 
cuitiing Chunar, had left the Governor- 
General behind him : but Mr. Sheridan 
faid, he would prove that this was 
hy no means the cafe ; .for, from letters 
written by Sir Elijah himfe f, 5^nd which 
had been read in evicltnce, it appeared, 
that he arrived at Chunar the ^It of De- 
cember 17^1 J that he then bcgap to take 
affidavits; that having compleated that 
bunnefs, he and Mr. Haitings left Ciiu- 
nar together, and fct out on the load to 
Benares; and that, having been together 
from t!iL- firft to the fixth of December, 
the forii.cr took leave of the latter, and 
y proceeded on hi§ way to Calcutta. -:•; — 
Ileie Mr. Sheridan left their Lord(hips to 
I judge, how far Sir Elijah Impcy had or 
i hail not attempted to imi^ofc upon them, 
1 when he faid, that hib reafon for not 
\^ thinking it fingular, fl:"t he (houla 
"not have had any convcrfntipu with Mr. 
Haftings on the fubjeft of the affidavits^ 
^ after he had delivered them to that gen- 
tleman, v/As-^t/jat he left Chunar the 'very. 
\ tuxt day. — The inference was, that there- 
fore he could not have conyerfed v\ith 
bin) ; but now their J^ordihips muft fee 
tijat fuch an inference would be falfe, as 
Sir Elijah left Chunar in comply with 
the Governor-Gejieral, and continued 
with him till the ^th of December, If, 
fh'.n, the anfwer made by Sir Elijah was 
lb worded, as to lead to a falfe infe- 
rence, it would be for then Lurdfliips Iq 
judge, whether the whole of his evi- 
dence, oji tha: point, was or was not 
calculated tomifttadand deceive ihem. 

There was another part or ihe fame 
-gentleman's evidence, which he would 
prove was not entitled to any credit from 
taeir LcrJdiips. Sir Elijah had fworn,^ 
that be knew nothing of the Perhun atli- 
claviis having been tranilated. Now it fo 
luppened, that a leiter from Major Wil- 
llani Davy, tliCpuntidtQtiai Sfcittary of 



Mr. Haftings, and Peffian trandator/ 
had been read to their LordHiips in evi- 
dence, from which it appearea, that he 
had made an affidavit before Sir Elijah 
Impey himfclf, 'at Buxar, on the 12th of 
December, juft fix days after that gen- 
tleman and Mr, Haftings parted, the pur* 
port of which ^as, that the papers an- 
nexed to the affidavit were faithful tran^ 
flati.»ns of the Perfian affidavits (alfo an-, 
nexed) taken by Sir Elijah \ the date (the 
12th of Deceoibei) appeared no fewer 
than ftx timek i« Major Davy's depoft- 
tions, fo that there could not be any mif. 
take in it j it was fworn before Sir Elijah, 
and ivas fgned by him j and yet, that 
gentlenian \\\i\feiv'jrn^ before their Lord- 
ffiips, that he had never heard of any 
tranllaiion of tlvB^e Perfian affidavits. 
Upon liiefe two circumdances, Mr. She- 
ridan faid, he would make only one remark, 
which hail been ufed by a very great man, 
** 7hat no ene could tell where to look 
for iruthi if it could not bi found on the 
judgment Seat, or htozu what fo credit 9 
if the affirmation of a fudge was not ta 
betrufied-'' 

Sir Elijah Impev, as he had obferved 
before, was intrufted by Mr. Haftings to 
concert with Mr. Middieton the means of 
carrying into execution the orders of 
which Sir Elijah was the bearei* from the 
Gcvernor- General to the Refident. Thc/e 
orders did not appear any where in twri* 
ting } but their Lordfliips had been made 
acquainted with the purport of them by 
the moft .fatisfa6lory evidence : they- 
therefore knew, that Mr. Middieton was, 
in obedience to them, to perfuade the 
Nabob to propofe, as from himl'elf, to . 
Mr. Haftings, the feizure of the Bcgumsf 
trc'ifures. — That this was the real fa6b, 
would appear unqueftionable, from the 
gcperal t-.nor of Mr. Middleton's letters 
pa the fubje<5l, and from Mr. Haftings's 
own account of the bufmefs in his dcr 
fpnce. — The latter appeared to be ex- 
tremely at a lof5 how to aft about the 
tieafr^re;. — The (fuppolcd) rebeUion of 
the Bedims made it extraordinary, that, 
at the moment wh^n he was contilcating 
their cftatcs, he fiiould Itipulate, that an 
'annual aijowance, equal to the produce 
9f thofe cilatcs, fhould be fccured to them : 
ne found himfelf embarrafled how to 
proceed alfo refpefting the treafures; for, 
on the one hand, he did not wifli to ap- 
pear the prii/cipal mover in feizing them, 
and yet he did not hefitate to charge them 
with trcafon and rebellion, for which he 
niigUt have feized them as forfeited to the 
ftate. \x!i tlie latter cafe^ it looked as if 
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Itf feared to do what the- treafon of t!ie 
Begums would have juftified him in do- 
ing. Uis einbanaflnients on this occa- 
fion proved, that he was confcioiis of the 
injulUce of his proceedings ap;fliuft thofe 
ladies.— If they were notoiioiilly in re- 
bellion, there could not be any ground 
for his being alhamed of appearing in the 
meafure of feizing their property : it was 
only the confcioufneli of their innocence 
that could make him afraid of undertak- 
ing what vrould bring upon him the exe- 
cration of all ranks of people. In this 
perplexity, he dcfirid Sir Elijah Impey 
would inftru£l Mr. Middleton to urge 
the Nabob to propofe, as from himfelf, 
the feizure of the treafures. The un- 
happy Prince, without a will of his own, 
confented to make the propofal, as an al- 
ternative for the refumption oithejajrhires, 
a meafure to which he had the molt un- 
conquerable reluftance. Mr. Haftings, 
as it were lo indulge the Nabob, agreed 
to the propofal, rejoicing at the fame time 
that his fcheme had proved fo far fuc- 
cefsful, as that this propofal, coming 
from the Nabob, would, as he thought, 
free him (Mr. Haitings) from the odium 
pf plundering the PrincelTes. But the 
artifice was too fliallow, and their Lord- 
iliips were now able to trace the meafure 
to its fourcc. They were now apprized, 
from the evidence, that Mr. Haitings 
\^^^fuggejied it to Sir Elijah Impey, that 
he migiit fuggf/l it to Mr. MiiKi!etf*n, 
that he might yi/^^^<»y? it to the Nabob, 
that his Highnefs \^^^g^'^^ fugg^Jl it to Mr. 
Haftings; and ihu^ foggfjiion returned to 
the place from which ii originally fet out. 
One fingle paffage from a letter, wrote 
by Mr. Middleton to Mr. Haitings, on 
the id of December 1781, would make this 
point apprar as clear as day. In this paf- 
fage Mr. Middleton informed the Gover- 
nor-Genera', " That the Nabob, wilhing 
** to evade the meafure of rcfumii-g the 
" jaghires, had lent him a mcflfage 10 the 

*^ following purport : That if the 

'^ meafure propoied was intended to pro- 
** cure the payment of the balance due 
** to the Company, he could better and 
** more cxpediiioully efftfl that ohjc6l, 
** by taking from his mother the trea- 
*« fures of his father, which he afferted 
** to be in her hands, and to which he 
" claimed a right, founded in the laws 
** of the Koi an j and that it would be 
<* fufficicnt that he (Mr. Haftings) 
** twould hint his opinion upon it, without 
*^ giving a formal fan fir on to the mea» 
** iure propofd. Mr. MiddLion added, 
^* 7he r^uTHption of the jaghires it is 



** nrcrffary to fuftj^ndy till I have your 
** aifiucr to this letter.'" 

Upon this letter, Mr. Sheridan faid, 
he liad fome obfervations to make. la 
the firll place, it was clear, that though 
the Nabob had-confented to make the de- 
fned propofal for feizing the ticafures, it 
was only an after native; for it entered 
into the Nabob's heail bothuo feize the 
tieafurcs, and refume the ji'ghires : the 
former iticafure he wiftied to fubftitute in 
the room of the latter, and by no meant .^ 
to couple them together ; but Mr. Haftingi • 
was too niceareafoner for ihe Prince 
for he infifted that one meafure (houid be 
carried into execution, bee a u(e the Nabob 
had propofed it ; and the oihej*, becauie 
he himfelf determined upon it j and thut 
each party found his alternative adopted. 

Another remark upon this letter was, 
that here the Nabob was ftill taught to 
plead h's right to the treafures, as founded 
upon the^aws of the Koran; but not a 
word was faid about the guarantee and 
treaty that had barred or extingui/hod 
that right, vvhatever it might have been. 
But it all that Mr. Haftings would have 
the world believe was true, he had a 
much better claim, againft which the 
treaty nnd gunranlee could not be pleaded j 
and tl^at was the treafon of the Begums, 
by which they had forfeited all their pro- 
perty to the itale, and every claim upon 
the English for protection. But upon 
this right by forfeiture, the Nabob was 
filent ; he was a ftranger to rebellion, and 
to the trealbn of his parents j and there- 
fore was redi.ced to the necellity of re- 
viving a claim under the laws of tlie 
Koran, which the treaty and guarantee 
had for ever b irred. 

The laft obfervation with which he 
would trouble their Lordfhips, was upon 
the very remark:' ble exprcfhon contained in 
this letter — ** That it would be fufncient 
" to hint his :Mr. Haftings) opinion upon 
** //i without giving a formal fajilftion 
** to the mecfure propofe d'^—^fW^ this 
caution ? If the Begums had been guilty 
of treafon, why (liould he be ftai|ul of 
declaring to the world, that it was not 
the jjra,ltice of the Engt Ih to prote6t re- 
bellious fubjcct^, and prevent ihcir in- 
jured fovereigns from proceeding againft 
them according to law ? That therefore 
he confidered the treaty and-guarantce, by 
which the Begums held their property, as 
no longer bin ling upon the Erigiidi go- 
vernment, who conftquently couij have no 
further right t«> intertcrc bw-twcen the Na- 
bob and his rebellious parents^ but: ou^t. 
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"to leave him at liberty to piini/h or for- 
give ihcm as he fliould think fit. But, in- 
ficad of holding ihis language, which 
manlinefs and confcious integrity would 
have di£^atcd, had he been convinced of 

. the guilt of the Begums, Mr. Hattings 
m^iflied to derive all poflible ad vn mage 
from o8i*ve meafures againlt the Begums, 
•nd, at the fame time, lb far to fave ap- 
pearances, as that he might be thougnt 

\ to htpaffive in the affair. 
' . Mr. Sheridan remaiked, that in ano- 
ther paffageof the fame letter upon which 
be had juft made thefe obfervaiions, Mr. 
Middlcton informed the Governor- Ge- 
neral, that he fcnt him at the fame time a 
letter from the Nabob on the fubjcft of 
fcizing the treafures i but this letter had 
been fuppreffed. Mr, Sheridan called 
iipon the Ccunfel for the prifoner to pro- 
duce it, and then it would Iptak for it- 
felf 5 or to account fatisfa^torily to their 
1-ordfliips for its not having been entered 
vpon the Company's records. But this, 
he laid, was not t-he only IVppjvflion of 
^hich he had realbn to complain j the 
affidavit of Goulals Roy, who lived at 
F}zahad, the refidence or the Begums, 
and who was known to be their enemy, 
'Was lupprefled. No perfon could l>e lb 
well informed of their guilt, if the;- had 
been guilty, as Goulafs Roy, who lived 
upon the fpot where levies were faid to 
have been made for Cheyt Sing, by 
ordt-rof the Begumf^. Theirfore, if his 
teftimony had not d^ftroyed the idea of a 
rebellion on the pari of the Begums, there 
was no doubt but it would have been 
carefully prelerved. Tho intonnatioii of 
Mr. Scott had alfo beerifupprcfled. That 
gentleman had lived unmolefled at Saun- 
da, where Siimplhire Khan commanded 
fov the Begums, and where he had car- 
litd on an extenfive manufacture, with- 
out the Icaft hindrance from this (fup- 
pcfcd) dllafffciied Governor Sumplhirc 
Khan. — Mr. Scott was at Saunua when 
Cf ptain Gordon «nived there, and when 
It was faid 1 hat the Governor pointed the 

• guns of the fort upon Captain Gordoi/s 
P'Jrly; ^If this circumiiance had re.llly 
happened, Mr. Scott muft have heard of 
it, as he was himfelf at the time under 
' tile proteftion of thole very guns. Why 
then was not the examination cf this 
gentleman produced? He believed their 
Lord. hips weie fatisfltd, that if it had 
fupp<.rtt:d ihe allegations againlt Sump-, 
ihue Khar,, it would not have been iiip- . 

Mr, Sheiidan faid, it was not cUar to 
hiui that Icrvut ^ tool as Mr. IMiddle- 



ton was, Mr. Haftinp had thought pfb- 
per to CQtrult him with every part of his 
intentions throughout the bufmefs of the 
Begums } he certainly miftnifted, or pre« 
tended to Tuiftruft him in his proceedings 
relative to the rcfumption of the Jag- 
hires. When it began to be rumoured 
abroad, that tewm* fo favourable to the 
Nabob, as he otx^ined in the treaty of 
Chunar, by which Mr. Haftings content- 
ed to withdraw the t«mponvy brigade^ 
and to remove the Englilh gaitlemen 
from Oude, would never have been gcaut- 
ed, if the Nabob had not bribed the pv* 
ties concerned in the negociation, to be^* 
tray the intirett of the Company. Sooa 
as thefe run^ours reached the ears of Mr. 
Haffings, he accufed Mr. Middleton and 
his afliftint Refident, Mr. Johnfon, with 
having accepted bribes from the Nabob. 
They both joined in the moft folemn af- 
/iirances of their innocence, and called 
God to witneis the truth of their decla- 
rations. Mr. Had^igs, after this, ap- 
peared fatisiicd: poflibly the confciouf- 
nefs that he had in his own pocket the 
only bribe wHich had been giycifi on the 
occafion (the ioo,coo ).) might have muit 
him the lefs eameft in profeciiting any 
further enquiry into the bufinefs. 

From a pafege in a letter from Mr. 
ttaftiiigs, it was clear he did not think 
proper to commit to tvrtting all the or- 
ders that he wiftied Mr. Middleton to 
execute i for theie Mr. Haftingsexprelfed 
bis doubts of that perfon's **.firmnefs 
^ and activity, and, above alii of his 

*^ RECOLLECTION of hi{ INSTRUC- 

*' TiONS, and their importance; and 
** faid, that if he (Mr. Middleton) 
" cou'd not rely on his own power, and 
" the means he poffeflcd for performing 
*' thoie fervlces, he would /r^^ him from 
'* the charge^ and would proceed bimjelf 
" to Lucknow, and would himfelf y^^'* 
" dei lake them." 

Their Lordfhips muft prefume that the 
inflrudioTiS alluded to mult have been 
"jtrbiil-, for had they been 7fr///<f«> there 
was lio danger of their having hi&a for- 
got. Here Mi-. Sheridan called ;ipon the 
Counfel to ftate what thofe inftruftions 
were, which were of fo much importance f 
which the Governor was jgreaUy afraid 
Mj*. Middleton would not recoUeft, and 
whichy nevenhelcfs, he did not dare to 
commit to writing, which would have 
been the moft efttilual way to prevent 
him from forgetting them. ' * 

To make their Lordfhips uiiderftahd 
fome other e^prelTions in the above paf- 
ikue, Mr. Sheridan recalled to dieir me- 

jnoryt . 
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niory, that it had appeared in the evi- 
dence, that Mr. Middleton had a llrong 
objeaion to the refumption of the jag- 
hires, which he thought a fervlce of fo 
much danger, that he removed Mrs. 
Middleton and her family when he was 
about to enter upon it j for he expe6led 
refiftance not only from the Begums, 
but frpm the Nabob's own Aumeels, who 
knowing that the Nabob was a reluftant 
inftrumint in the hands of the Engliftif 
thought they would pleafe him by refift- 
ing a meaUire to which they knew he 
had given his authority againft his will : 
in a word, Mr. Middleton expcfted that 
the whole country, as one man, would rife 
againft him ; and therefore it was that he 
fufpended the execution of the order of 
refumption, until he fhould find whether 
the fcizing of the treafures, propofcd as 
alternaU've, would be accepted as 



for what was done oi that occafion af 
Fyzabad. 

Here Mr. Sheridan was taken tilt and 
retired for a while, to try if in the fre(h air 
he could recover, fo as that he might con* 
elude all l\e had to fay upon the evidence 
on the fecond charge. — Mr. Adam, ia 
the mean time, read fome letters of Me. 
Middleton.— Some time after, Mr, Fox 
informed their Lordihips, that Mr. She- 
ridan was much better, but that he feU 
he was not fufficiently fo, to be able to dQ 

Slice to the fubjcft he had in hand, Thf 
anagcrs therefore hoped their Lord- 
(hips would be pleafed to appoint a fiiture 
day, on which Mr. Sheridan would finifli 
his obfervations on the evidence. 

Upon this their Lordfhips returned t^ 
their own Houfe, and adjourned the Cour| 
to Friday. 



fuch, Mr. Haftings prcflcd him to exe. 
cute the order for refuming the jaghu-es, 
and offered to go himfelf upon that fer- 
vice, if the other fhouid decline it. Mr. 
Middleton, at laft, having received a 
thundering letter from Mr. Haftings, by 
which he left him to aft under ** a dread- 
ful reiponfibility/* fet out for Fyzabad. 
For aH the cruelties and barbarities that 
were executed there, the Governor- Ge- 
neral in his narrative faid, he did not hold 
himfelf refponfible, becanfe he had com- 
manded Mr. Middleton to be perfonally 
prefent during the whole of the tranfac- 
tion, until h^ (houid have completed the 
buiinefs of feizing the treafures, and 
refuming the jaghires.— But for what pur- 
pofe had he ordered Mr. Middleton td be 
prefent ? He would anfwer, by quoting 
the orders verbatim. — " You yourfelf 
«< muft be perjonally prefent — you muft 
** not allow any negociation or forbear- 
" ance j but muft profecutc both fervices 
** until the Begums are at the entire 
•* mercy of the Nabob."— Thefe peremp- 
tory orders, given under " a dreadful re* 
fponfibility," were not iflued tor purpofcs 
Q^ humanity i that the prcfcnce of the Refi- 
■dent might reftrain the violence of the 
foldiers, but that Mr. Middleton (hould 
be a watch upon the Nabob, to fteel his 
heart againft the feelings of returning na- 
ture in his biieaft, and prevent the poiH- 
bility of his relenting, or granting any 
torms to his mother and grandmother. 
This was the abominable purpole for 
which Mr. Haftings had commanded him 
to be preieut in perfon \ and, on account 
of his prefence for fuch an esd, Mr Haf- 
tiigs.pieaded that he was not refpaniibie 



Thirty-Fifth Day. 
Friday, June 13. 
At twelve oXlock, the Lord Chan- 
cellor and the mover of the prefent • 
Charge appeared in their refpeftive places^ 
and both in a ft ate of rccoveicd healthy 

Mr. Sheridan began, by apologising 
for the interruption which his indifpoH- 
tion had caufed on the former day. Hf 
affured their Lord (hips, in the ftronge^ 
terms, that nothing but the importance of 
the caufe, to which he felt himfelf totally 
unable to do juftice, could have made 
him trefpafs on that indulgence which 
on other occafions he had fo amply ex- 
perienced. 

He had then concluded, with fubmit- 
ting to their Lordibips the whole of the 
eorrefpondence, as far a» it could be ob- 
tained, l^etween the principals and agents, 
in the nefarious plot carried on agaioft 
the Nabob Vizier, and the Begums of 
Oude. Thefe letters were vrofrthy the 
moft abftraded attention of their Lord- 
(hips, as containing not only ^narrative, 
of that foul and unmanly confpiracy, but 
alfo a detail of the motives and ends for 
which it was formed, and an Sxpofitioa 
of the trick, the quibble, the prevarica- 
tion, and the untiulh with which it was 
then acled, and now attempted to be de- 
fended! — The queftion would undoubt- 
edly fuggeft itielf, why the correfpon- 
"dence ever was pr^iuced by the parties 
againft whom it was now adduced in 
evidence, and who had fo much reafou 
to diftruft the propriety of iKeir own con- 
duct ? — To this the anfwer was, that it 
was owing to a mutual and provideniind 
refentment which had broken out b«- 

t««i9 
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fween ihc parties, which was generally 
the cafe bt.twjcn ptrii'ns concerned in 
fuch tranla^lions, Mr. Midillcion was 
incunlVd, anrl felt as a gsllino: triumph 
the coi.fiiicnce re|>olccl by the Govcrj^or- 
Gcneral in oih i Ag''nts. — Mr. Haltiit'S 
^■ih iflF-nded by the tan/y 'iL\urh:r/'s 
whi' h marked the conduit of Midde- 
ton J by the vari uh rcmonrtrances by 
the Apcn' — though as knowing the man 
to w!i. m tb-y wer addrcird, they were 
all gT'Mjnded on motives of p^dicy, not 
of liuni nity ; rnd of expe(lif*ncy, which 
Jeft jurtice entirely out of ih'- qurftion ; 
but thf ^reit oih-nfibl- gro\;jid ..f .juar- 
rel was, that Middleton h.jd dared to 
fpend two days in negociation — rhoij:;h 
that dtlay had preventt-d the r,t.i!eral 
mafTacre of upwards of Viuo ihoufund 

p(rfons ! The real cnufc, ii-wcvcr, of 

this (inference was a firm beli f on the 
part of Mr. Haltmgs, il^it Mr. Middle- 
ton had inverted Hieir <i»fFerentritiiaiions, 
and kept the Hun's Jharc o: plunder to 
himlelf. There wtr- u-.i ioubie.'.ly Ibme 
circumltances to jultify rhis ruri>icion. 
At the time when Mi. H.-tlbn^-s had fi.lt 
complained, the Nabob's Trt*aru:y was 
empty, and his troops fo mutinous for 
their pay, as even to threaten his life j 
yet in this moment of ^ratitudi^ and 
opulence^ Middleton intiiv.a:cd the Na- 
bob's defire to make Mr. Mailings a pre- 
fent of locoool. That fic ifice, how- 
ever, not being deemed lufii::en', Mr. 
Middleton was recalled, and M^jor Pal- 
mer was lent in his room, wr.h inftiuc- 
tions to tell the Nabob that fuch a dona- 
tion was jiotxo be attempted : the Prince, 
however, with an unfortunate want of 
recolleftion, faid thut *' no Inch offer had 
ever been in liis mind,"— Thus, it had 
always been confidcrcd as the heighten- 
ing of a favor beiiowed, that the receiv«- 
fhoaiJ not know from what quarter it 
came ; but it was relcrved for Mr. Mid- 
dleton to improve on this by fuch a de- 
licate rejinemanti that the perlbn giving 
ftiould be totally ignorant of the favor 
he conferred ! 

But notwithftanding ihefe little dif- 
ferences and fufpicions, Mr. Hartings 
and Mr. Middleton, on the return of«the 
latter to Calcutta in Odober 1782, con- 
tinued to live in the fame Ityie oi friendly 
Collujiov, arid fraudulent famtliarilj as 
ever, hut ,wheii Mr, iiriitow, not an- 
fwcrir:g the purpofes of Mr. Haftings, 
was acuftd on xXv:: fuborned \t\.\tx% pro- 
cuied tro:;; ilid Nabob, one of which pio- 
Tiounced him the blati^eft character in 
cxilttnce, while anotiier, of the fume date ^ 



fpokc of him as^ a very honcft fellow ; 
Mr. HaUings thought it might ai>pear 
particular i and therefore, after their in- 
timacy of fix months, accuics Mr. Mid. 
dlctor. alio befoie the Boaid at Calcutta. 
It was> tiuM thii in the rafli eagernefs 
which Jdtii.guilhed his purluit of every 
objcd, Mr. llaitmgs had incautiouily, 
bui h.»p^:]y f'.;r the prefent purpofes of 
julticf, Irouglit forth thefe fecret letters. 
It inattcied not what were the views 
which induced Mr. Haftings to bring 
that chari;e ; whether he had drawn up 
the accuiation, or obliged Middluon 
with J is a'td in framing a defence \ the 
wh le ended in a repariee, and a poeti- 
cal qwot iiioii from t:.e Governor-Gene- 
ral. The only circumllance material to 
the j)Urpores of humanity, was the pro- 
dudion of iiiftrumenls, by which thofe 
who had violated every principle of juf* 
tice and benevolence, were to fee iheir 
guilt explained, and, it was to be hoped, 
to experience that punilhment which tliey 
dell'rveil. 

To thofe private letters it was that 
their Lordlliips were to lock for what- 
ever elucidation of t.he fubje^l could be 
drawn from the pai ties concerned: writ- 
ten in the moments of confidence, they 
declared the real motive and objeft of 
each meafurej ihc pul/Iic letters were 
only to be regarded as proofs of guilt, 
whenever they eftablifhed a contradic- 
tion. The Counfel for the Prifoner had 
cholen, as the iafell ground, to rely on 
ihc public leiitrs, written for the con- 
cealment of fraud and purpofc of decep- 
tion. They had, for inllance, parti- 
cularly dwelt on a public letter from 
Mr. Middleton, dated in December 
1781, which intimated fome particulars 
of fuppofed contumacy in the Begums, 
vyith a view to countenance the tranfac- 
tions which fhortly after took place, and 
particularly the refumption of the Jag- 
hires. But this letter both Sir Elijah 
Impey and Mr. Middleton had admit- 
ted, in their examination at that bar, to 
be totally •fa lie 5 though if.it were in 
every point true, the apprehenfioiv of re- 
fiitance to a meal u re could not by any 
means be made aground for the enforce- 
ment of that mcalure in the firll inftance« 
TheCounlbl leemed difpleafed with Mr. 
Miiidleton for the anfwer, and therefore 
rc}»eatcd the queftion. The witncfs, 
however, did not readily fall into their 
humour; for he declared, that he did 
not recoil tft a particle of the letter j and 
though memory was undoubtedly not the 
forte of Mr. Middleton, he was not, per- 
haps » 
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liapFfy entirely Faulty on this occafion, at 
the letter wat certainly of a later fabri- 
cation, and perhaps not from his hand. 
This letter, however, was alfo in direfk 
contradiction to every one of the De- 
fences fet up by Mr. Haftings. — Ano- 
ther public letter, which had been 
equally dwelt on, fpoke of the << deter- 
mination of the NaboV to refume the 
Jaghires. It had appeared in evidence, 
that the Nabob could by no means be 
compelled to yield t© their meafurcs— 
that it was not until Mr. Middleton 
had actually iiTued his own Perwannas 
for the Colleftion of the Rents, that the 
Nabob, rather than be brought to the 
utsnoft ftate of degradation, agreed to let 
the meafure be brought forward on his 
own aft I The refulance of the Be- 
gums to that meafure was noticed in the 
fame letter, as an inltance of female 
leviiy-'^s if their defence of the pro- 
perty alfigned for their fubfiftence was to 
he made a reproich ; — or that they 
^eferved a reproof for female U^htnefst 
by entertaining z, feminine objeftion— .to 
their hting Jiarved I 

This refiltance to the meafure, which 
%ras expefted, and the confoling ilaughter 
«n which Mr. Haftings relied, were look- 
ed to in all thofe letters as a juftification 
of the meafure itfclf. There was not 
the fmalleft mention of the anterior re. 
bellion, which by prudent ajler'thou^ht 
had been fo greatly magnihed. There 
was not a fyllable of thofe dangerous 
machinations which were to have de- 
throned the Nabob ; — of thofe fangui. 
nary artifices by which the Englifh were 
to nave been extirpated— Not a particle 
concerning thofe pra^ices was mention- 
ed in any of Middleton*s letters to Haf- 
tiogs, or in the ftill more confidential 
communication which he maintained with 
Sir Elijah Impey 5 though after the 
latter his letters were continually poft- 
ing, even when the Chief Juftlce was 
travelling ronnd the country in fearch of 
affidavits. When on the 28th of No- 
vember, he was bufied at Lucknow on 
that honourable bufinefs, and when three 
days after he was found at Chunar, at 
the diftance of 200 miles, prompting his 
inftruments, and like Hamlet's Ghoft ex- 
claiming— •* SWEAR!"— -his progiefs 
on that occafion was fo whimfically fud- 
den, when contralted with the gravity of 
his employ, that an obfervfcr would be 
tempted to quote again from the fame 
icene,— «< Haf Old TruepenVy, canfl 
$hou mob fo faft i* the ground?** — Here 
^w.ever the comjp ariipn ceafcd *- tor 



when Sir Elijah made his viHt to Luck- 
now, *< to liihet the almoft blunted pur* 
pofe*^ of the Nabob, his language wat 
wholly different from that of the Poet : 
— it would have'been much againft his 
purpofe to have faid, 

** Taint not thy mind, nor let thy foul 

contrive 
** Againft thy MOTHER aught T 

On the fubjea of thofe Affidavits, he 
would only make another fingle obfcr- 
yation.— Sir Elijah Impey had denied all 
acquaintance with their contents, though 
he had been a£lually accompanied to 
Buxar by Major Davy, who there tran- 
fl^ted them from the Perfian, for the ufe 
of Mr. Haflin^s ! — There was amongft 
them, an Affidavit taken in Englidi, 
from a Native at Buxar, but which was 
firft explained to the deponent by Major 
Davy in the prefence of Sir Eli j^jh Impey. 
— How far therefore the afTertion of the 
Chief Juftice was plaulible, and how far 
this fa£l was conlif^ent with that alTer- 
tion, he fhould leave it to their Lordfhips 
to determine. 

It was in fome degree obfervable, that 
not one of the private letters of Mr. 
Haftings had been produced at any time. 
—Even Middleton, when all confidence 
was broken between them, by the pro- 
duflion of his private concfpondence at 
Calcutta, either feeling for bis own fafety, 
or funk under the fafcinating influence 
of his mafler, did not dare attempt a re- 
taliation I •— The letters of Middleton^ 
however, were fufHcient to prove the 
fituation of the Nabob, when prefTed ta 
the meafure of refuming the Jaghires, in 
which he had been reprcfented as a6ling 
wholly from himfelf. — He was there de« 
fcribed as loft in fullen melancholy-^ 
with feelings agitated beyond exprtfEon, 
and with every mark of agonized fenfi- 
bility. To fuch a degree was thisappa. 
rent, that even Middleton was moved to 
interfere for a temporary refpite, in which 
he might be more reconciled to the mea- 
fure. ** I am fully of opinion," faid he, 
*< that the defpair of the Nabob muft 
impel him to violence 5 I know alfo that 
the violence muft be fatal to himrelt— 
but yet I think, that with his prcfent 
feelings, he will difregard all confequen- 
ces."— Mr. Johnfon alfo, the Affiftant 
Refident, wrote at the fame time to Mr. 
Haftings to aver to him that the meafure 
was dangerous, that it would require x 
total Reform of the CoHeftion, which 
could not be made without a Campaign / 
-^This was Britl/h Jufiicc 1 this was i>V/- 
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t'ljli Humanity! Mr. Hafttngs enfures to 
the Allies of the Company in the ftrongeft 
terms their Profperity and his Protec- 
tion ;— the former he fecures by fending 
an ai'my to plunder them of their wealth 
and to defolate their foill— rhis protec. 
tion is fraught with a (imilar fecurity \ 
•f — like that of a'Vulture to a Lamb- 
grappling in its Vitals!— thirfting for 
its Blood I— fearing off each Petty Kite 
that hovers round— and then, with an 
infulting perverlion of terms, calling fa«- 
crifice, ProieBion I 

" An objcft for which Hiftopy fearchea 
for any (imilarity in vain. — The deep- 
fcarching Annals of Tacitus— the lumi- 
nous Philofophy of Gibbon — all the Re- 
cords of Man's £normity, froni Original 
Sin to this.period in which we pronounce 
it. dwindle into comparative infignificanca 
or enormity^both in aggravations of 
vile Principles, and extent of their Con- 
fcquential Kuin 1— The viflims of this 
opprellion were confeflfeJly deftitute of 
all power to refift thtir opprefTors ; but 
that debility, which from other bofoms 
would hayc claimed fome compaf^on, 
with refpcfl to the mode of fuffering, 
here excited but the ingenuity of Tor- 
ture ! Even when eyery feeling of the 
Nabob was fubdued, nature made a 
lingering, feeble (land within his bafomf 
but even then that cold unfeeling fpirit 
of malignity; with whom his doom was 
^xed, returned with double acrimony to 
its purpofe, and compelled him to inflict 
on a parent that d^ftruflion, of which he 
was himfelf referved but to be the lall 
wiaiml" 

■ Yet when cruelty feemed to havf 
reached \\% bounds, and gujlt to have 
afcended to its climax, there was fome. 
thing in the charafter of Mr. Haftings, 
which feemed to tranfcend the latter, anfl 
overleap the former }«-and of this kind 
was the letter to the ^abob, which was 
difpatched on this occafion. To rebuke 
Mr. MidSleton for hi^ moderation^ as 
was inflantly done, was eafiiy performed 
through the medium of a public and a 
private letter.— But to vjrrite lo the Na- 
bob in fych a manner that the command ' 
inigh^ ^e conveyed, and yet the letter 
afterwards ihewn to the world, was a 
talk of more difficulty ; but which it ap- 
peared by the event was admirably fuite^ 
to the genius of Mr. Hafting^. His kt, 
ter wa? dated the fifteenth of February 
978^* t}i U2;h the Jaghires had been then 
a6liialiy feizec) — and it was in proof that it 
had been fent at a much earlier period. 
ffe ilfere aftircif the Nabob of his co'^^ 



cidence with his wifhes rtCptSiing the pc« 
fiimption of the Jaghires— fhe declarer 
that if he found any difficulty in the 
meafure — he, Mr. Haftings, would go 
to his affiftancc in perfon, and lend hia 
aid to punijh thofe who oppofed it— *'*for 
that nothing could be more ardent than 
his friendihip, or more eager than hit 
steal for his welfare." The moft defpe^ 
rate intention was clothed in the mildeft 
language.— rBut the Nabob knew ^y fad 
experience the chara6^er with whom he 
had to deal, and therefore was not to Im 
deceived; he 'faw the D^^j^^ gliftening^ 
in the hand which was treacherouAy ex« 
tended, as if to hit affiftance<?— and from 
that moment the laft faint Ray of Nature 
expired in his bofom. Mr. Middleton 
from that time extended his Iron Sceptre 
without' refiftance — the Jaghires were 
feized, every meafure was carried, and the 
Nabob, his Feelings wounded, and hif 
Dignity degraded, was no longer con4« 
dered as an objs^ of regard. — Though 
thefe were circumftances exafperating to 
the human heart which felt the fmalleft 
remains of ienfibility, yet it was necef- 
fary, in idea, to review the whole from, 
the time that this treaphery was firf( con-> 
ceived, to that when by a feries of arti- 
^es the mod execrable, it was brought 
to a coiinpletion. Mr Haftings would 
there be feen ftanding aloof indeed,' but 
not ina6livc in the war I He would be 
difcpyered reviewing his agents, rebuking 
at one time the pale confcience of Mr. 
Mi<ldleton, and at another relying on the 
ftouter villainy of Hyder Beg Cawn. 
With all the calmnefs of veteran delin- 
qaency, his eye ranged through the byfy 
prufpe^jb, piercing through the darknefe 
of fubo'rdinate guilt, apd arranging witl^ 
congenial adroitnefs the agents of hip 
Crimes and the ijiilruments of hit 
Cruelty. 

The feelings of tl^c feveral parties at 
the time would be mo(l properly ^dged 
of by their refpeftive correlpondence^ 
When the Bow Begum, defpairing of 
redx-efs from the Nabob, addre0ed herfelf 
to Mr. Middleton, and repiinded him of 
the guarantee which he had iigned, ihe 
was inftantly promil?d that the amount 
of her Jaghire fhould be made good* 
though Mr. Middletpn faid he could not 
interefere with the fgvereign deciijon of 
the Nabob refpe^ling the land&. ' The 
deluded and unfortunate woman *< thankr 
ed God that Mr. Middleton was at han4 
for her relief," at the very inftant whea 
he was dire^ing every effort to her de^ 
fiLxu^QTiv*— "wW^H he had i^ftually writcea 
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the orders which were to take the tol- 
ieflion oat of the hands of her agents ! 
Even when the Begum was undeceived— 
when (he found that BritiAi faith was no 
protection, when ihe found that (he 
ihould leave the country, slnd prayed to 
the God of nations not to grant his peace 
to thofe who remained behind $— -there 
iKras ftill no charge of rebelliont ^^ re- 
crimination made to all her reproaches 
for the broken faith of the Englifli. 
Even when ftung to madnefs, (he aiked 
" how long would be their reign,** no 
mention of her difaffe£tion was broueht 
forward ; the ftrefs was therefore idle, 
which the Counfel for the prifoner (bovt 
to lay on thefe exprefllons of an injured 
and enraged woman. — When at iaft irri* 
tated beyond bearing, (he denounced In- 
famy on the heads of her OpprefTors, who 
was there who would not (ay that (he 
/poke in a prophetic fpirit, and that what 
ihe had then predicted had not eren to 
its lad letter been accomplilhcd I But 
did Mr. Middleton even to this violence 
tetort any particle of accufation ? No| 
be fent ^jocofe rep\yt (tating that he had 
received luch a letter under her feal» but 
that from its contents he could not fuf- 
peCl It to come from her» and begging 
therefore that (he might endeavour to 
detttt the fergery /*^Thus did he add 
to foul injuries, the vile aggravation of a 
hrutal j/fi\ — like the Tiger that prowls 
over tlie Scene where his Ravages were 
committed, he fliewed the favagenefs of 
his Nature, by grinning over his Prey, 
and fawning over the Iaft Agonies of his 
unfortunate Victim. 

Thofe letters were then enclofed to 
the Nabob, who no more than the reft 
made any attempt to juftify himfelf by 
imputing any criminality to the Be- 
gums. Ht only (ighed a hope, that hit 
condu£k to his parents had drawn no 
ihame upon bis head ; and declared his 
intention to puniih— not any difaiftc- 
tion in the Begum— but fome officious 
fervants who had dared to foment the 
mifunderftanding between them and the 
Nabob. — A letter was finally fent to 
Mr. HaftingSy about fix days before the 
feieureof the treafure from the Begums, 
declaring their innocence, and referring 
the Governor-General to Captain Ger. 
fton, whofe life th:y had protected, and 
whofe fafcty (hould have been their juf- . 
tificarion. That enquiry was never made 5 
it was looked on as unnecefTiry — becaufe 
the convif^ioji oi t\if;\r innocence was too 
deeply imprctted I 



The Counfel in recommending an at- 
tention to the public in preference to 
the private letters, had remarked in par- 
ticular, that one letter (hould not be ta- 
ken as evidence, becaufe it was evidently 
and abftraaedly private, ad it contained 
in one part the anxieties of Mr. Middle- 
ton for the 'illnefs of his fon. Thia 

was a (ingular argument indeed. The 
circuinftance undoubtedly merited (trift 
obfervatton, though not in the view 
in which it was ulaced by the Counfel.*^ 
It went to (hew that fome at leaftof thofe 
concerned in thefe tranfaaions, jfelt the 
force of thofe tics, which their efForta 
were direfted to tear afunder— that thofe 
who could ridicule the refpc^ive attach- 
ment of 7 mother and a fon— -who would 
prohibit the reverence of the fon to the 
mother who had given him life-^who 
could den3r to maternal debility the pi-o- 
te6Uon ^hich filial tender nejs (hould af- 
ford— were yet fenfible of the ftraining 
of thofe chords by which they were con- 
nefted.-^There was fomething in the 
prefent bufinefs— with all that was hor- 
rible to create averfion — fo vilely loath, 
fome, as to excite difguft^-^li it were 
not a part of his duty, it would be fuper- 
fluous to fpeak of the facrednefs of the 
ties which thofe aliens to feeling— thoft 
apoftates to humanity had thus divided. 
— In fuch an alFcmblv, faid Mr. Sheri* 
dan, as that before which I fpeak, them 
is riot an eye but muft look reproof to 
this condua — not a heart but muft an^_ 
ticipate its condemnation. — ** FILIAL 
«* PIETY I It is the primal bond 
«• ciety— It is that inftin^ive principle, t 
" which, panting for its proper good, | 
" foothes, unbidden, each (cnfeand fen- V 
•* Ability cf man ! — It now quivers on / 
•* every lip I— it now beams frons every J 
** eye!— It is that gratitude, which fofttn- / 
** ing under the fewfe of recoUedled good, 
** is eager to own the vaft countlefs debt 
'' it ne'er, alas 1 can pay — for fo many 
** long years of unceafing folicitudes, 
** honourable felf-denials, life-prefeiv. 
" ing cares !— It is that part of our 
*^ pra^ice, where duty drops its awe ( 
•' — where leverence refines into lovet 
•* —It aiks no aid of memory ! — it 
** needs not the deduftions of rea- 
" fon !— Pre-exifting, paramount over 
^* all, whether law or human rule 
" — few argumeiys can encreafe and 
" none can dimini(h it !-*It is the (a. 
'jgHamcnt of, our nature — not only the 

O a. *^ 
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'^ monfirft his laft moft endearing dc- 
** lights I when the bofom glows with 
** the idea of reverberated io?e— when to 
** requite on the vifitationi of nature, 
** and return the bleifings that have been 
** received ! when — what was emotion 
** fixed into viul principit— what was 
** inllinft habituated into a mafter- paf. 
«( Hon — fways all the fweeteft energies of 
*^ man— hangs over each vicifllitudt: of all 
** that muft pafs away — aids the melan- 
<* choly virtues in their laft fad talks of 
«> life — to chear the languors of decre- 
'* pitude and age— explore the thought 
*« — explain the aching e^jre I'* 

The Jaghires being feized, Mr. She- 
ridan proceeded to obferve, the Begums 
were left without the fmalleft (hare of 
that pecuniary compe nfation promil'ed by 
Mr. Middleton $ and as when tyranny 
aiHJ injuflice take the field, they are al- 
ways attended by their camp- followers y 
paltry pilfering, and petty inAilt — (o in 
this indance, the goods taken from them 
were fold at a mock fale at inferior va- 
lue. Even gold and jewels, to ufe the 
language of the Begtims, inftantly loft 
their value when it was known that they 
came from them ! Their miuifters were 
thert fore imprifoned to extoit the defici- 
ency which this fraud had occafioned ; 
ami thofe mean arts were employed to 
juftiiv a continuance of cruelty. Yet 
ihefe slgain were little to the frauds of 
Mr. Haftings. After extorting upwards 
of 6co,oooL he forbade Mr. Middleton 
to come to a conclufive ftttlerrunt. — He 
knew thit ihe treafom of our allies in 
India had their origin folely in the wants 
cf the Company. He Could not there- 
fore fay that the Begums were entirely 
iiitioccnt, until he had confulted the 
general Record of Crimes /—the Cojh 
A' count at Calcutta 1 — And this prudetice 
©t Mr. Haftings was fully juftified 
by the event — tor there was actually 
found a balance of fwruty-Jix lacks 
more againftrhe Begums, which 260,00®!. 
worth of treafon hid never been dreamed 
of before. ** Talk not to us,'' faid the 
Governor-General, ** of their Guilt or 
Innocence, but as it fuits the Company's 
€ifdltl We will not try them by the 
Code of Juftinian, nor the Inftitutes 
of Timur — We will not judge them cither 
by the Biitiih Jaws, or their local cuf- 
loms I No ! We will try them by the 
Muli'pllcation Table^ we will find them 
guil'y l)y the Rnle ofVirecy and we will 
condemn them according 10 the i'ai>i^u 



and profound Inftitutet of— C0CKE]i*t 
Arithmetic ! " 

Proceeding next to ftate the diftreflef 
of the Begums in the Zenana, and of the 
vvomen in the Kbord M^al» Mr. She*- 
ridan remarked, that feme obfervatioii 
Was due to the remark made bv Mr. 
Haftings in his Defence, where he de- 
clared — " that whatever were the dif- 
trefics there, and whoever was the agent, 
the meafure was in his opinion reconcile- 
able to juftice, honour, and found poll* 
cy." Major Scott — theincomparabUa^ 
gent of Mr. Haftings, had declared this 
paftage to have been written by Mr. Haf« 
tings with his own hand.— -Mr. Mid* 
dleton, it appeared, had alio avowed bis 
(hare in thofe humane tranfaftions, and 
bjuihingly retired. Mr. Haftings then 
cheered his drooping rpirits.*— '* What- 
ever part of the load," faid he, " yourt 
cannot bear, my unburdened charaaer 
fliall aflume. I will crown your labours 
with my irrefiftible approbation — ^Thus 
iwin-warriors ye ihallgo forth I do you 
find memory, and I'll find cbaraSer'^ 
and afiault, repulfe, and contumely ftiall 
all be fet at defiance !" 

If I could not prove, continued Mr. 
Sheridan, that thofe aas of Mr. Mid. 
dleton were in reality the afts of Mr. 
Haftings, I fliould not trouble your 
Lordlhips by combating thefc afiertions { 
but as that part of his criminality can be 
inconteftibly afcertained— I ftiall un« 
doubtedly appeal to the aflembled legif- 
lators of this realm, and .call on them to 
fay, whether thofe afts were juftlfiableon 
the fcore oi policy \ I ftiall appeal to all 
iheau^uft prcfidcnts in the courts of Bri- 
tifli juftice, and to all the learned orna- 
nients of the profeffion, to decide whe- 
ther thcfe anions were reconcileable to 
juftice. — I ftiall appeal to a reverend af- 
ftmblage of prelates feeling for the ge- 
neral interefts of humanity, and for the 
honour of the reljgiun to which they be- 
long : Het theip determine in their own 
minds, whether thofe atls of Mr. Haftings 
^m\ Mr. Middleton were fuch as a ChtiP' 
tian ought to perform, or a man to avow I 
He then proceeded to relate the circum- 
ft?.nces of the iniprifonn^nt of Bahar 
AUv Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn, the 
miniftrrs of the Nabob, on the grounds 
above fta'.cd : with thera was confined 
that arch-rebel Sumj fliire Cawn, by 
whom every aft of hoftility that had 
taken place againft the Englifti, was 
ftatcd to have been committed.-- No en- 
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^uiry, howerer, was made concerning hit 
treafoni though many had been held re. 
fpeiling the treafure of the others. He 
was not fo far noticed as to be depri?ed 
oiYki^food^'y nor was he even compli- 
mented ^hh fetters ! and Vet when he is 
on a future day to be informed of the 
mifchiefs he was now dated to hare done^ 
he muft think that on being forgotten, 
he had a vtry providential efcape ! — The 
others were, on the contrary, taken from 
. their milder prifon at Fyzahad \ and 
when threats could efFe5^ nothing, tranf- 
ferred by the meek humanity of MK 
Middleton to the fortrefs of Chunar^ur. 
There, where the Britifh flag was flying, 
they were doomed to deeper dungeons, 
heavier chains, and feverer punifhments. 
There where that flag was difplayed, 
which was wont to chear the deprefled, 
and to dilate the fubdued heart of mifery 
•— thefe venerable, but unfortunate men 
were fated to encounter fomething Icrjuer 
than PERDITION, andfomething blacker 
than DBSPAlRl It appeared from the 
evidence of Mr. Holt and others, that 
they were both cruel) y flogged, tiiough 
one was above fevcnty years of age, to 
extort a confeflion ot the buried wealth 
of the Begums '.—Being charged with 
difaffe^lion, they proclaimed their inno- 
oence.— ** Tell us where are the rem^in- 
** ine treafures, (was the reply) — it is 
** only a treachery to yo»r immediate fo- 
** vereigns :*-and you will then be fitaf- 

* The following note from Mr. Middleton to Lieutenant Francis Rutledge, dated Ja- 
nuary 20, 1782, had been read in evidence: 
«• Sir, 

** When this note is delivered to you by Hoola«5 Roy, I have to dcfirt , that you order 
*' the two prifoners to be put in i/<ms, keeping them from all f%)*Ay &fc. ojrreeatlt to my n- 
** firuSioni of ytflerdny, 

(Signed) Nath. Middleton.'* 

Mr. Middleton had indeed refufeJ to acknowledge that he wrote this note, alledging that, 
at he had been accufed by Mr. Haltings for his condudl at Fyzahad, he begg«d lie raigitt 
not be forced to aufwer queftions that wou'd criminate himfclf. But whr.t was the nature 
of the accufation brought againft Mr. Middleton by Mr. Haftings ? Was it, iliat he had 
ufed liarih methods to get poffeflion of the treafurts ? No— -tlie charge was, that he had 
(hewn too much forbearance ; and xMr. Middleton's anfwer to Mr. Haftings's charge, was 
of a nature which proved that it was not of too great feverity that the Governor-General liad 
tccufed him. — " It could not, I flatter myfclf," faid Mr. Middleton, <• be termed a long or 
«« unwarrantabltt delay (two days). — The Nabob was fon to the Begum whom we were to 
•* proceed againft — A/c.« againit a mother maft at leart Jave appear arces in iiis mode of 
** proceeding. In the Eaft it is well known that no man, either by himfclf or his troops, 
" can enter the walls of a Zenana, fcarcely in the cafe of adling rr «inft an open enemy, 
** much lefs of an ally — an ally a^ing agair.fi hi: oxon mother, 1 iij outer \v;»Il«-, and the 
" Begums agents, were all thru were liable to immediate attack; they were dealt witb^ 
'< and fuccefsfully, as the event proved. — No further rigour than wl.at I have exeited, 
♦* could be ufed againft females in this country.— -VVheb e Force COULD BE EMTLOY^ 
** ED, IT WAS NOT SPARED.'' 

This defence clearly fliewed, that Mr, Haftings hnd accufed Mr. Middleton, not of bar* 
ing ufed Hw mueb Jtverity^ but of not having ufed enoj-^b^ 



** fociates for the reprefentatifei of BfijbL. 
** tilh faith andBiitiih juftice inlndial'^^ 
— «• Oh ! Faith, Oh Justice I" ex« ?, 
claimed Mr. Sheridan, ** I conjure you hf . 
** your facred names to depart for a mo* 
** ment from this place, though it b« 
" your peculiar refidence ; nor hear your 
^* names profaned by fuch a facrilegiooft 
** combination^ as that which I am now 
** compelled to repeat! where all the 
'< fair forms of natiu^ and art, truth aiKl 
'< peace, policy and honour, ihrunk back 
*' aghaft from the deleterious (ha^el-* 
'< where all exiftences, nefarious and vi]e» 
*< had fway — where amidft the blade 
" agents on one fide, and Middleton 
** with Impey on the other, the tougheft 
** bend, the mofl unfeeling fhrink !— tho 
** great figure of the piece— character'* 
** illic in his place 1 aloof and indepen^* 
*^ dent, from the puny profligacy in h» 
" train ! — but far from idle and ina^ve, 
** turning a -malignant eye on all mifchief 
*f that awaits him !— the multiplied ap- 
'< paratus of temporifing expedients, and 
*« intimidating inftniments ! — now cring- 
*« ing on his prey, and fawning on hit 
*< vengeance ! — now quickening the lim- 
*« pid pace of craft, and forcing everv 
" ftand that retiring nature can make in 
*< the heart 1 — the attachments and the. 
" decorums of life!— each emotion of 
•« tendcnicfs and honour ! — and all the 
<< diftin6>ions of national charafleriftics ! 
«< —with a long catalogue of crimes anj 
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jfe^ •ggriirations, heyond the reach of 

^^ '* thought for human malignity to per- 

^^ ** petrate, or human vengeance to puni:h ! 

U — LOWER than PERDITION — BLACK- 

«« BR than despair!'' 

It might have been hoped, for the ho- 
nor of the human heart, that the Begums 

I had been themfelves exempted from a 

Ihare in thefe fuffei ings, and that they had 
been wounded only through the iides of 
their Minifters. — The reverfe of this, 
kowever, was the faft. — Their Palace 
Vf^$ fuiTOunded by a gjiard, which was 
withdrawn by Major Gilpin, to avoid the 
growing refentments of the people, and 
replaced by Mr. Middlcton, through his 
fears from that " dreadful refponfibility" 
which was impofed on him by Mr. Haf- 
tings. — The women of the Khord Mahal, 
who had not been involved in the Be- 
gums fuppofed crimes} who had raifed 
nofub-rebelUon of their own j and who, it 
had been proved, lived in a diftinft dwell- 
ing, were caufelefsly involved in the fame 
punifliment j their 'Refidence furrounded 
. with guards, they were driven to defpair 
by famine, and when ibey poured forth 
in fad proceffion, were driven back by the 
foldiery, and beaten with bludgeons to the 
fcene of Madnefs which they had quitted. 
Thefe were afls, Mr. Sheridan obferved, 

r which, when told, needed no comment 5 

he fliould not offer a fingle fyllable to. 
awaken their Lordftiips feelings; but 
leave it to the fa6ls which had been 
proved, to make their own impreffions. 

The argument new reverted fokly to 
this point, whether Mr, Haftings was to 
be anfwerable for the crimes committed 
bj his agents ? It had been fully proved 
that Mr. Middlcton had figned the treaty 
with the fuperior Begum in Oaober 1778. 
He had acknowledged figning fome others 
of othc^^ dates, but could net recolUS his 
autlM-ity. Theie treaties had been fully 
rec^Jized by Mr. Haftings, as was fully 
proved by the evidence ot Mr. Purling, 
in the year 1780. In that of Oaober 
1778, the Jaghirc was fccured, which was 
allotted for the fupport of the women in the 
Khord Mahal: on the firft idea of re- 
suming thofe Jaghires a provifion ftiould 
have been fecured to thole unfortunate 
women, and in this refp.cl Mr. Haftings 
was clearly guihy of a crime, by his 
cmjfion. of m'aking inch provifion. But 
itill l^e pleaded, thit he was not account- 
sLbls for the Cruelties which had been ex- 
c/cueJ. This was the Pka which Ty- 
runijy nided by its Prime Minillcr,Trca- 
ch.cry, was a] was liire to fct up. Mr. 
^^JiddUtcji bad attenipied to iUA.ngvheu 



this plea, by endeavouring to claim tlitf 
whole Infamy of thofe tranfaftions, and 
to monopolize the Guilt! He dared even 
to aver that he had been condemned by 
Mr. Haftings for the ignominious part he 
had a6led ; — he dared to avow this, be- 
caufe Mr. Haftings was on his Trial, and 
he thought he ftiould never be tried ;-.« 
but in the face of the Court, and before 
he left the Bar, he was compelled to con- 
fefs that it was for the lenience not the 
Severity of his proceedings that he had 
been reproved by Mr. Haftings. 

It would not, he truftedf be argued, 
that becaufe Mr. Haftings had not mark- 
ed every pafling fliade of guilt, and be. 
caufe he had only given the bold outline 
of cruelty, that he was therefore to be ac- 
quitted. — It was laid down by the law of 
England — that law which was the perfec- 
tion of Reafon — that a Perfoa ordering an 
A£l to be done by his Agent, was an- 
fweiable for that aft with all its confe- 
quences. Middleton had been appointed 
m 1777, the avowed and private Agent 
-^thzfecoml'felfoi Mr. Haftings. The 
Governor- General had ordered the mea- 
fure: Middleton declared that it could 
not have been effected by milder means. 
Even if he never law, nor heard after- 
wards of the confequences of the meafure, 
he was anfwerable for every pang that 
was inflifted, and for all the blood that 
was ftied. But he had heard, and that in- 
ftantly, of the whole. He had written to 
arraign Middleton of forbearance and of 
neglect ! — He commanded them to work 
upon their hopes and fears, and to leave 
no means untried, until — to fpeak their 
own language, but which would be bet- 
ter fuited to the Banditti of a Ca^jern-^ 
** they obtained }X)flreiIion of the lecret 
hoard§^of the old Ladies."— He would 
not allow even of a delay of two days to 
fnioothc the compcrlled approaches cf a Son 
to his Mother, on Inch an occafionl— 
His orders were percmptoiy j — and if a 
maflacre xlid not take place, it was the 
merit of accident — and not of Mr. Haf- 
tings. After this would it be faid, that 
the pri Toner was ignorant of the a^U, or 
not culpable for their confequences ? It 
was true, he had not enjoined in lb many 
word 3 the guards^ the famine ^ and the 
bludgeons ; lie had nut weighed the fet' 
terst nor numbered tlie lajhes to be in- 
flifted on his victims. But yet he was 
equally guilty as if he had borne an aftive 
and peifonal fliare in each iranri<^ii()n« 
ll was, ;\^ A Vt \\;iA commanded that the 
he M' t (\\o\\\^ >ot X.OV 'Jx 'v^cim \^vi\:>vi'v<iw\ ^ a^^ 
^tx Wd a^\o\\^t'i^^^>v•^.^.xvo blood ^\^\\^"i^\- 
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low. He was in the fame degree account- 
able to the Lawi to his Country^ to his 
Conjcience^ and to his GoD I 

Mr. Haftings had endeavoured alfo to 
gel rid of a part of his Guilt, by obferv- 
jng that he was but one of the Supreme 
Council, and that all the reft had fanc- 
tioned thofe tranfaftions with their appro- 
bation. If Mr. Haftings could prove, 
however, that others participated in the 
Guilt, it would not tend to diminifti his 
own Criminality. But tlie faft was, 
that the Council had in nothing erred fo 
much as in a criminal Credulity given to 
the declarations of the Governor-General, 
They knew not a word of thofe tranfac- 
tions until they were finally concluded. 
It was not until the January following, 
that they faw the mafs of Falftiood which' 
had been publiftied under the title of 
« Mr. Haftings* Narrative." They had 
been then unaccountably duped into the 
fuffering a Letter to pafs, dated the 29th 
of November, intended to deceive the "bi- 
re£lors into a belief, that they had re- 
ceived intelligence at that time, which was 
not the faft. Thefe obfervations, Mr. 
Sheridan faid, were not meant to caft any 
obloquy on the Council 5 — they had un- 
doubtedly been deceived, and the deceit 
praftifed on them by making them fign 
the Narrative, was of itfelf a ftrong ac 
cufation of Mr. Haftings, and a decided 
proof of his own Confcioufnefs of Guilt. 
When tired of corporal Infliftion, his 
Tyranny .was gratihed by ini'ulting the 
/ nnderftanding. Other Tyrants, though 
/ Bom to greatnefs, fuch as a Nero, or a 
/ Caligula, might have been roufed, it had 
i been fuppofed, by refleftion, and awaken- 
v. ed into contrition ; — but here was an in- 
iiance which fpurned at tli*ory, and baf- 
fled fuppofltion : A man born to a ftate at 
Icaft of equality; — inured to calculation, 
and brought up in habits of refleft'on ; — 
and yet proving in the end that Monfter 
in Nature, a deliberate and rtajonin^ 
Tyrant ! 

The Board of Directors received thofe 
advices which Mr. Haftings thought pro- 
per to tranfmit; but though unfurnifhed 
with any other inaterials to form their 
judgment, they expreffed very Ibongly 
their doubts, and as properly ordered an 
enquiry into the circumftances of the al- 
ledged Difaffeftion of the Begums; pro- 
nouncing it at the fame time a Debt which 
■ was due to the Honor and Juftice of the 
Britifti Naiion. This enquiry, how«;vcr, 
on the diicdtion's reaching India, Mr. 
^aftincs tlioughi it abibiutcly ncceCTciry 



to elude. He ftated to the Council, th j| 
it being merely ftated that '' If on eni 
quiry, certain fa£ls appeared,** no en-t 
quiry was thereby direftly enjoined! 
** It would revive (faid he) thofe anw 
** mofities that fubfifted between the Be- 
'' gums and the Vizier, which had then 
** fubfided. — If the form^ir were inclined 
** to appeal to a foreign jurifdi£lion, they 
'* were the beft judges of their own feeU 
*' ing, and (hould be left to make their 
** own complaint.*' All this, however, 
was nothing to the magnificent paragraph 
which concHided this Minute, and to 
which Mr. Sheridan alfo requefted the at- 
tention of the Court. «* Bdide, (faid Mr. 
<* Haftings) I hope it will not be a dc- 
** parture from official language to fay— 
" that the Majesty of Justice ought 
" not to be approached without folicita- 
f * tion : fhe ought not to defcend to en- 
** flame or provoke, but to with-hold her 
<< judgment, until fhe is called on to de* 
** terminel" What is ftill more afto- 
nifliing was, that Sir John Macpherfon, 
(who, though a Gentleman of Senfe and 
Honor, he ftated to be rather Oriental in 
his imagination, and not learned in tlie 
Sublime and Beautiful from the Immortal 
Leader of this Profecution, and who had 
before oppofed Mr. Haftings) was caught 
by this bold bomhajlic quibble^ and joined 
in the fame words, ** that the Majesty of 
" Justice ought not to be approached 
** without folicitation V* 

" But Justice is not this halt and 
** railerable objeftl (continued Mi-. She 
** ridan) It is not the inefteftiv^ Bau« 
" ble ot an Indian Pagod ! — it is not the 
'* jE^rtentous Phantom of Defpair — It is 
'* not like any fabled Monftert foimed 
** in the Eclipfe of Reafon, and found -n 
** fome unhallowed Grove of Supcrfti- -^ 
" tious Daiknefs, and Political Diimay 1 
*' No, my Lords !— ^^• 

** In the happy revcrfe of airrKiI, I 
*' turn from this difgu fling Caric^pe 
** to the Real Image I — JustiATI 
** have now before me august and 
" PURE ! the abllraft idea of all that 
•* would be perfect in the fpirits and the 
** afpirings ot* Men! where the Mind 
** rifes, where the Heart expands : — 
" where the Countenance is ever placid 
f * and benign : — where her favourite at- 
" titude is to ftoop to the Unfortunate : 
<« — to hear their ciy and to help them \ 
*' — to refcue and relieve, to fuccour and 
*« lave : — Majeftic, from its Mercy :— 
" Venerable, from its Utility: — Uplifted, 
** without piide : — Firm, v/ithout Ol)- 
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t* dunicy : — Bcnrficci* in Mch Prc- 
'* fciencc : — Lovely, tlioigh in her 

Frown 1 

•' On THAT Justice I »ely:-. 
** Deliberate and furc, abrtn^lfd from all 
•« Party Purpolc anJ Pcliticul Spccnla- 
•« lion ! — not on W«^riis, but on Fa£ls ! 
•< — Voii, my Lords, who hear me, I 
** conjure — by ihofe Right s it is your 
'* heft privilege to prt^fcrve — by tbat 
*' Fam e it is your bi-ltplealuivto inherit— 
'* by all thole Feelings which refer to 
•* the Hi-it term in t'.ie ferics of cxillcncc, 
•* the Original Compact of our Na- 
** ture— our Controuling Rank in 
** the Creatioii-yTUis is the call on all| 

V 



«* To adminifter to Truth and Equity, ai 
*« thty would fatisfy the Law8, and fatisfy 
*' theiiifelvcR — with the moft exalted 
** Blifs, poflible or conceivable for our 
** Natuie : — The Self-approvino 
** Consciousness of Virtue, when 
** tlie Condemnation we look, for will be 
" one of the moft ample Mercies accom- 
** pliflicd for Mankind fincc th^^Ciea- 
<* tionof the World!" 



th«.l 



Mr Lords, I have done! 

The Court immediately rofe, and ad- 
jouined to the /ry? Tuesday in the next 
SefEon of Parliament, 
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